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Ingots  Now  Available 

Gold  ingots— each  unique  and  with  a  different  combination 
of  weight,  fineness,  value,  and  serial  number— from  the  “Ship 
of  Gold,"  the  S.S.  Central  America  are  now  available  for  you 
to  own!!!  We  have  hand  selected  a  variety  of  ingots  from  the 
five  different  assayers: 

•  Kellogg  8c  Humbert,  San  Francisco:  The  most 
numismatically  famous  partnership,  as  both  Kellogg  and 
Humbert  were  well  known  producers  of  coins. 

•  Justh  &  Hunter,  San  Francisco  and  Marysville:  Rather 
scarce  in  the  selection  of  ingots.  As  Dave’s  great  new  book 
will  detail,  Emil  Justh  was  once  a  well-known  lithographer 
in  San  Francisco,  but  we  are  all  fortunate  that  he  soon 
turned  his  talents  to  assaying! 

•  Henry  Hentsch,  San  Francisco:  Hentsch  was  one  of  the 
great  entrepreneurs  of  the  city.  A  first-rate  assayer  who  cre¬ 
ated  very'  beautiful  ingots,  he  was  also  involved  in  real  es¬ 
tate  and  other  interesting  ventures. 

•  Harris,  Marchand  &  Co.,  Sacramento  and 
Marysville  (SOLD  OUT) 

•  Blake  &  Co.,  Sacramento:  Rounding  out 
the  list  of  five  assayers  is  Gorham  Blake’s 
assay  office,  of  high  repute.  (SOLD  OUT) 

Most  are  priced  in  the  $30,000  to 
$100,000  range— a  wide  range  within  which 
there  are  many  purchase  possibilities.  Or, 

$100,000  and  up  if  you  want  a  “brick.” 
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We  also  have  a  very  limited  selection  of  1856-S  and 
1857-S  $20  coins  still  in  stock  from  what,  by  any  evaluation, 
is  one  of  the  most  impressive,  most  important,  most  his¬ 
torically  significant  offerings  in  the  history  of  numismat¬ 
ics-treasures  from  the  incredible  gold  cargo  of  the  S.S. 
Central  America,  lost  at  sea  on  September  12,  1857,  and 
undiscovered  until  recent  times. 

Interested?  Give  Gail  Watson  or  Chris  Karstedt  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  a  call  at  1-800-222-5993  (on  the  East 
Coast)  and  Van  Simmons  of  David  Hall  Rare  Coins  at  1-800- 
759-7575  (on  the  West  Coast)  for  details. 
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12  Month  Financing  Available 
to  Qualified  Buyers 

Please  Call  Now  for  Price  Quotes  and  to  Order 

1-800-222-5993 

(Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries-East  Coast) 

1-800-759-7575 

(David  Hall  Rare  Coins- West  Coast) 
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From  Dave's  Desk 


Thank  you  for  all  of  the  orders 

you've  been  sending  our  way.  Although 
we  have  been  buying  as  many  nice  coins 
as  we  can  find,  our  inventory  is  at  record 
low  levels  for  certain  series— check  our  of¬ 
fering  of  silver  three-cent  pieces  for  ex¬ 
ample!  In  a  word,  business  is  great!  And, 
on  behalf  of  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  I  thank  you. 

Right  now  there  is  a  lot  of  founda¬ 
tional  value  in  the  rare  coin  market,  in  my 
opinion.  In  upper  grade  ranges  I  particu¬ 
larly  like  "nice"  specimens  from  MS-62  to 
MS-64.  Of  course,  MS-65  coins  may  be  in  a 
higher  grade,  but  if  an  MS-62  sells  for  1/3 
of  the  price  and  looks  nearly  as  nice,  might 
it  be  worth  owning? 

Equally  important,  collecting  coins 
offers  immense  psychological  satisfactions. 
It  is  fun  to  become  involved  with  a  goal,  to 
add  specimens  one  at  a  time  to  your  collec¬ 
tion,  to  discover  the  appeal  of  a  brown- 
toned  worn  copper  cent  of  1842  or  a  bril¬ 
liant  lustrous  Morgan  dollar  of  1881,  or  to 
feel  the  heft  of  a  golden  double  eagle.  If 
you  have  been  a  reader  of  our  auction  cata¬ 
logues  in  recent  years  you've  seen  our  of¬ 
ferings  of  the  "Pennsylvania  Cabinet,"  a 
fantastic  collection  assembled  over  a  long 
period  of  years  from  the  1930s  through  the 
1960s.  The  owner  was  a  highly  skilled 
medical  doctor,  who  after  hours  of  stress 
and  energy,  would  find  comfort  in  "play- 
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ing"  with  his  rare  coins— spreading  out  his 
copper  cents,  or  his  patterns,  or  his  gold 
dollars  — he  collected  these  and  more  — 
looking  at  them  under  magnification,  and 
looking  up  their  varieties  and  characteris¬ 
tics  in  books.  His  widow,  who  consigned 
the  collection  to  us  to  be  sold  over  a  period 
of  several  years,  stated  that  even  when  the 
family  went  on  vacation,  he'd  take  his  coin 
books  along  — and  curl  up  with  them  to 
pass  an  evening  hour  or  two.  Although  I 
do  not  have  an  accounting  of  his  "invest¬ 
ment,"  it  is  quite  probable  that  for  every 
$10,000  he  spent  on  coins,  his  estate  real¬ 
ized  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  (the 
Pennsylvania  Cabinet  is  sold  now).  The 
beauty  part  is  that  he  did  not  consider  his 
coin  collection  to  be  an  investment  —  he 
just  enjoyed  coins,  read  about  them,  and 
bought  very  carefully  over  a  long  period  of 
time.  The  fantastic  investment  results  came 
naturally. 

Today  in  early  2001  I  invite  you  to 

"discover"  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  if 
this  is  your  first  catalogue  from  us.  Or,  if 
you're  an  old  timer  with  us,  to  send  us 
your  latest  order.  Let  us  help  you  enjoy  nu¬ 
mismatics,  to  experience  the  pleasure  that 
we  do  when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inven¬ 
tory,  examine  them,  and  then  offer  them 
for  sale  — being  for  a  brief  time  the  custo¬ 
dian  of  each  historical  treasure. 

The  writing  of  Richard  Russell  in 
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the  latest  issue  of  his  Dow  Theory  Letters 
prompted  me  to  write  a  few  of  my  own 
words  (see  "Economics  and  Enjoying  Rare 
Coins")  and,  afterward,  to  quote  Russell. 
Although  Russell's  commentary  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  coins,  I  think  you'll  appreci¬ 
ate  his  sentiments  and  way  of  life.  Exactly 
what  he  is  doing  with  his  writing  about 
stocks,  we  are  doing  with  coins.  And,  we 
are  both  having  the  time  of  our  lives!  I  am 
62  years  old,  and  I  hope  1  can  still  echo  his 
words  when  I  catch  up  to  his  age.  I'll  give 
it  my  best  try! 

Thanks  for  being  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  client.  Please  read  through  this  is¬ 
sue  and  favor  us  with  your  order.  Give 
Gail  Watson  or  Debbie  McDonald  a  call  to 
order  the  coins  you  would  like,  or  ask  for 
Mary  Tocci  in  our  Publications  Department 
for  the  books  you  want  to  add  to  your  li¬ 
brary.  Before  you  know  it,  a  nice  package 
will  arrive  from  us!  And,  when  you  open 
it,  I  believe  you'll  be  delighted  with  what 
you  see! 

Thank  you  again. 

<£L_- 

Dave  Bowers 


Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five  Grand  Format  ” 
auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  (with  prices  realized),  our 
Kingswood  catalogues,  and  special  offers  and  mail¬ 
ings.  A  value  of  over  $300  if  purchased  separately! 

Domestic  Subscription . $145.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail)....  $200.00 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail) $250.00 

For  Instant  Service  Call 
1-800-222-5993  ( orders  only,  please) 
General  inquiries  and  in  NH  (603)  569-5095 
24-Hr.  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 
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Economics  and  Enjoying  Rare  Coins 


A  few  words  about  economics:  Having 
been  in  the  rare  coin  business  since  the  early 
1950s  and  having  had  a  formal  education 
plus  a  lot  of  practical  experience  in  the  fields 
of  finance  and  economics,  I  consider  myself 
to  have  at  least  average  abilities  in  economic 
matters.  A  lot  of  what  MacKay,  Kondratieff, 
Keynes,  Adam  Smith,  and  other  observers 
of  the  business  scene  have  written  can  be 
applied  to  numismatics.  In  1962-3  I  wrote 
the  first  comprehensive  study  ever  to  reach 
print  on  the  subject  of  cycles  in  the  rare  coin 
market.  However,  good  sense  is  often  over¬ 
whelmed  with  the  fad  or  passion  of  the  mo¬ 
ment.  As  a  long-time  contrarian  I  try  to  start 
with  zero-based  thinking:  does  it  make 
sense?  Is  there  true  value  present?  Is  a  pric¬ 
ing  structure  based  upon  true  demand,  or  is 
there  a  "raging  bull"  on  the  loose,  soon  to 
collapse? 

I  have  seen  that  as  a  general  rule,  the 
strength  of  the  true  rare  coin  market  (that 
is,  established  collectors  buying  coins  of 
proven  rarity  or  numismatic  worth  from 
established  dealers)  is  converse  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  activity  in  the  stock  market  and  the 
economy.  When  stocks  are  soaring,  a  lot  of 
discretionary  money  goes  there  — often  on 
the  latest  "hot  issue."  Spending  on  coins 
sometimes  suffers.  Over  the  years  there 
have  been  a  lot  of  darlings  in  the  stock 
market  — and  for  those  who  got  in  early 
and  sold  at  the  right  time,  profits  have 
been  made.  I  recently  read  a  list  of  the 
"buy"  and  "sell"  recommendations  made 
by  the  leading  names  in  Wall  Street.  In 
brief,  they  rarely  told  anyone  when  to 
sell  — for  fear  of  offending  their  friends. 
"Buy"  recommendations  outran  "sell"  rec¬ 
ommendations  about  50  to  1  or  even  more! 
So  much  for  popular  stock  market  re¬ 
search. 

If  a  stock  has  a  basic  widespread  de¬ 
mand,  has  proven  earnings,  and  offers 
products  or  services  that  do  not  go  out  of 
style,  it  is  probably  worth  buying.  I've 
been  a  Disney  fan  for  a  long  time -for 


Michael  Eisner  makes  sense  when  he 
speaks,  and  Disney  products  play  to  one's 
sense  of  enjoyment,  relaxation,  and  quality 
of  life.  I've  never  bought  a  dot.com  stock. 
The  stock  market  is  essential  to  the  Ameri¬ 


can  economy,  and  with  careful  study,  par¬ 
ticipants  can  do  well.  However,  I  haven't 
met  many  people  who  enjoy  buying  and 
selling  stocks  year  after  year.  Anyway.... 

The  Wall  Street  journal,  the  copy  in  my 
hands  as  I  write  this  introduction  for  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  contains  as  a  front-page 
article,  "Where  Does  the  Belt-Tightening 
Begin?"  by  Cynthia  Crossen.  Among  other 
things,  she  mused  that  at  auction  the  prices 
of  certain  collectibles  are  actually  increasing, 
even  "with  the  economy  slowing  and  con¬ 
sumer  confidence  at  a  four-year  low."  Fur¬ 
ther,  "That  may  sound  surprising,  but  psy¬ 
chology  plays  a  role.  Historically,  the  collect¬ 
ing  bug  hasn't  gone  away  when  money  gets 
tight— collectors  just  aim  lower." 

It  seems  to  me  that  as  the  national 
economy  rises  or  falls,  as  interest  rates  fluc¬ 
tuate,  and  as  stock  prices  change,  in  numis¬ 
matics  there  is  a  refuge,  a  quiet  pool  in  a 
lush  green  forest,  where  you  can  relax  and 
enjoy  your  surroundings. 

Important  to  all  of  the  preceding  is  con¬ 
stancy  -  sticking  everlastingly  to  your  col¬ 
lecting  objectives  without  being  distracted 
by  the  economic  or  stock  market  news  of 
the  moment.  To  reiterate,  in  good  stock 
market  climates  and  in  bad  ones  there  is 
little  happiness  for  those  involved.  Same 
goes  for  the  American  economy —  one  can 


watch  it,  but  it  is  hard  to  enjoy  it. 

In  my  view,  if  you  can  ignore  trends 
and  simply  add  numismatics  to  your  life  as 
an  enjoyable  pursuit,  you'll  have  a  good 
time  along  the  way,  you  will  build  a  fine 
collection,  and,  who  knows,  when  the  time 
comes  to  sell  your  collection  you  may  find 
this  is  one  of  the  best  financial  investments 
you've  ever  made  — without  even  trying! 

If  you  want  to  learn  more  about  enjoy¬ 
ing  coins,  you  might  want  to  order  a  copy 
of  my  book,  Louis  E.  Eliasherg,  Sr.,  King  of 
Coins.  Eliasberg,  who  did  what  no  one  had 
ever  done  before  and  over  a  period  of  a 
quarter  century  obtained  one  of  each  and 
every  different  known  federal  coin  date 
and  mintmark  (including,  by  the  way,  a 
1933  double  eagle),  was  a  highly  successful 
Baltimore  financier.  But,  his  true  love  was 
coins  — and  you  can  read  how  he  enriched 
his  life  thereby.  1  do  not  mean  to  sell  you  a 
book  — that  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  com¬ 
mentary  (in  fact,  you  can  borrow  a  copy 
free  of  charge  from  the  ANA  Library). 
Rather,  I  am  simply  suggesting  that  rare 
coins  can  add  a  fourth  dimension  to  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  life  — as  it  has  done  for  the 
"great"  collectors  on  the  past,  as  well  as 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  casual  numisma¬ 
tists,  and  as  it  has  done  for  me. 

Richard  Russell's  Commentary 

This  is  from  Richard  Russell's  Dow 
Theory  Letters  (P.O.  Box  1759,  La  jolla, 
California  92038  -  we've  been  a  subscriber 
for  years): 

WHY  I'M  STILL  WRITING:  On  a  re¬ 
cent  site  posting  I  mentioned  books  by  the 
great  stock  market  masters  -  Dow, 
Hamilton,  Rhea,  Schaefer,  Schabacker, 
Drew,  Hughes,  etc.  A  few  subscribers 
asked  for  the  exact  titles  of  these  books. 
Almost  all  of  them  are  out  of  print  and  can 
only  be  found  via  a  book  search.  Jimmy 
Hughes,  who  worked  for  the  old 
Auchincloss,  Parker,  Redpath  firm,  never 
wrote  a  book.  I  just  collected  his  original 
writings  on  the  advance-decline  ratio  and 
bound  them  in  book  form. 
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So  yes,  I  realize  how  difficult  it  is  to 
find  these  books.  Before  I  went  into  the  let¬ 
ter-writing  business,  I  spent  many  years 
studying  the  works  of  the  stock  market 
masters.  The  great  Dow  Theorist,  George 
Schaefer,  who  died  in  1974,  was  my  men¬ 
tor.  Robert  Rhea  died  back  in  1939,  and  his 
writing  changed  my  life.  I  can  hardly  ex¬ 
pect  my  subscribers  to  have  the  same  ex¬ 
periences  that  I  had.  Those  days  are  gone. 
The  masters  are  long  gone,  and  their  books 
are  difficult  to  find. 

However,  in  my  writing  over  any  pe¬ 
riod  of  a  year  or  two,  1  hope  to  impart  a  lot 
of  what  I've  learned  to  my  subscribers. 
Happily  I  have  two  ways  of  communicat¬ 
ing  -  Dow  Theory  Letters  and  the  daily 
Internet  site.  The  best  way  to  learn  a  sub¬ 
ject,  and  this  certainly  includes  the  stock 
market,  is  through  actual  experience, 
through  living  it.  As  the  market  progresses, 
we  observe,  we  study,  we  learn. 

We  better  learn,  because  the  market  is 
an  unforgiving  teacher.  If  we  have  any 
weakness  -  cowardice,  arrogance,  selfish¬ 
ness,  greed,  laziness,  forgetfulness  -  the 
market  will  zero  in  on  that  failing,  and 
make  us  pay  dearly  for  our  defects. 

I'll  be  honest.  I  don't  need  this  busi¬ 
ness  as  a  means  to  living  any  longer.  I've 
sufficient  assets  so  that  I  could  retire  to¬ 
morrow  and  my  lifestyle  wouldn't 
change.  On  top  of  that,  my  young,  beauti¬ 
ful  wife  is  a  top  corporate  lawyer  and 
partner  in  a  law  firm  of  over  1,000  law¬ 
yers,  and  the  truth  is  that  she  now  makes 
more  money  that  I  do  -  a  lot  more. 

No,  the  reason  I  write  Dow  Theory  Let¬ 
ters  and  the  reason  I  write  a  daily  Internet 
market  report  is  that  I  want  to  -  I  love 
what  I'm  doing,  and  I  love  the  fact  that  in 
my  writing  I  am  able  to  carry  on  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  Dow  Theory.  You  know  the  old 
saying,  "Love  what  you're  doing,  and 
you'll  never  work  a  day  in  your  life." 
Lastly,  I  love  the  thought  that  (hopefully)  I 
may  be  helping  thousands  of  loyal  sub¬ 
scribers  to  handle  their  money  correctly 
according  to  Dow  Theory  principles. 

And  well,  to  be  honest,  if  I  wasn't  writ¬ 
ing  about  the  market  (and  various  other 
items)  I  really  wouldn't  know  what  to  do 
with  myself.  I  don't  play  golf,  I've  stopped 
riding  motorcycles,  I  don't  gamble  or  play 
cards.  I  do  garden  (I'm  a  cactus  fancier) 
and  I  do  have  dogs,  three  standard 
poodles  (arguably  the  most  intelligent  of 
all  dogs). 

I  guess  I  grew  up  the  hard  way.  I'm  a 
child  of  the  Great  Depression  and  of  com¬ 
bat  during  World  War  II.  I  also  grew  up 
quite  neurotic  and  rather  unhappy.  Along 


the  way  I  had  a  lot  of  help.  I  spent  years  in 
classical  psychoanalysis  (four  days  a  week, 
for  four  years).  I  spent  further  years  in  Ge¬ 
stalt  Therapy  and  more  years  in  group 
therapy.  1  finally  did  what  1  set  out  to  do, 
namely  "I  got  my  head  on  straight."  It  was 
the  hardest  thing  I've  ever  done.  But  1 
learned,  and  in  the  course  of  learning  1  got 
happy.  It  took  me  half  of  my  life  to  do  it,  but 
it  was  the  best  journey  I've  ever  been  on. 

As  one  wise  man  put  it,  "Your  most 
important  duty  on  this  earth  is  to  find 
yourself  and  live  accordingly."  I've  been 
trying  to  do  that. 

I  believe  that  we  are  put  on  this  earth 
for  a  reason.  I  believe  perhaps  95%  of  the 
people  on  this  earth  are  here  on  a  survival 
basis,  meaning  that  (in  a  good  way)  they 
are  here  to  learn  how  to  care  for  them¬ 
selves  and  their  children  -  they  are  here  to 
learn  how  to  put  three  meals  a  day  on  the 
table  and  how  to  put  a  roof  over  their 
heads. 

I  believe  that  perhaps  5%  of  the  people 
on  this  earth  are  here  to  be  teachers.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  teachers  have  already,  some¬ 
how,  learned  the  lessons  of  survival,  they 
were  born  knowing  how  to  survive. 

I  know  that  my  job  has  never  been 
simply  to  survive  on  a  basic  level  or  to 
learn  how  to  make  a  living.  Making  a  liv¬ 
ing  has  never  been  a  problem  for  me.  Put¬ 
ting  three  meals  on  the  table  has  never 
been  a  problem  for  me. 


But  I  can  list  eight  different  times  when 
I  could  have,  and  probably  should  have, 
died  or  been  killed.  1  honestly  believe  that 
there's  some  mysterious  but  meaningful 
reason  why  God  has  spared  me. 

One  reason  why  I  may  have  been 
spared  is  that  I  have  two  sets  of  children, 
the  youngest  only  now  a  sophomore  in 
college.  My  oldest  "kids"  now  have  chil¬ 
dren  of  their  own.  I  firmly  believe  that  one 
reason  I  have  been  spared  is  so  that  my 
youngest  kids  could  have  a  father,  even 
though  their  dad  is,  ahem,  a  rather  over¬ 
aged  father. 

I'm  now  76  years  of  age.  I'll  be  77  next 
July.  I've  pondered  why  I'm  still  alive,  still 
learning,  and  why  God  has  seen  fit  for  me 
to  be  writing  to  what  I  consider  7,000  ex¬ 
ceptional  people.  Could  I  have  been  cho¬ 
sen  as  a  teacher?  That  seems  to  be  my  rea¬ 
son  for  living.  At  least  I  feel  as  though  it  is. 
And  I  do  feel  that  my  subscribers  (judging 
from  correspondence  received  here  over 
the  years)  are  exceptional  -  well  exception¬ 
ally  bright.  And  they  are  good  people. 

In  writing  the  above  I  don't  want  to 
sound  arrogant  or  superior.  I  really  don't 
think  I  am  either.  I'm  simply  writing  the 
above  because  it's  what  I  believe,  and 
when  you  take  the  trouble  to  read  a  man's 
writings,  it's  always  interesting  to  know 
what  he  thinks  about  himself,  what  his  in¬ 
ner-most  thoughts  are,  how  he  perceives 
himself  in  relation  to  the  world. 


Cynthia  LaCarbonara 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  who  has 
been  a  member  of  our  staff  for  nearly 
14  years  (my,  how  time  flies!),  is  front 
row  center  in  the  operation  of  our  rare 
coin  auctions.  Here  at  the  office, 
Cynthia  arranges  the  entering  of  bids, 
the  mail  inspection  of  coins  for  those 
who  request  this  service,  and  101  other 
details.  On  our  auction  site  — New 
York  City,  Florida,  California,  Balti¬ 
more— or  wherever  — Cynthia  takes 
charge  of  the  operations  including  co¬ 
ordination  of  floor  bids  with  mail  and 
electronic  bids,  selecting  staff  mem¬ 
bers  to  travel,  and  other  aspects. 
Cynthia,  whose  home  was  South 
Carolina,  has  somehow  become  ac¬ 
customed  to  the  New  England  win¬ 
ters,  although  now  and  then  she  takes 
the  opportunity  to  go  south  to  reac¬ 
quaint  herself  with  warm  breezes  and 
Spanish  moss. 
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Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 

Lots  of  new  things!  Our  inventory  is  constantly 
changing— which,  of  course,  bespeaks  the  excellent 
sales  we  have  enjoyed  in  the  early  American  coin 
field  and  also  the  general  level  of  collector  interest.  As 
always,  each  and  every  piece  we  list  is  actually  on 
hand  as  we  go  to  press.  However,  most  items  are  one- 
of-a-kind  in  our  inventory,  and  for  this  reason  you 
should  act  quickly  for  any  items  of  interest. 

Each  and  every  item  is  guaranteed  genuine.  This 
normally  goes  without  saying,  but  with  the  advent  of 
Internet  coin  sales  there  are  a  lot  of  questionable  things 
out  there— and  hardly  a  week  goes  by  without  some¬ 
one  asking  us  for  "help"  in  solving  a  problem  they've 
encountered  when  buying  "bargains."  We  usually  re¬ 
fer  them  to  the  Internet  site  host,  but  the  answer  from 
them  is,  usually,  "that's  your  problem."  Or,  if  they  sim¬ 
ply  can't  believe  that  their  1783  Nova  Constellatio 
pattern  isn't  genuine,  we  refer  them  to  the  ANA  Au¬ 
thentication  Bureau.  However,  the  bottom  line  is,  it  is 
much  easier  to  buy  from  established  professional  rare 
coin  dealers  who  guarantee  what  they  sell —as  we  do 
and  as  most  other  specialists  do  as  well. 

If  you  are  interested  in  early  American  numis¬ 
matic  items  you'll  have  to  drop  everything  when 
your  copy  of  our  March  auction  of  the  Lucien 
LaRiviere  Collection  arrives  in  the  mail.  It  contains 
some  amazing  early  American  medals  in  the  Betts 
series  (with  a  nice  foreword  written  for  us  by  John  W. 
Adams)  and  Indian  Peace  medals— plus  enough 
other  things  to  keep  you  excitedly  reading  for  an  en¬ 
tire  evening.  One  of  the  great  things  about  my 
activities  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is 
working  with  other  talented  numismatists  on  our 
staff —such  as  John  Kraljevich  (who  joined  our  staff 
recently  and  who  is  largely  responsible  for  the  Betts 
medal  cataloguing— now  that  he  has  done  this  well, 
we'll  try  him  out  on  Lincoln  cents!),  and,  alphabeti¬ 
cally,  our  "regulars"  including  Mark  Borckardt  (who 
can  hardly  wait  to  see  the  first  copy  of  the  new  book 
on  large  cents  1793-1814,  by  Walter  Breen,  which  is 
now  at  the  printer,  and  which  involved  several  years 
of  editing  work),  John  Pack  (whose  knowledge  of 
things  arcane  and  esoteric  seemingly  has  no  limits  — 
and  can  be  greatly  useful  in  historical  and  technical 
matters  involving  coins),  Beth  O.  Piper  (who  was  the 
winner  in  a  "grading  contest"  involving  some  of 
America's  leading  dealers),  Frank  Van  Valen  ("The 


Coin  Man"  on  our  website,  plus  a  widely  traveled 
numismatist,  plus  a  great  humorist -he  is  emcee  of 
our  company  holiday  party  each  December;  he  also 
gives  a  "coin  class"  periodically  to  new  employees 
and  others),  Gordon  Wrubel  (who  years  ago  was  a 
founding  partner  in  PCGS),  and  more. 

Of  course,  most  of  the  about  30  staffers  are  numis¬ 
matists  to  varying  degrees.  You  can  "talk  coins"  with 
Gail  Watson  and  Debbie  McDonald  when  you  place 
your  order,  and  although  they  might  not  be  able  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  broken  "A"  punch  in  AUCTOR1  on  a  Vermont 
copper,  they  do  know  a  "nice"  coin  when  they  see  one! 

Back  to  early  American  coins: 

Basic  information:  The  field  of  colonial  and  early 
American  coins  includes  many  different  issues.  The 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  is  as  good  a  passport 
as  any  to  basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that,  Walter 
Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
offers  much  information  between  two  covers,  and  at 
a  reasonable  price  (check  our  Books  for  Sale  section). 
Further,  if  your  interest  becomes  specialized,  there 
are  a  number  of  excellent  monographs  and  studies, 
some  of  which  are  out  of  print,  and  others  which  are 
easily  obtainable.  If  you  are  interested  in  history,  an 
absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby's  1875  work.  The 
Early  Coins  of  America,  available  in  reprint  form. 

"Specimen"  Striking  1722  Wood's  Halfpenny 


1722  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Harp  Left.  SP-64 

BN  (PCGS).  Glossy,  prooflike  brown.  A  superb 
specimen  attributed  as  a  "specimen"  strike  (or  spe¬ 
cial  impression  for  presentation  purposes)!  6,950 

"Specimen"  1723  Wood's  Hibernia  Halfpenny 


1723  Wood's  Hibernia  halfpenny.  SP-65  BN  (PCGS). 


Breen-154,  pellet  before  H.  Reflective  surfaces  re¬ 
tain  much  of  their  natural  mint  color  fading  to  at¬ 
tractive  medium  brown.  Some  surface  striations 
noted  under  magnification.  This  is  a  truly  beauti¬ 
ful  specimen,  free  of  the  "carbon  spots"  that  typi¬ 
cally  plague  high-grade  issues  of  this  period,  and 
a  rarity  in  the  William  Wood  Hibernia  series.  This 
variety  is  unlisted  by  Breen  in  his  important  work 
on  United  States  and  colonial  Proof  coins.  Struck 
at  the  Tower  Mint  for  circulation  in  Ireland  but  ex¬ 
ported  to  the  American  colonies  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties  by  profiteering  merchants,  the  Wood's 
Hibernia  issues  have  long  held  American  collec¬ 
tors'  attention.  This  particular  specimen  is  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  most  important  extant  examples 
of  that  series,  struck  for  presentation  or  similar 
purpose  and  remarkably  well-preserved  since. 
While  this  particular  piece  was  likely  not  intended 
for  colonial  America,  for  the  colonial  type  collec¬ 
tor  who  seeks  a  Wood's  Hibernia  piece  (and  most 
do),  seeking  a  more  superb  specimen  than  this 
may  leave  you  disappointed  after  years  of  look¬ 
ing . 9,750 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  B-180,  Newman-24K.  With 
Period.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium  to  dark 
brown  with  smooth  surfaces.  Unlike  most  of  the 
high-grade  specimens  from  the  Cohen  hoard, 
which  contains  thousands  of  never-released  Mint 
State  pieces  that  were  sold  after  the  1870s,  this 
specimen  actually  saw  circulation  in  Virginia  in 
the  days  preceding  the  Revolution.  Some  of  these 
have  been  located  in  archaeological  work  at  colo- 


Ask  to  See  It! 

Arty  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be 
sent  to  you  for  approval  inspection.  In 
that  way  you  can  carefully  examine  all 
aspects  of  the  piece.  These  early  coins 
are  very  attractive  and  interesting,  and 
often  in-person  inspection  is  more  re¬ 
vealing  than  are  short  descriptions  in 
the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Gordon  Wrubel,  Mark 
Borckardt,  Gail  Watson,  or  Frank  Van 
Valen  based  upon  its  eye  appeal,  over¬ 
all  quality,  and  value. 
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nial  Williamsburg,  but  the  present  specimen  was 
likely  not  excavated  and  retains  very  nice  eye 

appeal.  A  bargain  at . 195 

760  Voce  Populi.  Halfpenny.  Zelinka-2A.  EF-40 
(PCGS).  Light  brown  and  steel  with  very  nice 
surfaces  for  the  issue.  Voce  Populi  issues  have 
been  sought  by  colonial  specialists  since  the 
1870s,  though  they  were  probably  very  similar  to 
the  Wood's  Hibernia  issues  in  that  they  were  in¬ 
tended  for  Irish  circulation  before  eventual 
American  circulation  with  the  odd  lot  of  coppers 
that  passed  as  small  change.  This  "long  bust"  va¬ 
riety  is  a  popular  and  appealing  one,  and  those 
who  seek  a  quality  representation  of  the  type  for 
their  colonial  coin  collection  need  look  no  fur¬ 
ther . 465 

Very  Rare  Mint  State  Chalmers  3d 
From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 


783  Chalmers  threepence.  Breen-1018.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  pewter  gray  with 
subtle  steel  blue  highlights.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  pre-federal  silver  issue  of 
Baltimore  silversmith  John  Chalmers.  While 
showing  a  minor  area  of  striking  bluntness  at 
obverse  periphery  near  9:00,  this  is  likely  the 
finest  specimen  known,  exceeding  the  Roper 
specimen  in  sharpness  and  lustre.  Chalmers' 
shillings  are  relatively  common  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  smaller  fractions,  which  are  lacking 
in  most  advanced  collections  of  pre-federal 
material.  A  very  significant  piece  which,  like 
many  oddments  of  the  colonial  and  pre-fed¬ 
eral  series,  would  probably  be  more  popular 
and  costly  if  it  weren't  so  rare!  From  our  of¬ 
fering  of  the  renowned  collection  of  Louis 

Eliasberg .  26,500 

762-BB  French  Colonies  sou  marque.  Breen-634.  EF- 
40 . 199 

Lovely  1776  Continental  Dollar 


776  Continental  dollar.  Breen-1095.  Newman-3D. 
Pewter.  EG  FECIT.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  very 
appealing  specimen  of  one  of  the  great  classics  in 
American  coinage.  Exceptional  pewter  gray  sur¬ 


faces  with  bright  silver  highlights  on  the  outlines 
and  motifs.  Sharp  and  crisp  design  elements  with 
lightness  of  definition  only  at  the  tops  of  NCY  and 
bottom  of  6  in  the  date,  and  at  the  opposing  re¬ 
verse  details.  An  exceptional  quality  example  in 
all  respects .  23,500 

The  obverse  depicts  a  sundial  with  the  Latin  inscription, 
FUGIO,  or  "  I  fly,"  referring  to  the  rapid  passage  of  time.  Below 
is  the  notation,  MIND  YOUR  BUSINESS.  Around  the  border: 
CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY  and  the  date  1776.  This  motif 
was  later  (1787)  adapted  for  use  on  the  Fugio  copper  cent. 

The  reverse  has  interlocking  rings,  each  inscribed  with 
the  name  or  abbreviation  of  a  state,  with  AMERICAN  CON¬ 
GRESS  and  WE  ARE  ONE  at  the  center.  An  early  die  state  with 
light  reverse  cracks,  not  nearly  as  advanced  as  seen  on  certain 
other  examples  of  this  variety. 

The  genesis  of  the  1776  Continental  dollar  is  one  of  the 
mysteries  remaining  among  early  American  coin  issues.  The 
writer  is  of  the  school  that  this  is  an  authorized  emission  of  the 
Continental  Congress  and  was  intended  to  replace  the  $1 
paper  note  (one  with  the  same  obverse  design  had  been 
printed,  but  then  discontinued  —  a  gap  which  might  indicate 
that  the  pewter  dollars  were  used  instead).  No  contemporary 
legislation,  coinage  contract,  or  other  specific  record  has  been 
located,  but  same  probably  exists— somewhere. 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder-IOL.  EF-40  (PCGS). 
Medium  chocolate  brown  with  somewhat  glossy 
surfaces  and  delightful  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 
The  first  coinage  issued  in  the  United  States  to 
actually  bear  the  designation  CENT  (or  HALF 
CENT  as  on  its  smaller  brethren) . 995 

1787  Connecticut  copper.  Miller-43. 1-Y,  Rarity-2. 

Draped  Bust  left.  EF-45 .  759 

1788  Connecticut  copper.  M-ll-G,  Rarity-2.  Mailed 

Bust  left.  VF-25.  Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces, 
smooth— as  11-G  is  usually  seen.  A  nice  coin  from 
the  last  year  of  Connecticut  coinage . 425 

1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris-18-M.  Bridle  variety. 
VF-20  (PCGS).  Deep  chocolate  brown  with 
lighter  high  points.  A  vertical  die  break  that  runs 
downward  from  the  horse's  muzzle  gives  this 
popular  variety  its  interesting  sobriquet . 595 

1786  New  Jersey  copper.  M-18M.  Bridle  variety.  G- 

7 . 115 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M-6D,  Rarity-1.  Outlined 

Shield.  VF-20.  Die  crack  at  base  of  shield,  as  usu¬ 
ally  seen . 419 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M-63S,  Rarity-1.  Large 

Planchet.  Sprigs  at  left  and  right  of  bottom  shield 
point.  Medium  brown . 249 

1788  Vermont  copper.  Bust  right.  Ryder-20.  Rarity- 

3.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Die  state  with  beginning  cud  at  VE 
(VERMON)  on  obverse  and  cud  past  E  (1NDE)  on 
the  reverse . 895 

1788  Vermont  copper.  Bust  Right.  R-25,  Rarity-2.  VF- 
30.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Very  attractive.  479 

1789  Mott  token.  Thick  planchet.  Breen-1020.  VF-30. 

Some  have  called  this  America's  earliest-dated 
storecard . 479 

Splendid  Kentucky  Cent 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1155.  Plain 
edge.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  popular  variety;  the  edge  style  usually 
seen . 1,350 


Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  Breen-1155.  Plain 
edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  and  pale 
steel  blue  with  very  nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 
Atypically  well  struck  at  central  obverse  and  a 
very  nice  specimen . 497 

Undated  (c.1792)  Kentucky  cent.  B-1155.  Plain  edge. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  Chocolate  brown  with  a  hint  of  tan. 
Strong  design  details  present  for  the  grade;  CAUSE 
is  bold  on  the  obverse  scroll,  and  the  states  are  all 
fully  visible  on  the  reverse  stars . 495 

1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Breen-1165.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Superb  medium  brown  with  glossy  sur¬ 
faces  and  outstanding  visual  appeal  for  the  issue. 
Typical  die  break  on  press.  This  American-asso¬ 
ciated  token  was  struck  in  1794  for  the  printing 
firm  of  Cox  and  Bayliss,  printers  who  used  the 
same  press  young  Ben  Franklin  worked  on  during 
his  1726  stay  in  London,  a  press  which  currently 
resides  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  A  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue  to  please  the  type  collector  or 
advanced  colonial  specialist . 575 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Breen-1035.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Rich  tan  surfaces  with  some  deeper  high¬ 
lights.  Another  pleasing  example,  especially  for 
the  assigned  grade . 695 

While  we  think  this  nice  specimen  is  a  bargain,  the  U.S. 
Mint's  price  paid  for  T.  A.  &  L.  cents  was  even  better:  18  cents 
per  pound! 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Breen-1035.  AU-53 

(PCGS).  Glossy  medium  chocolate  brown  with  an 
excellent  "look"  for  the  grade . 532 

1791  Washington  Small  Eagle  Cent 
A  Perennial  Favorite 

1791  Washington  cent.  Small  Eagle.  Baker-16,  Breen- 
1217.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  chocolate  brown 
with  some  faded  mint  color  in  the  intricacies  of 
the  design  elements.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of 
this  issue  that  was  struck  at  Birmingham  in  the 
hopes  of  attracting  the  business  of  the  United 
States,  then  undecided  about  forming  a  national 
mint  or  subcontracting  the  business.  The  shifty 
reputation  of  Birmingham  as  a  den  of  counterfeit¬ 
ers  and  the  "monarchical"  portrait  on  this  piece 
helped  convince  Washington,  Jefferson  and  oth¬ 
ers  that  such  foreign  coinage  production  was  not 
an  attractive  option.  The  act  establishing  the  U.S. 
Mint  was  signed  about  a  year  later  and  these 
pieces  entered  circulation  among  other  assorted 
coppers.  This  piece's  combination  of  historical 
importance  and  attractiveness  makes  it  ideal  for 
inclusion  in  any  collection . 1,095 

1791  Washington  cent.  Small  Eagle.  Baker-16,  Breen- 
1217.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Rich  chocolate  brown  with 
somewhat  glossy  surfaces  and  subdued  lustre  in 
the  protected  areas.  Just  a  few  scattered  marks  are 
present,  none  of  which  immediately  draw  the 
viewer's  eye.  A  thoroughly  pleasing  example  of  a 
classic  issue— one  of  the  best-known  Washington 
tokens  of  the  era . 1,495 

Undated  Washington  Double  Head  cent.  B-6,  B- 
1204.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Attractive  deep  tan  surfaces 
display  plenty  of  gloss  and  lustre.  This  popular  is¬ 
sue  is  more  apt  to  be  seen  in  heavily  circulated 
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grades  of  VG  to  VF,  and  with  noticeable  circulation 
and  handling  marks.  The  present  coin  is  an  excep¬ 
tion  to  that  rule,  and,  indeed,  is  hardly  ever  seen 
this  nice!  Mention  a  strong  strike  and  an  absolute 
minimum  of  marks,  and  the  appeal  of  the  present 
coin  increases  dramatically.  Don't  miss  out  on  this 
one,  for  who  knows  how  long  it  will  be  before  we 

can  offer  a  piece  of  similar  quality . 895 

1795  Washington  Grate  token,  Large  Buttons,  Let¬ 
tered  edge.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rich  deep  chocolate 
brown  faded  from  original  color.  Prices  for 
Washingtoniana,  collected  in  America  as  long  as 
there  has  been  collecting  in  America,  are  in  many 
cases  lower  in  real  terms  today  than  they  were  in 
the  1870s.  The  present  specimen  has  no  doubt 
been  preserved  in  numismatic  cabinets  for  most 
of  its  life . 1,075 

Lovely  Mint  State  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-13X.  STATES  UNITED,  4 
Cinquefoils.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Ideal 
lustrous  medium  chocolate  brown  with  some  ves¬ 
tiges  of  mint  color  hiding  in  the  protected  areas  of 
the  legend.  This  is  a  very  pleasing  Uncirculated 
specimen  with  only  a  few  minor  planchet  stria- 
tions  and  outstanding  color.  An  assemblage  of 
pre-federal  issues  hand-selected  for  eye  appeal 
and  overall  quality  would  benefit  from  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  this  impressive  specimen . 2,195 

A  Selection  of  Bolen 
Struck  Copies 

Bolen  copy.  1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  Kenney- 
5,  Bolen-33.  MS-62  BN.  Rich  glossy  chocolate 
brown  with  flawless  eye  appeal.  One  of  the  most 
popular  of  the  copies  of  colonial  and  pre-federal 
coins  accomplished  by  John  A.  Bolen  and  also  one 
of  the  most  faithful  to  the  original,  this  Carolina 
Elephant  token  copy  is  one  of  only  40  struck  in 
copper  in  1869.  Due  to  the  extraordinary  rarity  of 
the  genuine  piece,  may  we  recommend  this  very 
historic  and  accurate  reproduction  as  a  suitable 
"filler"  in  an  advanced  collection  of  colonial 
coins?  A  choice  specimen  of  this  infrequently  seen 

Bolen  striking . 1,250 

John  Adams  Bolen  (1826-1907)  was  perhaps  the  most 
widely  known  and  most  prolific  engraver  of  struck  copies  of 
his  dav  His  pieces  are  avidly  collected  by  specialists  in  the 
token  field  as  well  as  collectors  of  colonial  coins,  and  the 
demand  for  quality  specimens  never  lessens.  In  Struck  Copies 
of  American  Coins  (1952),  author  Richard  D  Kenney  noted  the 
following  sentiments  from  Bolen  regarding  his  struck  copies: 
"  I  have  been  informed  that  they  have  been  worn  or  rubbed  and 
made  tn  look  old,  then  sold  as  genuine  I  spent  a  great  deal  of 


time  on  them;  on  one  1  worked  from  a  genuine  coin,  on  the 
others  from  very  fine  electrotypes.  They  are  all  quite  scarce 
now.  They  were  not  a  financial  success  to  me." 

The  mintage  figures  have  been  published  in  various 
places,  including  by  Bolen  himself,  but  in  general  they  are  not 
accurate  — as  Bolen  apparently  lost  track  of  how  many  he 
made,  and  in  some  instances  additional  pieces  were  made  by 
others.  In  general,  all  Bolen  pieces  are  scarce,  and  some  are 
very  rare.  However,  many  are  not  quite  as  rare  as  the  pub¬ 
lished  mintage  figures. 

Bolen  copy.  1785  Confederatio  copper,  Inimica 
Tyrannis,  Large  Circle  of  Stars.  K-2,  Bolen-7. 
AU-55.  A  truly  lovely  example  of  John  A.  Bolen's 
famous  copy  of  this  classic  American  rarity.  Rich 
tan  surfaces  show  amazing  detail  and  plenty  of 
eye  appeal.  One  of  just  40  examples  produced  in 
copper  by  Bolen  circa  1863,  these  19th-century 
copies  are  regarded  as  highly  collectible  today. 
We  only  see  specimens  of  this  rare  issue  occasion¬ 
ally,  and  we  always  have  multiple  requests  for  the 

occasional  pieces  we  offer . 729 

Bolen  copy.  1785  Confederatio  copper,  Inimica 
Tyrannis,  Small  Circle  of  Stars.  K-3,  B-8.  AU-55 
Deep  tan  with  lustre  and  dynamic  eye  appeal.  A 
definite  pleaser  where  overall  appearance  is  con¬ 
cerned.  Another  popular  rarity  from  the  hand  of 
John  A.  Bolen,  one  of  40  copper  examples  of  the 
variety  produced  circa  1863.  Rare  and  a  pleasing 

adjunct  to  the  above  variety . 729 

Bolen  copy.  1737  Higley  copper.  Three  Hammers.  K- 
4,  B-10.  MS-63  RB.  Copper.  A  pleasing  specimen 

of  this  rarity . 695 

Edwards  copy  from  Bolen  dies.  1737  Higley  copper. 
Three  Hammers.  K-4,  B-10  for  type.  MS-65. 
Brass.  A  copy  in  brass,  struck  by  Dr.  F.S.  Edwards 
from  the  dies  sold  to  him  by  Bolen.  An  unusual 

issue,  a  copy  of  a  copy!  Rare . 545 

Bolen  copy.  1787  Excelsior  copper,  George  Clinton. 
K-8,  B-37.  MS-60  BN.  Copper.  A  sharp  and  de¬ 
lightful  medium  brown  specimen  of  another 
popular  Bolen  rarity.  One  of  40  copper  examples 
struck  by  Bolen  circa  1869.  A  pleasing  rarity,  per¬ 
haps  a  bit  conservatively  graded,  but  certainly 

priced  to  yield  a  good  value  at . 1,150 

Bolen  copy.  1787  Excelsior  copper,  Liber  Natus 
Libertatem  Defendo.  K-10,  B-Mule  12.  AU-55. 
Brass.  Lustrous  olive-gold  with  richer  toning  on 
the  high  points.  A  delightful  example  of  this  Bolen 
rarity,  one  of  only  five  examples  said  to  have  been 
struck  in  brass.  The  overall  quality  and  extreme 
rarity  of  the  issue  add  up  to  a  grand  value  at  our 
asking  price  of . 725 

Half  Cents 

There  is  good  news  and  bad  news  about  the 
1793-1857  half  cent  series  as  offered  in  this  Rare 
Coin  Review.  The  bad  news  is  that  we  do  not  have 
enough  half  cents.  We  love  half  cents  and  would 
like  to  buy  hundreds  of  them  —  from  nice  accumu¬ 
lations  to  the  finest  specialized  collection  — our 
check  is  ready  to  sign! 

The  good  news  is  that  of  the  half  cents  we  offer, 
there  are  some  mighty  fine  coins -an  affordable  (if 


there  is  such  a  thing)  1793,  an  eye-catching  1800  in 
Mint  State,  and  the  incredibly  rare  1831. 

Attractive  1793  Half  Cent 


1793  Breen-2,  Cohen-2.  VG-8  (PCGS).  Pleasing  me¬ 
dium  brown  with  a  few  light  scratches  from 
nearly  two  centuries  ago.  Satisfaction  guaranteed 
as  always.  The  reverse  is  rotated  about  45°.  2,850 

Superb  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-lb,  C-l.  Die  state  III.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  First 
year  of  the  Draped  Bust  design.  Simply  put,  an 
outstanding  coin  in  all  respects.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  well  centered,  and  attractive.  The  glossy 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  wisps  of  red  iri¬ 
descence  in  the  protected  areas.  This  lovely  near¬ 
gem  coin  is  easily  deserving  of  the  assigned 

grade,  and  then  some.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 5,250 

Most  Mint  State  1800  half  cents  survive  due  to  two  hoards. 
The  first  was  recovered  early  in  this  century  while  the  second 
was  found  in  Boston  in  the  late  1930s.  Prior  to  the  discovery  of 
these  hoards,  Uncirculated  half  cents  of  this  coinage  date  were 
considered  rare  as  noted  by  Frossard  in  his  1879  monograph 
on  the  denomination. 

1810  B-l,  C-l.  F-15  (PCGS) . 99 

1826  B-l,  C-l,  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Fabulous  color  and 
surfaces . 745 

Gem  Proof  1831  Half  Cent  Rarity 


1831  B-2.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  "First  Restrike"  1831  half  cent,  with 
the  reverse  of  1836.  This  variety  is  only  known  in 
Proof  quality.  Of  the  few  that  exist,  nearly  all  are 
of  considerably  lower  grade  and  eye  appeal  than 
the  sparkling  gem  offered  here.  This  variety  was 
struck  after  the  production  of  1836  Proof  half 
cents  sharing  the  same  reverse  die.  The  latter  coins 
were  considered  Originals,  and  were  actually 
struck  in  1836 .  24 §i 

The  1 836 dated  coins  have  perfect  reverse  dies  while  these 
1831  restrikes  have  a  cracked  reverse  die  In  his  I  m  vc/eivilwet 
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United  States  Half  Cents,  author  Walter  Breen  listed  26  ex¬ 
amples  from  this  die  pair;  however,  we  suspect  some  of  these 
may  have  represented  duplication,  with  perhaps  just  20  dis¬ 
tinct  examples  known.  In  addition,  he  listed  nine  Originals  in 
Proof  and  another  five  Second  Restrike  examples,  bringing  the 
total  Proof  population  of  this  date  to  just  over  30  coins. 

The  collecting  of  Proof  half  cents  of  the  rarity  years  is  an 
interesting  pursuit.  While  all  are  fairly  expensive,  in  terms  of 
their  absolute  rarity  they  are  priced  much  less  than  better 
known  varieties  in  other  series.  A  complete  date  set  of  such 
pieces  would  include  1831,  1836,  1840  through  1848,  1849 
Small  Date,  and  1852. 

1832  B-3,  C-3.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lovely  mahogany 

and  tan  surfaces  with  splashes  of  darker  brown. 
A  pleasing,  fully  lustrous  example,  for  the  type 
collector . 439 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces . 595 

1833  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN . 245 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  mix  of 

deep  chocolate  brown  and  medium  tan  on 
glossy,  lustrous  surfaces.  This  is  the  one  for  your 
type  set! . 595 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Medium  brown  with 

splashes  of  darker  brown  and  olive.  Struck  from 
clashed  dies,  lending  interest  (we  endeavor  to 
mention  such  features  as  we  see  them,  although 
the  certification  services  do  not) . 265 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

with  lustrous  dark  brown  obverse.  The  reverse  is 
lighter  tan  with  iridescent  highlights.  Exquisite 
detail  and  excellent  lustre.  Tiny  obverse  die  crack 
links  stars  2-7.  All  1833  half  cents  — circulation 
strikes  as  well  as  Proofs  — were  made  from  one 
die  pair,  causing  all  sorts  of  complexities  when 
a  prooflike  piece  (of  which  this  is  not  one)  is 
found! . 575 

1855  B-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  surfaces. 
Weak  obverse  and  reverse  borders  are  typical  of 
this  issue.  An  ideal  example  to  consider  for  your 

type  set . 1,195 

1855  B-l  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Medium  brown  and  ol¬ 
ive  iridescent  highlights . 595 

1855  B-l.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 
surfaces  with  mostly  red . 425 

Large  Cents 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  copper  cents  —  some¬ 
thing  for  just  above  everyone.  United  States  large 
cents  have  always  provided  the  backbone  to  numis¬ 
matics  in  this  country.  Year  in  and  year  out  they  have 
appealed  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends  who  have  ap¬ 
proached  them  from  several  angles  ranging  from 
assembling  a  date  set  to  studying  the  details  of  the 
numerous  interesting  varieties.  Dr.  Sheldon  wrote  in 
1949  in  Early  American  Cents,  to  the  effect  that  after 
numismatists  have  tried  everything  else,  they  return 
to  collecting  old  coppers— which  are  enticing  and 
even  lovable  with  their  varied  surfaces,  hues  that 
would  challenge  the  palette  of  Jack  Frost,  etc.  While 
today  many  people  who  have  cut  their  teeth  in  the 
more  standard  series  do,  indeed,  turn  to  early  cop¬ 
pers,  in  recent  decades  other  branches  of  numismatics 
have  gained  great  popularity  (the  rise  of  specialty 


clubs  has  helped  a  lot)  — including  tokens,  medals, 
colonials,  paper  money,  and  more. 

In  general,  the  collecting  specialties  within  the 
large  copper  cent  series  are  as  follows: 

1793-1814:  The  series  of  coppers  covered  in  detail 
by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon's  1949  work,  Early  Ameri¬ 
can  Cents,  and  its  revision  in  1958,  Penny  Whimsy  (by 
Sheldon,  updated  by  Walter  H.  Breen  and  Dorothy  I. 
Paschal).  Now,  we  have  the  new  book, " Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  States  Cents,  1793-1814" 
which  can  be  ordered  for  spring  2001  delivery.  Cents 
are  attributed  by  "S"  numbers  per  Sheldon.  Rarities 
include  1793, 1799  (especially),  and  1804.  The  most 
varied  single  date  is  1794,  which  comprises  65  differ¬ 
ent  die  varieties  and  combinations.  The  forthcoming 
massive  study  of  the  series  by  the  late  Walter  Breen, 
edited  by  Mark  Borckardt,  will  make  much  more  in¬ 
formation  available.  This  most  recent  volume  is 
currently  at  the  printer,  as  it  has  been  for  about  two 
months,  and  is  now  being  offered  for  sale  on  a  pre¬ 
publication  basis. 

1816-1839:  These  are  the  so-called  "middle  date" 
cents,  a  range  that  includes  no  great  rarities  (so  far  as 
basic  dates  are  concerned,  although  some  die  varieties 
are  rare).  Several  different  portraits  are  found,  includ¬ 
ing  the  homely  (or  beautiful,  depending  upon  your 
viewpoint;  we  like  the  image)  Matron  Head  first  used 
in  1816  and  several  interesting  heads  of  the  1835-1839 
era  by  engraver  Christian  Gobrecht.  Classification  of 
these  cents  as  well  as  later  19th-century  dates  is  to 
Howard  R.  Newcomb's  book,  United  States  Copper 
Cents  1816-1857. 

1839-1857:  The  Braided  Hair  or  Coronet  Head  type, 
by  Christian  Gobrecht.  All  dates  are  inexpensive  and 
highly  collectible. 

There  are  many  other  fine  books  available,  in¬ 
cluding  those  by  William  Noyes,  John  Wright,  and 
Bob  Grellman,  to  give  a  short  list. 

The  beautiful  part  of  cent  collecting  is  that  while 
gem  Mint  State  coins  are  nice  to  have,  there  are  so  few 
of  them  around  that  most  specialists  opt  for  such 
grades  as  Fine,  VF,  EF,  and  AU. 

One  great  way  to  start  is  to  collect  one  of  each 
Guide  Boo/c -listed  variety,  starting,  for  example,  with 
the  "Middle  Dates"  (described  above).  Your  budget 
will  handle  it,  lovely  coins  exist  in  worn  grades,  and, 
as  Dr.  Sheldon  said  (sort  of,  we  paraphrased),  such 
coins  are  lovable. 

Superb  1794  Large  Cent 


1794  Sheldon-44.  Short  Bust  variety.  AU-55.  An  ex¬ 
traordinarily  lovely  example  of  the  date,  a  coin 
that  is  unquestionably  worthy  of  the  assigned 
grade  in  all  respects.  Somewhat  glossy  olive- 


brown  with  sharp  design  details  and  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal.  One  must  look  long  and  hard  to 
find  even  a  minor  blemish  on  this  beauty!  Why 
not  make  this  one  the  centerpiece  of  your  large 
cent  collection?  You  probably  won't  find  a  nicer 
specimen  within  the  grade  range,  especially  for 
just . 4,995 

Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  Diagnostic  obverse  die 
crack  runs  from  the  back  of  the  Liberty  cap,  downward  through 
the  field  and  across  the  17  in  the  date.  A  reverse  crack  runs 
from  the  rim  between  S  and  O,  downward  to  the  top  of  the  N 
in  ONE. 

1798  S-166.  Second  Hair  Style,  Large  8.  VF-25 

(PCGS).  A  pleasing  dark  brown  specimen  of  this 
popular  date  and  variety.  The  so-called  Wltisker 
Variety,  from  a  tiny  hair-like  die  defect  under  Miss 
Liberty's  chin.  The  reverse  has  a  heavy  die  crack 
from  the  fraction  curving  through  the  left  branch 
to  E  of  UNITED.  This  is  common  to  all  known 
examples  of  this  variety . 1,195 

1802  S-229.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  well-centered 
devices.  Dark  olive-brown.  A  very  difficult  die 
variety  in  this  condition.  A  rare  early  die  state. 
The  reverse  die,  which  was  combined  with  four 
different  obverse  dies,  is  instantly  identified  by 
the  broken,  or  incomplete  ribbon  bows  directly 
below  CENT . 1,195 

Lovely  High-Grade  1813  Cent 


1813  S-292.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  deep  ma¬ 
hogany  brown  on  the  obverse,  with  mostly  choco¬ 
late  brown  and  some  tan  on  the  reverse.  A  few 
stray  marks  are  present,  but  the  main  devices  — 
Liberty  and  the  wreath,  for  instance— are  blem¬ 
ish-free.  A  delightful  example  of  a  date  that  is, 
more  often  than  not,  porous  and  unattractive. 
When  buying  we  select  the  finest  coins  available 
so  that  you  may  collect  with  pride;  and  the 
present  piece  is  no  exception  to  that  rule! ..  2,195 

Gem  Uncirculated  1819  Cent 


1819  Newcomb-9.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  delightfully 
frosty,  superbly  lustrous,  and  mostly  red  speci¬ 
men  of  a  popular  date.  Blemish-free,  with  a  deep 
strike  and  an  overall  quality  that  will  fit  well  in 
any  high  quality  collection . 3,150 
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Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 

Presented  in  a  single  volume  is  all  pertinent  information  regarding 
the  history  oflarge  cents  and  data  about  every  variety.  This  895-page 
hardbound  illustrated  volume  provides  enlarged  photographs,  de¬ 
scriptions,  rarity  information,  die  state  data,  and  condition  census 
information  (provided  by  Del  Bland)  about  every  die  variety  for  the 
period  covered.  Included  are  new  varieties  never  before  published 
in  a  book-length  study.  Historical  information  for  each  coinage 
year  is  presented,  along  with  quick  attribution  keys  and  additional 
die-linked  plates  in  the  style  of  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon’s  earlier 
reference  on  the  subject. 

Including  a  survey  of  past  literature  and  a  special  section  on 
the  minting  process  created  by  numismatic  scholar  Craig 
Sholley,  this  volume  describes  all  die  varieties  within  each 
year,  numbering  345  marriages,  13  additional  sub-varieties, 
and  three  restrikes.  Varieties  are  presented  in  a  new  emission 
sequence  and  numbering  order  proposed  by  the  author.  Never  before  has  this  much 
information  about  the  series  been  included  in  a  single  volume. 

To  reserve  your  copy,  call  Mary  Tocci  toll-free  at  1  -800-222-5993  with  your  credit  card  number.  Or  mail,  fax,  or  e-mail 
your  order  to  Mary  at  the  address  below.  The  book  is  now  being  printed,  and  delivery  is  anticipated  in  March. 


Regular  Hardbound  edition:  $89.95 — Special  price:  $65.00 
Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BBR999 

Deluxe  Hardbound  edition:  $149.95 — Special  price:  $105.00 
Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BBR999-A 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A  Collectors  Universe™  Company 

Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894.  To  Order  Call  1-800-222-5993,  In  NH  569-5095,  FAX  603-569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com.  e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 
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This  lovely  gem  cent  was  Lot  41  in  our  sale  of  the  Walter 
H.  Childs  Collection,  August  1999.  That  collection  was  impor¬ 
tant  for  its  depth  of  content  —  it  contained  an  1804  Draped  Bust 
dollar  which  brought  a  world  record  price  of  $4.14  million  — 
and  the  overall  beauty  of  the  coins  therein. 

Popular  and  Choice  1820/19  Overdate 
1820/19  N-3.  Small  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous 
light  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  red  and  faint 
blue  patina.  Popular  overdate  crossing  two  de¬ 
cades . 1,195 

Three  different  overdate  varieties  exist  for  coinage  of 
1820.  These  three  overdates  are  each  from  a  different  die  pair, 
with  three  overdated  obverse  dies  combined  with  three  differ¬ 
ent  reverse  dies. 

Gem  1820  N-13  Cent 
Exceptional! 

1820  N-13.  Large  Date.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red 
with  a  generous  quotient  of  lustre.  In  fact,  this 
90%  to  95%  original  Mint  red  coin  has  more  "red" 
than  some  coins  we've  seen  graded  MS-65  RD. 
Wonderful  eye  appeal.  A  splendid  1820  N-13  cent 
of  the  quality  which  makes  us  regret  that  we  only 

have  one  such  coin  in  our  inventory . 1,950 

1820  N-13  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN.  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  highly  lustrous  tan  surfaces  accented 
by  pale  blue  toning.  Among  Randall  Hoard  vari¬ 
eties  from  1816  to  1820,  this  die  variety  is  the  most 
sharply  detailed,  a  wonderful  candidate  for  the 
type  collector . 1,195 

Attractive  1823  Restrike  Cent 
1823  Restrike.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  in  most 
areas,  with  attractive  light  brown  toning.  A  very 
high  quality  specimen  of  this  fascinating  coin— a 
variety  born  under  unrecorded  circumstances  in 
the  early  1860s,  and  which  furnished  the  subject 
for  a  talk  by  our  own  Mark  Borckardt  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society's  Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference  a  few  years  ago.  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  from  a  very  late  die  state . 1,695 

1826  N-7  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  tan  with 
splashes  of  darker  brown.  Hints  of  orange  may  be 

seen  on  the  reverse . 1,095 

1829  N-5.  Small  Letters.  Rarity-3.  F-12  or  finer.  Well  cen¬ 
tered  with  medium  to  dark  brown  surfaces.  ...  169 
1837  N-10.  Head  of  '38.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Gorgeous 
olive-tan  surfaces  with  chestnut  highlights.  Con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal . 1,195 

1837  N-3.  Head  of  '38,  Plain  Hair  Cord.  MS-64  BN 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  brown . 775 

1848  N-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  dark  brown 
surfaces  with  splashes  of  lilac,  gold,  and  iridescent 

toning.  Bases  of  18  are  recut  below . 569 

1848  N-23.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  medium  brown 
surfaces.  A  coin  with  a  great  deal  of  old-fashioned 
eye  appeal.  Would  that  all  MS-65  BN  cents  were 
this  nice! . 995 

1848  N-21.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous 

medium  brown  surfaces  with  some  mint  red 
visible . 215 

1849  N-22.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  tan  surfaces. 
Some  finges  of  original  mint  red  (mint  orange  is 


really  the  proper  color  designation)  peek  out  here 
and  there  and,  in  the  words  of  popular  retailing, 
are  offered  free  with  the  purchase  of  this  cent! 

Seriously,  it  is  a  very  handsome  piece . 1,195 

1851  N-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  olive-brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  considerable  orange  mint  lustre . 875 

1851  N-2.  MS-64  RD  (NGC). A  thoroughly  pleasing 
example  of  the  grade  and  design  type.  Large  cents 
of  the  Coronet  (or  Braided  Hair)  design  type  are 
difficult  to  locate  with  nice  mint  red  features;  fully 
red  specimens  such  as  offered  here  are  definitely 
in  the  minority  where  quality  and  appeal  is  con¬ 


cerned.  Call  quickly  on  this  one! . 1,375 

1853  N-10.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Great  lustre  with  brick 
red  surfaces.  About  80%  red! . 850 


Desirable  1854  Test  Date  Cent 


1854  cent.  N-16.  Test  date.  Date  punched  three  times. 

AU.  An  1854  copper  cent  into  which  a  four-digit 
Mint  date  logotype  has  been  punched  three 
times— a  souvenir  from  the  Die  Department  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  1854!  Descended  in  an  old 
Philadelphia  family,  and  only  recently  taken  from 
its  place  of  repose  and  shown  to  Dave  Bowers, 
who  bought  it  on  the  spot!  A  great  conversation 
item  for  the  pattern  enthusiast  or  copper  cent  spe¬ 
cialist!  First  we  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of!  An 
exciting  cent! . 2,495 

1855  N-3.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 

mostly  red . 995 

1855  N-4.  Upright  55.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  satiny  dark  brown  lustre  and  traces  of 

orange  on  the  reverse . 1,125 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  lustrous  olive-brown  surfaces.  Con¬ 
siderable  orange  lustre  is  visible,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  An  attractive  example  of  our  last  circula¬ 
tion  strike  large  cent  issue . 975 

Small  Cents 

What  shall  we  say  about  collecting  small  cents? 
Actually,  this  field  is  so  popular,  so  widely  enjoyed, 
that  it  hardly  needs  any  encouragement  from  us. 
Each  time  we  get  a  bunch  of  Flying  Eagle,  Indian,  and 
Lincoln  cents,  they  leave  our  inventory  as  fast  as  if 
they  had  wings. 

If  small  cents  are  your  forte,  you'll  enjoy  our  qual¬ 
ity.  If  you  are  seeking  low,  low  price,  you  will  NOT 
find  it  here  — simply  because  we  often  pay  well  over 
"bid"  and  other  listings  if  a  coin  has  a  combination  of 
proper  (to  our  eye)  numerical  grade,  excellent  strike, 
and,  most  important  of  all,  excellent  aesthetic  appeal. 
The  last  is  a  quintessential  quality -you  won't  see  a 


rating  for  "quality"  listed  on  a  certified  holder,  nor  a 
listing  for  quality  coins  in  price  guides.  However, 
probably  more  so  than  in  any  other  popular  branch  of 
American  numismatics,  quality  is  highly  important 
when  buying  copper  coins. 

In  any  event,  one  of  the  reasons  our  little  cents 
seem  to  have  little  wings  and  fly  out  so  rapidly  is  that 
most  Bowers  and  Merena  clients  are  serious  numis¬ 
matists,  not  newcomers,  and  appreciate  what  we  do. 

Enjoy  the  latest  selection  for  our  Rare  Coin  Review. 
Mark  Borckardt,  Gordon  Wrubel,  and  others  have 
been  traveling  all  over  the  place  to  write  checks  and 
buy  quality  coins— and  you  are  the  beneficiary  from 
their  connoisseurship! 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 


Gem  1858  S.L.  Cent 


1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  Small  Letters  variety,  which  is  much 
rarer  than  the  Large  Letters  variety.  This  particu¬ 
lar  piece  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  we  have 
seen  in  years.  Only  three  pieces  graded  higher 
(MS-66)  by  PCGS.  A  great  coin!!! . 4,950 

The  Small  Letters  font  is  probably  the  work  of  Anthony  C. 
Paquet,  who  was  a  supplier  to  the  Mint  in  the  private  sector 
before  signing  on  as  a  staff  member  in  late  1857. 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  Head  cents  have  long  been  a  popular  se¬ 
ries,  but  never  as  much  so  as  today.  The  market  has 
changed  over  the  years,  and  this  series  seems  to  have 
"come  of  age."  Even  still,  there  are  many  excellent 
opportunities,  especially  when  searching  for  rare  va¬ 
rieties.  As  always,  we  recommend  cherrypicking  for 
quality,  as  we  noted  in  the  introduction  to  the  small 
cents  section.  We  do  this  when  we  buy  for  stock  and 
recommend  that  you  do  the  same.  When  you  com¬ 
pare  price,  do  not  forget  to  compare  quality  as  well. 
Over  a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with  a 
penchant  for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be  just 
what  they  have  hoped  for. 

Our  current  listing  includes  numerous  lovely 
Mint  State  and  Proof  examples  that  will  be  a  pleasure 
to  own.  To  our  way  of  thinking  there  are  many  excel¬ 
lent  values  to  be  found  among  Mint  State  and  Proof 
coins  with  red-brown  and  brown  surfaces,  as  these 
are  often  priced  at  far  less  than  "red"  coins,  but  can  be 
nearly  as  beautiful. 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  even  golden  bronze 

with  excellent  lustre  and  choice  eye  appeal  for 
the  grade.  Full  cartwheel  and  a  pleasing  look 
make  this  a  prime  specimen  of  this  one-vear 
type  coin . 925 

Obverse  with  Indian  portrait  as  first  produced  in  pattern 
form  in  1858  (in  which  vear  the  date  logotype  was  arranged 
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with  the  numerals  in  a  straight  line;  on  the  circulation  strike 
issues  of  1859  the  date  is  arranged  in  an  arc  or  curve).  The 
reverse  ot  the  1859  Indian  cent  has  a  laurel  or  olive  (both 
designations  were  used  in  Mint  correspondence)  wreath. 

I860  MS-65  (PCGS).  Great  eye  appeal.  The  lustre  and 
brilliance  are  almost  three  dimensional! . 995 

18b0  MS-64.  Lustrous . 329 

1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  lustre  and  subtle  toning  give 

this  piece  excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Add 
this  date  to  your  set  or  upgrade  your  present 
specimen  for . 995 

1864  Bronze.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre,  about 

90%  mint  red  (!)  with  little  brown  evident  on  the 
surfaces.  Hurry  and  buy  it  before  someone  else 
does! . 595 

1868  VIS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Beautiful  chocolate  brown 
faded  from  mint  color  mixed  with  mottled  red. 
Excellent  eye  appeal  and  lustre  for  this  low-mint¬ 
age  Indian  and  unlikely  to  remain  long  at ....  495 

1869/9  AU-50  (ANACS).  Medium  tan  surfaces. ..  595 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  925 

Enticing  Gem  1870  Cent 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  mint  red  with  choco¬ 

late  brown  and  unbroken  lustre.  One  of  the  "semi¬ 
key"  Indian  cents  and  quite  difficult  to  find  in 
Mint  State,  let  alone  with  this  much  visual  appeal. 
A  very  nice  cent . 1,395 

1871  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Deep  chocolate  brown  and 

violet  with  blushes  of  red.  Fully  struck  and  bril¬ 
liantly  lustrous,  this  cent  is  choice  for  its  assigned 
grade.  The  1871  and  1872  are  second  in  rarity  af¬ 
ter  the  famous  1877  among  cents  of  this  decade. 
Over  a  period  of  years  we  believe  we  have  had 
fewer  pieces  dated  1871  than  1872 .  1,295 

1874  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  with  a  halo 
of  mint  red  at  the  periphery . 549 

1874  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satinv  surfaces  with 
attractive  mint  red  at  the  rims.  A  superb  coin!  350 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Great  eye  appeal  with  a  nice 


blend  of  red  and  brown . 825 

1875  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 609 


Lovely  Gem  1876  Cent 

1876  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  70%  red  with  light  coppery 
green  faded  from  color.  A  beautiful  and  lustrous 
specimen  of  this  much  sought  after  Indian  cent 
date  rarity . 1,325 


Full  Red  Proof  1877  Cent 


1877  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange-red  with 
reflective  surfaces.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
key  date  among  Indian  cents,  one  that  would  fit 
nicely  in  a  high-grade  set  or  stand  alone  as  a  re¬ 
markable  specimen  of  this  popular  and  rare  is- 
. 5,995 

This  is  the  date  in  (he  Indian  cent  series -head  and 


shoulders  above  any  other  issue  in  terms  of  elusivity.  Regard¬ 
ing  Proofs,  the  number  struck  is  not  known,  and  various 
references  have  stated  the  figure  as  510  (the  number  of  silver 
coins  struck  this  year,  with  the  assumption  that  copper  coins 
were  made  in  like  quantity)  upward.  Our  feeling  is  that 
perhaps  1,250  were  made,  more  or  less.  Of  those,  many  have 
suffered  damage  or  have  simply  disappeared.  We  imagine 
that  no  more  than  300  or  400  coins  exist  that  can  be  called  true 
Proof-64  or  finer  today.  Considering  the  fame  and  demand  for 
this  coin,  here,  indeed,  is  a  most  important  offering. 

Desirable  AU  1877  Cent 

1877  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium  brown  with 
subtle  highlights.  Lightly  circulated  but  attractive 
specimens  of  the  1877  cent  are  in  high  demand  — 
and  have  been  as  long  as  collectors  have  been 
drawn  to  the  Indian  cent  series!  We  expect  this 
one  to  find  a  happy  home  with  a  collector  with  a 
discriminating  eye . 1,975 

1877  EF-40  (NGC).  Rich,  attractive  brown  surfaces.  A 
lovely  coin! . 1,395 

1877  VG-10  (NGC).  Smooth  brown  surfaces  and  ex¬ 
cellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  level.  Glossy  and 
attractive . 745 

1877  G-6  (PCGS).  Chocolate  brown  and  very  pleasing 

for  the  grade.  With  all  of  the  indignities  lavished 
upon  most  coins  of  this  grade,  it  is  remarkable 
that  this  piece  survived  its  time  in  circulation  with 
such  nice  visual  appeal . 475 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  lots  of  red  on  both  sides . 995 

1879  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Well  struck  with  90%  red  sur¬ 
faces.  Wonderful! . 295 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  nice  example  of  this 

issue.  The  surfaces  are  mostly  red . 299 

1884  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red . 495 

An  exceptional  specimen  with  mint  red,  per  conventional 
nomenclature,  but  in  all  instances  such  pieces  should  be  called 
mint  orange. 

1885  MS-65  BN.  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium  brown 

with  generous  amounts  of  mint  red  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas  of  legends  and  devices.  A  very 
pleasing  gem  specimen  of  the  most  elusive  single 
date  of  the  decade.  A  find  for  the  advanced  col¬ 
lector . 595 

1885  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red.  A  splendid 
specimen  with  nearly  full  original  color.  Quite 
elusive  in  the  context  of  coins  of  this  decade.  775 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown  with  a  highlights  of  iridescent  colors.  1,295 

The  Type  II  variety  has  the  last  feather  of  the  headdress 
pointing  between  the  C  and  A  of  AMERICA  as  opposed  to  the 
Type  I  where  the  last  feather  points  between  the  I  and  C.  The 
Type  I  was  minted  from  1859  to  1886  and  Type  II  was  minted 
from  1886  to  1909. 

1888  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Red  dominates  medium 
brown  with  excellent  lustrous  cartwheel.  Nice 
and  attractive . 299 

1888  MS-64  BN.  Sharply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lots  of  red  adheres  to  the  peripheral  legends  and 
devices . 139 

1890  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  red . 395 

1900  Proof-64  RB.  (PCGS).  Bright  and  reflective  mint 
color  barely  faded  in  areas,  with  the  reverse  re¬ 
taining  nearly  full  red.  A  nice  specimen  of  this 


century-old  Proof.  A  quality  that  bespeaks  rar¬ 
ity.  Most  at  the  Proof-64  level  are  not  nearly  this 

nice . log 

1907  F-12.  Struck  5%  off  center  (PCGS).  An  interest¬ 
ing  conversation  piece,  a  curious  mint  error.  195 

Phenomenal  Full  Red  1908-S  Cent 


1908- S  MS-66  RD.  (PCGS).  Bright  mint  red  with  a 

pleasing  light  "woodgrain"  effect  and  beautiful 
cartwheel  lustre.  Fully  struck  and  exhibiting  ideal 
eye  appeal.  One  of  the  most  difficult  dates  in  the 
series  to  locate  in  nice  Mint  State;  in  fact,  the 
present  coin  is  a  candidate  for  finest  known  as 
PCGS  has  certified  none  finer.  A  prize  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist  in  the  Indian  cent  series  and  a  coin  for 
which  many  collectors  have  likely  searched  for 
years  without  success . 4,995 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-64  RB  (NCG).  Lustrous  brown 

with  a  lot  of  red.  Lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  In¬ 
dian  series . 945 

1909-S  Indian.  F-12  (PCGS).  A  nice  "middle  grade" 
specimen  of  this  American  classic;  very  pleasing 
detail  and  eye  appeal  but  still  only . 525 

Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are  the  first 
series  collected,  especially  among  young  collectors. 
For  some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a  serious  spe¬ 
cialty,  for  others,  the  Lincoln  cent  collection  is 
replaced  by  other  interests.  For  those  in  the  former 
category,  we  have  several  scarce,  high-quality  coins 
in  stock,  and  are  always  looking  for  more  nice  ex¬ 
amples.  For  those  in  the  latter  category,  take  a  look  at 
a  couple  of  the  popular  key-dates,  such  as  the  1909-S 
V.D.B.  or  1955  Doubled  Die.  Never  collected  this  se¬ 
ries  before?  Discover  many  less  expensive  coins  to 
start  out. 

Somehow  — how  delightful!  — we've  been  able  to 
acquire  a  very  nice,  broad  selection  of  grades  of  the 
ultra-famous  1909-S  V.D.B.  If  this  is  on  your  want  list, 
welcome!  Check  out  other  key  issues  such  as  1914-D 
and  the  1922  "Plain,"  and  you  will  be  pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised.  And,  rounding  out  our  offering  are  some 
really  nice  early  Matte  Proofs. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting,  there  are 
several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents,  one  of  which  we 
publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by  David 
Lange.  This  guide  tells  you  just  about  all  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  Lincoln  cents  from  1909  on¬ 
ward,  plus  a  lot  of  things  you  probably  never 
dreamed  of  asking  about! 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with 


lustrous  red  and  brown  surfaces . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  895 


1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-10  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  surfaces 
with  the  V.D.B.  strong . 755 


10 
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1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-25.  Medium  brown  and  choice, 
with  glossy  surfaces  and  few  marks  for  the  grade. 
A  charming  specimen  of  this  coveted  rarity.  575 
1909-S  V.D.B.  VF-20  (ANACS).  Nice  light  brown 
with  golden  highlights.  The  letters  V.D.B.  are  well 
struck  and  bold  and  this  piece  is  a  splendid  speci¬ 
men  overall,  a  nice  representative  of  the  VF-20 
grade . 545 

Superb  Proof  1909  Lincoln  Cent 
Matte  Proof-66  RD 


1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Attractive 
Matte  Proof  surfaces.  Very  difficult  to  find  at  this 

grade  level  and  color . 2,695 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown.  Mintmark  leans  sharply  to  the  right— an 

interesting  feature  (at  no  extra  cost!) . 239 

1911-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Blazing  red  surfaces.  A 
gorgeous  coin.  Reverse  die  aligned  150°  (instead 
of  the  normal  180°).  A  find  for  the  specialist  who 
has  been  seeking  a  high-quality  specimen  ..  995 
1911-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red.  Quite  elusive 
in  this  grade,  and  generally  found  on  the  market 

one  coin  at  a  time . 595 

1911-D  AU-53 . 72 

1913  Matte  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  Attractive  red  and 

brown  reflective  surfaces . 995 

Brilliant  Gem  1913-S  Cent 


1913-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  reddish-orange. 


Scarce  at  this  grade  level . 3,550 

1914  AU-50 . 29 


Key  Date  1914-D  Lincoln  K  Rarity 


1914-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  nearly 
fully  red.  A  satiny  gem  example  of  the  key  date  to 
the  Lincoln  cent  series,  at  least  where  gem  qual¬ 
ity  is  concerned.  The  much  heralded  1909-S 
V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  rarity  takes  a  back  seat  to  the 
present  date  where  gem  specimens  are  concerned. 
Many  people  put  aside  examples  of  the  1909-S 
V.D.B.  issue  as  the  first  of  its  kind.  By  1914,  how¬ 
ever,  the  novelty  of  the  new  type  had  worn  off, 
and  only  a  very  few  collectors  had  the  foresight  to 


add  Mint  State  1914-D  Lincolns  to  their  collections. 
The  majority  of  the  mintage  found  its  way  into 
pocket  change,  with  the  end  result  that  today,  the 
typical  1914-D  cent  is  apt  to  be  just  VG  to  VF.  Don't 
miss  this  opportunity  to  add  this  gem  Uncirculated 
key  date  to  your  growing  collection! . 6,695 

Bright  and  Beautiful  1914-S  Cent 
191 4-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS)  Well  struck  with  bright  red 


surfaces.  Very  difficult  to  locate  with  such  a  high 
quality  appearance.  Another  find  for  the  quality¬ 
conscious  buyer . 3,150 

1914-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS). A  satinv  and  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date,  nicely  struck  and  somewhat 
matte-like  in  appearance.  Definitely  choice  for  the 


assigned  grade . 1,075 

1914-S  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces 
with  a  few  hints  of  original  mint  orange . 895 


Coins  and  Mathematics 


The  following  came  from  E.  John 
Hornsby,  ]r.,  one  of  the  authors  of  the  book, 
the  cover  of  which  is  illustrated  here.  John 
wrote  as  follow: 

For  many  years  1  have  read  your 
writings  and  I  am  one  of  the  greatest 
admirers.  (You  may  remember  me  as 
the  person  who  sent  in  the  photo  of  the 
man  standing  in  front  of  the  one-mil¬ 
lion  silver  dollars,  which  you  used  in 
one  of  your  publications  about  2  years 
ago.)  I  too  am  an  author,  using 
my  years  of  experience  in  math¬ 
ematics  classrooms  as  a  basis  for 
my  writings.  I  am  enclosing  for 
your  library  the  latest  edition  of 
our  mathematics  text.  Math¬ 
ematical  Ideas,  published  by 
Addison  Wesley.  (I  often  fly  into 
Manchester  when  I  have  busi¬ 
ness  in  Reading,  MA.) 

I  think  you  might  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  photos  and  discus¬ 
sions  on  pages  287-288  and  page 
295.  Thanks  to  your  firm  for  al¬ 
lowing  us  to  use  the  Eliasberg 
photos.  In  the  discussions,  I 
wrote  about  the  use  of  common 
fractions  1/100  and  1/200  in  the 
early  cents  and  half  cents.  And  I 
could  not  pass  up  the  great  op¬ 
portunity  of  using  the  1/000  error  coin  to 
lead  into  the  mathematical  impossibility 
of  division  by  zero. 

You  often  write  of  your  love  for  your 
library,  and  I  hope  that  this  book  will  find 
a  place  in  it. 

Best  wishes  to  you  and  everyone  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  for  a  happy 
and  healthy  New  Year. 

Sincerely, 

John  Hornsby,  Jr. 


A  cent  comes  alive  — as  illustrated  here 
in  John  Hornsby's  book  illustrating  the  er¬ 
ror  fraction  1/000.  On  another  page,  also 
shown,  is  a  Mint  State  1796  (!)  half  cent  and 
a  matching  1793  copper  cent  — also  used  for 
education.  We  think  that  the  w  hole  idea  is 
just  great! 
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1*^15  Matte  Proof  Cent  Rarity 


1915  Matte  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Impressive  mint 
color  faded  to  light  orange  and  rose  to  visual  ap¬ 
pealing  effect.  Very  rare  in  this  grade— or  even 
close  to  it!  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 


ist  and  a  lovely  addition  to  any  collection.  2,895 

1915- D  AU-50 .. . 39 

1916- S  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Choice  chocolate  brown 

with  much  red  and  an  excellent  full  strike.  A  su¬ 
premely  attractive  specimen  of  this  issue,  which 
is  nearly  impossible  to  find  this  fine . 995 

1918  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown . 37 

1918  MS-60  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 14 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red . 185 


Gem  Uncirculated  1921-S  Cent 
1921-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  highly  pleasing  and 
highly  lustrous  example  of  this  scarce  and  popu¬ 
lar  branch  mint  issue.  The  bright  (and  nearly  fully 
red)  surfaces  exhibit  a  pleasing  woodgrain  effect 
that  is  enticing  in  its  appeal.  A  beauty  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  nicely  struck  and  visually  appeal¬ 
ing . 1,545 

1922  No  D.  VF-35.  One  of  the  most  desired  of  all 
Lincoln  cent  varieties,  and  one  of  the  most  cu¬ 
rious . 975 

High  Grade  1922  "Plain"  Cent 

1922  No  D.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Smooth  chocolate 

brown . 1,995 

1922  No  D.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Strong  reverse  with  a  dark 

brown  obverse . 695 

1925  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Full  mint  color  and  excep¬ 
tional  lustre.  Not  rare  but  certainly  splendid  in 

appearance . 215 

1925  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  red  and  lustrous....  99 
1925-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Well  struck  attractive  red 
surfaces.  A  splendid  coin  that  eclipses  in  quality 


some  MS-65  coins  we've  seen! . 495 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  surfaces.  A 

very  difficult  coin  to  locate  in  full  red . 495 

1927- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Flashy  red . 350 

1929  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. ..  215 

1929  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1930  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1935  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1935-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  We  just  pur¬ 
chased  a  small  group  of  these  and  offer  them 
while  they  last,  each . 59 

1935-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1935-S  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Vibrant  red . 99 

1935-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  Only  three 

pieces  graded  higher  by  PCGS.  (MS-67) . 119 

1937-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS)  Brilliant  red . 39 

1937-S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red .  145 

1937-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 39 


1938-D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 129 

1938-S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS). Brilliant  red.  None  graded 

higher  by  PCGS . 119 

1938-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 36 


1939  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  We  have  re¬ 
cently  purchased  a  truly  marvelous  holding  of 
superb  gem  Lincoln  cents  of  the  1930s  and 
1940s— coins  which  are  available  easily  enough  in 
lower  grades  but  which  in  the  superb  quality  of¬ 
fered  here  can  be  called  elusive,  scarce,  or  in  some 
instances  even  rare.  If  quality  is  your  forte,  avail 
yourself  of  what  we  offer — as  the  pieces  certainly 


will  not  last  long! . 32 

1940  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 32 

1940-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 32 

1941  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 32 

1942- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 59 

1943  Steel.  MS-67  (PCGS) . 55 

1943  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 35 

1943- D  Steel.  MS-66.  (PCGS) . 39 


1943-S  Steel.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Razor  sharp  strike  with 
blazing  silver  surfaces.  None  graded  higher.  Wow! 
Who  would  have  ever  thought  that  a  1943-S  steel 


cent  could  have  such  a  high  market  price? ..  1,395 

1943-S  Steel.  MS-67  (PCGS) . 79 

1943-S  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 39 

1945-D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  None  graded 

higher  by  PCGS . 85 

1949-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 39 

1953  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1954  Proof-68  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1954  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1955  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1955  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1955  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1955- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1959-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1960  Small  Date  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

1962  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only 

two  graded  higher  by  PCGS . 299 

1964  Proof  69  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  with  a  Cameo 

obverse . 59 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 


1964  Proof-68  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  with  Cameo 


obverse . 39 

1966  SMS.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS) . 49 

1967  SMS.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS) . 49 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red. 

A  very  popular  scarcity  from  our  own  time.  These 
have  been  excellent  sellers  for  us  ever  since  the 

year  they  were  first  discovered . 675 

1972-D  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  RD.  Brilliant . 269 

1972-D  Doubled  Die.  MS-62  RD.  Brilliant . 249 

1995  Doubled  Die  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 29 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

"Experiences  of  a  Rare  Coin  Dealer  in  the  Field  of 
Two-Cent  Pieces,"  the  latest  installment: 

In  issue  No.  138  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  had  an 
embarrassingly  small  selection  of  this  interesting  se¬ 
ries,  and  apologized.  Then,  in  our  most  recent  issue, 


No.  139,  we  bounded  back:  "Our  selection  is  quite  nice 
(a  dramatic  change  from  our  last  Rare  Coin  Review  list- 
ing,  for  which  we  had  to  make  an  apology!)." 

Now  we  have  to  apologize  again!  We  wish  we 
had  more.  However,  they  sell  so  fast  (the  same  seems 
to  be  true  of  about  everything  we  offer)  that  we  cannot 
keep  up  with  the  demand.  If  you  squirreled  away  a 
few  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  choice  two-cent  pieces 
a  few  decades  ago,  we  invite  you  to  reap  a  nice  profit 
by  trading  your  hoard  for  one  of  our  checks! 

Our  business  is  just  the  opposite  of  most  retail 
activities.  Most  of  our  travel  time  and  advertising 
expense  is  spent  buying  coins.  Selling  is  the  easy  part. 
Sometimes  we  think  it  would  be  nice  to  be  a  seller  of 
electronic  equipment,  or  cars,  or  whatever,  where 
there  is  an  unlimited  supply.  But,  we  don't  really 
want  that.  It  is  stimulating  to  chase  two-cent  pieces! 

Gem  1864  Small  Motto  Two  Cents 
Key  Rarity 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lovely  me¬ 

dium  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  red.  Boldly 
struck.  A  winning  example  of  a  key  rarity  in  the 
series . 1,695 

The  Small  Motto  variety  plainly  shows  a  stem  and  theT 
in  TRUST  is  very  close  to  the  ribbon  crease.  This  variety  is  the 
scarcer  of  the  two. 

1865  MS-65  RB  "Fancy"  5.  The  ever-popular 

woodgrain  blend  of  red  and  brown  toning.  Ideal 
for  the  type  collector . 495 

There  are  two  interesting  varieties  of  this  date;  the  tip  of 
the  5  is  either  plain  or  curved  ("fancy"),  the  last  being  the  style 
usually  seen. 

1865  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  "Fancy"  5.  Lustrous  red  and 

brown  surfaces . 269 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Reflective  surfaces  with 
nearly  full  mint  red,  only  lightly  faded  in  places. 
A  beautiful  two-cent  piece . 875 


Gem  Proof  1872  Two  Cents 


1872  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  red  with  frosty 
devices.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  key  date. 
Comparable  high-grade  circulation  strikes  are 
virtually  non-existent,  thus  placing  additional 
demand  on  Proofs  such  as  this . 2,395 

Nickel  34  Pieces 


It's  deja  vu  all  over  again -and  our  comments 
about  two-cent  pieces  can  be  repeated  here.  Wish  we 
had  more  three-cent  pieces.  However,  the  ones  that  we 
do  have  are  quite  nice.  Take  a  look: 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Glittering  satiny  smooth  surfaces 
display  a  whisper  of  pale  champagne.  A  delight¬ 
ful  gem  in  all  respects,  a  prize  for  the  taking!  745 
1869  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frost\  gem  of  nearly 


12 
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unimprovable  quality,  a  coin  possessed  of  ex¬ 
treme  eye  appeal  and  sharpness  of  strike.  All  you 

could  want  in  a  gem,  and  then  some! . 1,095 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  on  reflective 
gray  and  coppery  fields.  Another  Proof-only  rar¬ 
ity,  produced  in  Philadelphia  without  attendant 
circulation  strike  coinage.  Tiny  lint  mark  in  left 
obverse  field  as  struck  and  noted  for  accuracy.  An 


excellent  gem  Proof  specimen . 785 

1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces . 239 


1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  issue  is  much 
rarer  than  the  1887/6  variety.  We  estimate  that  of 
the  Proof  coinage  of  this  year,  2/3  was  of  the 
overdate  and  1/3  of  the  "perfect"  date,  as  here; 
this  would  yield  a  low  mintage  figure  of  only 
1,000  pieces.  The  present  coin  will  be  a  highlight 
to  any  collection . 995 

Silver  3<t  Piece 

Help!  Sell  us  some  silver  three-cent  pieces.  After 
all,  the  American  economy  is  supposed  to  be  in  a  re¬ 
cession,  etc.  Good  time  to  raise  some  money.  Our 
check  awaits!  The  secret  is  that  the  rare  coin  market 
often  runs  just  the  opposite  of  the  American 
economy  -  or,  why  else  has  there  been  such  a  rush  of 
business  around  here  in  January  and  February!  Qual¬ 
ity  has  something  to  do  with  it,  we  like  to  think.  But, 
the  market  is  strong  as  well. 

Welcome  to  our  offering  of  one  silver  three  cent 
piece!  Here  it  is: 

Notable  1858  Trime 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  the  last  year  of  the  Type  II  silver  three-cent 
piece.  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  Mint  State,  espe¬ 
cially  at  this  level . 1,495 

Nickel  5<t  Pieces 


Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced  during  the 
continuing  shortage  of  small  denomination  silver 
coins,  when  citizens  were  forced  to  use  Fractional 
Currency  notes,  which  soon  became  tattered  and 
torn.  First  introduced  to  the  public  in  1866,  this  de¬ 
nomination  and  composition  has  been  an  important 
part  of  our  circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

Our  offering  is  quite  nice  and  includes  several 
particularly  choice  and/or  rare  pieces.  Still,  we  wish 
we  had  more.  Perhaps  in  our  next  issue! 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces 
with  hints  of  rose  on  reverse.  A  very  nice  example 
of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  denomination,  and 
one  of  just  two  years  with  rays  on  the  reverse. 475 

1867  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Boldly  struck  with  wonder¬ 

ful  mint  brilliance.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
very  elusive  issue . 995 


1867  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  irides¬ 

cent  highlights.  The  1867  With  Rays  is  multiples 
rarer  than  the  1866  of  the  same  type,  and  yet  the 
catalogue  prices  are  not  all  that  much  different. 
Years  ago  the  1867  With  Rays  was  recognized  as 
one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  Today  the  dis¬ 
tinction  seems  to  have  been  forgotten,  yielding  an 
opportunity . 379 

1868  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

1871  Proof-63.  Reflective  medium  gray  with  light  iri¬ 

descence  and  splendid  visual  appeal.  Choice  for 
the  grade . 369 

1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Breen-2492.  Doubled  Die  Ob¬ 

verse.  A  visually  stunning  example  of  Proof 
Shield  nickel  coinage.  The  frosted  motifs  and  mir¬ 
rored  fields  are  splashed  with  rich  golden  toning. 
The  annulet  (circle)  at  the  top  of  the  shield  is 
broadly  doubled,  as  are  the  leaves  and  cross  di¬ 
rectly  above.  A  lovely  example  of  the  date,  with 
the  added  "plus"  of  the  doubled  die  obverse  va¬ 
riety  thrown  in  for  good  measure.  You  can’t  lose 
with  this  one . 825 

1875  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  some  splashes  of 

gray.  Scarce  date . 229 

1879/8  Proof-66  (NGC).  This  is  a  brilliant  and  satiny 

cameo  Proof  with  light  gold . 1,075 

1879/8  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Flashy  with  hints  of  blue  and 
gold  toning.  An  exceptional  example  of  this 

Proof-only  overdate  issue . 1,075 

1881  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  Proofs  are  not 
rare  per  se,  the  date  1881  is  a  key  to  the  series,  as 
the  circulation  strike  production  was  small. .  895 
1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ten  to  20  times  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof!  Another  specimen  of  a 
date  remarkable  for  its  low  circulation  strike  mint¬ 
age,  one  of  the  lowest  of  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 895 

1883  Shield.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Impressive  light  gray 
reflective  fields  with  brilliant  cameo  contrast  959 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

The  Liberty  Head  series  starts  out  with  the  rare 
1885  and  continues  through  1912. 

By  date  from  1883  through  1912,  the  series  is 
readily  collectible,  with  only  1885, 1886,  and  1912-S 
being  somewhat  rare.  Of  course,  high-quality  pieces 
are  not  easy  to  find  for  any  date  (we  do  the  work  for 
you  and  find  them!). 

Our  listing  comprises  many  different  dates  in  the 
series,  pick  the  ones  that  interest  you  the  most. 

Popular  Proof  1885  Nickel 
1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast  and  wisps  of  gold  toning.  A  sharply  defined 
and  attractive  Proof  example.  A  key  date  in  this 
series.  It  is  very  interesting  to  contemplate  that 
right  now  this  coin  can  be  purchased  for  much 
less  than  it  would  have  cost  during  the  height  of 
the  "Wall  Street  market"  in  1989!  Throughout  the 
field  of  rare  United  States  coins  there  are  many 
opportunities  in  relation  to  the  valuations  of  more 


than  a  decade  ago . 1,475 

1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Lovely  light  golden  rose  irides¬ 

cence.  An  attractive  Proof  with  moderate  cameo 
contrast.  Very  difficult  to  find  at  the  gem  level  as 
offered  here.  In  our  opinion  the  market  price  is 
very  attractive . 529 

1890  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Lustrous  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 995 

1891  MS-63.  Lustrous  deep  golden  gray  surfaces.  A 
pleasing  example  for  vour  date  collection.  ...  159 

1894  MS-65  (NGC).  A  stunning  gem  with  radiant  light 
gray  lustre  and  very  light  peripheral  champagne 

toning.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  era . 875 

1899  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example,  nicely 
mirrored  with  frost  on  Miss  Liberty's  portrait, 
giving  a  cameo  effect.  Very  sharply  defined.  77 5 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning  over 

satiny  light  gray  lustre . 575 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 229 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant  and 

frosty  light  gray  surfaces . 595 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gold  surfaces.  129 

1906  MS-63.  Lustrous . 129 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1908  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  champagne  surfaces. 

Very  rare  in  gem  Proof  format  and  preservation 

and,  in  our  opinion,  unbelievably  cheap! . 595 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 89 

1912-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive  with 
deep  golden  surfaces.  First  Denver  Mint  coin  of 
this  denomination,  and  an  issue  which  we  have 
found  to  be  quite  elusive.  It  may  come  as  a  sur¬ 
prise  to  read  that  over  the  years  we  have  had 
more  of  the  lower  mintage  1912-S  nickel  in  MS-64 
grade  than  we  have  had  of  the  1912-D.  A  find  for 

the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 495 

1912-D  MS-63.  A  fully  lustrous  specimen  of  this  lone 
Denver  Mint  issue  of  the  Liberty  nickel  with  light 
champagne  surfaces.  Though  very  easy  to  locate 
in  circulated  grades,  it  is  quite  difficult  to  find  in 

this  state . 345 

1912-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 295 

Lovely  Mint  State  1912-S  "V"  Nickel  Key 

1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  B\ 
far  the  lowest  mintage  date  in  the  Liberty  Head 
nickel  series,  the  1912-S  is  difficult  to  locate 
choice  in  any  grade.  Ever  since  the  year  of  issue 
this  has  been  recognized  as  a  key  variety,  and  it 
is  quite  likely  that  a  few  hundred  pieces  were 
saved  by  collectors  and  dealers.  In  the  1950s  we 
would  occasionally  come  across  1912-S  nickels  in 
groups  of  two,  three,  or  four  Uncirculated  pieces, 
left  over  from  such  holdings.  Today  the  supph 
is  widely  distributed,  and  choice  Mint  State 
specimens  are  encountered  one  at  a  time,  and  not 
very  often . 1,795 
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Buffalo  Nickels 

It  you  like  Buffalo  nickels,  you'll  love  doing  busi¬ 
ness  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  And,  good 
news!  Our  selection  is  very  nice,  as  we've  been  very' 
fortunate  in  recent  buying  trips  and  have  brought 
home  some  truly  high  quality  pieces. 

"Headquarters  for  Choice  Buffalo  Nickels."  We 
could  put  up  a  sign  saying  this,  as  the  series  is  one  of 
our  favorites.  For  many  years,  we  have  made  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  these  coins.  We  invite  you  to  "discover"  our 
inventory  and  tap  it  as  a  source  to  build  your  per¬ 
sonal  collection.  Through  our  portals  have  passed 
some  of  the  nicest  pieces  in  existence. 

We  expend  much  effort  to  acquire  truly  choice 
pieces.  Numerical  grading  and  certification  is  only 
one  part  of  the  equation.  Combining  this  with  choice 
quality  makes  the  search  challenging.  However,  we 
are  up  to  the  challenge,  looking  through  hundreds  of 
pieces  to  find  those  few  that  are  just  right.  And  you 
are  the  beneficiary. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive  se¬ 
lection  — one  of  the  finest  ever.  If  you  are  an  advanced 
specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order  pieces  that  you 
still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice  selection  of  high- 
quality  pieces  awaits  you! 

Impressive  Gem  Matte  Proof  1913  Buffalo  5t 


1913  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
a  touch  of  golden  iridescence.  A  truly  splendid 
Matte  Proof  Buffalo  nickel,  one  of  1,520  Proofs 
of  the  date  struck.  The  strike  is  strong,  the 
lustre  is  frosty,  and  the  overall  appeal  says 
"gem"  in  no  uncertain  terms.  James  Earle 
Fraser's  classic  all-American  design  type  at  its 

finest! . 3,295 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66.  Fully  struck  and  lustrous 
silver  gray  with  honey  highlights.  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  of  this  one-year  type . 259 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS^66  (PCGS).  Subtle  golden 
toning  and  bright  cartwheel  lustre  give  this  coin 

superb  eye  appeal . 259 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

191 3-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  535 


Delightful  1914  Buffalo  Nickel 
Gem  Matte  Proof 

1914  Matte  Proof-66.  (PCGS).  A  high  degree  of  lustre 
graces  the  pale  golden  gray  surfaces  of  this  impres¬ 
sive  gem  Matte  Proof  Buffalo  nickel.  Sharply  struck 
and  fully  appealing  as  a  result.  From  a  Matte  Proof 
mintage  for  the  date  of  1,275  pieces,  a  lower  mint¬ 
age  figure  than  the  previous  year . 2,150 

Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  Nickel 

1914  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  golden  sur¬ 

faces  with  hints  of  blue  and  rose.  Matte  Proof 
Buffalo  nickels  were  made  by  treating  the  surface 
of  the  dies  to  impart  a  matte  surface.  The  same  was 
done  with  Lincoln  cents.  However,  for  certain 
(but  not  all)  gold  Proofs  of  the  era,  the  surface  was 
added  later  by  sandblasting  the  coins  after  they 
were  struck . 1,795 

1914- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  give 

this  coin  a  very  pleasing  visual  appeal.  A  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  early  Denver  Mint  date . 419 

This  coin  has  a  small  rim  cud  on  the  obverse  around  four 
o'clock,  a  tiny  break  on  the  edge  of  the  die  that  manifests  as  a 
small  raised  area  at  the  rim.  These  formed  a  very  popular  area 
of  error  collecting  some  years  ago,  though  it  seems  interest 
(and  the  healthy  premium)  in  such  items  has  largely  abated. 
Still,  a  scarce  and  interesting  phenomenon. 

1915  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  gold  and  blue  with 

hints  of  rose  at  the  peripheries . 525 

1915- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  with  golden  high¬ 

lights  and  peripheral  toning.  Choice  eye  appeal 
for  the  grade . 339 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

Rare  and  Choice  1916  Doubled  Die  5C 


1916  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Even 
pewter  gray  with  excellent  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade  and  no  detracting  marks.  This  Doubled  Die 
is  the  strongest  of  the  Buffalo  nickel  series  and  its 
unquestioned  rarity  enriches  its  popularity.  Usu¬ 
ally  found  well-worn  (and  sometimes  even  acid 
dated),  the  1916  Doubled  Die  is  one  of  the  great 
rarities  of  the  American  series  in  VF  and  above. 
This  is  a  truly  exceptional  specimen  and  will  take 
your  collection  from  fine  to  world-class. ..  11,900 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 179 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1913  Nickel 
Buffalo,  Type  II 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 


liant . 1,995 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces  with  hints  of  blue  and  light  gold 

highlights  around  the  peripheries . 895 

1913  Buffalo.Type  II  MS-66(PCGS).  Brilliant  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 895 


AU  1918/7-D  Overdate  Nickel 


1918/7-D  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractive  pewter  gray  with 
amber  highlights  and  some  lustre  remaining.  The 


overdate  is  bold  and  the  coin  is  choice  for  the 
grade.  As  sought-after  as  this  variety  is,  this  high, 
grade  specimen  is  likely  to  become  a  centerpiece 
of  a  high-class  collection  of  Buffalo  nickels.  This 
variety  was  not  discovered  until  years  later,  by 
which  time  Mint  State  pieces  were  no  longer 
readily  available,  and  coins  at  the  AU  level  were 
also  elusive.  As  a  result,  the  vast  majority  of  extant 
pieces  grade  VF  or  below.  This  particular  AU  coin 
is  indeed  exceptional! . 8,950 

1918/7-D  F-15  (PCGS).  Pewter  gray  and  olive  with 
even  wear  and  excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 
Overdate  is  bold  to  the  naked  eye.  This  impres¬ 
sive  overdate  ranks  with  the  boldest  varieties  of 
the  20th  century  like  the  1942/1-D  dime  and  the 
1955  Doubled  Die  cent;  most  Buffalo  nickel  collec¬ 
tors  seek  to  own  one.  This  nice  example  can  be 
yours  for  only . 1,395 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  gray  with  excellent 

lustre.  Brilliant  and  satiny,  this  coin  has  an  ap¬ 
pearance  that  rivals  the  later  Buffalo  nickel  Proofs 
in  its  eye  appeal . 1,395 

1919  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  lustrous  steel  and  gold  with 

excellent  eye  appeal.  Nice  strike  for  the  issue  with 
the  full  lustre  you  would  expect  of  a  gem . 495 

1919  MS-63  (PCGS).  Full  satiny  lustre  and  light 
golden  surfaces  give  this  coin  the  visual  appeal  of 
a  higher  grade . 109 

Marvelous  1919-S  Nickel 


1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces 
with  golden  highlights.  A  truly  wonderful  coin,  a 
piece  that  draws  the  eye  like  a  magnet  and  en¬ 
chants  with  its  combination  of  high  numerical 
grade,  attractive  surfaces,  and  decent  strike.  All 
told,  this  will  be  a  highlight  in  the  finest  collection 
of  the  Buffalo  nickel  series . 3,750 

Stunning  Gem  1920  Nickel 

1920  MS-66  (PCGS).  Outstanding  cartwheel  lustre 
and  bright  silver  gray  surfaces  with  subtle  irides¬ 
cent  toning.  Fully  struck  and  superb  in  every  re¬ 
spect,  this  nickel  could  improve  nearly  any 
assemblage  of  Buffaloes . 1,695 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  pale  violet,  crystal  blue 

and  warm  silver  gray  tones  mingle  beneath  ex¬ 
traordinary  lustre.  Fully  struck  and  very  choice 
for  the  grade . 739 

1921  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  silver  gray  and  subtle  gold 

with  excellent  lustre  and  eye  appeal . 595 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  satiny  surfaces  and  subtle 
gold  lustre.  An  attractive  gem . 459 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces  and  excellent 

lustre  for  the  grade . 159 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  gold  and 

blue . 1 75 
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4926- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  important  va¬ 
rieties  in  the  series,  a  "must  have"  coin  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  collector  who  does  not  want  to  pay 
multiples  more  for  a  Mint  State  example . 825 

[1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces  and  impec¬ 
cable  lustre . 239 

1927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 645 

1928  MS-66  (PCGS). ...  Brilliant  champagne  surfaces 
with  splashes  of  violet . 695 

11928  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  silver  gray  and  great  lustre, 
even  for  a  gem.  Just  a  very  attractive  coin . 239 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1928- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  and  rose  sur¬ 
faces . 139 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Splendid  silver  gray  and 
bright  reflective  cartwheel  lustre.  Magnificent  eye 
appeal  and  a  bold  strike.  Excellent  quality  for  the 
grade  and  worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  high-qual¬ 


ity  collection  of  Buffalo  nickels . 1,095 

1928-S  AU-53 . 139 


Gem  1929-D  Nickel 

1929- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Exceptional  eye  appeal  with 

light  color  and  full  lustre.  The  strike  boldly  brings 
out  the  texture  in  Fraser's  design,  unusual  for  this 
issue.  A  gem  quality  piece  that  would  be  difficult 
to  improve  upon . 1,595 

1930  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Appealing  satiny  lustre  on 

immaculate  surfaces . 519 

1931- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  golden  lustre  with 

splashes  of  blue  and  rose.  Ever  popular  issue  due 
to  its  enticing  low  mintage  figure! . 695 

1931-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Tinges  of  gold  and  violet  co¬ 
exist  harmoniously  with  choice  original  lustre. 
Great  eye  appeal  and  a  nice  full  strike  make  this 
a  piece  that  will  satisfy  any  enthusiast  of  the  se¬ 
ries . 695 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  gray  with  pale 
blue  iridescence  and  satiny  lustre.  A  superb 
specimen . 545 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  satiny 
lustre . 325 

1935-S  MS-64  Brilliant . 69 

Amazing  Superb  Proof  1936  Buffalo  Nickel 
Brilliant  "Type  II"  Finish 


1936  Type  II,  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces.  Proof-67 

(PCGS).  Outstanding!  One  of  the  finest  we  have 

ever  laid  eyes  upon! . 2,995 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Gray  and  gold  with 
bright  mirrored  fields.  With  the  bright  reflective 
fields  typical  of  later  Proofs,  this  piece  has  a  look 
that  no  Buffalo  nickels  had  displayed  before  this 
Proof  emission.  A  landmark  for  the  series.  1,395 


1936  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Bright  mirrored  surfaces  and 
outstanding  eye  appeal.  If  you  seek  to  own  just 
one  Proof  Buffalo  nickel,  this  specimen  could  be 
the  one.  Likely  to  improve  nearly  any  assemblage 

of  the  denomination . 1,395 

1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1937  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  toning  and  splendid  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  Only  three  pieces  graded  higher  by 

PCGS . 375 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

Extraordinary  1937-D  Buffalo  5<t 
1937-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Superb  satiny  lustre  with 
beautiful  bright  silver  gray,  violet,  and  light  blue 
toning.  This  is  the  ultimate  1937-D  nickel,  with 
outstanding  eye  appeal.  None  have  been  graded 

finer  by  PCGS . 1,495 

1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Pale  gold  with  nice  lustre  and 

choice  eye  appeal . 99 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck,  subtly  toned, 

and  very  choice . 99 

1937-D  MS-65.  Silver  gray  and  very  pleasing . 67 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  outstand¬ 
ing  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 67 

1937-D  3  Legged.  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of 
this  scarce  variety . 495 

Superlative  1937-S  5<t 

1937-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Very  light  gray  lustre  featur¬ 
ing  hints  of  blue  and  lilac.  A  superb  gem  with 
exceptional  aesthetic  appeal.  Few  specimens  of 
this  issue  can  compare  with  this;  in  fact,  only  16 
pieces  have  been  graded  by  PCGS  with  none 

higher . 2,195 

1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Golden  toning  and  satiny  lus¬ 
tre . 109 

1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Premium  lustre  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 109 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  beautifully  pre¬ 
served  specimen  with  full  mint  lustre . 219 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (NGC).  Pale  gold  with 

splendid  lustre  and  immaculate  surfaces . 299 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  lustre  and 
eye  appeal.  A  great  specimen  of  this  exciting  and 
interesting  variety . 299 

Jefferson  Nickels 

Recently,  Gordon  Wrubel  and  Mark  Borckardt 
latched  on  to  a  fantastic  group  of  high  quality 
Jefferson  nickels.  What  a  nice  selection  we  have! 
However,  many  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock,  or  we 
have  only  a  few— so  order  as  early  as  you  can.  Each 


is  hand-selected  for  quality. 

1940-D  MS-66  Full  Steps  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1941  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 


1942  Type  I.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1943-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  have  just  bought 
a  very  nice  in-depth  group  of  Jefferson  nickels  of 
the  1940s,  certified  by  PCGS,  and  in  high  Mint 
State  grades  seldom  seen.  We  expect  that  these 
will  not  last  long,  and  thus  we  urge  you  to  buy  as 


many  different  as  you  can . 39 

1943-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1948-S  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1950  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS). Brilliant.  None  graded 

higher  by  PCGS . 1,295 

1950-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  The  1950-D  is,  of  course,  the 

great  "story  coin"  of  the  series.  Many  exist  at 
lower  Mint  State  levels,  but  few  are  found  at  the 

echelon  offered  here . 279 

1851  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  cameo . 109 

1954  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS) . 695 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS) . 279 

1966  MS-67  SMS  (PCGS) . 42 


Gordon  and  Betty  Wrubel  of  our  staff 
are  proud  to  introduce  their  niece,  Melissa 
Ralph,  and  her  skating  partner,  Ryan 
O'Meara.  Representing  the  Detroit  Skat¬ 
ing  Club,  they  are  coached  by  internation¬ 
ally  famous  ice  dancing  coach,  Igor 
Shpilband  and  his  coaching  partner,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Coates.  Although  they  have  only 
been  skating  together  for  nine  months, 
they  placed  fourth  in  the  Junior  Ice  Dance 
competition  at  the  2001  U.S.  National 
Championships  at  the  Fleet  Center  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  As  fourth  place  finishers,  the  USFSA 
officially  named  them  second  alternate  to 
the  U.S.  World  Jr.  Team. 
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The  "Great  Rarities"  That  Never  Were 

Part  I:  The  New  Jersey  " Kart  Hago "  Cent 


Breathes  there  a  coin  collector  with  a 
soul  so  dead  that  he  or  she  hasn't  lusted 
after  the  great  rarities  of  United  States  nu¬ 
mismatics,  legendary  pieces  like  the  New 
Jersey  KART  HAGO  cent,  the  Novum  Bel¬ 
gium  copper,  the  Massachusetts  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  shilling,  the  1815  large  cent,  and 
the  1805  silver  dollar?  What's  that  you  say? 
You've  never  heard  of  any  of  these  great 
rarities?  You  can't  find  any  of  them  in  the 
Guide  Book?  True,  true,  but  then  why  did 
some  of  the  most  respected  old-time  deal¬ 
ers— men  like  Charles  Steigerwalt, 
Edouard  Frossard,  and  the  Chapman 
brothers  -  offer  examples  of  these  mysteri¬ 
ous  gems  in  their  19th-century  coin  cata¬ 
logues?  So,  if  these  pieces  graced  the  cabi¬ 
nets  of  the  most  advanced  collectors  back 
then,  why  have  they  seemingly  disap¬ 
peared  from  the  face  of  the  earth  today? 

Actually,  to  paraphrase  the  Beatles, 
these  pieces  are  "nowhere,  man."  All  five 
of  these  "great  rarities," 
unlike  Coca-Cola,  were 
not  "the  real  thing."  One 
was  a  counterfeit  of  a  coin 
from  long  ago  and  far 
away;  one  was  a  fantasy 
fabrication,  made  for  fun 
and  never  meant  to  deceive; 
one  was  knock-off  of  a  ir^xxvn 
"coin"  that  had  never  ex¬ 
isted  at  all,  and  two  were 
out-and-out  frauds.  No  mat-  1 
ter  what  the  origin  of  the 
pieces,  however,  they  were  all 
destined  to  first  quicken  the 
pulses,  then  to  dash  the  hopes, 
of  some  of  the  nation's  most 
notable  numismatic  dealers 
and  collectors. 

This  story  will  focus  on  the 
first  of  these  deceptive  "coins", 
the  New  Jersey  KART  HAGO 
cent;  the  other  four  will  be  dis¬ 


cussed  in  subsequent  articles.  Our  first 
glimpse  of  the  KART  HAGO  comes  from 
the  auction  sale  of  the  collection  of  John  W. 
Kline,  held  in  Philadelphia  on  June  12-13, 
1855.  For  years,  the  owner  of  this  collection 
was  mistakenly  believed  to  be  one  A.C. 
Kline  (which  was  a  trade  style  sometimes 


employed  by  John  W.  Kline  in  the  course  of 
his  business  dealings),  but  the  author,  in 
The  Curious  Case  of  the  Coin  Collectors  Kline, 
proved  that  John  W.  Kline  was  indeed  the 


owner. 
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William  Sumner  Appleton  and  his  article  on  the  "Kart  Hago 
cent  in  the  April  1893  American  Journal  of  Numismatics. 


John  W.  Kline's  sale  during  the  summer 
of  1855  was  truly  historic.  It  was  only  the 
second  collection  of  coins  in  the  U.S.  that 
was  large  enough  to  merit  its  own  auction 
catalogue,  and  it  realized  a  record  of  $2,062, 
nearly  twice  the  take  of  the  only  previous 
sale,  that  of  the  collection  of  Dr.  Lewis 
Roper,  on  February  20-21, 1851.  The  Kline 
sale,  in  short,  was  the  biggest  thing  ever  to 
hit  the  world  of  numismatics  up  to  1855. 

And  the  most  significant  coin  in  this 
most  significant  sale  was,  according  to  its 
owner,  the  New  Jersey  KART  HAGO  cent. 
This  was  a  strange  and  wonderful  coin, 
with  a  lot  number  to  match:  72-1/2.  The 
anonymous  cataloguer  of  the  sale  (possibly 
John  W.  Kline  himself),  probably  had  com¬ 
pleted  the  listing  for  the  sale  in  nu¬ 
merical  sequence,  then 
decided  to  add  the  KART 
HAGO,  along  with  a  few 
other  pieces,  at  the  last 
minute:  hence  the  frac¬ 
tional  lot  number. 

The  description  for  lot 
72-1/2  read:  "New  Jersey 
Penny,  copper  -  obv. 

Horse's  head  XL11;  rev. 
KART  HAGO.;  Indian  stand¬ 
ing;  very  fine  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  rare."  Rumor  was  that 
John  W.  Kline  had  refused  an 
offer  of  $100  for  this  piece 
prior  to  the  sale  — at  a  time 
when  a  1793  Chain  Cent  in  su¬ 
perb  condition  was  apt  to  trade 
for  less  than  $10.  In  Kline's 
opinion,  at  least,  the  KART 
HAGO  was  the  single  most 
valuable  American  coin. 


n°>  "nc  word  of 
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The  “Great  Rarities"  Part  I 


by  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 


Over  the  next  three  and  a  half  decades, 
the  KART  HAGO  was  sold  at  auction  on  a 
few  occasions,  on  each  occasion  provoking 
wonderment  as  to  just  how  it  fit  into  the 
New  jersey  series.  Although  it  had  a 
horse's  head  that  looked  very  much  like 
those  on  the  more  typical  New  Jersey  cop¬ 
pers,  it  also  had  that  distinctive  "KART 
HAGO"  and  the  Roman  numeral  "XLII", 
neither  of  which  graced  any  other  New  Jer¬ 
sey  cent.  For  example,  when  it  appeared  in 
Charles  Steigerwalt's  1891  auction  of  the 
George  Morris  Collection,  cataloguer 
Steigerwalt  candidly  concluded  his  de¬ 
scription  by  asking  "What  is  it?"  No  one 
knew,  not  even  the  man  who  "wrote  the 
book"  on  the  New  Jersey  series,  Dr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Maris.  In  1881,  when  he  published 
his  masterwork,  A  Historic  Sketch  of  the 
Coins  ofNeiv  Jersey,  the  good  doctor  simply 
omitted  any  mention  of  the  enigmatic 
KART  HAGO. 

It  was  not  until  1892  that  a  numismatic 
Sherlock  Holmes  stepped  forth  to  deduce 
the  answer  to  this  enigma.  The  scholarly 
collector  William  Sumner  Appleton,  of 
Boston,  acquired  the  KART  HAGO  in  that 
year.  Appleton  had  been  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Boston  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety  back  in  1860,  and  it  was  said  that  he 


owned  more  coins  than  all  of  his  fellow 
members  put  together.  Appleton  had  had 
his  eye  on  the  KART  HAGO,  it  turned  out, 
ever  since  it  was  sold  at  auction  in  1863,  as 
part  of  the  Benjamin  Haines  Collection. 
Now,  at  last,  it  was  his  to  have,  to  hold, 
and  to  study. 

And  study  it  Appleton  did,  publishing 
his  findings  in  the  American  Journal  of  Nu¬ 
mismatics  for  April  of  1893.  This  article 
must  have  proven  mortifying,  indeed,  to 
the  many  dealers  and  collectors  who  had 
scratched  their  heads  admiringly  over  this 
"New  Jersey"  copper.  Appleton  pointed 
out  the  obvious:  nowhere  on  the  coin  were 
the  words  "Nova  Caesarea"  (New  Jersey) 
in  evidence,  but  it  did  prominently  men¬ 
tion  KART  HAGO  (Carthage).  He  went  on 
to  demonstrate  that  the  piece  was  most 
likely  a  relatively  modern  counterfeit  of  an 
actual  ancient  coin,  and  he  provided  cita¬ 
tions  to  old  coin  books  in  which  genuine 
examples  of  this  coin  were  illustrated. 

How  could  so  many  numismatic 
double  domes  have  been  so  doubly  wrong 
about  the  nature  and  the  origins  of  this 
piece?  It  was  probably  the  horse  that  had 
thrown  them  off,  for  it  does  bear  a  more 
than  passing  resemblance  to  the  steed  on 
New  Jersey  cents.  Nonetheless,  a  lot  of 


dealers  and  collectors  no  doubt  felt,  after 
Appleton  had  exposed  their  credulity,  like 
a  certain  part  of  a  horse's  anatomy,  for  they 
had  not  only  mistaken  a  counterfeit  for  a 
genuine  coin,  but  misattributed  its  origin 
by  hundreds  of  years  and  thousands  of 
miles! 

The  whereabouts  of  the  once  storied 
but  now  forgotten  KART  HAGO  is  a  mys¬ 
tery  to  the  author.  William  Sumner 
Appleton  died  in  1903,  leaving  most  of  his 
collection  to  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  which  in  turn  deaccessioned  it  for 
dispersal  in  a  series  of  auction  sales  by 
Stack's  in  the  early-  to  mid-1970s.  The 
KART  HAGO  was  not  among  the  coins 
thus  dispersed.  Wherever  it  may  be,  how¬ 
ever,  we  know  that  it  will  no  longer  be 
touted  as  the  most  valuable  U.S.  coin,  nor 
indeed  as  a  U.S.  coin,  nor  indeed  as  even  a 
genuine  coin  at  all.  How  the  mighty  have 
fallen  — and  how  lucky  was  that  unknown 
numismatist  in  1855  to  have  John  W.  Kline 
refuse  his  offer  of  $100  for  the  "New  Jer¬ 
sey"  KART  HAGO! 

The  next  installment  will  spotlight  the 
" Novum  Belgium  copper/'  the  story  of  which 
will  prove  that  Ann  Landers  was  hardly  the 
first  to  be  vexed  by  pranks  undertaken  by  cre¬ 
ative  and  crafty  undergraduates  from  Yale! 


Take  Advantage  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


h 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the 
grades  you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that  will  be  a 
good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  important, 
hard-to-fmd  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price  range 
of  $250  and  up.  Just  copy  this  page,  complete  the 
form  and  send  it  to  us  by  mail  or  fax.  Use  extra  paper 
if  needed!  Or  go  to  www.bowersandmerena.com  and 
complete  an  electronic  submission  form. 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  every 
convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time  collec¬ 
tions  come  through  our  doors,  and  over  the  telephone 
to  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for 
the  quality  you  receive.  Our  coins 
are  chosen  specifically  for  their  £  ^ 


aesthetic  appeal  in  combination  with  their  technical  grades.  PLUS, 
each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you.  Each  and  every  purchase 
you  make  comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 
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United  States  Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 

Our  selection  of  half  dimes  leapfrogs  the  early 
series  and  jumps  in  an  1829  — in  a  spectacular  way, 
with  a  marvelous  Proof  of  this  issue,  the  first  year  of 
the  Capped  Bust  design.  After  that  there  are  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  really  nice  pieces  you'll  enjoy 
contemplating  for  your  collection. 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 


Impressive  Proof  1829  Half  Dime  Rarity 


1829  Valentine-3,  Logan  McCloskey-2  Proof-64 

(NGC).  Heavily  mirrored  fields  imparted  with  a 
lovely  peripheral  toning  of  russet,  amber,  and  light 
blue.  The  strike  is  bold  and  full  and  the  eye  appeal 
is  simply  exquisite.  One  of  the  most  intriguing  is¬ 
sues  among  early  Proof  coinage,  Breen  relates  that 
1829  half  dimes  were  struck  to  celebrate  the  laying 
of  the  cornerstone  for  the  second  Philadelphia  Mint 
on  July  4th,  1829,  replacing  the  original  establish¬ 
ment  a  few  blocks  away.  We  can  expand  on  this  by 
noting  that  an  early  newspaper  account  states  that 
half  dimes  were  struck  in  the  wee  hours  of  the 
morning  on  July  4th,  indicating  the  Mint  must 
have  been  operating  in  the  hours  before  dawn. 
Taxay  notes  that  three  coins  were  found  in  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  when  it  was  opened  in  1903;  however,  he 
does  not  elaborate  on  what  coins  were  found 
therein.  As  this  was  the  smallest  silver  denomina¬ 
tion  struck  when  the  new  Mint  cornerstone  was 
laid,  it  is  quite  likely  that  additional  pieces  were 
distributed  to  dignitaries  and,  of  course,  to  any  in¬ 
terested  numismatist.  Unfortunately,  this  and 
other  coins  keep  their  secrets  well,  and  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  specific  pedigree  we  can  only  speculate 
as  to  where  it  has  been  and  who  has  owned  it.  Re¬ 
gardless,  the  present  specimen  is  a  very  attractive 
and  very  rare  coin,  struck  in  a  year  which  repre¬ 
sents  a  turning  point  in  American  minting  history 
and  wonderfully  preserved  ever  since.  The  collec¬ 
tor  who  next  finds  this  piece  in  his  or  her  cabinet 
shall  become  a  steward  of  an  important  numis¬ 
matic  specimen . 13,750 

1830  V-ll.  LM-2.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  Pleasing 
champagne  surfaces  with  excellent  lustre  and 


splendid  visual  appeal.  Perfect  for  inclusion  in  a 
Mint  State  type  set . 1,275 

1831  V-la.  LM-6.  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  bril¬ 

liant  silver  gray  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  choice. 
Coins  such  as  this  are  not  easy  to  find . 569 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  buying  coins  takes  much 
more  effort  than  selling  them  — just  the  reverse  of  most  busi¬ 
nesses.  We  travel  constantly  from  coast  to  coast,  from  North  to 
South,  attending  coin  shows,  visiting  other  dealers,  purchas¬ 
ing  private  collections,  and  otherwise  acquiring  examples  for 
our  stock,  always  with  an  eye  for  quality.  You  as  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  customer  are  the  beneficiary. 

1831 V-7.  LM-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  toning 
enhances  this  piece's  cartwheel  lustre  and  nice 
overall  eye  appeal . 429 

Noteworthy  1832  Half  Dime 

1832  V-l.  LM-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  great 

lustre  for  the  grade  and  full  of  eye  appeal.  One  of 
the  more  interesting  reverse  dies  in  the  early  half 
dime  series,  the  reverse  used  to  strike  this  coin 
made  its  debut  in  1830  and  was  easily  discerned 
from  the  C  in  AMERICA,  which  was  first 
punched  in  horizontally  and  then  corrected.  By 
the  time  it  was  used  to  coin  this  specimen  in  1832, 
the  remnants  of  the  horizontal  C  were  gone,  as 
was  the  center  of  the  M  which  was  filled  after  a 
die  clashing.  The  die  state  is  quite  late  on  this 
specimen  with  many  cracks  and  rust  pits.  A  fas¬ 
cinating  coin  and  a  beautiful  specimen . 1,275 

1833  V-l.  LM-10.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Champagne  and 

amber  toning  blends  nicely  with  subtle  irides¬ 
cence.  Well  struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  A 
lovely  high-grade  specimen . 1,275 

The  obverse  die  is  well  executed.  The  reverse  die  is  the 
same  used  to  coin  1831  V-l. 

1835  V-3.  LM-3.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Brilliant  silver  gray  with  superb  cartwheel  lustre. 
An  appealing  specimen  of  this  type . 1,250 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Alexis  deTocqueville's  Democracy 
in  America  was  first  published  in  1835  in  Belgium,  which 
should  give  an  accurate  indication  of  just  how  new  a  nation  the 
United  States  was  the  year  this  splendid  little  half  dime  was 
struck. 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

Unusual  Quality  1840  Half  Dime 

1840  With  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite 
unusual  so  fine!  A  lovely  half  dime  that  you  will 
really  enjoy  owning.  Wait  until  you  see  it!  1,575 

1843  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  While 
Mint  State  half  dimes  of  the  1840s  are  encountered 
with  some  regularity,  at  the  gem  level  as  here  of¬ 
fered  they  become  quite  rare . 1,575 


Gem  1849/6  Half  Dime 


1849/6  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Well 
struck  and  very  attractive.  The  overdate  feature  is 
very  bold.  On  the  reverse  there  are  several  inter¬ 
esting  die  cracks . 3,750 

Choice  Mint  State  1852  Half  Dime 


1852  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  extremely  wel 
struck  details  and  immaculate  surfaces.  Ever; 
star,  fold,  and  leaf  supremely  well  impressed 
Clashed  dies  evident  on  both  sides  includinj 
nearly  all  of  E  (from  DIME)  by  Liberty's  arm, ; 
feature  that  lends  interest.  A  superb  gem  sped 
men  of  the  issue,  perfect  for  the  type  collector  whc 


demands  the  highest  quality . 2,67! 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59! 


Arrows  were  added  to  the  date  to  signify  the  reducec 
weight  authorized  by  the  Act  of  February  21, 1853.  Althoug! 
the  weight  stayed  at  the  reduced  level,  arrows  were  used  onl) 
through  1855,  then  discontinued.  The  Arrows  design  ex 
tended  to  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dolla 
series,  but  not  to  the  trime  or  silver  dollar.  The  trime  had  a  lowe 
intrinsic  value  and  metal  composition,  and  the  Liberty  Seatec 
dollar  was  allowed  to  "float"  with  its  meltdown  value  beinj 
more  than  its  face  value,  even  after  1853.  Such  dollars  wen 
mainly  used  as  bullion  coins  in  the  export  trade  to  the  Orient 

Gem  Mint  State  1856  Half  Dime 

1856  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  richly  toned  it 
shades  of  blue  and  vibrant  gold.  A  frosty,  satiny 
and  lustrous  specimen  with  blemish-free  surface 


and  strong  eye  appeal . 1,451 

1858  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 52! 


Lovely  Proof  1859  Half  Dime 
1859  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Important  as  the  onl; 
year  of  a  distinctive  sub-type;  Miss  Liberty  ha 
slightly  thinner  arms  and  there  are  other  sligli 
differences— characteristic  only  of  Philadelphi 

Mint  half  dimes  of  1859 .  1,69 

1866  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  gold  and  green  sur 
faces.  A  major  rarity  in  Mint  State,  far  more  elu 
sive  than  a  Proof  (and  Proofs  are  rare) .  lW 
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Gem  Proof  1867  Half  Dime 

1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  1867  is  one  of  the 
key  dates  of  the  series  — with  a  low  mintage  in 
both  the  Proof  and  circulation  strike  categories. 
Year  after  year,  generation  after  generation,  this 
has  been  a  classic . 1,750 

Another  Gem  Proof  1867  Half  Dime 

1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Another  delightful  example  of 
the  date,  sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appeal¬ 
ing  in  all  ways.  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deep 
mirror  fields  form  an  intense  cameo  contrast. 
1,750 

1868  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  scarce  date  in  all 

high  grades . 395 

1869  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  iridescent  colors.  199 

1870  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  at  this  grade  level . 1,195 

Dimes 


If  you  are  an  advanced  collector  of  Capped  Bust 
dimes -admittedly  a  narrow  specialty —  you'll  see 
some  truly  spectacular  pieces  offered.  From  there  we 
go  to  Liberty  Seated  dimes,  an  offering  replete  with 
scarce  varieties  as  well  as  high-grade  coins,  some¬ 
times  combining  both  scarcity  and  high  grade.  Enjoy! 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1823/2  John  Reich-3.  Rarity-2.  Large  E's.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Silver  gray  with  a  blush  of  coppery  ton¬ 
ing  and  generous  lustre  adhering  to  design  ele¬ 
ments.  Very  nice  eye  appeal  and  a  clear  overdate 
visible  to  the  naked  eye,  this  is  a  pleasing  and  in¬ 
teresting  specimen  of  this  early  type . 595 

1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Excellent  lustre 
for  the  grade  and  light  coppery  toning.  The 
overdate  is  bold  and  the  overall  visual  appeal  is 
above  average  for  the  assigned  grade.  A  difficult 
coin  to  find  this  nice  and  prohibitively  rare  in 
Mint  State . 1,125 


Fantastic  1825  Proof  Rarity 


1825  JR-2.  Proof-63  (NGC).  A  fantastic  rarity,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  specimen  in  Proof  format.  Fewer  than  a 
dozen,  perhaps  even  fewer  than  a  half  dozen  such 
pieces  survive,  with  still  fewer  equaling  the  eye 
appeal  and  quality  of  the  present  piece.  No  doubt 
this  was  once  made  for  diplomatic  or  other  pre¬ 
sentation  purposes  in  a  ceremony  long  since  for¬ 
gotten.  If  only  this  coin  could  speak!  For  the 
connoisseur  this  represents  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  opportunities  in  the  present  listing. 
Heavily  reflective  fields  are  framed  by  subtle  ton¬ 
ing  and  contrast  with  frosted  central  devices. 


Weakly  defined  at  top  of  the  wing  to  observer's 
right.  Less  than  a  dozen,  and  perhaps  as  few  as 
five,  specimens  of  this  extraordinarily  small  Proof 
mintage  survive,  few  of  which  can  compare  with 
the  lovely  appeal  displayed  by  this  fine  example. 
An  artifact  of  a  diplomat  or  presentation  cer¬ 
emony  long  since  forgotten  and  a  prize  for  the 
connoisseur . 12,750 

Impressive  1829  Proof  Dime  Rarity 


1829  JR-7.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Square  Base  2.  A  pleasing 
rarity  that  should  delight  the  connoisseur  and  spe¬ 
cialist  alike.  Mirror  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs 
exhibit  a  nuance  of  bright  gold  and  rose  toning 
near  the  rims.  Sharply  struck  in  all  places  save  for 
a  touch  of  weakness  at  the  eagle's  claws  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Perhaps  just  a  dozen  or  so  Proofs  of  the  date 
were  struck,  with  only  a  few  of  that  number  known 
to  today's  collectors  (the  John  Reich  reference  notes 
just  two  examples  of  this  variety  known  in  Proof!). 
Here  is  another  splendid  opportunity  for  the  alert 
collector,  a  pleasing  coin  that  would  be  at  home  in 


any  cabinet . 12,750 

1830  JR-2.  Small  10C.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 

nicely  lustrous  with  subtle  toning  on  the  reverse. 
Visually  very  pleasing  and  likely  difficult  to  im¬ 
prove  upon . 1,295 

Splendid  Mint  State  1831  Dime 

1831  JR-1.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 

lustrous  with  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces.  Choice 
for  the  grade  and  perfect  for  inclusion  in  a  high- 
grade  type  set  assembled  with  eye  appeal  in 
mind . 1,775 

1834  JR-2.  Large  4.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  champagne  toning.  A 
thin  die  crack  bisects  the  obverse  in  a  vertical 
direction . 795 

1836  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant 
with  great  lustre  and  strike . 459 

1836  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Toned  in  an  au¬ 

tumnal  mix  of  amber,  gold,  and  olive  with 
nearly  full  mint  lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade  and 
a  pleasing  example  of  the  date  or  type,  with  the 
added  interest  of  a  die  crack  which  bisects  the 
obverse . 459 

1837  Capped  Bust.  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Bril¬ 

liant  with  lots  of  peripheral  lustre  and  nice  eye 
appeal.  Very  popular  as  the  last  year  of  the  type, 
struck  only  through  June  of  the  year . 495 


George  Kolbe  Writes 


Dear  Dave, 

Leonard  Augsburger's  informative  and 
enjoyable  Rare  Coin  Review  article  on  Fred 
Reinfeld  bought  back  pleasant  memories 
of  errant  youth.  In  the  early  1950s  I  became 
interested  in  coins,  followed  a  few  years 
later  by  chess.  While  I  never  became  very 
good,  I  joined  chess  clubs,  played  in  sanc¬ 
tioned  tournaments,  and  assembled  a 
chess  library  of  sorts.  Reinfeld  titles  were 
among  early  acquisitions  and  though  I 
later  bought  more  serious  works,  his  titles 
on  traps  and  forced  mates  remained  a 
source  of  casual  fun. 

Early  on.  Yeoman's  annual  "Red"  and 
"Blue"  books  were  the  basis  of  my  numis¬ 
matic  library,  though  dwarfed  by  the  in¬ 
formation  and  enjoyment  to  be  derived 
by  the  eagerly  awaited  arrival  each 
month  of  Lee  Hewitt's  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  Magazine.  In  my  later  teens  interest 
in  coins  and  chess  waned,  mainly  due  to 
girls  and  cars  I  confess,  but  I  still  occa¬ 
sionally  traveled  to  Los  Angeles  to  visit  a 
"big-time"  chess  club  there  on  La  Cienega 


Boulevard  and  sometimes  also  visited 
the  "beatnik"  coffeehouses  in  Venice 
Beach  to  play  a  game  or  two. 

Not  so  long  thereafter,  I  was  regularly 
making  the  "grand  tour"  of  the  Los  An¬ 
geles  area  in  search  of  salable  coin  books, 
usually  starting  in  Long  Beach  at 
Bertrand  Smith's  Acres  of  Books  and  of¬ 
ten  ending  up  on  Hollywood  Boulevard, 
truly  a  Mecca  of  rare  and  out  of  print 
bookstores  at  the  time.  During  these  for¬ 
ays,  I  became  ever  more  aware  of 
Reinfeld's  ubiquitous  numismatic  publi¬ 
cations.  They  were,  and  are,  difficult  to 
sell,  at  least  to  a  more  knowledgeable  cli¬ 
entele.  But  1  expect  that  Leonard 
Augsburger  is  correct  that  many  numis¬ 
matists  were  introduced  to  the  hobby  by 
a  Fred  Reinfeld  publication. 

Congratulations  on  somehow  never 
failing  to  make  each  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  a  source  of  information  and  enjoy¬ 
ment. 

Best, 

George  Kolbe 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

Beautiful  Mint  State  1837  No  Stars  Dime 


1837  Liberty  Seated.  Breen-3216.  No  Stars,  Large 
Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  pale  silvery 
gray  toning.  Fully  struck  and  lustrous  with  su¬ 
perb  aesthetic  appeal.  A  high  quality  specimen  of 
this  important  and  popular  two-year  type.  Not 
only  is  this  piece  desirable  in  terms  of  its  numeri¬ 
cal  grade  and  eye  appeal,  but  a  die  crack  from  rim 
at  4:30  to  center  of  Liberty  and  a  rotated  reverse 
add  to  the  interest  of  this  memorable  specimen. 
An  exciting  coin  to  view,  even  more  exciting  to 
own . 4,150 

Superb  Gem  1853  Dime 
Arrows  at  Date 


1853  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  First  year  of  this  three-year  design.  An  in¬ 
credibly  high  quality  coin  that  will  be  a  showpiece 

in  an  elegant  type  set . 4,995 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 1,295 

Classic  1858  Proof  Rarity 
1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lovely  silver  gray  with  mir¬ 
rored  surfaces.  Details  all  crisply  struck  and  at¬ 
tractive.  A  few  lint  marks  are  noted  on  the 
obverse,  as  made,  from  polishing  of  the  die  just 
before  coining.  This  is  the  first  year  that  Proof 
coins  were  widely  sold  to  the  public,  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  about  210  sets  were  distributed.  From 
this  number,  dozens  have  disappeared.  Today  we 
imagine  that  not  many  more  than  100 1858  Proof 
dimes  survive,  of  which  this  is  certainly  one  of  the 
finer  examples.  What  a  prize  this  will  be  in  your 

private  collection! . 1,995 

1869-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Very 

elusive  in  this  grade . 519 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Wonderful  light  am¬ 
ber  surfaces . 1,095 

Possible  Condition  Census  1874  Arrows  10C 


1874  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  satiny  iridescence.  One  of  the  finest 


known  examples  of  the  1874  dime,  a  motif  with 
arrows  as  used  only  in  1873  and  1874.  This  will  be 
a  prize  for  anyone  forming  a  high  quality  type  set 
or  a  specialized  date  sequence  at  the  Liberty 


Seated  coins  of  this  denomination . 6,750 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  950 
1878  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


Low-Mintage  1879  Dime 

1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  superb  gem  Proof  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  key  Liberty  Seated  dime  date. .  1,995 

Superb  Gem  Circulation  Strike  1880  Dime 

1880  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  immaculate  and 

reflective  surfaces.  Only  36,000  pieces  were  struck 
in  1880,  and  Breen  asserts  that  circulation  strikes 
are  scarcer  than  Proofs.  Few  survive  finer  than 
this  impressive  specimen . 2,150 

Gemmy  1883  Dime 

1883  MS-66  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustrous  white  sur¬ 

faces.  We  don't  use  gemmy  very  often,  but  we  are 
moved  to  use  it  now.  A  beautiful  coin! . 1,795 

1884  MS-65(PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 1,095 

1890- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1891- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. ...  1,150 

Barber  Dimes 

The  Barber  design  — named  for  Charles  Barber, 
whose  initial  B  appears  on  the  neck  truncation  — 
was  adopted  in  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half 
dollar  series  in  1892.  There  were  no  advance  an¬ 
nouncements,  no  design  contests,  no  fanfare,  and 
the  new  motif  came  as  a  surprise  to  numismatists. 
There  was  relatively  little  stir  in  public  circles,  even 
though  it  meant  a  change  from  the  Liberty  Seated 
design  that  had  been  in  use  since  the  late  1830s. 
Instead,  most  attention  was  focused  upon  the  new 

1892  World's  Columbian  Exposition  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollar. 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892  and 
continued  through  most  of  the  year  1916,  is  eminently 
collectible— except  for  the  rare  1894-S.  All  of  the  oth¬ 
ers  range  from  readily  available  to  scarce  or  even  rare, 
but  they  do  come  to  market  with  regularity. 

In  the  listing  below  we  offer  many  interesting 
pieces  — from  common  to  really  hard-to-find.  All  are 
guaranteed  to  please! 

Amazing  Gem  Proof  1893  Dime 


1893  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  fields  with 
exceptionally  lustrous  devices.  Notable  quality - 
as  Proof-67  coins  are  almost,  but  not  quite,  as  elu¬ 
sive  as  hens'  teeth.  A  beauty  to  behold! . 4,750 


Scarce  and  Attractive  1893  Proof  Dime 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  An 
exceptional  cameo  Proof  with  extremely  deep 
mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices.  Beau¬ 
tiful  and,  in  this  state  of  preservation,  rare.  1,895 

1894  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  choice 

Proof  specimen  of  this  elusive  date.  Nearly  the 
equal  of  many  gem  Proofs  on  the  market,  at  a  sub¬ 
stantially  lower  price.  Add  it  to  your  collection  for 
only . 695 

1895  AU-53.  Lovely  champagne  surfaces  with  golden 

peripheral  toning.  Lowest  production  of  any 
Philadelphia  Mint  Barber  dime;  a  key  issue  in  the 
series . 650 

1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and 
highly  lustrous.  A  remarkable  example  of  this 
early  Barber  dime,  a  piece  combining  high  nu¬ 
merical  grade  with  a  generous  quotient  of  old- 
fashioned  eye  appeal.  Succinctly  stated,  this  is  a 
prize  for  the  connoisseur.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  you  to  add  this  date  to  your  Barber  dime 
collection . . . 975 

Barber  dimes  in  MS-63  and  MS-64,  if  carefully  selected  (as 
we  do  when  we  buy  them  for  our  inventory),  form  an  interest¬ 
ing  specialty,  and  one  that  mounts  a  distinct  challenge.  Use 
this  issue  to  start  your  systematic  collection  of  this  design,  or 


to  add  to  one  you  already  have. 

1895-S  EF-40. . 215 

1895-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 179 

1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Faint  golden  toned  obverse  with 
fully  brilliant  reverse.  Exceptional  satiny . 249 


Gem  Proof  1899  Dime 

1899  Proof-65  (NGC).  Delicate  champagne  surfaces. 
This  is  a  sharply  struck  gem  cameo  Proof  for  your 
date  or  type  collection.  A  coin  that  has  it  all:  high 
grade,  beautiful  appearance,  and,  in  our  opinion, 

a  very  reasonable  price . 1,750 

1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  with  brilliant 
frosty  lustre . 695 

Superlative  Gem  Uncirculated  1899-S  10C 


1899-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  intensely  lustrous  and  sat¬ 
iny  gem  with  sharply  rendered  features  and 
strong  aesthetic  appeal.  A  blush  of  pale  rose  and 
gold  appears  at  the  rims,  adding  to  the  overall 
charm  of  the  piece.  We  suspect  that  few  examples 
of  this  date  survive  in  finer  quality  than  the 
present  coin— indeed,  you  can  probably  count  the 
finer  specimens  on  one  hand,  and  you  might  even 
have  a  finger  or  two  left  over!  Why  not  use  that 
"left  over"  finger  to  dial  us  right  now'  and  claim 

this  gem  as  your  own . 4,995 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre  and 
a  whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Par¬ 
allel  diagonal  planchet  striations  on  Liberty  s 
cheek  were  part  of  the  minting  procedure  and  do 
not  affect  the  grade . 5t)5 
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Gem  Proof  1901  Barber  Dime 
1 1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  faint  champagne 
toning  on  the  reverse.  An  exceptional  specimen  of 
this  year.  All  Barber  dime  Proofs  of  the  first  de¬ 
cade  of  the  20th  century  have  low  mintages.  Very 
few  exist  combining  the  high  numerical  grade  and 

the  quality  of  the  piece  we  now  offer . 1,950 

1903-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  very  light  gold  toning.  A  sharply  struck 
example  for  the  specialist.  This  is  among  the  most 
elusive  issues  in  the  series,  always  in  high  de¬ 


mand . 1,195 

1903-S  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  San 
Francisco  Mint  dime . 575 

1905- 0  AU-53 . 195 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1906- S  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces . 129 


Delightful  Gem  Proof  1907  Dime 
1907  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  motifs  stand 
boldly  out  from  mirror  fields.  A  nuance  of  pale 
champagne  is  seen  on  both  sides.  A  beautiful  and 
desirable  survivor  from  a  Proof  mintage  for  the 
date  of  just  575  pieces,  one  of  the  lowest  of  all 


Proof  mintages  in  the  Barber  dime  series. ..  1,795 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1907-S  AU-53.  Nice  white  centers  with  golden  toning 
on  the  periphery . 189 


United 


Gem  Proof  1908  Dime 

1908  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  central  surfaces  with 
light  amber  and  iridescent  peripheral  toning.  An 
intense  cameo  Proof  with  considerable  aesthetic 
appeal,  as  attractive  as  any  we  have  recently 
handled . 1,750 

Stunning  Gem  1908  Dime 

1908  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  impeccable  gem  with  fully 
brilliant  frosty  lustre  radiating  from  within.  Just  a 
trace  of  deep  gold  toning  is  visible  on  the  reverse, 
outside  the  wreath . 1,695 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1908-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 99 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 285 

1910  AU-53.  Brilliant  white  surfaces  with  hints  of 

champagne  reflections . 99 

1910- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant  with 

light  champagne  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem . 595 

1911  AU-53.  Champagne  surfaces  with  darker  toning 

within  the  letters . 79 

1911- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Although  not  a  rar¬ 

ity,  this  issue  is  very  hard  to  find  in  such  elegant 
preservation! . 1,395 

1912  MS-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  sharply  struck  gem 
with  fully  brilliant  lustre  on  the  obverse,  very 


States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


lightly  toned  reverse . 595 

1912-D  AU-53.  Lightly  toned . 89 

1912-S  AU-53.  Lightly  toned .  109 

1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant  with 

splashes  of  very  light  gold  toning . 259 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 


Lovely  Mint  State  1913-S  Dime 


1913- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  bril¬ 

liant.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  Barber  dime  series— a  classic  years 
ago  and  a  classic  today.  Only  at  widely  spaced  in¬ 
tervals  does  such  a  high-grade  piece  appear.  Just 
510,000  were  minted,  second  lowest  in  the  entire 
collectible  series  behind  1895-0.  We  see  lots  of  value 
here! . 2,150 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  example  with 

light  champagne  surfaces . 629 

1914- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  outstand¬ 
ing  brilliant  lustre . 295 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  very  light 

amber  toning  on  the  devices,  especially  on  the 
obverse . 639 
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1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  few 


splashes  of  gold . 159 

1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 


Premium  Gem  1916  Barber  Dime 
1916  Barber.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fitting  end  to  our  of¬ 
fering  of  superb  Barber  dimes,  this  lovely  gem 
is  sharply  struck  with  fully  brilliant  frosty  lus¬ 
tre . 1,550 

1916  Barber  AU-55.  Champagne  and  golden  surfaces 
with  some  golden  highlights  on  the  reverse. ..  69 


Mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice  Mercury 
dimes  of  especially  high  quality,  including  a  few  ear¬ 
lier  dates  and  many  nice  examples  from  the  1930s  to 
1945.  A  date  and  mintmark  collection  toward  the  end 
of  the  series,  beginning  in  1934,  can  be  assembled  for 
very  low  cost,  including  beautiful  Mint  State  pieces. 

No,  we  haven't  cornered  the  market  on  the  rare 

191 6-D  dime,  but  it  surely  looks  that  way!  If  this  issue 
has  been  on  your  want  list,  we  can  help! 

A  nice  way  to  build  a  set  is  to  buy  a  few  inexpen¬ 
sive  issues  each  month,  then  go  from  there.  Ask  Gail 
or  Debbie  about  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
whereby  we  keep  your  want  list  on  hand  and  auto¬ 
matically  send  you  shipments  for  your  approval  and 
satisfaction.  Over  a  long  period  of  years,  we've 
helped  to  form  many  nice  collections  this  way. 


Lovely  1916-D  Mercury  10C  Rarity 


191 6-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  light 
champagne  highlights.  An  exceptional  example  of 
the  date  where  the  grade  and  eye  appeal  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Indeed,  examples  of  this  date  in  choice 
AU  such  as  offered  here  are  about  as  rare  as  Mint 
State  coins,  but  are  more  affordable.  A  thoroughly 
pleasing  specimen  of  the  key  date  in  the  Mercury 
dime  series,  a  coin  that  is  ever  so  close  to  full  Un¬ 
circulated . 5,750 


Very  Desirable  1916-D  10<  Rarity 


1916-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Golden  and  gray  toning. 

Maximize  Your  Enjoyment 

Buy  a  book  or  two  or  three  for  your 
library.  We  encourage  you  to  do  this, 
and  to  help  you  along  we  offer  you 
special  discounts.  See  our  book  section! 
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Nice  strike  with  nearly  full  bands.  Always  in 
demand . 5,250 

Lovely  AU  1916-D  Dime 


1916-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces  with  some 
original  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas.  A  nice  ex¬ 
ample  in  every  way . 4,750 

EF  1916-D  Mercury  Dime 

1916-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces.  Some  lustre  is 
in  protected  areas.  A  pleasing  example  of  the  rar¬ 
ity  of  the  series . 2,995 

1916-D  VG-8  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 875 

1916- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Reflective  and  lustrous 

with  subtle  russet,  violet,  and  gold  iridescence. 
Solidly  struck  and  very  attractive,  this  piece  is 
nearly  unimprovable . 1,295 

1917- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  silver 

gray  with  full  cartwheel . 295 

1917-D  MS-62  FB  (PCI).  Brilliant . 289 

1917-D  AU-53.  Lightly  toned . 115 

Superb  Gem  1917-S  Dime 


1917-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Full  mint  lustre  on  brilliant 
silver-white  surfaces.  Boldly  struck  and  immacu¬ 
lately  well-preserved,  only  six  specimens  have 
been  graded  higher  by  PCGS.  An  impressive 
early  Mercury  dime . 2,350 

1917-S  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Soft  iridescent  toning  on 
brightly  lustrous  surfaces.  Excellent  eye  appeal 
and  choice  for  the  grade,  simply  a  superb  ex¬ 
ample . 995 

1917- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  mint  lustre 

and  just  a  blush  of  coppery  toning.  An  enticing 
gem . 529 

191 8- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  thick  cartwheel 

lustre  and  just  a  splash  of  coppery  toning.  Nice 
eye  appeal.  A  difficult  coin  to  find  this  nice  and 
nearly  impossible  to  find  finer . 1,095 

1918-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  even  sil¬ 
ver  gray  surfaces  and  choice  cartwheel  lustre.  639 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  eye  appeal  and  unbro¬ 
ken  mint  lustre . 369 

1919- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  pleasing  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 445 

Splendid  Mint  State  1921  10C  Key 

1921  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  peripheral 
toning  and  superior  eye  appeal.  Very  lustrous  and 
boldly  struck.  Of  comparable  outright  scarcity  to 


the  1916-D  in  this  grade,  the  1921  is  a  well-known 
rarity  in  the  series  and  is  very  difficult  to  locate  in 
grades  surpassing  the  present  example.  A  lovely 
specimen  and  an  ideal  candidate  for  inclusion  in 
a  high-grade  collection  of  the  Mercury  dime  se¬ 
ries . 2,295 

1923  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Full  cartwheel  lustre  on  bril¬ 
liant  and  immaculate  surfaces.  Exceptional  eye 

appeal . 459 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  and  subtle  iridescent 
toning  with  full  mint  lustre  and  outstanding  eye 

appeal . 259 

1924-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous.  Absolutely  all  details  are  well  struck,  in¬ 
cluding  the  legend  at  the  top  of  the  reverse 
which  so  frequently  exhibits  flatness  even  with 
fully  split  bands.  Great  eye  appeal  on  this  re¬ 


markable  gem . 1,395 

1924-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Notable  1924-S  Dime 

1924- S  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
choice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Boldly  struck, 
very  attractive,  and  difficult  to  find  finer. ..  1,875 

1925- S  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Pleasing  toning  in  shades  ol 

olive,  amber,  and  gunmetal-blue  dominates  the 
obverse  while  the  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant.  Ex¬ 
cellent  eye  appeal  and  full  of  mint  lustre.  This 
splendid  specimen  is  pedigreed  to  the  collectior 
of  John  Jay  Pittman  and  would  likely  improve  an) 
fine  collection . 995 

1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  unbroken  cart 

wheel  lustre  and  superb  eye  appeal.  An  exem 
plary  gem . 395 

1926- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  surfaces  wit! 

the  lustre  of  a  gem.  Full  of  eye  appeal,  fully  struck 
and  choice  for  the  grade . 38? 

1927  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  subtle  toning 

that  enhances  its  look.  Great  lustre  and  eye  ap 
peal . 895 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  exceptiona 

lustre  and  claims  to  a  higher  grade . 95C 

1928- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  £ 
very  sharp  strike,  despite  not  being  designated 
with  full  split  bands.  An  excellent  value  at ...  495 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning  anc 
full  cartwheel  lustre.  Just  a  few  ounces  of  pressure 
at  striking  time  away  from  full  split  bands. ..  32? 

1929  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  165 

1930  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  outstanding 


lustre  and  strike . 1,195 

1930-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1.095 


Outstanding  MS-66  1931  FB  Dime 
1931  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Superb  blast  white  with  im 
maculate  surfaces  and  impressive  lustre.  PCG5 
has  certified  only  two  specimens  at  a  highei 
grade;  we  imagine  this  piece  can  hold  its  own  ir 
any  eye  appeal  competition . 1.845 

Sharply  Struck  Gem  1931  Dime 
1931  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  centers  wilt 
light  gold  toning  around  the  periphery  1  54? 
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931-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  light 

golden  tone.  Very  choice  for  the  grade . 225 

931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
subtle  toning  in  the  intricacies  of  the  reverse  de¬ 
sign  and  at  the  extreme  periphery.  A  choice  speci¬ 


men . 665 

934  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Immaculate  and  brilliant  mir¬ 
rored  surfaces.  A  gem  that  would  be  difficult  to 

improve  upon  in  terms  of  visual  appeal . 995 

936-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

938-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

938-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 39 

939  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

.939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

939  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 


Do  you  enjoy  collecting  Mercury  dimes?  If  so,  and  if 
quality  and  value  are  important  to  you,  send  us  a  trial  order. 
Chances  are  great  that  you  will  call  upon  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  as  you  finish  the  rest  of  your  set!  Quality-wise,  our 


stock  has  no  equal! 

939  Proof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 169 

.940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

940  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

940-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 110 

940- S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 169 

941  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

941- D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

941-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 

941 -S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

941 - S/S  MS-64  FSB  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 79 

94^1  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  gold  at 

the  periphery.  A  very  attractive  example  of  this 

popular  variety.  Overdate  feature  bold . 975 

.94^1  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 895 

942/1  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  at  this  grade 
level . 499 

942  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

942  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 

942- D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 79 

,942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

.943  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

943- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

943-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

943-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

943-S/S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Lustrous  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 69 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1944  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently  bought  a 
group  of  PCGS  beauties!  Buy  one  for . 35 


Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice  Mint  State 
Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of  high  technical 
(numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal,  plus  reasonable  mar¬ 


ket  price. 

1944-D  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1944-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 


1944- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  with 

none  graded  higher  by  PCGS . 775 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  beauti¬ 
ful  peripheral  rose  and  blue  toning . 139 


Roosevelt  Dimes 

You  might  think  we  are  giving  away  free  money! 
There  has  been  an  absolute  rush  to  buy  high-quality 
PCGS-certified  Roosevelt  dimes  from  us,  and  it  is  all 
that  Mark  Borckardt,  Gordon  Wrubel,  and  other  buy¬ 
ers  can  do  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand.  These  are 
selling  like  hotcakes!  Some  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our 
stock,  and  for  others  we  have  a  half  dozen  to  a  dozen 
or  so.  Order  as  early  as  you  can,  and,  if  possible,  have 
some  second  choices  in  mind  when  you  call  and  place 
your  order  with  Gail  Watson  and  Debbie  McDonald. 


1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1946-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1946-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1946- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1947- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1947-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1947- S  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 32 

1948  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1948- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1948-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1948-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1948- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1949- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1949- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1950- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1952-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1953- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1953-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1954  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1954- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1954- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1955  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1955- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1955- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1956  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1956- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1958  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1958- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1959  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1959- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1960- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1961  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1961- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1962  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1962- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1963  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1963- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


1964  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  of  the  silver  con¬ 
tent  dimes . 32 

1999-P  Mint  error.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Two  planchets  per¬ 
manently  bonded  together  by  being  struck  simul¬ 
taneously,  the  first  strike  for  the  upper  planchet 
and  the  second  strike  for  the  previously-coined 
bottom  one.  A  fascinating  and  visually  impressive 
Siamese-twin  pair  of  error  coins  that  perfectly  cap¬ 
tures  a  moment  between  the  dies . 579 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  twenty-cent  pieces 
from  the  first  year  of  issue,  1875,  to  the  last,  1878 — just 
a  short  span.  The  twenty-cent  piece  was  one  of  the 
shortest-lived  series  in  American  numismatics. 

Lovely  1875-S  Twenty-Cent  Piece 
1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  rose 


highlights . 1,950 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  light 

amber  peripheral  toning . 1,395 

1876  AU-58.  Brilliant . 679 


Choice  Proof-Only  1878  20< 


1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  bright  silver 
cameo  Proof  with  exceptionally  deep  mirrored 
fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices.  A  Proof-only 
issue  and  among  a  small  quantity  of  survivors 
from  the  mintage  of  760  coins . 4,995 

Quarter  Dollars 

We  are  pleased  to  present  a  very  nice  selection  of 
quarter  dollars.  Along  the  way  you  will  find  many 
scarce  "types"  as  well  as  rare  dates  and  varieties, 
many  listed  here  for  the  first  time!  Lots  of  beautiful 
coins! 

Early  Quarters 


1821  Browning-3.  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  highly  reflec¬ 
tive  silver  gray  surfaces  show  rich  areas  of  irides¬ 
cent  rose  and  gold  toning.  A  beautiful  example  of 
the  date  and  design  type,  and  a  type  that  is  sel- 
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dom  found  so  fine.  It  you  desire  just  one  example 
of  the  tvpe  for  an  advanced  type  coin  collection, 
vou  would  do  well  to  pursue  the  present  coin.  We 
don’t  expect  to  find  many  more  specimens  of  this 
calibre,  so  please  order  quickly . 3,250 


Elusive  1838  Capped  Bust  Quarter 
Choice  Mint  State 


1838  B-l,  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  the  last  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  style. 
Quite  scarce  in  all  grades,  very  elusive  in  choice 
Mint  State.  A  prize  that  is  sure  to  please ....  2,850 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 


Lovely  1843-0  Quarter 

1843-0  Small  O.  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  with 
light  champagne  surfaces.  As  a  class  the  quarter 
dollars  of  the  1840s  are  considerably  more  elusive 
than  are  examples  of  the  other  silver  denomina¬ 
tions . 1,650 

Rare  1849-0  Liberty  Seated  25C 


1849-0  VF-30  (PCGS).  Nice  golden  brown  with  blue 
and  amber  highlights.  Just  16,000  examples  were 
minted.  This  is  one  of  the  important  rarities 
among  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars,  seldom 

encountered  in  any  grade . 2,150 

1864  Proof-63.  Frosty’  with  light  champagne  surfaces. 
Very  scarce  and  eminently  desirable . 995 

Gem  1866  Quarter  Dollar 
Prime  Rarity  in  the  Series 


1866  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  prime  rarity  in  this 
grade  Few  exist  at  am/  Mint  State  level,  and  at 
MS-65  the  1866  is  "impossible" -well,  almost!  A 


fimi  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 5,950 

1868  VF-35(ANACS) . 275 


Choice  Proof  1874  Arrows  25C 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS). A  nuance  of  pale 
champagne  toning  graces  frosty  motifs  and  mir¬ 
ror  fields.  An  attractive  coin  with  plenty  of  over¬ 
all  eye  appeal . 1,595 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

light  golden  peripheral  toning.  Essential  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  a  type  set,  or  an  1874  can  be  selected  —  for 
the  with-arrows  motif,  with  motto  on  reverse,  was 
produced  only  in  these  two  years . 825 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Prooflike  surfaces  with 

a  hint  of  light  gray  toning.  An  important  coin  for 
the  type  set  collector . 629 

1875-CC  VG-8 . 89 

Lustrous  Gem  1877  Liberty  Quarter 

1877  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  choice  unbroken 
lustre.  Frosted  devices  and  very  choice  for  the 
grade— an  ideal  candidate  for  a  high-grade  type 
set.  Superb! . 1,795 


Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  25C 


1877-S/S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
mens  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  silver  coins  of 
this  era— at  this  level  is  very  hard  to  find.  .  2,995 

The  die  sinker  in  the  Engraving  Department  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  first  punched  the  S  mintmark  in  a  "lazy"  or 
horizontal  position,  recognized  his  blunder,  and  corrected  it 
by  overpunching  the  S  in  the  correct  position.  However,  even 
under  low  magnification  the  error  is  dramatically  visible.  This 
famous  variety  lends  a  bit  of  spice  to  the  sunset  era  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  series. 


Magnificent  Gem  1879  Quarter 


1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  Great  eye  appeal  with  wonder¬ 
ful  contrast  between  Miss  Liberty  and  fields.  Low 
mintage,  too!  A  true  landmark  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  series  — a  pleasure  to  behold,  a 
pleasure  to  own.  Unquestionably  a  circulation 

strike  with  frosty  white  lustre . 3,495 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  golden  surfaces.  Only 
12,000  minted,  of  which  relatively  few  survive  in 
lovely  Mint  State  preservation . 1,075 

Barber  Quarters 

Our  offering  of  Barber  quarters  includes  a  nice 
selection  of  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  carefully 


purchased,  and  guaranteed  to  please.  Among  these 
are  a  few  scarce  dates  and  numerous  examples  of 
modest  price.  If  you  look  carefully,  you'll  even  find  a 
1913-S  (the  lowest-mintage  issue  in  the  series). 

1892  Type  II  Reverse.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  delightful 
gem  example  with  brilliant  satiny  lustre  and 

wisps  of  champagne  toning . 1,359 

1892-0  Type  1  Reverse.  MS-60.  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
very  light  amber  toning.  A  lovely  quarter  from 
way  down  yonder  in  New  Orleans.  Among  New 
Orleans  Mint  coins,  This  Type  I  reverse  variety  is 

much  the  scarcer . 265 

Slight  doubling  is  noted  on  top  of  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST; 
however,  we  do  not  feel  this  qualifies  for  the  doubled  die 
obverse  variety  know  for  this  issue. 

1892-0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 199 

1892- SType  II  Reverse.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  grayish 

gold  toning.  A  very  pleasing  example.  Slightly 
scarcer  than  the  Type  I  variety . 349 

1893- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  silver  surfaces 

with  a  hint  of  very  light  champagne  toning. 
Sharply  struck  and  extremely  pleasing  with  satiny 
lustre . 795 

1893-0  AU-53.  Lightly  toned . 219 

1893- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Ivory'  surfaces  with  amber 

and  light  blue  toning.  Considerable  lustre  re¬ 
mains . 245 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  lustre  with  a  hint  of 

very  light  gold  toning.  A  lovely  example  of  this 
popular  issue . 725 

1894- 0  AU-50.  Lustrous . 245 

1895  Proof-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  devices 

Rather  cheap,  we  would  say.  A  nice  appearing 
coin  for  the  grade . 399 

1895  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1895- 0  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning  at 

the  rims . 379 

1895- 0  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 239 

1896- 0  AU-55.  Brilliant.  The  1896-0  is  elusive  in  all 
grades,  and  even  a  well  worn  example  can  be 
called  rare.  At  the  AU  level  it  is  especially  hard  to 


find . 975 

1897-S  G-6.  A  nice  example . 29 


Superb  Proof  1899  Quarter 


1899  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Satiny  devices  and  mirror 
fields  glow  with  warm  sky-blue,  rose,  and  pale 
golden  iridescence.  A  sharply  struck  gem  of  the 
highest  order.  Virtually  as  fine  as  can  be  found  for 
Proofs  of  the  date  (PCGS  has  certified  just  one 
example  at  a  higher  grade),  and  a  delightful  gem 
that  will  bring  untold  pleasure  and  pride  of  own¬ 


ership  to  its  next  owner . 4,u50 

1899  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  shorplv  struck  and  attractive 
cameo  Proof  with  very  light  lilac  toning.  NN 
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1899-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  champagne . 299 

899- S  AU-53.  Light  golden  surfaces . 345 

900- 0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 429 

902-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 245 


Memorable  Gem  Proof  1903  Quarter 


1903  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  centers  with  lovely 
amber  and  sea  green  peripheral  toning.  A  superb 
specimen  that  is  most  probably  from  an  old-time 

collection . 4,950 

1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  central  obverse 
and  reverse  with  lilac  and  light  gold  toning  sur¬ 
rounding  Miss  Liberty.  Relatively  low  mintage, 
15th  in  the  series.  Very  difficult  to  find  in  Mint 
State,  and  yet  very  reasonably  priced . 575 

Exciting  Gem  1905  Quarter 


1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces  with  some  gold  at  the  rims.  A  truly  exciting 
specimen  in  an  elegant  grade  seldom  seen  in  our 
inventory  or  anywhere  else! . 2,795 

1905-0  AU-53.  Brilliant  centers  with  amber  peripheral 
toning.  Elusive  so  nice . 395 

1907  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  exceptional 
brilliant  silver  surfaces.  Just  a  whisper  of  very  light 
gold  toning  is  noted  over  frosty  lustre . 1,295 

1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  appealing  example  with  faint 
golden  toning  over  lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  1,295 

1907- S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 345 

1908- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 195 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  frosty  white  lustre 

with  a  whisper  of  amber  toning.  A  candidate  for 
your  type  collection . 595 

1909- D  AU-53.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  peripheral 

toning . 185 

1910  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces . 175 

1910- D  AU-58.  A  delightful  example,  nearly  fully  bril¬ 
liant,  with  very  light  traces  of  toning.  Quite 

sharply  struck  for  this  issue . 245 

1911- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 375 

1912- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  splash  of  pale 
brown  toning.  Very  sharply  struck  with  excep¬ 
tional  aesthetic  appeal.  Just  708,000  minted,  sev¬ 
enth  lowest  in  the  entire  series.  This  is  a  very 


scarce  issue  and  always  in  demand . 895 

1913-S  VG-10.  Lowest  mintage  coin  in  the  Barber 
quarter  series . 995 


1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  satin  lustre  with  sharp 
design  features  and  light  champagne  toning. 
Deeper  gold  toning  is  present  at  the  borders.  575 
1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality  for  this 
issue  with  lustrous  light  champagne  surfaces.  Just 
704,000  were  minted,  sixth  lowest  of  the  series.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist . 925 

1915- S  AU-50.  Brilliant  silvery  white  surfaces  with 

nearly  complete  lustre  and  a  hint  of  peripheral 
toning . 195 

191 6- D  Barber.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Sharply  struck  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  very 
light  rose  toning . 1,195 

1916-D  Barber.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant 
with  very  light  splashes  of  gold  toning . 535 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

Quarters  of  this  design,  produced  from  1916  to 
1930,  are  at  once  interesting  and  beautiful.  In  this  is¬ 
sue  we  offer  a  nice  selection  emphasizing  Mint  State 
pieces  and  rarities.  What  a  nice  start  we  provide  with 
a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  1917.  Soon  thereafter  are 
listed  two  attractive  1918/7-S  overdates.  Enjoy  our 
selection. 

Remarkable  Super  Gem  1917  Quarter 
Type  I  Design 


1917 Type  I.  MS-67  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  gold  highlights  around  the  periph¬ 
ery  on  the  obverse.  This  design  shows  Miss  Liberty 
with  one  breast  exposed.  Later  in  the  year  the  mo¬ 
tif  was  modified  and  Miss  Liberty  was  encased  in 
a  suit  of  armor!  For  a  long  time  in  numismatic  lit¬ 
erature  it  was  stated  that  the  public  objected  to  the 
partial  nudity.  However,  it  seems  that  the  reason 
had  to  do  with  the  world  war,  and  Liberty  was 
reclothed  in  armor  to  represent  the  preparedness  of 

the  country  to  go  to  war  if  necessary . 5,395 

191 8-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  strong  lustre. 

A  beautiful  gem  with  strong  eye  appeal . 1,325 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  ap¬ 
pealing  pale  gold  toning . 695 


Choice  Mint  State  1918/7-S  Quarter 


1918/7-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of  the 
rarest  of  all  major  varieties  in  the  1916-1930  Stand¬ 


ing  Libert)'  series.  The  present  specimen  has  about 
50%  full  head,  displays  brilliant  and  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen. 
Such  coins  are  few  and  far  between  in  numismatics, 
as  the  variety  was  not  recognized  until  years  after 
striking,  and  by  that  time  nearly  all  pieces  had  be¬ 
come  considerably  worn.  For  the  advanced  special¬ 
ist  of  20th-century  coins  this  represents  one  of  the 
most  important  opportunities  in  our  present  listing. 
An  incredible  rarity,  an  incredible  coin! . 27,950 


Lustrous  AU  1918/7-S  Rarity 


1918/7-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much 
original  lustre  remaining.  A  splendid  specimen  at 
this  grade  level,  a  piece  that  is  certainly  in  the  top 
5%  quality-wise  of  known  examples.  A  find  for 
the  discriminating  buyer  who  wants  a  high  qual¬ 
ity  piece  but  does  not  want  to  spend  measurably 


more  for  a  choice  Mint  State  example . 8,995 

1919  AU-50.  Light  champagne  surfaces . 129 


Gem  1921  Quarter 

1921  MS-65  (ANACS).  Full  cartwheel  and  mint  bril¬ 
liance  with  light  peripheral  lustre  of  russet  and 
blue.  Superb  eye  appeal,  a  beautiful  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low-mintage  date . 1,475 


Popular  1927-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1927-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive  with 
natural  silver  surfaces  and  nearly  complete  lustre 
and  a  whisper  of  faint  amber  toning . 3,295 

1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  satiny  lustre 

and  a  bold  strike.  Simply  a  superb  specimen  with 
a  flawless  look  and  great  eye  appeal . 1,295 

1929  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  A  lustrous  and  attractive  coin 
with  superb  light  mottled  amber,  copper,  and 
steel  blue  toning  likely  imparted  by  an  old-time 


album.  An  eye-appealing  gem . 695 

1929-S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 69 


Splendid  1930  Quarter 
Full  Head  Gem 

1930  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satinv  with  just 
the  lightest  hint  of  subtle  toning  and  full  lustre  A 
most  attractive  and  choice  specimen,  fullv  struck 


and  popular  as  the  last  year  of  issue . 1,595 

1930-S  AU-53.  Lightly  toned .  89 
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A  Special  Introductory  Offer  for  You!!!  Save  $50,  $100,  or  more! 


We  invite  you  to  build  a  beautiful  and  meaningful 
collection  with  some  of  the  world's  greatest  numis¬ 
matic  experts  at  your  service.  The  Bowers  and 
Merena  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the  most 
convenient  way  to  build  a  significant  collection  in 
the  specialty  of  your  choice.  Join  today  and  get  a 
jump  start  on  your  collection  by  taking  advantage 
of  the  special  package  offers  below.  Plus,  receive  a 
PCGS  encapsulated  New  Hampshire  quarter  as  a 
special  thank  you  for  your  membership! 

Here  is  how  our  CPP  can  work  for  you: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking) 
a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting 
coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each 
coin  will  be  carefully  hand-picked  for  its 
eye  appeal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a 
good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan 
silver  dollars,  United  States  gold  coins,  Indian 
cents,  commemorative  half  dollars,  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollars — you  name  it.  You  let  us  know  the 
grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only  PCGS  coins,  or 
NGC  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  let  us  know  and  we  will 
comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick  only  the 
pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Debbie  McDonald,  backed  by  our  expert  numis¬ 
matists  including  Gordon  Wrubel  and  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers,  will  personally  make  each  selection  for  you, 
keeping  track  of  coins  you  already  have.  Current 
CPP  members  agree  that  personal  service,  quality 
of  coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest 
attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  yourcollection  will  grow.  You 
and  your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be 
proud  to  own,  study,  and  display  them. 


mm 


2000-P 

From  Bowen  A»d  Mereoa 
With  Thanks 
New  Hampshire  Sample 


Debbie  McDonald 


And,  here’s  an  additional  attraction  for  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program  members:  Each  coin  will 
be  invoiced  at  a  special  4%  discount  from  our 
regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins 
and  personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  receive 
our  periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
and  The  Coin  Collector  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Debbie  at  1-800-222-5993, 
credit  card  in  hand.  Let  them  know 
your  collecting  interests,  the  amount 
you  would  like  to  spend  each  month 
(minimum:  $100),  and  the  grades  you 
would  like  to  collect.  Your  first  shipment 
of  beautiful  coins  will  be  in  your  mailbox 
before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to 
change  the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly 
payment,  or  the  series  you  collect.  If  you  are  like 
most  of  our  clients,  you’ll  be  a  “happy  camper” 
for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a 
member  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
you’ll  have  a  great  time!  We  look  forward  to 
having  you  with  us. 

Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection. 
Simply  decide  what  series  you  would  like  to 
collect.  Then  let  Debbie  hand  select  $500  list 
price  in  coins  for  you  and  pay  only  $450.  Or, 
select  $1,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only 
$900.  Get  a  giant  leap  on  your  collection  by 
ordering  $5,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only 
$4500!!!  These  special  offers  are  good  for  your 
first  month’s  selection  only. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Jk - 

Washington  Quarters 

The  new  "state"  reverse  quarter  program  has 
;enerated  considerable  revised  interest  in  the  entire 
pectrum  of  Washington  quarters.  We  have  some  re- 
lly  nice  early  issues  to  go  with  the  later  pieces  you 
lready  have. 

932-D  AU-55.  Brilliant.  More  elusive  than  generally 


realized . 479 

932-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  satiny  with  rich 
golden  toning  at  the  rims.  One  of  the  key  dates  in 

the  series,  especially  so  in  Mint  State . 675 

932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 329 

932-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

934  Medium  Motto.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  199 

934-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 189 

934- D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 139 

935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

935- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 399 

936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

938  MS-66  (PCGS).  Cartwheel  lustre  with  gold  and 

amber  surfaces . 239 

938  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

939  MS-67  (NGC).  Lovely  golden  toning . 195 

939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

940-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

940- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 57 

941  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 110 

941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

941 - D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

941-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

941 - S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

942- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

942- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

,943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1945-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 


1946-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1947-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1947- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1948  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1948- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 


Okay,  you  collect  State  Reverse  quarters  — and  have  dis¬ 
covered  numismatics.  Now,  how  about  the  rest  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  quarter  series  ?  Dating  back  to  1932,  the  series  is  replete  with 
many  interesting  varieties,  rarities,  etc.,  most  of  which  are 
quite  inexpensive.  Use  the  present  list  to  build  your  collection. 
You'll  love  our  quality,  and  the  value  we  deliver  is  really 


excellent! 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1948- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1949  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1949- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1949- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1950  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1950- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1950-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1950-S/D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1950-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1950- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1951  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1951  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1951- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1951- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1952- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1953  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1954  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1954- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1955  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1955  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1955  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1956  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1956  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1957-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1958  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1958  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1959  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1959-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1959- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1960- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1960-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1961  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 


1961  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1962  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 39 

1963  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 8b 

1963  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1963- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1964  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1964  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1964-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1965  SMS  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1966  SMS  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 


1999-S  Silver  five-piece  set.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS).  All  five  of  the  first  year  State  quarters: 
Delaware,  Connecticut,  Georgia,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania —a  landmark  in  United  States  coin¬ 


age— in  practically  perfect  quality . 279 

1999-S  Clad  five-piece  set.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 179 


Half  Dollars 

The  series  of  early  half  dollars,  particularly  those 
dated  from  1794  through  the  1830s,  are  very  popu¬ 
lar— and  have  been  for  a  long  time.  In  this  issue  we 
offer  many  interesting  coins,  all  graded  carefully  and 
all  priced  to  be  good  values  for  you. 

As  you  know  if  you've  been  a  constant  reader, 
including  in  the  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review, 
our  problem  is  buying  coins,  not  selling  them!  This  is 
just  the  opposite  of  most  businesses  —  which  have  an 
endless  supply  and  have  to  spend  all  of  their  efforts 
persuading  customers  to  make  purchases.  Here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  we  try  to  be  persuasive,  but  in  a 
gentle  way,  to  be  sure  that  you  buy  exactly  what  you 
desire.  Actually,  the  coins  themselves  are  our  best 
"salesmen,"  for  virtually  always,  anyone  who  sends 
us  a  trial  order  to  test  our  quality  keeps  coming  back 
again  and  again. 

Our  listing  below  begins  with  a  nice  1795  Flowing 
Hair  half,  then  onward  to  the  modern  era. 

Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 

1795  Overton-119.  VF-20  (NGC).  Pleasing  natural 
deep  gray  surfaces  with  light  gold  an  iridescent 
toning . 1,950 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1803  0-104.  Small  3.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 375 

1805  0-109.  EF-45  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  example 
with  pleasing  light  grav  surfaces.  Half  dollars  of 
this  coinage  date  are  quite  elusive  in  higher 
grades . 1,195 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


■i 


High-Grade  1806/5  Half  Dollar 


1806/5  0-101.  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces 
with  a  hint  of  amber  at  the  periphery.  A  very 
beautiful  coin  that  comes  with  an  added  quintes¬ 
sence:  it  is  pedigreed  to  the  Walter  Childs  Collec¬ 
tion . 2,550 


Lustrous  AU  1806  0-109  50t 


1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  No  Stem.  AU-53  (NGC).  Oops! 

The  engraver  made  a  mistake  and  forgot  the  end 
of  the  olive  branch  stem!  The  result  is  that  the 
eagle's  talons  are  grasping  thin  air!  Always  popu¬ 
lar,  but  not  often  seen  in  this  high  grade.  Deep 
iridescent  toning . 2,195 

1806/Inverted  6. 0-111.  Rarity-3.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Pew¬ 
ter  gray  surfaces  with  golden  highlights. ...  1,250 

1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  silvery 
gray  surfaces  with  design  weakness  at  top  of  the 
obverse,  typical  of  most  known  examples.  1,995 

Beautiful  1807  0-102  Half  Dollar 
1807  0-102.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive 
deep  silver  gray  with  lighter  high  points  and  a 
whisper  of  bright  gold  in  the  recessed  areas.  An 
appealing  specimen  in  all  respects . 1,895 

Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge 
Half  Dollars 

1810  0-101.  AU-58.  Nicely  toned . 895 

1810  0-103.  AU-50  (NGC).  Attractive  light  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  Slight  central  weakness  is  noted . 459 

1812  0-105.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  centers 
with  attractive  blue  and  amber  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 579 

1814  0-105.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  natural  beauty  with 
lustrous  light  gray  surfaces  and  outstanding  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning.  A  few  very  faint  hairlines  are 

noted  . 539 

1818  0-108.  AU-55  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous 
with  light  golden  surfaces.  A  delightful  example 
for  your  date  or  type  collection . 539 


Choice  Proof  1820  Half  Dollar 
From  the  Pittman  Collection 


1820  0-108.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Called  Rarity-2  as  a  date, 
but  Rarity-8  in  Proof!  A  splendid  coin  for  the 
assigned  grade,  and  one  of  just  three  examples  of 
the  date  traced  in  Proof!  The  present  coin  shows 
brilliant  and  frosty  motifs,  while  the  mirrored 
fields  are  deeply  toned  in  shades  of  iridescent 
gold.  A  hint  of  striking  weakness  is  seen  at  the 
eagle's  claws  on  the  reverse,  otherwise  the  coin  is 
sharp  and  crisp  in  all  design  areas.  From  the  cel¬ 
ebrated  collection  of  John  Jay  Pittman,  and  previ¬ 
ously  from  the  collections  of  Gustav  Lichtenfels 
and  Virgil  Brand!  What  finer  pedigree  can  be 
imagined?  Here  is  one  of  the  great  opportunities 
in  the  current  half  dollar  listings,  a  coin  that,  once 
purchased,  will  undoubtedly  remain  an  integral 
part  of  an  advanced  half  dollar  cabinet  for  a  long 


time  to  come . 43,750 

1822  0-103.  VF-25 . 495 


Exceptional  1824/1  Half  Dollar 
Choice  0-101 


1824/1  0-101.  Overdate.  MS-64.  A  stunning  example 
of  the  date  and  grade  combination,  sharply  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing  in  all  ways.  Intense 
lustre  and  lively  golden  iridescence  add  to  the 
overall  appeal.  This  is  what  Mint  State  Capped 
Bust  half  dollars  are  all  about! . 5,250 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  has  been  called  the 
world's  greatest  hobby.  If  you're  a  coin 
collector,  either  freshly  minted  or  an  old- 
timer,  we'll  do  our  best  to  make  numis¬ 
matics  as  enjoyable  as  possible  for  you. 

You'll  enjoy  yourself  as  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  client.  Sign  up  as  a  sub¬ 
scriber  today! 


1826  0-109.  AU-53.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  golden 

highlights .  269 

1827  0-129.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (AN  ACS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 

ters  with  gold  and  iridescent  peripheral  toning.  A 
small  area  of  impurities  may  be  seen  on  the  re¬ 
verse,  as  struck . 329 


Choice  1829/7  0-101  Half  Dollar 


1829/7  Overdate.  0-101.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny 
golden  gray  with  iridescent  pale  sea-green  and 
gold  highlights.  Nicely  struck  and  aesthetically 
appealing.  A  pleasing  example  of  a  populai 
overdate,  a  date  that  is  seldom  found  so  fine.  Defi¬ 
nitely  one  for  the  serious  student  of  Capped  Busl 
half  dollars,  or  the  collector  who  simply  desires 

top-notch  quality  in  his  or  her  cabinet . 7,15C 

1831  0-102.  Rarity-1.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  cham 
pagne  surfaces.  A  pleasing  example  for  your  datt 
or  type  collection . 24! 

Capped  Bust,  Reeded  Edge 
Half  Dollars 


Famous  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  famou: 
rarity.  Coins  of  the  Reeded  Edge  style  wen 
minted  beginning  in  November  1836,  and  only  t< 
the  extent  of  a  few  thousand  pieces  (some  say  thi 
mintage  was  only  1,200,  but  it  was  more  likeb 
about  4, 000— still  a  very'  small  figure).  Year  in  anc 
year  out  this  has  been  the  classic  Philadelphi: 
Mint  half  dollar  rarity  of  its  era.  These  are  the  firs 
half  dollars  minted  on  the  new  steam  press  tech 

nology  introduced  to  the  Mint  this  year . 2,19! 

1838  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Two-yea 
type  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge,  am 
with  reverse  denomination  as  HALF  DOL . 

L  i berty  S ea  ted  Ha  If  Dolla  rs  _ 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in 
eludes  many  interesting  pieces  within  this  popula 
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eries.  Over  the  years  many  specialists  in  Liberty 
eated  half  dollars  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  scarce  and  rare 


•ieces.  We  invite  you  to  join  them! 

846  Tall  Date.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned . 295 

856-0  AU-53.  Lightly  toned . 279 


Remarkable  1871-CC  Half  Dollar 
Choice  Mint  State 


871 -CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  some¬ 
what  prooflike  surfaces.  Medium  golden  and  iri¬ 
descent  surfaces,  a  coin  combining  incredibly 
high  grade,  great  rarity  in  the  assigned  grade,  and 
a  generous  measure  of  eye  appeal.  A  find  for  the 

Liberty  Seated  specialist .  65,950 

.873  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces.  Short  two-year  type  with  arrows  at  the  date, 

and  motto  on  the  reverse . 959 

1873  Arrows.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers  with 
amber  peripheral  toning . 595 

Important  1873-CC  Half  Dollar 


1873-CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Golden  surfaces  with  mint  lustre  evident.  A  very 
attractive  specimen  of  this  rare,  important,  and 
desirable  coin . 3,650 

Elusive  1873-CC  With  Arrows 


JP  I 


*■ 


1873-CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Light  silver  surfaces  with  nearly  complete  lustre. 
An  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist,  or  for 
the  type  collector.  A  key  issue  in  all  grades.  3,250 

1873- CC  Arrows,  Small  Mintmark.  G-4  (ANACS).  165 

1874- CC  Arrows.  F-15  (PCGS) . 825 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Superb  Gem  1874-S  Half  Dollar 
Incredible  Quality! 


1874-S  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 
iridescent  toning.  A  delightful,  pristine  coin  un¬ 
surpassed  by  any  other  we  have  ever  seen.  A  rar¬ 
ity  that  has  it  all -a  find,  a  delight  for  its  next 
owner .  38,750 

Superb  Gem  1877-S  Half  Dollar 


1877-S  MS-66  (NGC).  An  attractive  example  with 
beautiful  light  rainbow  surfaces.  One  of  the  most 
gorgeous  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  we  have  ever 
seen!  There  is  no  risk  of  overdescribing  the  beauty 
of  this  coin,  as  you  will  see  the  moment  after  you 

open  your  package  from  us! . 4,375 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  surfaces.  First  of 
the  low-mintage  dates  at  the  end  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  series . 1,495 


Marvelous  Quality  1888  Half  Dollar 


1888  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden 
peripheral  toning.  A  wondrous,  marvelous 
gem! . 4,950 

Barber  Half  Dollars _ 

Our  listing  of  Barber  half  dollars  in  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  is  short  and  sweet: 

1903-0  AU-50.  Lustrous  light  champagne . 475 

1903-S  AU-53.  Lustrous  with  light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 495 

1906  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Lovely.  A  beautiful,  fully  bril¬ 
liant  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  Proof.  At  cur¬ 
rent  market  levels  this  seems  to  be  an  especially 
excellent  buy.  And,  we  are  always  willing  to  back 


up  our  opinions  by  writing  checks— if  you  have 
comparable  pieces  for  sale,  sell  them  to  us!  We  are 
always  looking  for  desirable  Barber  half  dollars, 
either  singly  or  as  part  of  sets  and  collections.  We 
are  not  looking  for  bargains  and  will  pay  well  if 
the  quality  is  present . 1,395 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  satiny  lustre 

Very  light  champagne  toning  on  the  reverse.  Well 
struck  and  very  attractive . 1,295 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  ivory  lustre  with  sharp 

design  definition.  A  lovely  example  that  is  sure  to 
satisfy . 1,295 


Exceptional  Mint  State  1909-S  Half  Dollar 


1909-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous 
ivory  surfaces  with  light  lilac  peripheral  toning. 
An  outstanding  example  of  this  important  issue. 
Very  much  an  underrated  issue  in  choice  or  gem 

Mint  State . 2,795 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  Barber  half  dollars  of  its 
era  to  obtain  in  Mint  State.  The  reason  for  this  is 
that  in  1910  most  numismatists  desiring  an  ex¬ 
ample  purchased  a  Proof,  and  circulation  strikes 
were  neglected.  Years  later  when  enlightened  col¬ 
lectors  came  to  appreciate  that  circulation  strikes 
and  Proofs  constituted  two  different  formats,  and 
both  formats  were  collected  side  by  side,  the  true 
rarity  of  the  Mint  State  1910  was  realized . 995 

Important  1911-S  Half  Dollar 
1911-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  lustre,  very 
slightly  reflective.  Very  hard  to  find  when  you 
want  one!  We  saw  it,  liked  it,  and  bought  it.  You'll 


like  it,  too! . 1,675 

1913-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 695 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  1916  the  Treasury  Department  decided  to  rede¬ 
sign  the  current  American  silver  coinage,  which 
consisted  of  the  dime,  quarter  dollar,  and  half  dollar 
(the  silver  dollar  not  having  been  coined  since  1904). 
Instead  of  relying  upon  the  Mint's  engraving  staff, 
invitations  were  set  out  to  leading  sculptors  and  art¬ 
ists,  following  a  trend  that  had  been  initiated  by 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  in  1905  when  he  ar¬ 
ranged  with  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  redesign  the 
coinage.  After  that  time,  private  artists  produced  a 
variety  of  issues,  including  the  1908  quarter  eagle  and 
half  eagle  (Bela  Lyon  Pratt),  the  1909  Lincoln  cent 
(Victor  David  Brenner),  and  the  1913  "Buffalo"  nickel 
(James  Earle  Fraser).  By  1916  the  Mint  also  had  uti¬ 
lized  artists  from  the  private  sector  to  do  certain 


March-April  2001/ Rare  Coin  Review  #140 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Panama- Pacific  International  Exposition  coins,  most 
notable  Robert  Aitken's  work  on  the  immense  $50 
octagonal  and  round  pieces. 

In  1916  two  artists  were  finalists  in  the  silver  coin 
competition:  Hermon  A.  MacNeil  — whose  1916 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  design  was  chosen 
and  Adolph  A.  Weinman.  The  latter  artist  designed 
the  “Mercury"  dime  and  the  present  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar. 

The  result  was  a  design  which  today  is  still  ac¬ 
claimed  for  its  beauty  and  is  high  on  the  list  of 
numismatic  favorites.  In  fact,  in  1986  when  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  sought  a  motif  for  its  silver  "eagle" 
bullion  coins  it  reached  back  to  the  1916  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar  as  the  best  motif  in  its  repertoire. 

The  obverse  motif  shows  Miss  Liberty  walking 
according  to  popular  nomenclature,  or  striding.  Coin¬ 
age  of  half  dollars  in  1916  took  place  at  all  three  active 
mints:  Philadelphia,  Denver,  and  San  Francisco.  The 
branch  mint  issues  bore  the  letters  D  or  S  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  a  mintmark  position  not  seen  in  the  half  dollar 
series  since  the  illustrious  New  Orleans  coins  of  1838 
and  1839.  In  1917  the  same  procedure  was  followed 
for  a  time,  after  which,  part  way  through  the  year,  the 
mintmarks  were  relegated  to  the  reverse,  where  they 
remained  for  the  duration  of  the  series. 

Numismatic  interest  in  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 
began  in  a  big  way  in  the  mid-1930s,  coincident  with 
Wayte  Raymond's  offering  of  his  "National"  coin  al¬ 
bums,  which  made  such  coins  interesting  to  collect  in 
order  and  display.  By  this  time  most  of  the  earlier  issues 
had  long  since  slipped  into  circulation.  Today,  numis¬ 
matists  recognize  that  the  majority  of  issues  from  1917 
through  1929  are  indeed  elusive  in  Mint  State.  Issues  of 
1916  are  by  no  means  plentiful,  but  more  seem  to  have 
been  saved  due  to  it  being  the  first  year  of  issue. 

For  a  long  time,  numismatists  that  have  been  par¬ 
ticular  about  quality  have  made  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  their  headquarters  for  half  dollars  of  the  1916- 
1947  design  type.  If  you  are  at  all  particular,  we  know 
you  will  be  delighted  with  the  pieces  offered  here. 

Choice  1917-S  Half  with  Reverse  Mintmark 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  with  very  light  champagne  toning.  Well 
struck  for  the  issue,  typically  showing  some  of  the 
softest  strikes  in  the  series.  This  coin  is  very  attrac¬ 
tive  for  the  grade;  ideal  for  inclusion  in  a  Mint 
State  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  set . 1,795 


Choice  191 8-S  Half  Dollar 


1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  outstanding 
specimen  of  a  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  that  is 


seldom  encountered  at  this  grade  level.  A  very 
special  example  for  the  careful  buyer . 2,750 


Brilliant,  Beautiful  and  Rare  1919  50C 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  lustre.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  highly  prized  and  very  elusive 
Philadelphia  Mint  date.  A  trace  of  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  may  be  seen  on  the  obverse,  only  with  very 


FOR  RELIABLE  and  COMPLETE  IK  FOR¬ 
MATION  and  PRICES  we  guarantee  to 
pay  for  RARE  COINS,  together  with  lists, 
descriptions  and  instruction  for  collectors,  see  our 

New  Hub  Coin  Book  of  American  and 
A  A  Foreign  Coins  A  A 

(Twelfth  Edition.) 

Over  100  Page*!  More  Than  500  Illustrations ! 

Positively  the  most  complete  Coin  Book  ever 
published  for  the  price.  Mailed  on  the  receipt  of 


Yours  truly, 

ALEXANDER  &  CO. 

( Established  1873) 

SPECIE  BROKERS  AND  NUMISMATISTS 
214  WASHINGTON  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

*. 

Alexander  &  Company,  Boston  deal¬ 
ers  and  specie  brokers  (dealers  in  for¬ 
eign  gold  and  silver  coins  at  that  time), 
quotes  a  fine  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  a 
"Fine  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  almost  Un¬ 
circulated,  price  $10.50.  Let  us  know  if 
you  are  interested."  Today  the  same 
coin  would  probably  sell  for  the  best 
part  of  $10,000! 

(Part  of  a  continuing  series  of  post¬ 
cards  sent  to  John  A.  Beck,  the  famous 
Pittsburgh  numismatist  of  the  early 
20th  century.  Beck  was  an  eager  buyer 
of  coins  and  corresponded  extensively 
with  some  of  the  most  famous  collectors 
and  dealers  of  his  time.) 


careful  observation.  Heavy  die  polish  lines  are 
present  in  the  obverse  and  reverse  fields. ..  3,650 

Lustrous  1919-S  50C 

191 9-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Even  pewter  gray  with  lots  of 
lustre  and  a  nice  overall  look.  One  of  the  most  chal¬ 
lenging  issues  in  the  series  to  locate  in  high  grade 
and  practically  impossible  in  Mint  State.  A  lovely 
example  combining  high  numerical  grade  with 
excellent  aesthetic  appeal— plus  rarity . 1,775 

Elusive  1919-S  Half  Dollar 

1919-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  grav  with  light 
splashes  of  pale  gold.  Choice  for  the  grade  and  more 
lustre  than  you  might  expect  on  an  AU . 1,495 

1919-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  Even  silver  gray  with  excel¬ 
lent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  and  no  abuse 
wrought  by  circulation  or  attempted  improve¬ 
ment.  A  choice  piece . 739 


Choice  and  Lustrous  1929-S  50C 


1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  silvery  white  lustre.  Lightly  reflective  re¬ 
verse  fields  result  from  very  heavy  die  polish 


lines.  A  highly  desirable  gem  example  of  this 
early  issue . 2,150 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  bright  cartwheel 

lustre . 529 


Gem  1935-S  Half  Dollar 
1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  peripheral  toning  sub¬ 
tly  frames  brilliant  and  superbly  lustrous  centers 
to  a  visually  appealing  effect.  A  very  choice  piece 

with  outstanding  eye  appeal . 1,950 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  amber 
peripheral  toning . 639 

Gem  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar  (NGC) 


1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Rarest  of  the  Proof 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  — which  were  struck 
in  Proof  format  only  from  1936  to  1942  ...  V4U^ 


10 


March- April  2001 /Rare  Coin  Renew  #140 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Gem  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar  (PCGS) 


1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Remarkable  beauty 
and  quality . 3,695 


Choice  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar 


1936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  and  lightly 
frosted  motifs.  Splashes  of  gold  and  rose  irides¬ 


cence  grace  both  sides . 1,995 

1936  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 249 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  fully  lustrous,  and 

exceptionally  choice . 775 

1936- S  MS-66  (NGC)  Brilliant.  An  exceptionally  nice 

specimen  with  outstanding  satiny  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre— quite  elusive  so  nice! . 1,225 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces  with 

golden  highlights . 495 

1938- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  white  centers  with 

light  peripheral  toning . 595 

1938- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1939- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1939-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1939- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 379 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1940- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  white  surfaces . 345 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1941  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 


1941  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  champagne  centers  with 
darker  peripheral  toning  especially  on  the  ob¬ 


verse . 55 

1941-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1941-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 119 

1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 395 


1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  639 


1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1942  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 95 

1942  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 


Superb  Gem  1942-S  50C 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  blast  white  with  ex¬ 
quisite  lustre  and  eye  appeal.  A  condition  rarity  so 
fine!  Tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS  and  a  prize 

for  the  advanced  collector  of  the  series . 1,945 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 545 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 545 

1943  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces . 189 

1943  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 95 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1943  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  white  surfaces . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces. .  695 

1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  smooth  lustre 

and  splendiferous  eye  appeal . 799 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Choice  cartwheel  lustre  and 

immaculate  brilliant  surfaces . 799 

1943-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  crescent  of  gold 

toning . 329 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting  them  is  a 
pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 
We  look  "beyond  the  grading  number"  and  acquire  coins  that 
are  visually  appealing  and  among  the  finest  in  their  grade 
categories.  It  is  no  wonder  that  for  years,  indeed  decades,  we 
have  helped  to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half 


dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944  AU-58.  Brilliant . 22 

1944-D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 189 

1944- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1945  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1945- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1946  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1946  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 129 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 189 

1946-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1946-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1946- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces . 375 

1947  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  blush  of  trans¬ 
lucent  toning . 529 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1947-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 

Is  every  numismatist  in  the  United  States  ordering 
Franklin  half  dollars  from  us?  Sometimes  it  seems 
that  way! 

Franklin  half  dollars  have  been  selling!  And,  we 


have  continued  to  buy  all  the  nice  ones  offered  to  us 
for  reasonable  prices!  All  of  this  equates  to  our  hav  ing 
a  very  nice  inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condi¬ 
tion-conscious  buyer.  The  completion  of  a  set, 

1948-1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  just  about  everyone. 
If  you're  on  a  budget,  consider  MS-63,  equivalent  to 
choice  Mint  State.  If  you  have  extra  funds  in  vour 
checking  account,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and 
search  for  fully  struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines.  Our 
selection  is  of  very  high  quality. 

1948  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 169 


Lovely  1949-D  Franklin  50<t  with  FBL 


1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  trace  of 
very  light  amber  toning.  A  sharply  struck  gem 
with  full  definition  on  the  reverse.  This  issue  is 
almost  never  encountered  with  Full  Bell  Lines,  an 
indication  of  the  very  sharp  strike . 2,350 

1949- D  MS-64  FBL  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

hint  of  light  golden  toning.  Oh  so  close  to  MS-65, 
but  oh  so  far  away  in  price! . 285 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  179 

1951  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  white  with  immaculate 

fields . 1,095 

1951  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  and  nearly  flaw¬ 
less . 1,095 

1952  Proof-66  Cameo.(PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1952  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  a  cres¬ 
cent  of  beautiful  album  toning.  Only  one  piece 
graded  higher  by  PCGS . 995 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  blush 
of  rose  near  the  base  of  the  obverse . 495 

1952- D  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 65 

1953- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  only  very 

light  gold  obverse  toning.  Full  unbroken  lustre 
and  choice  eye  appeal . 575 

1953-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1953-D  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 35 


1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 43 

1954  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  32 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 


1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1954-D  MS-63  FBL.  Brilliant . 29 

1954-5  MS-h5  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  heavily  frosted  devices.  We  have  just  pur¬ 
chased  a  small  group  (amazing!)  of  this  particular 
variety,  each  one  a  treat  to  the  eve .  875 
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If  you  are  interested  in  Franklin  Half  Dollars,  then  you  will 
find  joining  our  Franklin  Hall  Dollar  Club  to  be  the  most 
convenient,  most  efficient,  most  economical  way  to  build  a 
magnificent  collection  of  these  beauties.  The  completion  of 
this  set,  1948-1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  nearly  every 
numismatist — from  novice  to  expert. 

Franklin  Half  Dollar  Tidbits 

The  Franklin  half  dollar  was  the  last  work  of  its  designer, 
Mint  Engraver  John  R.  Sinnock.  Who  would  have  thought 
this  popular  design  had  its  own  share  of  controversy  upon 
striking?  Concerns  were  raised  regarding  the  small  eagle  at 
the  right  of  the  bell  and  the  “plain”  crack  in  the  bell  itself  as 
they  might  lead  to  puns  derogatory  to  U.S.  coinage.  How¬ 
ever,  the  derogatory  remarks  arose  not  from  the  crack  in  the 
liberty  bell,  but  from  Sinnock’s  initial  JS.  Paranoid  superpa¬ 
triots  of  the  Senator  McCarthy  persuasion,  fearful  of  Com¬ 
munists  under  every  bed,  misidentified  these  initials  as 
designating  Joseph  Stalin.  However  the  real  controversy 
about  the  design  remained  a  closet  skeleton  until  the  mid- 
1960s.  It  was  then  learned  that  Sinnock  had  adapted  the 
reverse  from  John  Frederick  Lewis’  original  sketch  for  the 
Sesquicentennial  hall  dollar  without  ever  allowing  Lewis’ 
name  to  be  used  either  in  connection  with  the  commemora¬ 
tive  or  the  Franklin  half  dollar! 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Franklin 
Half  Dollars  by  Rick  Tomaska  is 
just  one  of  the  many  fantastic  nu¬ 
mismatic  books  for  sale  in  our 
book  section. 


The  Complete  Cuide  to 

Franklin 
Half  Dollars 


J953, 


Call  Today  to  Become  a  Member 

Right  now,  we  invite  you  to  contact  Debbie  McDonald  to 
become  a  member  ol  the  Franklin  Half  Dollar  Club.  Here  are 
the  benefits  for  you: 

•  4%  discount  on  every  purchase  you  make — even  those  out¬ 
side  the  club  program 

•  A  one  year’s  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The 
Coin  Collector 

•  First  choice  of  all  new  purchases  in  the  series 

•  A  gilt  certificate  worth  $50  toward  your  next  purchase  of  any 
books  listed  in  this  RCR! 

•  You  decide  how  much  you  want  to  spend  per  month.  For  as 
little  as  $100  a  month  or  as  much  as  $1,000  a  month,  a 
meaningful  collection  can  be  yours.  For  example,  if  you’re  on 
a  budget  or  just  starting  out,  consider  MS-63  coins.  If  you 
have  a  bit  more  to  spend,  consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and 
search  for  fully  struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines. 

All  it  takes  is  a  few  seconds  of  your  time  to  register  via  our  toll- 
free  number  1-800-222-5993.  Call  today  and  take  advantage 
of  this  special  startup  package — order  $250  or  more  in  your 
first  shipment  and  take  a  full  10%  discount  off  the  order! 
Choose  your  coins  from  those  listed  on  the  following  pages. 

Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection.  Simply 
decide  what  series  you  would  like  to  collect.  Then  let  Debbie 
hand  select  $500  list  price  in  coins  foryou  and  pay  only  $450. 
Or,  select  $1,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only  $900.  Get 
a  giant  leap  on  your  collection  by  ordering  $5,000  list  price 
in  coins  and  pay  only  $4500!!!  These  special  offers  are  good 
for  your  first  month’s  selection  only. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Frosty  white 
devices  with  full  contrast  against  immaculate 


fields . 295 

1956  Type  11.  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Heavily  frosted 

devices  offset  from  reflective  fields . 295 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 379 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-66  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 219 

1956  MS-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 99 

1956  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 45 

1956  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  (AN ACS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  surfaces . 45 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1958  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1958- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1959- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

While  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franklin  half  dollars,  it  will 
help  you  and  also  help  us  if  you  have  second  choices  in  mind 
when  you  telephone,  fax,  or  mail  your  order. 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant! . 159 


1959-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reviewing  our 
beautiful  inventory  of  Franklin  half  dollars 
prompts  us  to  recall  the  1950s  when  there  was 
little  interest  in  collecting  such  pieces,  and  we  did 
not  stock  them  singly.  In  fact,  we  had  a  general 
policy  — with  just  a  few  exceptions  —  not  to  stock 
any  United  States  coins  dated  after  1940!  Today 
this  seems  rather  silly,  as  competition  to  buy 


choice  Franklin  half  dollars  is  now  fierce . 53 

1959- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1960- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lus¬ 

trous.  One  of  the  scarcest  dates  in  the  whole  se¬ 
ries  with  full  bell  lines;  PCGS  has  graded  none 
higher . 1,250 

1960-D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1960- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1961- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1961-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 28 

1961-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1961- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1962  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1962  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1962  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1962-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1962-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 


Our  stock  of  Franklin  half  dollars  varies  from  just  one  or 
two  of  each  variety  to  scads  of  them,  this  latter  situation  being 


true  for  the  1962-D. 

1963  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1963  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1963-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 79 

1963-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1963- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 

1998-S  MS-68  (AN ACS).  Specimen . 375 


Silver  Dollars 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  collec¬ 
tors  have  turned  to  Bowers  and  Merena  for  quality 
coins  and  great  value.  Long-time  customers  know 
that  when  quality  counts,  they  can  count  on  us  to 
deliver.  Silver  dollars  have  long  been  one  of  our  spe¬ 
cialties  and  we  are  justifiably  proud  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  been  instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest 
silver  dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

We  offer  a  solo  1799,  then  continue  to  a  handful  of 
nice  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  then  go  in  a  truly  grand 
and  impressive  way  into  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars. 
We  have  dates  and  grades  to  suit  every  collecting  in¬ 
terest,  including  desirable  branch  mint  rarities  and 
other  popular  issues.  We  look  forward  to  your  order. 

Draped  Bust  Dollar 

1799  Bowers  Borckardt-166,  Bolender-9.  F-12 

(AN ACS).  Deep  grayish  brown  surfaces  with 

Likes  the  Rare 
Coin  Review 

Dear  Dave: 

I  really  enjoy  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
and  wish  you  would  publish  it  every 
week!  As  you  know,  I  am  not  a  "big 
buyer"  of  coins,  but  I  get  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  all  of  your  customers  are  really 
appreciated.  In  fact,  if  I  were  not  so 
locked  into  to  my  career  and  my  em¬ 
ployer  I  would  apply  for  a  job!  It  must 
be  wonderful  to  work  with  so  many 
great  coins  and  their  stories. 

I  am  now  trying  to  build  a  complete 
collection  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
lack  only  eight  copies  for  completion. 
They  make  an  impressive  pile!— S.D. 


golden  highlights.  A  few  very  minor  abrasions  are 
visible,  this  lovely  dollar  is  two  centuries  old,  and 
deserves  careful  consideration . 795 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

Liberty  Seated  dollars  are  among  the  most  elusive 
of  all  U.S.  design  types.  Virtually  every  date  in  the 
series  can  be  considered  rare  in  Mint  State,  and  even 
in  EF  or  finer,  this  series  presents  an  amazing  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  date  collector.  Curiously  enough,  and 
quite  enticing  to  potential  buyers,  current  prices  do 
not  really  reflect  the  overall  rarity  of  the  series.  Good 
values  can  be  found  in  our  listing,  which  is  among  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  had.  We  offer  something  for  ev¬ 
eryone— from  entry-level  coins  to  treasures  for  the 
advanced  collector. 


Choice  Proof  1870  Dollar 


1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields 

display  warm  golden  iridescence,  particularly  at 
the  rims.  One  of  1,000  Proofs  of  the  date  struck, 
but  scarcer  than  other  dates  of  the  immediate  era 
with  smaller  Proof  mintages . 5,650 

Choice  Proof  1871  Silver  Dollar 

1871  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  surfaces.  A  "high 
end"  Proof  that  compares  favorably  with  some 
we've  seen  in  higher  grades.  You'll  like  it! ....  2,495 

Rare  Proof  1872  Dollar 

1872  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  amber  surfaces. 

Very  scarce . 2,195 


Mint  State  1872  $1 


1872  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  and  translucent 
champagne  toning.  Well  struck  and  very  pleas¬ 
ing.  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  are  very  scarce  at 
the  MS-63  level,  and  only  occasionally  do  we  have 
examples  for  sale . 2,850 


March-April  200 1/ Rare  Coin  Review  #140 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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Lustrous  Mint  State  1872  $1 
1872  MS-62  (PCCS).  Lustrous  with  light  champagne 
surfaces.  There  is  a  stray  date  in  the  rocks  above 
the  date . 1/995 

Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  indisputable  world's  leader  — or  at 
least  we  think  we  are— when  it  comes  to  buying  rare 
quality  Morgan  silver  dollars.  Read,  study,  and  cri¬ 
tique  the  following  listing  and  you  will  agree  that  it  is 
one  of  the  finest  selections  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have 
offered  in  recent  times. 

Check  out  our  current  selection,  then  call  our  Di¬ 
rect  Sales  team  (Gail  Watson  and  Debbie  McDonald). 
Just  a  few  days  after  you  place  your  order  (even 
quicker  if  you  desire  overnight  delivery;  ask  about 
the  details),  some  of  the  most  beautiful  Morgan  dollars 
you've  ever  seen  will  be  arriving  in  your  mailbox! 

For  some  cf  the  more  plentiful  dates,  we  may  be 
several  coins  "deep"  in  inventory,  while  some  of  the 
rare  dates  listed  may  be  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock. 
Our  best  advice  is  to  order  early  to  be  assured  of  your 
selection. 

Right  now,  Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most 
widely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In  fact,  among 
19th  (and  early  20th)  century  series,  they  are  the  un¬ 
disputed  leader.  And,  as  well  they  should  be!  A  basic 
set  of  dates  and  mints  comprises  slightly  fewer  than 
100  coins,  most  of  which  are  available  in  attractive 
Mint  State  grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  per  coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot 
less. 

A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typically  seeks 
"a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money."  There  may  be  no  better 
place  in  numismatics  than  the  Morgan  dollar  series 
when  it  comes  to  value  and  quality.  For  instance,  a 
complete  collection,  including  one  of  each  date  and 
mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is  actually  obtainable  for 
most  collectors,  the  major  "stopper"  being  the  1895 
Philadelphia  Mint  Proof-only  coin.  If  you  modify 
your  goal  to  include  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actu¬ 
ally  struck  for  circulation,  you  can  readily  put  together 
an  absolutely  complete  set.  Many  collectors  purchase 
as  many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in  Mint  State, 
and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893- 
S,  and  1895-0  issues  in  slightly  circulated  grades. 
With  so  many  options  available,  is  it  any  wonder  that 
Morgan  dollars  are  so  popular? 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  full 
reflective  lustre  and  outstanding  eye  appeal.  As  a 
gem  specimen  of  a  unique  type,  this  coin  belongs 
in  an  advanced  type  collection  of  high-quality 

specimens . 1,475 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  white  sur¬ 
faces . 319 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 


Call  Toll  Free 

800-222-5993 


Pleasing  Gem  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers 


1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  frosty  with  fully  gem  quality  lustre.  Eye-ap¬ 
pealing  and  rare  so  fine.  The  strong  Doubled 

Tailfeathers  variety . 2,850 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (as  normally 

seen).  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,495 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878  (as  normally 
seen).  MS-64  DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  deep 
prooflike  contrast  and  frosted  devices.  A  very  dif¬ 
ficult  date  in  DMPL  and  even  more  difficult  to 
find  without  heavy  bagmarking.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 795 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  PL 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
choice.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  first  Carson 

City  Morgan  dollar . 1,350 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  gold  and  orange 
peripheral  toning  frames  brilliant  centers  with  a 

full  cartwheel . 1,050 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  gorgeous 
frosty  devices  set  off  from  immaculate  reflective 

fields . 1,050 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

Gorgeous  Proof  1879  Dollar 

1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  iridescent  toning. 

Very  difficult  to  find  so  choice! . 1,675 

1879  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,075 

1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


Enticing  DMPL  1879-CC  $1 


1879-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Very  heavily  frosted 
devices  and  nice  contrast  with  whispers  of  gold 
around  elements  of  the  design.  An  impressive 
specimen . 7,750 


Apparently,  1879-CC  Morgan  dollars  were  rare  in  their 
own  time.  When  George  W  Rice  wrote  an  article  in  khr 
Numismatist  in  1898,  he  had  never  seen  an  example,  although 
he  specialized  in  early  Morgan  dollar  varieties.  On  the  other 
hand,  Augustus  G.  Heaton,  writing  in  his  1893  heatise  Mini 
Marks,  indicated  that  he  had  seen  or  knew  of  at  least  several 
specimens.  However,  the  issue  remained  elusive  for  many 
years.  Some  were  paid  out  in  the  Treasury  release  of  1962-1964 
and  through  the  G.S.  A.  sales,  but  today  the  issue  remains  one 
of  the  more  elusive  in  the  series. 

The  Carson  City  Mint  struck  Morgan  dollars  continu¬ 
ously  from  1878  to  1885  and  again  from  1889  to  1893. 


Gem  1879-0  Dollar 


1879-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  absolutely  su¬ 
perb  lustre  and  eye  appeal.  Full  white  and  certain 

to  please  any  Morgan  dollar  enthusiast . 3,250 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1879-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  195 
1879-S  MS-67  Reverse  of  1879  (as  normally  seen) 

(NGC).  Brilliant . . . 879 

1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 879 

1879-S  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Superb  frosty  devices.  The 
obverse  is  blast  white  and  the  reverse  has  lovely 

gold  and  rose  peripheral  toning . 395 

1879-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  amber 

peripheral  toning . 239 

1879-S  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 460 

1879-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 97 

1879-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 46 

1879-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 


Delightful  Gem  Uncirculated  1880-CC  $1 
Second  8  Over  7  Variety 


1880-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Second  8  over  I  ligh  7  v  ari¬ 
ety.  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  a  whisper  of  pah* 
golden  toning.  A  delightful  gem  specimen  of  a 
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popular  and  important  overdate  variety,  a  physi¬ 
cally  impressive  coin  that  will  fit  nicely  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  Morgan  dollar  collection . 2,975 


Superb  Gem  Mint  State  1880-S  $1 
None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


188O-S  MS-68  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance  of  pale 
gold  at  the  rims.  A  truly  superb  specimen  that 
could  easily  be  called  "DMPL."  At  first  glance, 
one's  impression  is  of  a  Proof  Morgan  dollar  of 
the  date!  The  fields  are  mirrored  and  the  devices 
are  heavily  frosted,  imparting  a  strong  cameo  con¬ 
trast  (though  this  is  not  mentioned  on  the  holder). 
Easily  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  in 
existence,  and  worthy  of  inclusion  in  your  collec¬ 


tion  for  just  that  reason! . 2,950 

880- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 629 

880-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

880-S  MS-66  DPL  (NGC).  Full  cameo  contrast  with 

just  a  whisper  of  peripheral  toning . 1,395 

880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

,880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with  a  half 

moon  of  rainbow  toning  on  the  reverse . 239 

880-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 249 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Light  amber  peripheries.  249 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 96 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  more 

popular  varieties  in  the  series . 45 

1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 33 


Lovely  Proof  1881  $1 

1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Even  pale  gold  with  full 
reflectivity  and  great  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned 
grade.  This  piece  would  liven  up  any  collection  of 
Morgan  dollars  or  would  be  a  magnificent  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  type . 1,995 

1881-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  just  a  whisper 
of  gold  highlights . 1,250 

Prooflike  1881  Dollar 

1881  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  heavily 
frosted  central  devices  and  excellent  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  PCGS  has  certified  only  three  pieces 
finer,  making  this  a  piece  that  would  realisti¬ 
cally  never  require  an  upgrade  in  your  set. 


Very  nice . 1,895 

1881-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 


Gem  Mint  State  1881-0  $1 

1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas, 
which  adds  considerably  to  the  overall  appeal  of 

the  piece . 1,895 

1881-S  MS-67  PL  (NGC).  An  exceptionally  high- 
grade  example  of  this  exceedingly  popular  mint- 

mark . 945 

1881-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  superb  example,  far 
above  average  in  numerical  grade.  The  1881-S  is 
nearly  always  seen  sharply  struck,  this  specimen 
adhering  to  the  rule.  Thus,  the  combination  of 
high  grade,  sharp  strike,  and  nice  eye  appeal 
makes  this  an  ideal  candidate  for  type  set  pur¬ 


poses . 629 

1881-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1881-S  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 319 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1881-S  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 


The  1881-S  is  the  most  available  of  the  early  Morgan 
dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck,  high-grade  Mint 
State  coins.  We  always  try  to  ha  ve  a  nice  supply  on  hand.  If  you 
have  a  friend  who  might  be  interested  in  Morgan  dollars, 
consider  buying  an  1881  -S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient  will  surely  be 
grateful  and  quite  impressed! 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  violet  and  slate  blue 

toning . 96 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1881-S  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of  gold 

peripheral  toning . 89 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  the  Morgan 

dollar  for  all  seasons . 45 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  amber  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 45 

This  Morgan  dollar  may  well  be  the  coin  to  select  as  a  gift 
or  an  introduction  to  someone  with  a  beginning  interest  in 
numismatics.  Recently  we  had  a  very  large  selection  of  1881- 
S  Morgan  dollars  at  this  grade  level,  but  most  have  been  sold, 
leaving  just  a  few  on  hand.  The  combination  of  high  grade, 
sharp  strike,  and  an  enticingly  low  price  all  add  up  to  a  really 
"nifty"  coin  for  just  about  anyone. 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 33 

Outstanding  Gem  1882  Dollar 
1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  frosty  devices.  A  beautiful  and  choice 


specimen  of  this  date . 1,975 

1882  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces . 42 


Frosty  PL  1882-CC  $1 

1882-CC  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Impressive  full  lustre  and 
white  frosty  devices.  This  coin  was  likely  a  very 
early  strike  and  was  luckily  well  preserved. 

Choice  and  appealing . L795 

1882-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  full  cartwheel 
and  full  mint  frost  on  the  devices.  A  beautiful 

specimen . 1,295 

1882-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  rainbow  iridescence  on 


obverse . 1,296 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1882-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 439 


Superb  Gem  1882-0  Dollar 


1882-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excellent  lustre 
and  a  nice  strike  for  this  New  Orleans  issue.  A 
specimen  that  would  be  difficult  to  improve 
upon.  Coins  such  as  this  normally  come  on  the 
market  only  when  significant  specialized  collec¬ 
tions  are  dispersed . 5,795 


Lovely  Gem  Mint  State  1882-0  $1 
MS-65  DMPL 


1882-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  silver- 
gray  surfaces  with  perhaps  a  dusting  of  pale  gold 
at  the  centers.  A  date  that  is  seldom  found  so  fine; 
in  fact,  PCGS  has  only  graded  one  example  of  the 
date  at  a  higher  grade.  Truly  one  of  the  finest  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  extant,  and  almost  certain  to  sell 
quickly.  Will  your  call  be  the  first  inquiry  about  this 
beauty?  Please,  act  quickly  to  capture  this  winner 
for  your  Morgan  dollar  collection . 5,750 


1882-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Bold  "O"  over  "S" 
mintmark  clear  under  low  magnification.  A  nice 
specimen  of  this  interesting  and  very  popular 

variety . 975 

1882-S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  reflective 

Great  eye  appeal  and  lustre . 795 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1882-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 97 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some  ol¬ 
ive  and  gold  toning  at  the  rims  on  the  obverse.  97 

1882- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 

1883- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty . 825 

1883-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1883-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant .  99 
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1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 46 

1883-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 


Choice  and  Lustrous  1883-S  Dollar 


1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  reflectivity 
and  great  lustre.  This  is  one  of  the  scarce  dates 
among  Morgan  dollars,  a  rarity  in  choice  or  gem 

Mint  State . 5,250 

1884  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  full  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre . 995 


TELL  A  FRIEND  about  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 
Share  with  them  the  enjoyment  you  have  experienced  -  the 
pleasure  of  doing  business  with  a  long-established  firm  that  is 
well  known  for  delivering  quality  coins  at  reasonable  prices, 
accompanied  by  good  service.  If  you  would  like  us  to  send  a 
complimentary  copy  of  one  of  our  catalogues  to  a  collecting 
acquaintance,  just  give  us  the  name  and  address  and  we  will 


do  so. 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1884-CC  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Frosty  white  devices  and 

reflective  cartwheel  lustre . 1,395 

1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1884-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gorgeous 
coin,  quite  resembling  a  Proof,  which  will  be  a 

centerpiece  in  your  collection . 750 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

attractive  rainbow  toning . 325 

1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 

1884-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1884-0  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Light  peripheral  roll  ton¬ 
ing  and  heavily  frosted  devices . 735 

OM-( '  MS-65  Brilliant .  96 

1884-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 96 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1884-0  MS-64  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 149 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 


1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  introductory 
coin  to  illustrate  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  We 


bought  a  small  hoard  of  these,  but  now  most  are 


gone.  Buy  one  for . 33 

1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces . 285 

1885 MS-65  Brilliant . 99 

1885  MS-65  (NGC)  Brilliant . 99 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

64  DMPI.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1885  MS-64  Brilliant . 46 


1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 46 

1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 

1885-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosted  de¬ 
vices  with  just  a  splash  of  multicolored  toning 
near  the  reverse  rim.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 

popular  Carson  City  dollar . 945 

1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1885-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  impressive  cart¬ 


wheel  lustre  and  frosty  devices . 1,350 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  toning . 269 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 96 

1885-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  devices.  A 

light  golden  halo  is  at  the  rims . 96 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 33 

1885-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  light  yel¬ 
low  peripheral  toning . 25 


Gem  1885-S  Dollar 

1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Snow  white  brilliance  with 


exemplary  cartwheel  lustre . 2,250 

1885-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1886  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Superb! . 795 

1886  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  239 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 96 

1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 96 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 


1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Our  listing  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  comprehensive  that  it  is  a  pleasant  and 
easy  experience  to  order  a  dozen  or  two  dozen  or 
three  dozen  different  inexpensive  Morgan  dollars, 
all  in  beautiful  Mint  State,  and  form  the  nucleus 
of  a  specialized  collection.  When  our  package  ar¬ 
rives  in  your  mailbox  you  will  be  delighted  at  the 
quality  you  gaze  upon.  We  guarantee  it!  Morgan 
dollars  are  fun  to  collect,  and  our  inventory  of 
choice  pieces  gives  you  one  of  the  finest  selections 


you  will  ever  see . 45 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 33 


Mint  State  1886-0  Rarity 


toning . 2,975 


Prooflike  Gem  1886-S  Dollar 


1886-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with  reflec¬ 
tive  fields  and  superlative  eye  appeal.  Very 
pleasing  and  very  scarce  at  this  level;  PCGS  has 
certified  only  two  PL  specimens  at  a  higher 
grade . 3,850 


Gem  1886-S  Morgan  $1 


1886-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Supremely  lustrous  reflective 
fields  and  excellent  eye  appeal.  One  of  the  most 
difficult  San  Francisco  Mint  pieces  in  the  series  tc 


find  in  attractive  gem  condition . 3,75C 

1886- S  MS-63  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  lighl 

peripheral  toning . 1,35C 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1887  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 9f 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 9f 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 9f 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1887- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 3H 

1887-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . K 


"Great"  1887-S  Dollar 

1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck  with  lovely  cart 
wheel  lustre.  A  truly  great  coin,  combining  higl 
numerical  grade  with  sharp  strike  and  excellen 
eye  appeal  — an  "everything  I've  ever  wanted' 


coin! . 4,15( 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1888  MS-66  (PCGS) .  “L 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant .  4‘ 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 4* 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 4l 


Fax  Your  Order 
603-569-5319 
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Marvelous  1888-0  Dollar 


1888-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  Morgan  dollar 
with  immaculate  surfaces  and  full  satiny  lus¬ 
tre.  A  truly  exceptional  1888-0  dollar,  one  of 
the  finest  we  have  ever  had  in  stock.  This  is  a 
once-in-a-lifetime  coin.  That  is,  once  you  buy 
it,  you  are  set  for  life  — no  need  to  ever  look  at 


another! . 3,850 

1888-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 


United 


1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 


Remarkable  Gem  1888-S  Dollar 


1888-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  golden  toning 
on  the  obverse,  splashes  of  gold  over  bright  silver 
on  the  reverse.  A  premium  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 


lar  San  Francisco  dollar.  Rare  so  fine! . 4,250 

1888-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 39 


States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Condition  Census  1889  Dollar 


1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  unbroken  lustre 
and  a  full  strike.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  seen  of 
this  date,  and  PCGS  has  certified  only  three  finer. 
A  wonderful  example  for  the  dollar  specialist. 
Our  listing  is  sufficiently  comprehensive  that 
someone  with  an  unlimited  budget  can  find  the 
finest  of  the  fine, while  at  the  entry  level  there  are 
also  wonderful  coins  to  contemplate . 2,950 


The  Passing  of  Earl  E.  Moore 


Tire  following  is  from  Coin  World,  Janu¬ 
ary  29,  2001: 

Numismatist  and  historical  document 
collector  Earl  E.  Moore  died  January  5  in 
Wynnewood,  PA.  He  was  88.  Mr.  Moore 
had  been  a  field  manager  for  insurance 
companies  and  a  real  estate  agent.  He  be¬ 
came  an  appraiser  for  historical  institu¬ 
tions  and  estates  in  1960. 

Mr.  Moore  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  for 
five  years  during  World  War  II,  earning 
the  Victory  medal,  the  American  Cam¬ 
paign  medal,  the  Asiatic  Pacific  medal  and 
the  Philippine  Liberation  medal. 

Moore  collected  historical  documents 
and  was  a  past  trustee  of  the  Manuscript 
Society.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  and 
the  American  Philatelic  Society. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  coin  dealer 
Catherine  E.  Bullowa-Moore;  two  sons, 
Stephen  and  Robert;  and  three  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

The  present  writer  (QDB)  has  many 
fond  remembrances  of  Earl.  First,  for 
many  years  he  edited  a  column  about  auc¬ 
tion  results  for  the  magazine  of  the  Manu¬ 
script  Society.  Rather  than  just  giving 
sparse  descriptions  and  prices,  he  often 
explained  the  content  of  the  letter  or  other 
item  and  commented  on  the  price.  Often, 


I  thought  that  it  would  be  nice  if  in  the 
rare  coin  field  various  auction  reports 
were  similar— not  crowded  with  as  many 
prices  as  possible,  but  with  a  smaller  se¬ 
lection  with  expanded  commentary  re¬ 
garding  the  items  selected. 

His  wife,  Cathy  Bullowa,  is,  of  course, 
internationally  famous  as  a  numisma¬ 
tist— a  wonderful  lady  who  conducts  her 
business  with  dignity  and  expertise.  Not 
as  well  known  is  Earl's  connection  with 
numismatics,  although  he  was  a  frequent 
visitor  with  Cathy  to  coin  shows. 

Early  was  a  nephew  of  Stephen  K. 
Nagy,  who  at  the  turn  of  the  19th-to-20th 
century  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
dealers  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  partner  of 
John  W.  Haseltine.  Earl  had  quite  a  bit  of 
Nagy-iana  and  shared  some  of  it  with  us, 
including  for  our  recent  (1999)  book  on 
the  1804  silver  dollar.  We  have  some  other 
Nagy  information  which,  in  time,  we 
hope  to  share. 

Recently,  he  provided  some  highly 
interesting  information  concerning  the 
Panama  Railroad  for  our  forthcoming 
book,  A  California  Gold  Rush  History  Fea¬ 
turing  Treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America.  The  Panama  Railroad,  a  48-mile 


narrow-gauge  line,  was  opened  to  traf¬ 
fic  in  1855  and  for  a  time  was  one  of  the 
most  active  securities  on  the  New  York 
Stock  Exchange.  The  line  carried  pas¬ 
sengers  and  freight  (including  gold 
coins  and  ingots)  across  the  land  strip 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic,  connect¬ 
ing  with  ships  on  both  sides.  After  the 
completion  of  the  transcontinental  rail¬ 
road  in  1869,  the  Panama  Railroad 
faded  in  importance,  although  opera¬ 
tions  were  continued  into  the  early  20th 
century.  A  very  rare  2-1/2  cent  token  is¬ 
sued  in  the  1850s  or  1860s  is  of  numis¬ 
matic  importance  and  pictures  the  rail¬ 
road  on  one  side. 

As  Earl  was  of  an  intellectual  turn  of 
mind  and  also  had  the  ability  to  combine 
various  aspects  of  life  and  history  into 
his  writings  — such  as  articles  and  the 
aforementioned  auction  reviews  for  the 
Manuscript  Society  — it  can  be  truly  said 
that  had  he  selected  numismatics  as  his 
primary  research  outlet,  he  would  have 
been  honored  as  one  of  the  finest  writers 
of  our  era.  As  it  is,  this  accolade  will  no 
doubt  be  bestowed  upon  him  by  the 
Manuscript  Society. 

Our  condolences  to  Cathy. 
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Coin  Quiz 


by  John  Kraljevich 


Try  this  selection  of  questions  about  a 
variety  of  numismatic  minutiae  -  some  of 
them  are  "softballs"  and  some  may  re¬ 
quire  some  research  on  your  part.  Enjoy 
these  and  see  how  you  did  with  the  an¬ 
swer  key  at  the  end.  If  you  have  trouble 
answering  more  than  a  few  of  them,  per¬ 
haps  some  books  from  our  Publications 
Department  would  be  a  fun  and  worth¬ 
while  investment! 

1.  Which  ship  was  wrecked  ca.  1711 
with  a  cargo  of  coins  including  Pine  Tree 
shillings? 

a.  The  Maine 

b.  The  Chameau 

c.  The  Feversham 

d.  The  Merrimack 

2.  Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania  and 
Pueblo,  Colorado  were  the  hometowns  of 
the  authors  of  the  last  two  standard 
works  on: 

a.  Capped  Bust  half  dollars 

b.  1816-1857  large  cents 

c.  Connecticut  coppers 

d.  1796-1838  quarters 


Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

You  sir,  are  an  idiot.  At  least  that  is 
what  I  would  say  to  you  if  you  should 
ever  allow  the  phenomenal  Gail 
Watson  to  slip  from  your  grasp. 

Approximately  a  month  and  a  half 
ago  I  asked  Gail  to  put  me  on  a  want 
list  in  search  of  an  Heraldic  Eagle  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  of  the  1798-1803  years. 
With  the  marriage  of  desire  and  bud¬ 
get  in  mind  I  decided  I  wanted  a  1798 
or  1799,  PCGS  certified,  between  VF- 
20  and  EF-40. 

So  what  did  Gail  do?  She  found  me 


3.  What  was  the  reason  that  the  1878 
Morgan  dollar  reverse  was  changed  from 
eight  feathers  to  seven  mid-year? 

a.  Seven  is  a  lucky  number 

b.  Eagles  have  an  odd  number  of  tail  feath¬ 
ers 

c.  One  feather  appeared  to  contain  the 
devil's  face  under  magnification 

d.  Utter  happenstance 

4.  The  1921  Morgan  dollar  was  made 
possible  by  the  Pittman  Act  of  what  year? 

a.  1878 

b.  1904 

c.  1918 

d.  1921 

5.  When  J.L.  Riddell  wrote  his  Mono¬ 
graph  of  the  Silver  Dollar  in  1845,  what  was 
he  most  concerned  about? 

a.  counterfeits 

b.  grading 

c.  mintage  figures 

d.  rarity  ratings 

6.  The  term  "mavericks"  most  often 
refers  to: 

a.  illegally  struck  coins 

b.  tokens  from  unidentified  issuers 


a  1799/8  overdate,  PCGS  certified,  in 
VF-30  and  if  that  were  not  sufficient 
enough  she  also  found  the  15  star  re¬ 
verse  variety.  If  this  is  not  the  perfect 
example  of  giving  the  customer  exactly 
what  he  wanted  I  do  not  know  what  is. 

Please  select  whatever  superlative 
you  feel  most  appropriate  and  convey 
my  continued  gratitude  to  Ms. 
Watson.  Truly  a  class  act,  and  a  mag¬ 
nificent  example  of  customer  service 
the  way  it  was  meant  to  be. 

Sincerely, 

Michael  S. 


c.  holed  and  plugged  coins 

d.  dealers  who  refuse  to  grade  their  coins 

7 .  The  grand  majority  of  the  population 
of  what  U.S.  pre-federal  coin  comes  from  a 
hoard  owned  by  Colonel  Mendes  Cohen? 

a.  Fugio  cents 

b.  Vermont  coppers 

c.  Rhode  Island  Ship  tokens 

d.  Virginia  halfpence 

8.  All  $5,  $10,  and  $20  Hawaii  over¬ 
print  notes  were  issued  from  what  Federal 
Reserve  district? 

a.  Minneapolis 

b.  San  Francisco 

c.  New  York 

d.  Dallas 

9.  James  Longacre  designed  all  of  the 
following  except: 

a.  the  two-cent  piece 

b.  the  silver  three-cent  piece 

c.  the  three-dollar  gold  piece 

d.  the  four-dollar  gold  piece 

10.  The  legend  "Am  I  Not  a  Man  and 
a  Brother?"  was  first  numismatically  used 
on  a: 

a.  penny  of  Aethelred  the  Unready  (968- 
1016) 

b.  conder  token  of  the  1790s 

c.  Hard  Times  token  of  the  1830s 

d.  A  Depression-era  celluloid  advertising 
mirror 

Bonus:  The  U.S.  Mint,  as  established 
in  1792,  was  under  what  Cabinet  secretary? 
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MichaelS.  Writes 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1890-S  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
What  a  gorgeous  coin!  In  this  grade  very  few  ex¬ 
ist . 7,795 


1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

Notable  1891 -CC  Dollar 


1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Superb  satiny  lustre  and 
mint  frost.  Great  eye  appeal  and  always  popu¬ 


lar . 3,450 

1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 289 

1891-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  satiny.  545 
1891-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 


Gem  Proof  1892  Dollar 


1892  Proof-65  (NGC).  Mirrored  golden  surfaces.  A 
wonderful  specimen.  Rare  so  fine.  Just  try  to  find 


another!  Bet  you  can't! . 6,495 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 619 


Exceptional  Gem  1892-CC  Dollar 


1892-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  centers  with  a 
whisper  of  light  russet  peripheral  toning  and 
lightly  reflective  fields.  Superb  eye  appeal.  The 
1892-CC  is  one  of  the  more  difficult  Carson  City 
issues  to  obtain  at  this  level,  and  only  infrequently 
are  we  privileged  to  have  one  in  stock.  We  reiter¬ 
ate  that  in  order  for  any  Morgan  dollar  to  be  pur¬ 
chased  by  us  it  has  to  meet  several  tests— including 
being  an  excellent  example  of  its  numerical  grade 
level,  being  an  excellent  example  of  its  strike  and 


wheel  lustre  and  eye  appeal  that  will  satisfy  even 


the  most  finicky  collector . 1,995 

1889-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 369 


Scarce  1890  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  Dollar 
1890  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo  contrast  and 
great  lustre.  A  choice  and  frosty  dollar  that  would 
be  difficult  to  locate  in  finer  grade;  PCGS  has  cer¬ 


tified  only  three  higher . 1,495 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 375 

1890-CC  EF-40 . 89 


Wonderful  Prooflike  1890-0  Dollar 


1890-0  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  periph¬ 
eral  golden  iridescence,  frosted  devices  and  su¬ 
perb  lustre.  Only  one  graded  higher!  If  you  collect 
prooflike  Morgan  dollars,  this  could  be  your  new 
pride  and  joy . 2,750 


Handsome  Gem  1890-0  $1 
1890-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  for  the  grade  with 
outstanding  eye  appeal  and  lustre  and  an  above- 
average  strike.  A  worthy  specimen  for  any  ad¬ 
vanced  collection . 2,250 


Gem  1890-0  Dollar 

1890-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  A  splendid  coin  combining  high  grade  with 
wonderful  aesthetic  appeal . 2,250 


Glittering  1890-0  Dollar 
1890-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Heavily  frosted  and 


very  attractive . 1,895 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 87 


Gem  Prooflike  1890-S  Dollar 


1889-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  lots  of  lustre  and 
great  eye  appeal  for  the  grade,  this  coin  would 
match  well  with  a  Mint  State  set  of  Morgan  dollars 
and  represents  an  excellent  value  for  the  grade.  A 
very  nice  specimen  of  this  key  to  the  most  avidly 
collected  19th-century  U.S.  series . 4,750 

Eye-Appealing  Gem  1889-0  Dollar 


1889-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  satiny  lustre  with  whis¬ 
pers  of  light  toning  at  the  periphery.  A  splendid 
specimen  and  very  difficult  to  locate  in  the  gem 
category.  Only  occasionally  do  we  have  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  quality  in  stock.  Here  is  a  very  ex¬ 
citing  coin,  with  splendid  eye  appeal,  priced  to  be 
an  excellent  value — an  ideal  combination!  5,750 

Prooflike  1889-0  Silver  Dollar 


1889-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Immaculate  frosted 
devices  contrast  with  mirrored  fields  for  impres¬ 
sive  visual  impact  for  the  grade.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  that  would  be  difficult  to  duplicate. ...  3,950 

Gem  1889-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  full  cart- 


1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

!1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

Popular  1889-CC  Morgan  Dollar 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 
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other  characteristics  oi  a  given  date  and  mintmark, 
and,  to  be  attractive  to  behold,  and,  finally,  to  be  a 
good  value  tor  the  monev  paid.  It  is  often  the  case 
that  we  have  to  review  a  dozen  or  more  coins  be¬ 
fore  finding  one  that  is  just  right  for  our  inventory 

and  for  resale . 7,950 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce  so 

fine . 579 

1892-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  and  frosty  devices 
with  just  a  blush  of  pale  gold  near  the  bottom  of 
the  reverse.  Nice  eye  appeal  and  pleasing  for  the 
grade.  One  of  the  lowest  mintages  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  Morgans . 1,395 


Popular  and  Rare  1893-CC  Dollar 


1893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Outstanding  prooflike  ap¬ 
pearance  with  heavily  frosted  devices  and  reflec¬ 
tive  fields  and  great  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  The 
1893-CC  is  scarce  in  its  own  right  and  is  further 
important  as  the  last  issue  struck  at  the  Carson 
City  Mint.  Numismatic  heaven  would  be  to  find 
a  bag  of  1,000  pieces!  However,  that  hasn't  hap¬ 
pened,  and  we  usually  only  have  a  single  speci¬ 
men  in  stock  at  this  grade  level,  or  none  at  all. 
Right  now  we  have  just  one,  and  it  can  be  yours 
for . 4,350 


Choice  1893-0  Dollar 


1893-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Full  cartwheel  and  a  very 
pleasing  visual  effect  with  nice  fields.  Semi-key, 
always  popular  and  always  difficult  to  find.  A 
lovely  specimen . 6,950 

See  Our  Book  Section 

We  offer  many  great  numismatic 
titles,  all  at  our  special  confidential  dis¬ 
counts  of  10%  to  20%. 


Prooflike  1893-0  Dollar 


1893-0  MS-62  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  far,  far  finer 
specimen  than  usually  seen! . 4,695 


Rare  Mint  State  1893-0  Dollar 
1893-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  Very  difficult  to 
find  at  this  grade  level . 1,675 


Key  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  So  many  people  need 
this,  and  so  few  coins  are  available.  The  1893-S  is 
fairly  elusive  in  any  grade,  but  at  the  AU  level  it 
is  very  rare . 14,950 


Famous  1895  Philadelphia  Mint  Dollar 
Proof-Only  Issue 


1895  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  encircled  by  iri¬ 
descent  violet  and  rose.  Frankly,  1895  dollars  are 
frequently  just  plain  unattractive.  This  piece  is  an 
outstanding  exception  with  wonderful  eye  appeal 
and  no  notable  impairments.  The  key  to  the  most 
collected  American  series  and  a  coin  that  any  col¬ 
lector  would  be  proud  to  own .  27,500 

Although  records  indicate  that  12,000  circulation  strikes 
and  880  Proofs  were  struck,  no  authentic  circulation  strike  has 
ever  been  seen  by  us,  nor  have  we  been  able  to  borrow  one  for 
examination  It  is  quite  likely  that  the  figure  of  12,000  referred 
to  pieces  dated  1894.  This  leaves  just  880  Proofs  with  the  1895 


date.  Considering  loss  and  attrition  over  the  years  prub,) 
no  more  than  500  or  600  survive  today  Of  these,  probably  n 
cannot  come  up  to  the  quality  and  eye  appeal  ot  the  pu 
offered  here.  Considering  the  large  number  ot  people  n 
collect  silver  dollars  and  the  rarity  of  the  1895  Proof,  h, 
indeed  is  a  centerpiece,  a  great  opportunity  to  own  //re  sm 
most  famous  rarity  in  the  series. 


Memorable  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  and  brillia 
specimen  of  this  rare  issue,  a  variety  which  wh 
seen  in  Mint  State  is  usually  in  the  lower  rang 
such  as  MS-60,  61  or  62,  not  often  63,  and  mu 


less  often  MS-64.  The  present  coin  is  one  of  t 
most  important  in  this  listing,  a  find  for  the  cc 

noisseur . 5,9 

1896  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 6 

1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 6 

1896  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Peripheral  amber  toning  a 

great  eye  appeal . 1 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 


Desirable  1896-0  Morgan  Dollar 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  slightly 
flective  surfaces . 3,1 

1896- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  golden  s 

faces . 1 

1897  MS-66  (NGC).  Exceptional  satiny  lustre  and 
impeccably  detailed  strike.  Superb . L- 

1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lightly  reflecti 
Readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  decide 
elusive  in  superb  gem  Mint  State . L- 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1897- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 

Superb  Gem  1897-S  Dollar 

1897-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lull  cartwh 
and  great  eye  appeal.  A  marvelous  specimet 
this  popular  San  Francisco  date . 1! 
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Join  the  Popularity  Parade!  Build  your  own  collection  through  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


Historical  Background 

Morgan  dollars,  first  minted  in  1878  and  last  coined  in 
1921,  were  for  many  years  the  largest  silver  coins  of  the 
American  realm.  Today  they  are  the  most  popular  American 
series.  Combine  this  with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  dates 
and  mintmarks  can  be  obtained  for  relatively  low  prices  in 
beautiful  Mint  State,  and  you  have  all  the  ingredients  of  a 
fascinating,  winning,  challenging  collection!  Struck  at  five 
different  mints  and  often  in  large  quantities,  at  one  time  these 
“cartwheels”  were  familiar  sights  in  saloons,  casinos,  and 
elsewhere  across  the  land. 

While  many  were  released  into  circulation,  others  were  held 
in  reserve  by  the  Treasury  Department  as  backing  for  its  paper 
Silver  Certificates.  Years  later,  in  fact  until  the  supply  ran  out 
in  March  1964,  these  were  paid  out  at  face  value.  Today, 
Morgan  dollars  are  widely  dispersed  and  are  appreciated  by 
numismatists  who  enjoy  their  beauty,  history,  and,  a  remark¬ 
able  bonus  shared  by  few  other  early  series,  their  availability  in 
choice  and  gem  Mint  State  for  very  reasonable  prices. 


•  A  20%  discount  on  all  books  we  offer. 

•  A  FREE  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin 
Collector  for  as  long  as  you  are  a  member! 

•  A  FREE  bonus  book,  A  Buyers  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States. 

•  A  personal  checklist  for  you  to  keep  an  inventory  of  your 
collection. 

•  Our  latest  Morgan  dollar  listing  sent  via  e-mail  or  fax  once 
a  week  (upon  request). 


Your  Benefits  as  a  Member 


•  Buying  from  one  of  the  world’s  most  established  and  most 
respected  rare  coin  firms — a  company  with  unsurpassed 
financial  and  professional  credentials. 

•  Premium  Quality,  hand-selected  coins  cherrypicked  to  your 
specifications,  backed  by  our  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  In  addition,  each  coin  will  be  graded  by  PCGS, 
NGC,  or  another  grading  service  of  your  choice  or,  if  you 
prefer,  uncertified  to  place  in  an  album. 

•  First  choice  of  coins  we  acquire  from  old-time  collections, 
estates,  our  coast-to-coast  buying  trips,  and  all  new  pur¬ 
chases  that  cross  our  threshold! 


A  4%  discount  on  every  coin!  This  will  mean  additional 
savings  for  you! 

A  30%  discount  on  albums  and  holders  in  which  to  store  and 
display  your  collection. 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States  by 
Q.  David  Bowers  is  yours  FREE 
when  you  become  a  member. 


Here’s  How  to  Become  a  Member 

1. )  Decide  on  your  monthly  budget,  the  grade  level  you 
wish  to  collect,  and  whether  you  prefer  certified  or  non- 
certified  coins. 

2. )  Choose  your  payment  preference — personal  check  or 
credit  card  authorization. 

3. )  Call  Debbie  McDonald  at  1-800-222-5993  and  we  will 
take  it  from  there!  We  want  to  make  it  easy  and  convenient 
for  you  to  form  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collection.  Call 
today  and  you  will  be  on  your  way  to  acquiring  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  selection  of  sparkling  Morgan  dollars — a  collection 
you  will  enjoy  sharing  with  your  family  and  friends.  Such  a 
set,  if  completed,  will  eventually  include  one  of  each  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  date  and  mintmark  from  the  first  year  of  issue, 
1878,  to  the  last,  1921,  plus  some  interesting  varieties,  for 
a  total  of  98  coins  in  all! 

Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’seasv  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection.  Simply  decide 
what  series  you  would  like  to  collect.  Then  let  Debbie  hand 
select  $500  list  price  in  coins  for  you  and  pay  only  $450.  Or, 
select  $1 ,000  list  price  in  coinsand  pay  only  $900.  Get  a  giant 
leap  on  your  collection  by  ordering  $5,000  list  price  in  coins 
and  pay  only  $4500!!!  These  special  offers  are  good  for  your 
first  month's  selection  only. 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


18%  NlS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 1,095 

1898  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  struck  with 

immaculate  surfaces.  Exceptional  condition  for 
this  Philadelphia  issue . 1,095 

1989  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

Impressive  1898-0  $1 

1898-0  MS-67  (N'GC).  Brilliant  and  bright  with  lustre. 

Excellent  eye  appeal . 1,595 

1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 97 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 97 

1898-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 

Superb  1899  Dollar 

1899  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  great  eye 
appeal  —  one  of  the  nicest  circulation  strikes  you 


will  ever  find.  First  order  gets  it  for . 1,895 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1899-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 

1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 33 


Another  1899-S  Gem 

1899-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  supremely  lustrous, 
and  very  attractive . 1,995 


Choice  Proof  1900  Dollar 


1900  Proof-64  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  encircled  by 
golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Very  scarce,  indeed 

Two  Letters  from  Phil  S. 

Dear  Gail  [Watson]: 

For  the  short  time  that  I've  been  do¬ 
ing  business  with  Bowers  and  Merena,  I 
want  to  thank  you  for  your  time  and 
pleasant  manner  in  which  you  have 
been  dealing  with  me  as  a  customer. 

I  hope  you  enjoy  the  little  gift  I  have 
just  sent  you.  Thank  you  again. 

Dear  Chris  [Karstedt]: 

I  can't  thank  you  enough  for  every¬ 
thing  you  do  to  assist  me  in  my  en¬ 
deavors  in  numismatics,  particularly  in 
helping  me  purchase  a  gold  ingot  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America. 

Thank  you  so  much. 


rare.  The  market  price  for  this  and  most  other 
Proof  Morgan  dollars  seems  to  be  especially  at¬ 
tractive  at  present . 2,695 

Popular  1900  O/CC  in  Gem  Condition 
1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
a  bold  overmintmark.  A  great  example  of  this  fa¬ 


mous  and  curious  issue . 1,550 

1900-0/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1 900-0/ CC  AU-55.  Brilliant . 149 

1900-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  impeccable  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 535 

1900-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 


Stunning  Gem  Uncirculated  1900-S  $1 
Among  Finest  Known 


1900-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  example  of  the  date 
and  grade.  Highly  lustrous  and  delightfully  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces  are  a  cut  above  the  typical  quality 
associated  with  this  date.  A  no-questions-asked 
gem  that  is  easily  among  the  finest  known  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  certified  just 
one  specimen  of  the  date  in  a  finer  grade.  Here, 
again,  opportunity  knocks  loudly  for  the  Morgan 
dollar  enthusiast . 4,250 

Gem  1900-S  Dollar 

1900- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  A 

lovely  specimen  of  this  issue  that  will  never  re¬ 
quire  upgrade  or  apology . 1,525 

1901  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold  toning. 
Very  nice  for  the  grade . 975 

1901- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Full  white  brilliance  with 

bright  cartwheel  lustre . 1,195 

1901-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

Superb  1901-S  Morgan  Dollar 


1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  stunningly  beauti¬ 
ful,  absolutely  marvelous  1901-S  dollar . 4,250 


Gem  Mint  State  1901-S  Dollar 


1901-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  One  of  our  favorite  dates,  ap¬ 
pearing  very  infrequently  in  gem  quality.  Fully 
brilliant  with  frosty  lustre  and  very  slight  cameo 
contrast.  Typical  quality  for  coins  that  would  have 
been  called  "semi-prooflike"  back  in  the  good  old 
days  (1970s  for  the  present  cataloguer,  Mark 


Borckardt) . 4,250 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 


Gem  Mint  State  1902  Dollar 
1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Pleasant  light  gold  toning 
around  the  rims  (indicative  of  long  term  roll  stor¬ 
age)  and  nice  lustre. . . 1,350 


Superb  Gem  1902-0  Dollar! 


1902-0  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  nearly 
prooflike  surfaces.  Perhaps  this  should  have  been 
designated  as  fully  prooflike.  Seldom  seen  in  this 


lofty  grade! . 6,995 

1902-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  reflectivity 

in  the  fields . 625 

1902-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1902-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


Brilliant  Gem  1902-S  Dollar 


1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosh  silver  Li¬ 
tre  and  a  trace  of  toning  at  the  border.  A  tinv  spot 


42 
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United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


Gem  1922-S  Dollar 


1926-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  white  lustre 


and  a  trace  of  iridescent  peripheral  toning.  A  most 

attractive  example  for  the  connoisseur . 4,250 

1926-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces.  ..  159 
1926-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  surfaces  with 

some  toning  highlights  on  the  reverse . 69 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  champagne . 235 


1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Champagne  surfaces  with  amber 
on  the  rims . 85 


1922-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  attractive  satiny 
silver  lustre.  A  scarce  and  highly  desirable  issue 


in  gem  quality . 2,275 

1923  MS-66.  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 105 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 44 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 44 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 29 

1923- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 209 

1924- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1925  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 635 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1925  MS-65  Brilliant . 105 

1925- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 539 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 


Superb  1926-D  Silver  Dollar 
1926-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  seen  at  this 
high  grade  level.  A  beautiful  piece  with  wonder¬ 


ful  eye  appeal . 1,950 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 


Superb  Gem  1926-S  Dollar 


We  continue  to  be  very  pleased  with  our  inven¬ 
tory  of  Peace  dollars!  When  our  buyers  travel  around 


the  United  States  they  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice 
pieces,  seeking  to  acquire  coins  that  have  a  lot  of  good 
old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  However  (moan  here,  and 
a  tear  or  two  is  shed)  we  don't  have  a  1934-S  in  stock 
for  this  issue.  However,  the  pieces  we  do  have  are 
hand-selected  for  their  quality.  It  could  be  that  this  is 
why  we  sell  so  many  Peace  dollars.  Once  someone 
"discovers"  us,  they  usually  finish  their  collection 
right  here! 

Superb  1921  Peace  Dollar 


1921  Peace.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  satiny  lustre.  One 
of  the  very  finest  specimens  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled.  High  relief  design,  as  used  in  this  year, 
but  then  discontinued,  as  the  sculptured-style  re¬ 
lief  would  not  strike  up  properly  at  the  center.  In 
addition,  complaints  were  received  from  bank 
officials  that  these  coins  would  not  "stack"  prop¬ 
erly . 9,250 

Delightful  and  Choice  1921  Peace  Dollar 


1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces 
with  just  a  hint  of  light  reverse  toning.  A  delight¬ 
ful  example  sure  to  please  the  most  discriminat¬ 


ing  buyer . 2,795 

1921  Peace.  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  with  subtle  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces  and  great  eye  appeal . 535 

1921  Peace.  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  and  attractively 
toned . 535 

1921  Peace.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 44 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 


High-Grade  1922-D  Dollar 
1922-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare  in  lower 
grades,  the  1922-D  is  quite  elusive  in  the  superb 
gem  quality  offered  here.  A  find  for  the  Peace  dol¬ 
lar  specialist . 1,695 


is  visible  on  the  reverse.  Overall,  this  is  an  out¬ 


standing  example . 3,295 

1903  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 679 

1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  679 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1903  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 


Scarce  Near-Gem  1903-S  Dollar 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  outstand¬ 
ing  lustre  and  brilliance . 2,750 

Choice  and  Lustrous  1904-S  Dollar 
1904-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  champagne  centers 

with  gold  highlights  at  the  rim . 2,250 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

Peace  Dollars 


Important  1904-S  Dollar 
Choice  Mint  State 


1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  very 
attractive.  A  superb  specimen  of  one  of  the  scarcer 
San  Francisco  varieties  in  the  series,  considerably 
finer  than  that  normally  seen.  This  example  exhib¬ 
its  a  double  olive  on  the  olive  branch,  indicative 
of  those  struck  from  dies  hubbed  with  both  "old- 
style"  and  "new-style"  hubs.  A  beauty! . 5,850 


1904-0  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1904-0  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with  light 

golden  peripheral  toning . 279 

1904-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 96 

1904-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 44 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1904-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 33 
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Lustrous  Gem  1927-D  Dollar 


1927-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  choice  with  ex¬ 
cellent  full  cartwheel  lustre.  One  of  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  had  of  this  scarce  Denver  Mint  Peace 


dollar.  A  highly  important  coin . 4,950 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  centers  with 
gold  highlights  around  the  rim . 575 


Memorable  1927-S  Dollar 


1927-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  very  slightly  re¬ 
flective  fields.  Faint  splashes  of  toning  are  visible 
on  the  obverse.  Seldom  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
For  the  advanced  collector  of  Peace  dollars  this 
is  the  rarity  of  desire.  As  important  as  it  is  beau¬ 
tiful . 12,500 

1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  white  surfaces  with 
some  golden  highlights . 699 


Gem  1928  Dollar 


1928  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity.  Although  certain  other  Peace  dollar 
issues  are  much  rarer  in  gem  quality,  this  issue 
has  long  been  considered  one  of  the  key  dates  in 
the  series.  Indeed,  it  has  the  lowest  overall  mint¬ 
age  of  any  Peace  dollar  1921-1935.  An  excellent 
combination  of  high  grade,  low  mintage,  and 
good  eye  appeal . 3,295 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1928  MS-63 . 325 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  champagne . 325 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  pewter  surfaces  with 

gold  and  rose  highlights . 325 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,075 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Champagne  surfaces  with 
deep  golden  toning  around  the  periphery .  1,075 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 125 

1934-D-MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 


Exceptional  1935  Silver  Dollar 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  superb  gem— one  of 


the  finest  we've  ever  seen! . 1,795 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  625 

1935  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1935-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollars 

1979-P  MS-64  Struck  10%  off  center  (PCGS).  Off-cen¬ 
ter  to  1 1 :30  on  the  obverse.  A  pleasing  example  of 
an  interesting  error,  one  that  David  Sundman 
missed . 295 

1979- S  Type  II.  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 179 

1980- S  Proof-69.  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  34 

1981- S  Type  I.  Proof-69.  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 39 


Trade  Dollars 


We  have  been  buying  trade  dollars  (and  would 
love  to  buy  some  more,  if  you  have  any  for  sale).  Our 
listing  includes  a  number  of  very  desirable  pieces. 

1873-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  A  lovely  specimen  of 
the  first  year  of  issue . 775 

Lovely  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 


1875-S  Type  I/I  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
outstanding  light  ivory  surfaces  and  delightful 
satiny  lustre.  1875  and  1876  trade  dollars  from  all 
mints  have  varying  combinations  of  obverse  and 
reverse  design  hubs . 3,250 


The  Typo  I  obverse  hub  lias  three  visible  tinkers  on  Litertv', 
hand  holding  the  pole,  while  the  Ty  pe  II  hub  features  four  finders 
There  are  other  minor  differences  as  well .  All  1 875  trade  dollars  Im* 
the  Type  I  obverse  while  those  dated  187b  may  have  either  design. 

The  Type  I  reverse  has  a  berry  attached  to  the  lower  edge  of  tf* 
branch,  directly  above  the  first  0  in 900.  T; vpe  II  reverse  dies  donut  have  a 
bcTrvinduskx'ation.l5othl875andl87btradedolLirsL'ustunthtltiH'tw() 

designs.  The  [x  issible  combinations  am  Type  1/1,  Type  1/  II  and  Type  11/ 
ll.llierearenolsixiwiiexampltsvyithaTypelloby'erscsiixtTypelreyiTse. 


Choice  1876  Trade  Dollar 


1876  Type  I/ll.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  lus¬ 
tre  and  handsome  eye  appeal.  Satiny  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  full  cartwheel.  Difficult  to  improve  upon  and 
an  excellent  specimen  for  the  trade  dollar  enthu¬ 


siast  or  type  collector . 2,995 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  champagne . 1,350 


1877-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  superbly  lustrous 
with  reflective  surfaces.  Choice  for  the  grade.  1,350 


Important  1878-CC  Trade  Dollar 


1878-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  most  original 
lustre.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  very  important 
trade  dollar— the  rarest  by  far  of  the  dates  and 
mintmarks  struck  for  circulation . 3,850 

Choice  Proof  1879  Trade  $1 


1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  and  deeply  reflec¬ 
tive  fields  with  light  champagne  surfaces  4. 1 50 


44 
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Rare  1881  Proof  Trade  $1 


1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lovely  frosty  devices.  Light 
gray  fields  with  very  light  peripheral  iridescent 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  highly-prized 
"Proof-only"  date,  a  numismatic  classic . 2,495 

A  Special  Offering  of 
" Opium  Dollars" 

We  recently  purchased  a  collection  of  so-called 
"opium  dollars"  also  known  as  "box  dollars,"  coins, 
principally  trade  dollars,  hollowed  and  hinged  for 
use  as  a  locket  in  the  last  decades  of  the  19th  century. 
The  romantic  story  surrounding  these  is  that  they 
were  used  to  smuggle  opium  out  of  the  Orient, 
though  most  are,  more  innocently,  jeweler-produced 
keepsakes  sometimes  seen  with  personalized  engrav¬ 
ing  and/or  photographs  inside.  Most  are  hinged  at 
12:00  on  the  reverse  and  can  be  opened  with  very 
gentle  fingernail  pressure  applied  behind  the  hinge  at 
the  rim.  These  are  quite  scarce,  especially  in  intact 
condition,  and  we  expect  our  selection  of  these  inter¬ 
esting  pieces  to  sell  quickly. 

These  seem  to  have  found  a  ready  sale  at  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago  in  1893 
and  in  other  venues  of  that  era. 

Special:  Buy  three  or  more  and  take  a  10%  discount. 
Second  choices  appreciated,  as  each  is  one-of-kind  in 
our  stock. 

1876- S  VG-10.  Looped  at  top  of  obverse.  Recessed 

area  inside  for  placing  a  photograph,  though  none 
is  present.  Hinge  is  a  trifle  loose  but  in  good  work¬ 
ing  order  and  opens  easily.  Some  digs  present 
near  top  of  reverse  at  hinge.  A  very  nice  quality 
box  dollar  with  good  workmanship . 279 

1877  VG-10.  A  really  delightful  piece  with  a  photo¬ 
graph  inside  of  a  woman  in  a  high  necked  dress. 
Mica  over  photo  present  but  cracked,  otherwise  in 
very  good  condition.  Very  tightly  hinged  and  in 
good  working  order.  Inside  of  door  engraved 
"Mizpah"  in  fancy  script,  the  word  being  one  of 
endearment,  as  several  of  our  readers  have 
pointed  out.  Circular  lathe  decoration  on  lip 
around  photograph.  A  display  piece  of  excellent 

quality . 279 

1877  F-15,  cleaned.  Pops  open  easily  and  wide, 
though  the  hinge  is  a  little  loose.  Good  workman¬ 
ship  and  quite  bright  internally  with  some  extra¬ 
neous  solder  present.  A  nice  specimen . 239 

1877- S  F-12,  lightly  cleaned.  Nice  and  attractive  with 
a  completely  hollowed  interior  that  probably  con- 


United  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


tained  a  thin  ring  to  hold  down  a  photograph. 
Hinge  a  little  loose  but  works  well.  Inside  door 
features  amateur  graffiti  reading  "Wed  Oct  1  05 
Annette"  shallowly  engraved;  probably  an  indi¬ 
cation  that  this  contained  a  wedding  photo  or 
other  keepsake  of  that  day.  Hopefully,  Annette 
and  her  husband  had  a  nice  life.  A  fascinating 

specimen . 279 

1878  G-6.  Worn  from  use  as  a  pocket  piece,  but  still  very 
attractive.  Excellent  workmanship  with  lid  lip  close 


to  rim;  door  requires  a  little  nudge  to  fully  open 
extendable  hinge.  Bull's-eye  lathe  work  in  re¬ 
cessed  photo  area.  Jeweler's  monogrammed 
"RB"  hallmark  inside  at  9:00.  A  very  nicely  done 
piece . 239 


CHECK  OUT  OUR  WEBSITE 
www.bowersandmerena.com 


Octothorpes,  Tittles ,  and  Twits 


Interesting  facts  submitted  by  Lee  Bowers,  Ad¬ 
vanced  Graphics  and  Publishing,  Colorado  Springs, 
and  probably  found  somewhere  in  cyberspace: 

The  longest  one-syllable  word  in  the 
English  language  is  "screeched."  [How 
about  "strengths"  and,  as  in  card  games, 
"straights"?] 

Almonds  are  members  of  the  peach 
family. 

"Dreamt"  is  the  only  English  word 
that  ends  in  the  letters  "mt" 

Ingrown  toenails  are  hereditary. 

Tigers  have  striped  skin,  not  just 
striped  fur. 

The  word  "checkmate"  in  chess  comes 
from  the  Persian  phrase  "Shah  Mat," 
which  means  "the  king  is  dead." 

The  word  "set"  lias  more  definitions  than 
any  other  word  in  the  English  language. 

The  symbol  on  the  "pound"  key  (#)  is 
called  an  octothorpe. 

"Underground"  is  the  only  word  in 
the  English  language  that  begins  and  ends 
with  the  letters  "und." 

There  are  only  four  words  in  English 
which  end  in  "-dous":  tremendous,  hor¬ 
rendous,  stupendous,  and  hazardous. 

Dueling  is  legal  in  Paraguay  as  long 
as  both  parties  are  registered  blood  do¬ 
nors. 

Los  Angeles's  full  name  is  "El  Pueblo 
de  Nuestra  Senora  la  Reina  de  los  Angeles 
de  Porciuncula"  and  can  be  abbreviated  to 
3.63%  of  its  size,  L.A. 

An  ostrich's  eye  is  bigger  than  its  brain. 

It  is  impossible  to  sneeze  with  your 
eyes  open. 

The  dot  over  the  letter  'i'  is  called  a  tittle. 

Cranberries  are  sorted  for  ripeness  by 
bouncing  them;  a  fully  ripened  cranberry 
can  be  dribbled  like  a  basketball. 

Alfred  Hitchcock  didn't  have  a  belly 


button.  It  was  eliminated  when  he  was 
sewn  up  after  surgery. 

Telly  Savalas  and  Louis  Armstrong 
died  on  their  birthdays. 

Donald  Duck's  middle  name  is 
Fauntleroy. 

The  muzzle  of  a  lion  is  like  a  finger¬ 
print— no  two  lions  have  the  same  pattern 
of  whiskers. 

"Indiscrimination"  consists  of  a  se¬ 
quence  of  seven  regular  words:  in,  disc, 
rim,  in,  at,  I,  on. 

There  is  a  seven-letter  word  in  the  En¬ 
glish  language  that  contains  ten  words 
without  rearranging  any  of  its  letters, 
"therein":  the,  there,  he,  in,  rein,  her,  here, 
ere,  therein,  herein. 

A  goldfish  has  a  memory  span  of  three 
seconds. 

The  letters  KGB  stand  for  Komitet 
Gosudarstvennoy  Bezopasnosti. 

A  pregnant  goldfish  is  called  a  twit. 

"Stewardesses"  is  the  longest  English 
word  that  is  typed  with  only  the  left  hand. 

The  combination  "ough"  can  be  pro¬ 
nounced  in  nine  different  ways;  the  fol¬ 
lowing  sentence  contains  them  all:  "A 
rough-coated,  dough-faced,  thoughtful 
plough-man  strode  through  the  streets  of 
Scarbor-ough;  after  falling  into  a  slough, 
he  coughed  and  hiccoughed." 

The  only  15  letter  word  that  can  be 
spelled  without  repeating  a  letter  is 
uncopyrightable. 

Facetious  and  abstemious  contain  all 
the  vowels  in  the  correct  order,  as  does  ar- 
senious,  meaning  "containing  arsenic." 

Emus  and  kangaroos  cannot  walk 
backwards,  and  are  on  the  Australian  seal 
for  that  reason. 

Cats  have  over  100  vocal  sounds,  while 
dogs  only  have  about  10. 
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Travelogue:  Way  Out  West 


For  the  first  couple  of  weeks  of  January  your 
editor  was  traveling  -  to  Florida  to  conduct  our 
Rarities  Sale,  to  California  to  say  "hello"  to 
Collectors  Universe  and  the  California  Gold 
Marketing  Group,  then  to  a  reception  at  the 
California  Historical  Society  in  San  Francisco, 
then  to  the  Mandalay  Bay  resort  in  Las  Vegas 
(for  whom  a  couple  of  years  ago  we  wrote  the 
text  and  helped  with  the  exhibit  of  coins  and 
paper  money  displayed  there).  The  following  are 
random  notes,  not  necessarily  numismatic,  a 
travelogue  of  sorts. 

Staying  Put 

First  of  all,  I  am  basically  a  stay-at- 
home  person.  In  a  way,  I  miss  a  lot  of  op¬ 
portunities,  for  the  business  of  rare  coins  is 
such  that  there  are  things  to  do,  people  to 
see,  and  (to  satisfy  the  company  Account¬ 
ing  Department  and  our  stockholders), 
profits  to  be  made  in  just  about  every  part 
of  the  world.  I  could  leave  tomorrow  and 
go  to  Paris,  London,  or  Hong  Kong  and,  I 
am  sure,  return  with  coins,  consignments, 
or  contracts  sufficient  to  make  the  journey 
worthwhile. 

Representative  of  the  beckoning  possi¬ 
bilities,  in  the  1970s  I  was  co-owner  of  the 
Mekanisk  Musik  Museum  ("Mechanical 
Music  Museum")  at  Vesterbrogade  150, 
Copenhagen,  Denmark,  and  visited  there 
frequently.  Along  the  way  I  often  stopped 
in  other  European  cities  and  found  worth¬ 
while  coins  to  buy  —  more  often  than  not  in 
the  form  of  scarce  United  States  gold  coins 
from  the  general  period  1834-1933,  with 
double  eagles  being  the  most  popular  de¬ 
nomination.  On  a  couple  of  occasions  the 
government  of  East  Germany  gave  me,  my 
Danish  partner  Claes  O.  Friberg,  and  my 
American  associate  Bonnie  Tekstra,  special 
passes  for  unlimited,  unrestricted  travel 
behind  the  Iron  Curtain  — some  experi¬ 
ences  concerning  which  I  will  relate  if  I 


ever  write  a  book-length  biography. 

At  the  time  I  lived  in  Beverly  Hills, 
California.  As  California  readers  of  this 
narrative  know  well,  one  thing  that  Cali¬ 
fornians  are  always  thinking  about  is 
"when  and  to  where  is  our  next  trip?" 
Residents  of  the  Golden  State  are  always 
planning  when  to  go  to  their  two  favorite 
destinations  — Hawaii  and  Las  Vegas  — or 
to  other  places.  Thus,  it  was  perhaps  natu¬ 
ral  that  when  our  coin  company  was  in 
Southern  California,  I  traveled  widely. 

Of  course,  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
living  in  Beverly  Hills  90210.  My  wife 
Christie  was  born  and  grew  up  there  and 
my  youngest  son,  Andrew,  now  21  and 
with  me  on  the  trip  featured  in  this  travel¬ 
ogue,  was  also  bom  in  that  small  section  of 
California  geography.  However,  Beverly 
Hills-ians  rarely  stay  at  home  for  a  long 
period  of  time.  If  they  don't  go  to  Hawaii 
or  Las  Vegas,  then  they  go  to  Palm  Springs, 
Malibu,  Beaver  Creek,  Sun  Valley,  or  some¬ 
where  else. 

Planning  a  Trip 

After  moving  to  New  Hampshire  in 
1980  my  mind-set  changed.  I  traveled  less 
and,  obviously,  stayed  at  home  more.  Our 
office,  deep  in  the  heart  of  New  England 
and  on  the  shore  of  beautiful  Lake 
Winnipesaukee  (about  30  miles  long,  10  to 
15  miles  wide,  and  with,  they  say,  365  is¬ 
lands—  one  for  every  day  of  the  year),  with 
mountains  in  the  background,  about  two 
hours  north  of  Boston,  seemed  from  the 
outset  to  be  a  great  final  destination. 

Somehow,  the  blend  of  natural  beauty, 
historical  tradition,  and  comfort  combined 
to  encourage  staying  here  and  minimizing 
travel.  My  thoughts  have  not  changed 
since  I  arrived  in  New  Hampshire  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1980.  Son  Andrew  was  10  months  old 
at  the  time.  Besides,  on  any  given  day  at 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  I  and  my 
staff  members  are  in  constant  contact  with 
clients,  dealers,  and  others  in  all  parts  of 
the  world.  With  telephone,  fax,  e-mail,  and 
other  facilities,  our  business  is  even  more 
active  than  it  ever  was  when  we  were  lo¬ 
cated  in  California.  And,  on  weekends  it  is 
always  fun  to  poke  around  among  the  old 
towns  in  New  Hampshire  and  nearby 
Maine  (the  border  is  about  20  miles  away), 
some  of  which  have  changed  very  little  in 
the  past  century.  In  particular,  I  love  visit¬ 
ing  old  book  stores. 

However,  when  I  am  prompted  to  leave 
the  Granite  State  (as  New  Hampshire  is 
called)  and  go  a  significant  distance,  I  en¬ 
joy  the  experience  — and  I  wonder  why  I 
don't  travel  more  often. 

Such  an  occasion  happened  recently 
when  I  planned  to  go  to  Orlando  in  Janu¬ 
ary  to  help  conduct  our  Rarities  Sale. 
David  Hall,  CEO  of  our  parent  company. 
Collectors  Universe  (listed  as  CLCT  on 
NASDAQ,  in  case  you  want  to  look  up  all 
about  us!),  and  the  founder  of  PCGS  in 
1986,  suggested  that  Andrew  (who  was  on 
semester  break  from  the  University  of  New 
Hampshire)  and  I  come  to  California  for  a 
visit  after  the  event,  while  Dwight  Manley, 
guiding  light  of  the  California  Gold  Mar¬ 
keting  Group,  made  a  similar  suggestion- 
request.  Anyway,  in  the  words  of  Teddy 
Roosevelt  (I  think),  1  decided  to  make  a 
swing  around  the  circle  —  to  stop  here  and 
there  and  call  upon  friends  and  do  interest¬ 
ing  things  — staying  away  from  New 
Hampshire  for  the  tremendously  long  time 
of  two  weeks. 

Flying  Down  to  Orlando 

In  the  wee  small  hours  of  the  morning 
on  Tuesday,  January  2-  the  day  after  New 
Year's  — I  and  other  Bowers  and  Merena 
staffers  left  the  wintry  clime  of  Wolfeboro 


M.irch-April  2001/Ktirc  Cow  Review  *140 


ue:  Way  Out  West 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


and  frozen  Lake  Winnipesaukee  to  go  to 
Boston,  where  we  boarded  a  Delta  flight  to 
Orlando.  Leg  space  was  sardine-size,  as 
might  be  expected. 

In  mid-morning  we  arrived  at  the  Or¬ 
lando  Airport  — a  very  nice  place  that  in  it¬ 
self  has  the  ambiance  of  a  large  resort  or 
casino.  If  you  are  ever  stuck  in  a  terminal 
because  of  a  canceled  flight,  Orlando 
would  be  a  good  place  for  this  to  happen. 

Arriving  at  the  Rosen  Plaza  Hotel 
(which  had  been  renamed  from  the  Clarion 
Plaza  since  last  year),  we  found  the  lobby 
already  filled  with  many  familiar  numis¬ 
matic  faces.  Lot-viewing  for  our  Rarities 
Sale  was  on  the  schedule  for  the  day,  in  a 
spacious  parlor  on  the  second-floor  level. 
There  was  an  air  of  excitement  prevailing, 
as  is  nearly  always  the  case  before  our  auc¬ 
tions. 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  contingent 
came  on  various  flights,  due  to  different 
scheduling  requirements  and  needs.  Some 
staffers  were  here  for  the  auction  (such  as 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  the  genius  behind 
our  on-site  sales  for  quite  a  few  years) 
while  others  came  for  the  convention  after 
the  sale.  The  complete  roster  -  with  some 
family  members  helping  — included  John 
and  Georgie  Babalis,  Chris  and  Melissa 
Karstedt,  Gail  and  Katie  Watson,  Gordon 
and  Betty  Wrubel,  Cynthia  LaCarbonara, 
Mark  Borckardt,  Andrew  Bowers,  and  me. 

On  Tuesday  night  a  bunch  of  us  went  to 
dinner  at  Christini's  Restaurant  in  Or¬ 


Gordon  Wrubel  at  our  bourse  table  at 
the  FUN  show.  Equipped  with  a  pile  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  checks  Gordon 
spent  several  days  in  non-stop  buying. 
Gordon,  who  was  a  founder  of  PCGS 
and  today  is  one  of  the  major 
stockholders  of  Collectors  Universe,  has 
been  active  in  the  coin  profession  for  a 
long  time. 


Action  at  the  Rarities  Sale  was  intense 
from  beginning  to  end.  The  highlight  was 
Lot  336,  the  Eliasberg  Collection  specimen 
of  the  famous  and  rare  1889-CC  Morgan 
dollar,  now  comfortably  housed  in  a  PCGS 
holder  and  graded  MS-68.  The  coin  opened 
at  $345,000  (including  the  buyer's  fee)  and 
in  furious  competition  went  all  the  way  to 
$529,000.  The  smiling  buyer  was  Jack  Lee, 
seated  on  the  center  aisle.  Lee  had  pur¬ 
chased  the  coin  at  the  Eliasberg  sale,  then 
resold  it,  but,  seemingly,  missed  it  so  much 
that  this  time  around  he  paid  a  new  record 
price  to  get  it  back!  Applause  resounded 
throughout  the  room. 

There  were  many  other  highlights  (de¬ 
tailed  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Coin  Collec¬ 
tor).  The  "buzz  coin"  of  the  sale  was  Lot 
246,  a  Franklin  half  dollar,  was  described, 
"1953-S  MS-66  Full  Bell  Lines  (PCGS)."  Af¬ 
ter  several  minutes  of  hyperactivity  and 
excitement  the  coin  sold  for  — would  you 
believe  it?— $69,000.  This  is  not  a  misprint! 
The  audience  reaction  was  the  numismatic 
equivalent  of  a  football  touchdown  in  the 
last  minute  of  a  tied-up  Super  Bowl  game! 
You  had  to  be  there!  Again,  there  was  ap¬ 
plause.  For  the  next  several  days,  a  dozen 
or  more  fellow  dealers  asked  me  variations 
of  this  question,  "Can  I  sell  you  an  1953-S 
half  dollar?" 

When  all  was  said  and  done,  $2,445,682 
worth  of  coins  had  changed  hands  —  in  one 
of  the  most  dynamic  sales  of  our  time. 


Gail  Watson  and  Betty  Wrubel  at  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  bourse  table  where  they  met  and  greeted 
many  clients  and  friends.  It  was  almost  like  "Old 
Home  Week"  at  our  display!  There  was  scarcely  a 
moment  without  nice  visitors  on  hand. 


Auctioneer  John  Babalis  at  the  podium  of  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Rarities  Sale -an  exciting  event  from  beginning  to 
end.  Next  to  him  are  Chris  Karstedt  and  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara  who  are  running  the  "book  "  and  recording  bids 
and  sales.  It  was  a  busy  month  for  John,  for  after  spending  a 
week  in  Florida  he  and  his  wife  Georgie  hurried  back  to  the 
North  to  attend  the  inauguration  of  President  George  Bush 
(John  reports  that  a  good  time  was  had  by  all,  but  it  was 
chilly  and  rainy  during  the  parade). 


lando  — a  nifty  place  to  check  out  the  next 
time  you  are  in  the  city.  The  menu  is  Italian 
and  the  ambiance  is  one  of  interesting  art 
objects  and  other  items  in  a  rich  natural 
wood-paneled  setting.  Most  important,  the 
food  is  delicious.  Curiously,  the  place  isn't 
even  mentioned  in  a  Zagat  restaurant 
guide  that  arrived  in  the  mail  from  Ameri¬ 
can  Express  a  week  before  I  left  New 
Hampshire.  On  the  way  to  Christini's  we 
drove  by  the  upside-down  Wonder  Works 
building,  which  is  perhaps  the  most  eye¬ 
catching  piece  of  architecture  in  the  United 
States  (but  it  would  not  pass  muster  for 
zoning  anywhere  but  Orlando,  Holly¬ 
wood,  or  Coney  Island). 


Our  Rarities  Sale 

Our  Rarities  Sale  created  a  lot  of  atten¬ 
tion  on  Wednesday.  Following  a  dinner 
tendered  to  registered  bidders,  the  event 
began  at  6  P.M.  Addressing  a  comfortably 
filled  gallery  of  participants,  I  started  the 
proceedings  with  some  remarks,  then 
served  as  auctioneer  to  begin  the  event.  1 
was  soon  followed  by  our  two  "main"  auc¬ 
tioneers  (who  did  most  of  the  work,  if  you 
can  call  it  that— we  all  think  it  is  fun),  John 
Babalis  and  Chris  Karstedt.  I  have  been 
fond  of  stating  that  she  is  America's  only 
licensed  lady  rare  coin  auctioneer.  However, 
now  this  is  not  correct,  for  in  the  December 
14,  2000  sale  of  coins  held  at  Christie's  in 
New  York  City  (catalogue  done  by  ar¬ 
rangement  with  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  staff),  the  auc- 
tioneer  was  Barbara  Strongin. 
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The  FUN  Convention 

For  the  several  days  after  our  Rarities 
Sale  other  staffers  and  1  were  set  up  at  the 
dealers'  bourse  at  the  Florida  United  Nu¬ 
mismatists  (FUN) 

Convention.  This 
show  is  always  a  lot 
of  fan,  not  only  be¬ 
cause  it  is  a  dynamic 
event,  but  because  in 
January  it  is  sched¬ 
uled  at  just  the  right 
time  to  provide  relief 
for  winter-weary 
and  shivering  nu¬ 
mismatists  from 
Boise,  Chicago,  New 
York,  and  Philadel¬ 
phia  (not  to  overlook 
Wolfeboro).  The 
event  is  set  up  in  one 
of  the  many  spacious 
halls  in  the  sprawl¬ 
ing  Orange  County 
Convention  Center. 

Executives  of  the 
Florida  United  Nu¬ 
mismatists  scurry 
around  the  show  in 
bright  orange-col¬ 
ored  suit  jackets  and 
can  be  spotted  a 
hundred  feet  away. 

Most  of  the  real 
work  at  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  table 
was  done  by  Gail 
Watson,  Mark 
Borckardt,  Gordon 
Wrubel,  and  Betty  Wrubel.  John  Rothans 
represented  our  California  contingent  and 
was  super-busy  as  well.  I  came  in  and  out 
of  the  show,  and  in  the  process  never  con¬ 
nected  with  Candie  Stayton,  advertising 
director,  of  Coin  World,  with  whom  I  had 
hoped  to  arrange  lunch  (Candie  has  ser¬ 
viced  our  account  for  a  long  time,  and  we 
always  say  "hi"  when  we  coincide  at  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  event).  1  did  visit  with  Beth 
Deisher  and  Stuart  Segan  of  Coin  World, 
and,  not  to  forget  Numismatic  Nexos,  I  had  a 
brief  conversation  with  Mary  Roloff  (im¬ 
portant  numismatic  last  name  significance, 
as  you  know  if  you  collect  Civil  War  to¬ 


kens)  of  Krause  Publications. 

We  usually  come  to  coin  shows  to  buy 
from  dealers  who  have  things  on  our 
"want  list"  (which  we  keep  for  our  clients) 
and  who  have 
saved  them  for  us  to 
view  and  consider. 
As  always,  we 
spent  a  lot  of  money 
for  such  needs  as 
well  as  for  our  gen¬ 
eral  inventory. 

On  one  of  the 
days  I  hiked  all  the 
way  across  the  front 
expanse  of  the  con¬ 
vention  center 
(good  exercise)  to 
another  hotel  in  the 
area  in  which  a  "pa¬ 
per  show"  was  be¬ 
ing  held  — a  bourse 
of  dealers  specializ¬ 
ing  in  postcards, 
posters,  and  printed 
ephemera.  I  spent 
about  an  hour  pok¬ 
ing  around.  I  saw 
George  LaBarre, 
well-known  dealer 
in  stock  certificates, 
etc.,  and  asked  him 
if  he  had  learned  of 
any  interesting 
Gold  Rush  material 
at  the  show.  He  led 
me  to  another 
dealer,  who  had  an 
important  (to  me) 
four-page  letter  written  by  a  miner  in  the 
gold  country  in  1852.  I  wrote  out  a  check 
for  the  asking  price,  then  offered  George  a 
finder's  fee,  which  he  declined. 

During  the  FUN  show  I  had  the  chance 
to  visit  with  quite  a  few  Bowers  and 
Merena  clients  who,  collectively,  seem  to 
include  the  nicest  numismatists  in  the 
world.  At  least,  that  is  how  I  feel. 

Flying  Across  the  Country 

Bright  and  early  on  Saturday  morning, 
January  6,  Andrew  and  I  checked  out  of 
our  hotel  room  and  met  up  with  David 
Hall,  who  had  been  at  the  FUN  show  tend¬ 


ing  to  Collectors  Universe  business  and 
spending  time  with  the  impressive  setup 
by  PCGS  (complete  with  a  "grading  tent" 
of  non-reflective  black  cloth,  within  which 
Rick  Montgomery,  Miles  Standish,  and 
others  sought  to  determine  whether  a  par¬ 
ticular  coin  was  MS-63  or  some  other  num¬ 
ber). 

David  and  I  were  seat  mates  on  the 
United  Airlines  flight  to  Los  Angeles,  while 
Andrew  sat  a  few  rows  behind,  in  the  seat 
originally  reserved  for  Dave  H.  Traveling 
in  coach  on  an  Airbus  300, 1  was  pleased  to 
find  that  the  seat  space  was  considerably 
wider  than  on  the  Delta  flight.  No  sardine¬ 
packing.  Score  one  point  for  United.  My 
usual  airline  for  long  distance  travel  is 
American,  a  relationship  dating  back  many 
years  (today,  one  of  my  best  longtime 
friends  remains  an  executive  with  the  air¬ 
line,  despite  many  corporate  transitions). 
The  AAdvantage  frequent  flyer  program 
is,  of  course,  addictive  — sort  of  like  being 
on  a  winning  streak  —  and  it  is  hard  to  fly 
on  Delta,  where  I  have  not  accumulated 
very  many  "miles"  or  on  United.  I  am 
pleased  to  read  that  American  is 
reconfiguring  its  coach  cabin  to  increase 
seating  space,  and  I  look  forward  to  flying 
on  one  of  these  "new"  planes,  perhaps  out 
to  Colorado  Springs  next  summer. 

Dave  H.  and  I  had  four  or  five  hours  to 
spend  discussing  various  business  matters. 
We  are  both  "positive"  thinkers  and  we 
both  enjoy  immensely  what  we  do.  We  of¬ 
ten  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  luck  of 
having  been  introduced  to  numismatics 
while  we  were  teenagers  — for  both  of  us 
have  spent  our  professional  lives  in  the 
rare  coin  business. 

The  first  time  1  had  any  significant  deal¬ 
ings  with  D.H.  was  in  the  mid-1970s  when 
he  worked  with  Joel  Rettew  in  Downey,  a 
suburb  of  Los  Angeles.  This  was  long  be¬ 
fore  the  days  of  the  brilliant  concept  that 
led  to  the  founding  of  PCGS  in  1986.  Of 
course,  not  everyone  thinks  that  certified 
grading  is  a  great  idea.  However,  I  believe  1 
am  being  accurate  when  1  say  that  while 
experienced  old-time  numismatists  may 
not  need  such  a  service,  for  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  buyers  the  idea  of  having  a  third- 
party  opinion  has  immense  value. 

I  don't  believe  that  PCGS  or  any  other 


Andrew1  Bowers  talks  with  Eve  DiGenova  at 
the  Florida  convention,  probably  about  some 
coins  that  are  being  offered  for  sale.  Andreic 
enjoys  and  appreciates  coins,  but  the  buying 
was  done  at  the  show  by  Gordon  Wrubel,  Mark 
Borckardt,  and  Gail  Watson. 


Dealer  Tony  Terranova  visits  the  Boicers  and 
Merena  bourse  table,  bringing  with  him  a 
gorgeous  daguerreotype  of  a  gold  mining 
scene  -  the  nicest  we've  ever  seen.  Tony  is  truly 
a  “complete  collector"  in  the  old  style  -  he 
enjoys  books,  prints,  medals,  and  other 
historical  things  in  addition  to  his  stock-in-trade 
coins. 
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service  will  ever  be  able  to  turn  grading 
into  a  science,  and  while  no  collector  or 
dealer  1  have  ever  met  can  consistently 
grade  the  same  coins  with  the  same  precise 
numbers  all  of  the  time,  PCGS  does 
provide  a  check  for  at  least  the  ap¬ 
proximate  grade  per  current  inter¬ 
pretations.  Many  of  the  abuses  of 
the  old-time  coin  market  — such  as 
the  widespread  sale  of  fakes  and 
alterations,  the  offering  of  buffed 
coins  as  "Proofs,"  etc.  —  are  largely 
history.  As  readers  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Revieio  know,  my  basic  philosophy 
is  to  use  certified  numbers  as  a 
starting  place  when  evaluating  a 
coin,  and  beyond  that,  make  your 
own  determinations  regarding 
such  important  factors  as  striking 
sharpness,  planchet  quality,  and 
aesthetic  appeal.  For  my  money  I 
would  rather  have  a  beautiful  MS- 
63  coin  than  a  spotted,  ugly  MS-65,  never 
mind  that  the  MS-63  is  cheaper  anyway! 

In  my  travels  —  including  on  this  trip  —  I 
come  into  contact  with  many  people  who 
have  substantial  financial  means,  but  who 
do  not  have  either  the  time  or  the  inclina¬ 
tion  to  read  books  about  coin  grading  or 
technicalities.  They  want  to  buy  "nice" 
coins  with  the  assurance  that  if  they  spend 
$10,000  for  a  specimen,  it  might  not  be 
worth  $20,000,  but  it  won't  be  worth  only 
$2,000  either.  A  PCGS-certified  coin  helps 
with  that  comfort  factor. 

Visiting  Collectors  Universe 

Before  noon,  California  time  (afternoon, 
New  Hampshire  and  Florida  time),  our 
traveling  trio  (David  Hall,  Andrew,  and  I) 
arrived  at  Los  Angeles  International  Air¬ 
port -where  I  had  not  been  for  several 
years.  Within  an  hour  we  were  taken  by 
car  to  the  new  Collectors  Universe  build¬ 
ing,  where  Andrew  and  I  were  given  an 
impromptu  tour.  As  the  third  largest  stock¬ 
holder  of  CLCT  (after  David  Hall  and  Van 
Simmons),  I  of  course  kept  a  "business 
eye"  open  for  such  things  as  efficiency,  etc. 
(not  that  all  needs  to  be  related  to  business 
and  shareholder  equity).  It  was  Saturday, 
and  most  employees  were  off  for  the  week¬ 
end.  1  did  say  "hi"  to  Pat  Patel  and  Mark 
Bailey,  of  accounting  and  computer  spe¬ 


cialties,  who  were  on  hand  — working  on 
various  things. 

I  was  quite  impressed  with  the  facili¬ 
ties,  which  included  secured  areas  for  the 


grading  and  storage  of  coins,  sports  cards, 
and  rare  stamps.  "Turnaround  time,"  or 
the  length  of  time  the  lowest-rate  item  sub¬ 
mitted  for  grading  takes  to  be  processes,  is 
an  indication  of  efficiency.  While  turn¬ 
around  time  for  rare  coins  seem  to  be  satis¬ 
factory,  Mike  Sherman  posted  various 
charts  around  the  grading  area  indicating 
that  such  time  for  sports  cards  needs  to  be 
reduced  — and  has  been  reduced  consider¬ 
ably  in  recent  months.  During  my  visit 
there  was  a  second  or  weekend  shift  of 
card  graders  busy  in  a  special  room  or 
laboratory.  The  coin  grading  facilities  were 
closed,  as  many  of  the  PCGS  staffers  were 
still  at  the  FUN  Convention,  while  others 
were  off  for  the  weekend. 

As  the  premises  were  new,  there  were 
many  boxes  yet  to  be  unpacked  and  pic¬ 
tures  awaiting  hanging. 

With  the  Hall  Family 

We  then  hopped  in  David  Hall's  Jeep 
Cherokee  and  drove  to  his  house,  where 
Andrew  and  I  were  to  be  guests  of  David, 
Denise,  and  their  two  children  (Brett  and 
Antoinette)  for  two  days.  That  evening  we 
were  treated  to  a  fine  dinner  (swordfish 
being  the  entree)  with  the  Hall  family  as 
well  as  Denise's  mom,  Jeannine,  and 
Jeannine's  companion,  well-known  miner¬ 
alogist  Dr.  Gerald  Clark. 


Alice  Ensor,  secretan \  to  David  Hall,  and  visitor  (and 
stockholder)  Andrew  Bowers  in  a  hallway  at  the  nrw 
headquarters  of  Collectors  Universe  in  California.  In  her 
spare  time  Alice  enjoys  acting  on  stage,  and  recently  she 
was  named  Actress  of  the  Year  in  Orange  County. 


While  more  could  be  said  about  this,  I 
could  not  help  reinforcing  my  philosophy 
that  a  "complete"  numismatist  does  not 
focus  only  upon  rare  coins  (or  currency,  or 
tokens,  etc.),  but  also  has  a  wide  diversity 
of  other  interests.  So  it  is  with  David  Hall, 
who  enjoys  Mucha  posters  from  the  Art 
Nouveau  era  (which,  with  Mucha,  had  its 
golden  years  in  the  decade  beginning 
about  1895),  has  some  interesting  art  pot¬ 
tery,  is  proud  of  his  collection  of  rock  and 
roll  and  other  records  (Little  Richard,  of 
rock  and  roll  fame,  played  at  David  and 
Denise's  wedding  a  few  years  back).  Dur¬ 
ing  our  dinner  conversation  we  talked 
about  minerals,  no  exotic  specimens  of 
which  the  Hall  family  had  at  the  time. 

Later,  we  watched  a  DVD  presentation 
of  Titanic  (which  has  two  numismatic  tid¬ 
bits— a  Barber  dime  — held  by  Rose,  the  ro¬ 
mantic  lead  — and  a  fistful  of  currency). 
Wonder  if  any  Barber  dimes— or  other  U.S. 
coins  — remain  aboard  the  real  Titanic? 

The  next  day  we  brunched  (correct 
verb?)  at  Dave's  country  club.  In  the  after¬ 
noon,  Denise  and  Andrew  went  mall-hop¬ 
ping,  with  Andrew  being  allowed  to  drive 
Denise's  Mercedes  "S"  sedan,  complete 
with  all  sorts  of  electronic  stuff  in  the  dash¬ 
board— Andrew  was  thrilled.  Dave  Hall 
and  I  went  to  visit  Gerald  Clark  and  check 
some  of  his  mineral  specimens,  which  he 
was  gathering  together  preparatory  to  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Gem  and  Mineral  Show  in  Tuc¬ 
son  in  early  February,  where  each  year  he 
has  a  sales  display  in  the  main  auditorium 
(one  of  just  a  few  dozen  dealers  with  this 
cachet,  as  there  is  limited  space,  and  most 
others  set  up  in  various  hotels  around  the 
city). 

I  bought  two  California  native  gold 
specimens,  one  from  the  16-to-l  Mine  and 
the  other  from  the  Eagle's  Nest  Mine,  both 
of  the  quartz-matrix  type  (crystalline, 
rather  than  the  rounded  or  placer  "nugget" 
form),  and  two  slices  of  watermelon  tour¬ 
maline,  the  last  from  the  Mica  Mine  at 
South  Paris,  Maine  (in  the  neighborhood 
where  famous  old-time  dealer  W.  Elliot 
Woodward  spent  his  childhood).  These  are 
to  be  made  into  earrings  for  my  wife, 
Christie. 

Later,  we  drove  to  Laguna  Beach, 
where  we  spent  an  enjoyable  hour  at  the 
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beautiful  kristalle  showroom  of  crystals 
and  mineral  specimens  operated  by  Wayne 
and  Dona  Leicht,  on  Pacific  Coast  High¬ 
way.  Although  1  had  seen  Wayne  and  Dona 
at  various  mineral  shows,  and  while 
Wavne  once  visited  me  in  New  Hampshire 
(in  company  with  his  friend,  Bill  Metropo¬ 
lis,  curator  with  Dr.  Carl  Francis  of  the 
Harvard  Mineralogical  Museum),  I  had 
never  seen  their  Kristalle  store.  What  a 
treat  to  visit! 

David  Hall's  eye  fell  upon  an  especially 
nice  Brazilian  amethyst  geode  section  on  a 
display  stand,  and  he  made  some  nice 
comments  about  it.  I  went  around  to  the 
back  side  of  the  geode  (it  is  rather  large) 
and  peeled  off  the  price  tag,  which  Dave 
had  not  seen  — and  made  a  "deal"  with 
Dona  Leicht,  with  the  end  result  that  the 
Hall  residence  now  has  a  nice  mineral 
specimen  among  its  decorations.  (Wayne 
Leicht  was  out  of  town  during  our  visit.) 
Over  the  years  I've  bought  quite  a  few 
things  from  Kristalle,  a  firm  of  interna¬ 
tional  reputation  — which,  in  my  experi¬ 
ence,  delivers  a  full  dollar  in  value  for  ev¬ 
ery  dollar  I've  spent,  while  at  the  same 
time  assuring  me  of  quality  ("problems" 
with  specimens  are  even  more  endemic  in 
the  rocks  and  minerals  trade  than  in  nu¬ 
mismatics— if  you  can  imagine  that!  — 
And,  it  really  pays  to  buy  from  a  dealer  of 
unquestioned  repu¬ 
tation,  even  though 
such  a  dealer  may 
not  have  any  "great 
bargains"  for  sale). 

Dona  asked 
about  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies  involvement 
with  the  S.S.  Central 
America  "Ship  of 
Gold"  project  and 
expressed  interest 
in  buying  a  gold  in¬ 
got— which,  at  that 
time,  were  not  quite 
ready  to  be  offered  for  general  sale.  She 
had  read  several  books  about  the  ship,  had 
seen  a  television  program  or  two,  and  was 
very  enthusiastic.  Of  course,  I  was  equally 
enthusiastic  as  — commercial  implications 
aside  — I  consider  the  association  with  the 


discoverers  and  marketers  of  the  treasure 
to  be  a  highlight  of  my  commercial  career. 

That  evening  Denise  and  Andrew 
caught  up  with  us,  and  we  had  dinner  at 
the  Aegean  Restaurant  in  Laguna  Beach, 
where  we  were  joined  by  two  Collectors 
Universe  board  members,  Ben  Frydman 
and  Gary  Patten.  Gary,  who  occupies  the 
president's  chair  at  Collectors  Universe, 
was  accompanied  by  his  wife  Robin.  Van 
Simmons  and  his  wife  Diane  rounded  out 
the  group.  I  enjoyed  rack  of  lamb  prepared 
Greek  style  — delicious!  As  you  know  if 
you've  ever  traveled  in  Greece,  lamb  is  a 
national  specialty. 

At  Collectors  Universe  and  PCGS 

On  Monday  morning,  January  8,  An¬ 
drew  and  I  bid  farewell  to  Denise,  Brett, 
and  Antoinette  Hall,  and  drove  with  David 
to  Collectors  Universe  headquarters.  There 
we  spent  the  day,  punctuated  with  a  nice 
lunch  at  Scott's,  where  Gary  Patten,  David 
Hall,  Andrew,  and  I  were  joined  by  Ben 
Frydman  and  Roger  Johnson.  Roger,  a 
member  of  the  Collectors  Universe  board, 
had  just  returned  from  the  White  House, 
where  he  was  a  special  guest  of  Hillary 
Clinton  in  a  farewell  party  for  husband  Bill 
(of  presidential  fame).  Roger,  who  is  in¬ 
volved  in  quite  a  few  philanthropic  and 
other  enterprises  (I  was  fascinated  with  his 
comments  about  do¬ 
ing  business  in  Asia), 
is  a  man  of  many  ac¬ 
complishments  —  and 
the  Collectors  Uni¬ 
verse  board  is  lucky 
to  have  him. 

Actually,  in  my 
own  hardly  unbiased 
opinion,  I  think  the 
entire  board  is  of  fan¬ 
tastic  makeup.  Now, 
all  we  have  to  do  is 
position  ourselves  so 
that  all  of  the  stock¬ 
holders  will  be  smil¬ 
ing  whenever  they  check  the  share  price. 
Collectors  Universe,  which  in  my  opinion, 
is  a  "real"  business  with  proven  earnings  — 
rather  than  a  "concept"  — is  a  part  of  the 
NASDAQ  milieu,  which  has  taken  a  lot  of 
hits  lately.  My  own  view  is  that  quite  a  few 


David  Hall  at  the  computer  in  his  new  office  - 
with  walls  not  yet  decorated  -  with  Alice  Ensor 
looking  on.  Dave  seems  to  be  addicted  to  reading 
e-mail  and  watching  the  Internet  -  as  evidenced 
by  his  frequent  comments  on  e-commerce 
matters. 
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"dot.com"  and  "e-commerce"  businesses 
that  have  concepts  but  not  track  records 
will  go  under  and,  eventually,  new  IPO 
businesses  with  proven  earnings  and  busi¬ 
ness  strategy  will  emerge  as  being  quite 
okay.  Of  course.  Collectors  Universe  has 
the  challenge  of  maintaining  and,  hope¬ 
fully,  increasing  earnings  to  make  this  hap¬ 
pen  for  CLCT.  Time  will  tell  what  happens. 

During  the  day  at  the  Collectors  Uni¬ 
verse  office  I  visited  with  many  of  the  em¬ 
ployees  I  had  not  met  before.  I  also 
camped  for  a  time  in  the  book-laden  and 
memorabilia-strewn  coin  office  of  John 
Rothans  and  Van  Simmons,  who  signed  on 
as  part  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  team  last 
year.  Meg  Reilly,  who  helps  them  with 
many  things,  was  also  on  hand,  and  it  was 
a  pleasure  to  make  her  acquaintance.  Ditto 
for  Cassi  East,  who  is  front  row  center  in 
our  Kingswood  mail  bid  and  Internet  sales. 
Now,  we  have  to  plan  to  have  Meg  and 
Cassi  come  to  visit  our  home  office  here  in 
New  Hampshire  so  they  can  see  what  we 
do  and  get  some  ideas. 

Both  John  and  Van  are  past  masters  in 
the  coin  trade  and  have  a  wide  following. 
Van  is  a  collector  of  all  sorts  of  things— and 
I  could  quite  understand  why  in  his  office, 
which  he  is  now  moving  into,  he  has  1,001 
books,  an  elk  head,  an  antique  Hawaiian 
surfboard  (very  valuable  and  rare,  Van 
says),  posters,  and  other  such  stuff.  I  sup¬ 
pose  buying  these  things  keeps  him  from 
competing  with  his  (our)  clients  when  he 
gets  a  rare  Proof  1879  $4  Stella  or  a  gem 
1893-S  silver  dollar.  Of  course,  most  coin 
dealers  "collect"  these  rare  coins  as  they 
pass  through  their  hands.  Although  I  have 
never  owned  an  1804  dollar  personally,  I 
"own"  quite  a  few  memories  about  the 
handling  of  them! 

In  the  afternoon,  Van  Simmons,  An¬ 
drew,  and  I  drove  to  Corona  to  visit  Odys¬ 
sey,  a  branch  of  Collectors  Universe  oper¬ 
ated  by  Bill  Miller  and  Darryl  Talbert.  In¬ 
terestingly,  Bill  is  a  former  mayor  of  Co¬ 
rona  (which  has  over  100,000  population) 
and  Darryl  is  incoming  mayor.  If  I  am  driv¬ 
ing  through  Corona  in  the  future  and  get  a 
speeding  ticket,  I  will  know  whom  to  call 
(just  kidding,  Darryl!).  Odyssey  publishes 
magazines  for  autograph  and  modern 
memorabilia  collectors  and  also  deals  in 
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autographs.  Van  and  I  bought  a  nice  auto¬ 
graph  letter  relating  to  numismatics  and 
will  add  it  to  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  stock  (how  will  Collectors  Universe 
corporate  accounting  handle  this?). 

Visiting  with  Dwight  Manley 

All  too  soon  the  afternoon  was  over, 
and  Frances  of  the  Collectors  Universe  staff 
drove  Andrew  and  me  to  the  Four  Seasons 
Hotel  in  Newport  Beach  — a  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  Dwight  Manley  — where  we  spent 
the  next  two  nights.  The  Four  Seasons  is  a 
beautiful  place  and  is  across  the  street  from 
Fashion  Island,  the  well-known  Southern 
California  shopping  center. 

Andrew  and  I  spent  the  next  morning, 
Tuesday,  with  Dwight  Manley,  who  is  the 
organizing  person  and  CEO  of  the  Califor¬ 
nia  Gold  Marketing  Group.  While 
Dwight's  credentials  as  a  numismatist  are 
well  known,  he  is  also  prominent  in  the 
field  of  sports  management.  Among  his  cli¬ 
ents  is  Karl  Malone  of  the  Utah  Jazz.  His 
office  suite  is  lined  with  photographs  and 
stories  from  national  publications.  It  seems 
that  Dwight,  who  developed  a  lot  of  busi¬ 
ness  savvy  from  being  a  rare  coin  dealer, 
has  been  a  godsend  to  his  athlete  clients 
who  have  made  a  lot  of  money,  and  who 
have  lots  of  investment  deals  offered  to 
them,  but  need  someone  with  their  best  fi¬ 
nancial  interests  at  heart.  The  displayed 
articles,  ranging  from  Sports  Illustrated  to 
USA  Today  to  Forbes,  plus  many  others, 
showcase  Dwight's  business  talents. 

Also,  Dwight  is  a  "nice  guy,"  a  kid  at 
heart  — which,  of  course,  is  essential  to  en¬ 
joying  coins  and  anything  else.  I  enjoyed 
meeting  his  two  staffers  and  right-hand 
helpers,  Vickie  and  Sylvia,  who  seemed  to 
be  as  enthusiastic  as  Dwight  about  their 
business. 

Surrounded  by  Gold  Ingots! 

Dwight  drove  Andrew  and  me  to  the 
special  security  vault  where  the  S.S.  Central 
America  gold  ingots  are  stored.  On  hand 
was  Bob  Evans,  one  of  the  discoverers  of  the 
treasure,  who  was  continuing  to  conserve 
the  various  items  found  — by  carefully  re¬ 
moving  encrustations,  revealing  gold  ingots 
that  for  the  most  part  are  as  bright  and 
beautiful  as  they  day  they  were  made. 


The  ingots  had  not  been  offered  for 
general  sale  yet,  and  were  laid  on  velvet  on 
metal  shelves.  I  must  have  taken  several 
dozen  photographs  of  them.  I  had  never 
seen  all  of  the  ingots  together  in  one  place 
before,  and  was  told  that  this  would  be  the 
last  opportunity— for  once  they  are  offered 
for  general  sale,  they  will  become  widely 
scattered.  I  bought  several  for  myself,  and 
if  I  were  a  multi-zillionaire  I  would  have 
bought  all  of  them.  Actually,  I  probably 
would  not  be  allowed  to  buy  them  all,  as 
Dwight  wants  to  spread  them  around.  I 
would  have  bought  one  of  the  large 
"bricks"  for  several  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  —but,  for  the  time  being,  this  is  out  of 
my  price  range.  Perhaps  if  CLCT  stock 
zooms  up  (no  prediction  here;  as  a  Board 
member  I  am  not  allowed  to  predict)  I  will 
track  down  one  in  the  aftermarket! 

The  ingots  are  from  five  different 
assayers.  Of  the  over  500  found,  most  bear 


the  imprint  of  Kellogg  &  Humbert,  San 
Francisco.  This  is  a  blessing  from  heaven, 
marketing-wise,  for  Kellogg  and  Humbert 
were  also  known  as  coiners  and  are  two  of 
the  most  famous  names  from  the  Gold 
Rush.  In  contrast,  the  assayers  who  made 
the  other  ingots  are  not  well  known  except 
to  historians  and  numismatists.  The  other 
bars  bear  imprints  from  Henry  Hentsch 
(San  Francisco;  he  was  a  colorful  entrepre¬ 
neur  in  the  city  in  addition  to  being  an 
assayer;  indeed,  in  1857,  when  the  ingots 
were  made,  his  assay  business  was  prob¬ 
ably  secondary  to  other  things  he  did), 
Justh  &  Hunter  (San  Francisco  and 
Marysville),  Blake  &  Co.  (Sacramento),  and 
Harris  &  Marchand  (Sacramento  and 
Marysville). 

Bob  Evans  is  simultaneously  a  brilliant 
research  scientist  (he  did  many  of  the 
mathematical  calculations  which  led  to  the 
discovery  of  the  S.S.  Central  America,  lost  in 


the  far  reaches  of  the  Atlantic  since  its  sink¬ 
ing  on  September  12,  1857)  and  a  highly 
accomplished  numismatist  (his  study  of 
die  varieties  of  double  eagles  was  featured 
last  year  in  The  Numismatist). 


.  ‘ 


Dwight  Manley  at  his  desk,  tending  to 
California  Gold  Marketing  Group  perhaps 
inspired  by  the  little  gold  bar  nearby.  It  seems 
that  S.S.  Central  America  gold  ingots  make 
spectacular  desk  ornaments  (although  they  need 
to  be  watched  carefully!).  During  recent  trips  to 
here  and  there  we've  seen  ingots  on  the  desks  of 
K.R.  and  C.K.,  to  mention  just  two  such 
observations.  (Your  editor's  desk  is  too  cluttered 
with  books  and  papers  to  have  a  space  for  such  a 


In  the  vault  filled  with  gold  ingots  Bob  Evans, 
Dave  Bowers,  and  Dwight  Manley  hold  a  hefty 
gold  bar  imprinted  by  Justh  &  Hunter. 


Over  a  dozen  gold  bars  with 
the  imprint  of  Harris, 
Marchand  &  Co.,  an  assayer 
with  offices  in  1 857  in 
Sacramento  and  Marysville  as 
seen  on  a  shelf  in  the  vault. 
Each  ingot  bears  stamps 
bearing  the  company’s  name, 
the  weight  in  ounces,  fineness 
in  thousands,  the  serial 
number,  and  the  value  in 
dollars.  In  addition,  ingots  of 
this  assayer  have  a  coin-like 
counterstamp  on  the  face. 
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In  addition  to  conserving  the  ingots 
Evans  is  studying  their  peculiarities  — in¬ 
cluding  metallic  composition,  styles  of  dif¬ 
ferent  letter  and  numeral  punches,  and  the 
characteristics  of  the  molds  in  which  the 
ingots  were  made  prior  to  their  being  as- 
saved  and  imprinted.  Along  the  way  he 
has  discovered  many  technical  details  that 
will  be  of  permanent  value  in  the  study  of 
western  gold  ingots.  The  study  of  so  many 
Gold  Rush  ingots  at  one  time  in  one  place 
has  no  counterpart  in  the  history  of  numis¬ 
matics. 

Among  the  S.S.  Central  America  ingots  it 
has  been  found  that  in  the  instances  in 
which  a  firm  had  two  offices  (Justh  & 
Hunter  with  offices  in  San  Francisco  and 
Marysville;  and  Harris  &  Marchand  with 
offices  in  Sacramento  and  Marysville),  each 
used  different  sets  of  letter  and  number 
punches  — with  technical  differences  that 
enable  their  attribution.  Harris  & 
Marchand  included  among  its  stamps  a 
circular  coin-like  die  imprint  featuring  an 
all-seeing  eye  at  the  center,  with  each  of  the 
two  stamps  being  quite  different  in  lay¬ 
out— sort  of  like  studying  two  die  varieties 
of  a  colonial  coin,  as  the  dies  were  hand¬ 
made. 

Bob  was  making  preparations  to  pack 
some  of  the  ingots  to  be  shipped  by  Brink's 
to  San  Francisco  for  a  special  exhibit  — 
about  which  more  will  be  said.  We  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Newport  Beach.  Along  the  way 
we  stopped  at  a  boutique,  and  1  purchased 
some  Oakley  wristwatches  — one  for  me, 
one  for  Andrew,  and  the  third  for  another 
son,  Lee,  who  was  in  Southern  California 
for  his  own  business  at  the  time  and  who 
expected  to  join  us  later.  In  reading  some  of 
the  Oakley  promotional  literature  — which 
1  had  not  seen  before  — 1  was  taken  with 
the  excitement  conveyed  in  print  about 
Oakley  products,  which,  for  the  sports  per¬ 
son,  are  probably  as  interesting  to  own  as  a 
Central  America  gold  coin  or  ingot  might  be 
for  a  numismatist  (no,  I  don't  own  any 
Oakley  stock  — nor  is  the  previously  men¬ 
tioned  Kristalle  paying  me  a  commission  — 
but  I  do  recognize  quality  when  I  see  it).  I 
guess  that  a  marketing  person  would  say 
that  Oakley  has  superb  "brand  identifica¬ 
tion." 

Denise  Hall  came  by  and  picked  up 


A  king's  ransom  in  gold  ingots,  each  stamped  with  the 
hallmark,  “  KELLOGG /&/ HUMBERT/ ASSAYERS." 
Gold  bars  from  this  assayer  were  the  most  plentiful  in  the 
S.S.  Central  America  treasure,  a  perhaps  fortunate 
situation  from  a  marketing  viewpoint,  as  the  Kellogg  and 
Humbert  names  are  among  the  most  famous  in  the 
monetary  history  of  the  California  Gold  Rush.  Sometimes 
one  can  lose  perspective  when  considering  the  Central 
America  gold.  If,  20  years  ago,  a  single  large  Kellogg  & 
Humbert  gold  bar  had  been  found  and  displayed,  it  would 
have  been  such  a  drawing  card  that  thousands  would  have 
traveled  to  see  it! 


Andrew.  She  was  a  "bachelorette"  at  the 
time,  as  David  Hall  and  Gary  Patten  had 
gone  to  New  York  City  to  attend  a  stock 
market  seminar  hosted  by  Needham  & 
Co.,  underwriters  of  Collectors  Universe 
securities.  Denise  and  Andrew  visited  a 
few  beaches  (I  heard  something  about  go¬ 
ing  on  a  ferryboat  to  some  obscure  penin¬ 
sula  near  Balboa  Island)  while  I  occupied  a 
desk  in  Dwight's  office  — where  I  caught 
up  with  a  week's  worth  of  notes,  some  ed¬ 
iting,  calls  back  to  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries,  etc.  Lunch  was  a  take-out  order  of 
Caesar  salad  (I  mention  this,  as  while  I  like 
nice  restaurants,  I 
can  also  enjoy  a 
salad  or  peanut  but¬ 
ter  sandwich). 

That  evening, 

Dwight  Manley,  his 
wife  Sahar,  and  their 
daughter  Victoria 
were  on  one  side  of 
a  table  at  Bandero's 
Restaurant  in  New¬ 
port  Beach  while 
Denise,  Andrew, 
and  I  were  on  the 
other.  A  nice  time 
was  had  by  all. 


Visiting  Santa 
Barbara 

Early  the  next 
morning  Andrew 
and  I  said  good-bye 
to  Newport  Beach  and  headed 
north  along  the  coast  to  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara,  where  we  were  the  guests  of 
Ron  Gillio.  Ron,  a  long-time  ac¬ 
quaintance,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  figures  in  American 
numismatics  — and,  among  other 
things,  runs  the  Long  Beach  Coin 
&  Collectibles  Expo,  conducts 
auctions  in  Hong  Kong,  and  has  a 
coin  store  on  State  Street  in  Santa 
Barbara.  I  almost  forgot  to  men¬ 
tion  that  he  and  Bob  johnson  are 
the  numismatic  experts  for 
Butterfield  &  Butterfield,  the 
"bricks  and  mortar"  auction  arm 
of  eBay  (I  presume  all  my  readers 
know  what  eBay  is). 


Bob  Evans,  Andrew  Bowers,  and 
Dwight  Manley  in  the  special  vault 
constructed  for  the  California  Gold 
Marketing  Group.  Arranged  on  velvet 
on  shelves  were  hundreds  of  ingots 
being  stored  while  they  were  being 
studied  and  classified,  preparatory  to 
being  offered  fc 


While  rare  coin  dealers  sometimes  en¬ 
gage  in  gossip  and  sometimes  say  nasty 
things  about  their  competitors,  such  stuff  is 
not  in  the  personality  makeup  of  Gillio.  If 
an  election  were  held  for  a  real  Mr.  Nice 
Guy  in  numismatics,  Ron  would  be  a  shoo- 
in  finalist. 

Similar  to  David  Hall  and  Van 
Simmons,  Ron  is  a  born  collector.  Prints, 
paintings,  medals,  posters,  lamps  — you 
name  it,  and  Ron  probably  collects  it!  Next 
door  to  his  coin  store  is  an  antique  and  art 
gallery  which  he  maintains.  While  brows¬ 
ing  through  that  place,  Ron  said,  "Here's 
something  you  might 
want."  In  about  23  seconds  I 
was  the  proud  owner  of  an 
ornate  1856  certificate  issued 
to  one  of  the  title  partners  of 
Page,  Bacon  &  Co.,  Gold 
Rush  bankers  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  attesting  to  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Vigilance 
Committee. 

After  that  it  was  a  quick 
lunch  at  Chase's  — an  old- 
time  restaurant  near  Ron's 
office  — where  we  were 
joined  by  Pia  Oliver,  whom  1 
had  never  met,  but  had 
dealt  with  in  the  purchase  of 
books  and  western  Ameri¬ 
cana  through  the  company 
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with  which  she 
is  affiliated, 

Randall  House 
Books,  also  in 
Santa  Barbara. 

After  another 
stop  we  were 
driven  to  the  air¬ 
port  by  Ron's 
wife  Emi,  and 
checked  in  for 
the  United  flight 
to  San  Francisco. 

Fortune  did  not  deal  a  winning  hand  to  us, 
and  just  about  that  time  Santa  Barbara  was 
hit  by  a  fierce  windstorm  and  rain  —  the  first 
rain  in  72  days  and  thus  welcome,  but 
which  resulted  in  the  cancellation  of  our 
flight.  We  rented  a  Ford  Expedition  utility 
vehicle  with  four-wheel  drive,  for  the  free¬ 
ways  can  be  slippery  after  a  fresh  rain. 
Soon,  we  were  on  our  way  up  Route  101  to 
San  Francisco,  stopping  for  a  quick  snack- 
style  dinner  — hamburgers  and  French 
fries  —  at  the  Madonna  Inn  in  the  town  of 
San  Luis  Obispo.  Along  the  way  we 
swapped  coin  stories  and  anecdotes  — al¬ 
ways  fun  to  do. 

San  Francisco 

Around  9  o'clock  on  Wednesday  night 
we  arrived  at  the  San  Francisco  Airport, 
checked  in  our  rental  car,  and  took  a  taxi  to 
the  Huntington  Hotel  on  Nob  Hill,  named 
after  Henry  Huntington  — one  of  the  “Big 
Four,"  so  called  — railroad  moguls  from  the 
19th  century  (the  others  being  Messrs. 
Stanford,  Hopkins,  and  Crocker).  I  asked 
Ron  Gillio  if  he  had  ever  read  Frank 
Norris'  novel,  The  Octopus,  but  he  had  not. 
The  four  moguls  all  became  "proper  high 
society"  figures  through  their  later  chari¬ 
table  activities,  including  Stanford  Univer¬ 
sity  (properly,  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.  Univer¬ 
sity,  for  it  was  named  for  Stanford's  only 
son),  the  magnificent  Huntington  Library 
(in  San  Marino),  etc.  Leland  Stanford  got 
his  business  start  as  the  operator  of  a  mer¬ 
cantile  house  in  Sacramento,  not  far  from 
the  State  Assay  Office  opera-ted  under  the 
aegis  of  Fre-derick  D.  Koh-ler  in  1850,  and 
was  probably  a  pal  of  Darius  Ogden  Mills 
(Gold  Rush  banker  whose  business  later  is¬ 
sued  National  Gold  Bank  notes;  his  sister 
Adeline  was  a  passenger  on  the  S.S.  Central 


by  the  public  generations  ago  were  saved 
by  some  far-sighted  bank  employees.  The 
result  is  a  mind-boggling  layout  which  in¬ 
cludes  two  "Grand  Watermelon"  notes— the 
$1,000  Coin  Notes  of  1890  with  the  three  0's 
on  the  green-printed  reverse  looking  like 
watermelons.  Not  that  long  ago  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector,  one  of  these  notes  was  sold  by 
Lvn  Knight  (whose  firm  is  a  division  of  Col¬ 
lectors  Universe)  for  more 
than  a  million  dollars!  I  had 
not  known  that  such  a  dis¬ 
play  existed. 

The  next  stop  was  the 
Bank  of  California.  One 
flight  down  marble  stairs  we 
were  greeted  by  a  special 
room  devoted  to  Gold  Rush 
history.  The  display  had  been 
arranged  decades  ago  by 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  and  was  es¬ 
sentially  unchanged  since 
that  time.  Many  numismatic 
treasures  greeted  our  eyes— 
including  1849  $5  and  $10 
gold  coins  of  Oregon  Terri¬ 
tory,  a  lettered-edge  1851  $50  "slug"  of 
Augustus  Humbert,  quite  a  few  U.S.  Assav 
Office  and  Moffat  coins,  a  $50  of  Wass, 
Molitor  &  Co.,  an  1850  aldermen's  gold 
medal,  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  commemora¬ 
tive  coins  of  more  recent  date,  and  much  else. 

Special  cases  were  devoted  to  Gold 
Rush  era  transportation,  personalities  (the 
aforementioned  Darius  Ogden  Mills  had 
his  own  display),  banks,  the  Broderick- 
Terry  duel  (complete  with  the  original  pis¬ 
tols),  the  1856  Committee  of  Vigilance,  and 
more.  The  three  of  us  — Ron  Gillio,  An 


Veteran  San  Francisco  dealer  Bob 
Johnson  at  his  desk  with  Ron  Gillio  and 
Dave  Bowers  behind.  We  had  a  great 
visit  with  Bob  at  his  downtown  office 
and  talked  of  the  coin  trade,  the  Gold 
Rush,  and  other  things.  Bob  has  been 
important  regionally  as  well  as 
nationally  ever  since  he  entered  the  rare 
business  in  the  late  1940s.  During  the 
exciting  distribution  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars  In/  the  San  Francisco  Mint  from 
their  reserve  stocks  in  the  1950s,  Bob 
was  on  hand  and  purchased  countless 
thousands  of  items  -  which,  if  he  had 
kept,  would  be  worth  a  fortune  today! 


Andrew  Bowers  in  front  a 
part  of  the  money  and 
economics  exhibit  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Bank  of  San 
Francisco.  This  was  a 
major  "find"  on  the  trip  - 
and  although  it  is  very 
prominent  in  the  city,  we 
had  not  heard  of  it  before! 


* 


I- 


Dave  Bowers  and  Ron  Gillio  at  the  entrance  to 
the  currency  exhibit  at  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank.  Photography  of  the  rare  notes  was  not 
allowed  -  otherwise  we  could  have  pictured  two 
Series  of  1890  $1,000  "Watermelon"  notes! 


America,  etc.  — 
isn't  it  interest¬ 
ing  how  many 
historical 
things  tie  to¬ 
gether?  But 
digress....) 

The  Hun¬ 
tington  Ho¬ 
tel— a  Ron 
Gillio  favor¬ 
ite-reminded 
me  of  the  kind 
of  accommodation  one  might  find  in 
Switzerland  — a  comfy,  private  sort  of 
place  with  emphasis  on  personal  service. 
Ron  paid  with  his  American  Express 
Platinum  Card,  which  entitled  him  to 
certain  privileges  and  which,  he  said, 
was  worth  much  more  than  its  subscrip¬ 
tion  price  — we  should  get  one,  etc.  (We 
did.) 

Early  the  next  morning  we  took  a  taxi  to 
the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  San  Francisco 
and  viewed  the  truly  magnificent  display  of 
currency  there.  Apparently,  notes  redeemed 
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drew,  and  I -lingered  for  the  best  part  of 
an  hour. 

The  next  stop  was  at  the  fifth  floor  of¬ 
fice  suite  of  Robert  Johnson,  downtown  in 
a  facility  overlooking  the  historic  Wells 
Fargo  Bank.  Bob's  private  office  is  at  the 
apex  of  the  San  Francisco  equivalent  of 
New  York  City's  Flatiron  Building— with  a 
panoramic  view  around  2/3rds  of  the  wall. 
Bob  is  another  of  the  great  figures  in  the 
rare  coin  business.  I've  known  him  ever 
since  I  was  a  teenage  coin  dealer  in  the 
1950s  and  have  interfaced  with  him  on 
many  occasions.  A  special  section  of  his 
reminiscences  is  part  of  my  book.  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States: 
A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

1  looked  through  an  interesting  collec¬ 
tion  that  Bob  had  from  a  client  and  was 
"figuring."  When  he  quotes  a  price,  if  I  buy 
it  there  will  be  a  few  "special"  items  in  one 
of  our  future  catalogues. 

A  Taste  of  Hangtown  Fry 

Then  it  was  off  with  Bob,  Ron,  and  An¬ 
drew  to  Sam's  Restaurant,  an  old-style 
place  founded  heaven  knows  when,  which 
featured  private  cubicles  for  dining.  There 
we  were  joined  by  Bob  Chandler,  curator 
of  the  Wells  Fargo  History  Museum.  In 
keeping  with  true  Gold  Rush  tradition,  Ron 
and  I  ordered  the  "Hangtown  fry"  for 
lunch.  This  particular  concoction  consists 


Lunch  at  Sam's  Restaurant,  an  old-time  eatery  in 
San  Francisco.  The  table  was  set  in  a  private 
compartment  -  as  are  many  of  the  other  tables  -  an 
interesting  touch  reminiscent  of  yesteryear  in  the 
city  when  many  restaurants  had  such  facilities.  On 
the  menu  was  Hangtown  fry,  a  Cold  Rush  era 
delicacy.  One  can  imaging  paying  for  such  a  lunch 
with  a  $50  gold  slug  nearly  1 50  years  ago! 


of  an  egg  omelet  with  oysters,  bacon,  and 
seasoning  added  — and  in  1848  and  1849  in 
Hangtown  (now  called  Placerville)  this 
was  a  luxury  dish 
for  miners. 

The  next  place 
of  call  was  with 
Bob  Chandler, 
w'ho  gave  us  a  de¬ 
luxe  tour  of  his 
museum.  1  had 
never  met  Bob  be¬ 
fore,  although  he 
had  contributed 
to  several  of  my 
research  projects 
including  the 
American  Coin 
Treasures  and 
Hoards  book  and 
my  forthcoming  A 
California  Gold 
Rush  History  Fea¬ 
turing  Treasure 
from  the  S.S.  Cen¬ 
tral  America. 

The  Wells 
Fargo  Museum 
has  a  selection  of 
gold  coins  (in¬ 
cluding  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  I 
consider  to  be  the 
paradigm  Gold 
Rush  issue,  the 
lettered-edge 
Augustus 
Humbert  $50 
slug— not  a  super  rarity,  but  incredibly  his¬ 
torical),  financial  memorabilia,  stamped 
envelopes,  and  "Wild  West"  stuff,  not  to 
overlook  a  nifty  Concord  coach  from  the 
good  old  days  as  well  as  a  reproduction 
coach  which  can  be  entered  and  "experi¬ 
enced."  Rather  cramped,  a  bit  bouncy,  but 
interesting! 

After  enjoying  the  exhibits  we  went  to 
Bob's  office,  where  1  marveled  at  his  re¬ 
search  library.  He  thought  of  a  few  titles  1 
should  try  to  find,  and  to  help  me  he  made 
Xerox  copies  of  their  title  pages.  Bob 
would  like  to  have  an  S.S.  Central  America 
gold  ingot  for  his  museum,  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  be  "in  the  budget."  As  Wells  Fargo 


is  a  real  bank,  not  a  non-profit  institution, 
they  cannot  expect  someone  to  buy  and 
donate  one.  Perhaps  the  bank's  board  of 

directors  might 
realize  that  if 
they  pony  up  the 
several  tens  of 
thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  it  costs  to 
buy  a  nice  gold 
ingot,  it  would 
make  a  great  dis¬ 
play -and,  if 
they  ever  decide 
to  deaccession  it, 
chances  are  good 
they  can  get  most 
of  their  money 
back,  or  all  of  it, 
or  even  make  a 
profit.  In  the 
past,  just  about 
any  numismatic 
item  with  a  Gold 
Rush  connection 
has  done  well  as 
a  store  of  value 
and  investment. 

Meeting 
"Pocahontas" 
The  afternoon 
was  coming  to  a 
conclusion  all  too 
quickly.  Our  last 
stop  on  Ron 
Gillio's  tour  of 
tours  was  to  visit 
Greg  Martin  and  his  wife  Petra.  Greg  is  the 
firearms  expert  for  Butterfield  & 
Butterfield  and,  as  I  was  soon  to  learn  (for  I 
know  virtually  nothing  about  antique  fire¬ 
arms  and  related  items),  is  a  world-renown 
figure  in  that  specialty. 

We  were  welcomed  cordially  to  an  in¬ 
ner  sanctum  that,  in  a  word,  was  bedaz¬ 
zling.  Greg  and  Petra  love  Gold  Rush  and 
western  items,  and  during  a  recent  exhibi¬ 
tion  mounted  by  the  Oakland  California 
Museum  provided  many  of  the  key  exhib¬ 
its.  As  a  guest  of  the  Martins  1  will  not  re¬ 
cite  in  detail  what  I  saw  (I  might  if  they 
had  a  public  museum),  but  I  must  mention 
that  quite  a  few  things  were  one-of-a-kind. 


The  old  Wells  Fargo  Bank  building,  still  active  today, 
as  seen  from  Bob  Johnson's  office  window.  The  Wells 
Fargo  Museum,  which  we  visited  on  the  same  day,  is 
in  a  newer  structure  elseiohere  in  the  cihj. 


■■ 


Ron  Gillio,  Wells  Fargo  Museum  curator  Bob 
Chandler  (who  hosted  us  on  our  visit),  and  Dave 
Bowers  in  front  of  paintings  of- who  else?  -  Mr. 
Wells  and  Mr.  Fargo. 
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museum,  and  other  prominent  people 
"met"  Pocahontas  as  well. 

Fast  forward  to  January  2001,  and  there 
in  the  center  of  Greg  and 
Petra  Manning's  collection 
Pocahontas  stood,  against  a 
red  velvet  curtain  backdrop. 
Well,  all  my  life  I  have  wanted 
to  own  a  cigar  store  Indian, 
especially  one  by  S.A.  Robb, 
the  most  celebrated  American 
carver  of  cigar  store  and  show 
figures.  I  must  have  examined 
two  or  three  dozen  offered  for 
sale  and  bid  on  a  handful  of 
others,  but  to  this  point  none 
has  been  "just  right"  — a 
combination  of  a  beautiful 
carving  with  original  con¬ 
dition  maintained  (many 
have  been  brightly  re¬ 
painted).  Pocahontas  is 
a  bit  chipped  and 
faded  here  and 
there,  but  gorgeous. 

The  late  Frederick 
Fried,  whose  book  on 

American  wood  carvings,  Artists 
in  Wood ,  is  the  classic  in  the  field, 
was  a  fine  friend,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  he  tried  to  find  a  nice  one 
for  me  — but  was  never  successful. 

The  closest  he  came  was  when  he 
took  me  to  view  a  cigar  store  Indian 
owned  by  a  man  with  a  vast  collec¬ 
tion  of  Americana,  who  said  he 
would  sell  the  figure.  However, 
when  I  was  there  with  checkbook  in 
hand,  he  could  not  bear  to  let  it 

g°- 

Now,  during  my  visit 
in  San  Francisco  I  had 
another  opportunity  — 
for  an  even  nicer  figure. 

Greg  Martin  named  a 
price  for  Pocahontas, 
and  in  one  second  I  said, 

"I'll  buy  it!"  I  was  as  ex¬ 
cited  as  all  get-out,  and 
still  am! 

Greg  autographed  to 
me  a  copy  of  his  beauti¬ 
ful  book,  The  Parker  Lyon 
-Harrah's  Pony  Mu¬ 


seum -A  Photographic  Essay,  which  includes 
several  pictures  of  Pocahontas,  including 
one  with  Miss  DeHavilland  and  a  mention 
that  for  a  time  the  figure  was  on  display  in 
the  mayor's  office  in  San  Francisco.  How¬ 
ever,  while  the  pedigree  of  Pocahontas  is 
great,  her  main  appeal  his  her  connection 
with  history.  In  my  library  I  have  the  sev¬ 
eral  standard  references  written  on  cigar 
store  Indians  and  also  a  file  of  articles  — so 
when  I  laid  eyes  on  her,  I  was  already  sold! 
The  whole  situation  reminded  me  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  situations  that  happen  now  and 
then  — such  as  when  a  collector  has  been 
seeking  a  coin  for  decades,  and  a  great  ex¬ 
ample  comes  up  for  sale  or  auction. 

The  California  Historical  Society 

In  November  2000,  Maribelle  Leavitt, 
Board  president  of  the  California  Historical 
Society,  notified  Society  members: 

In  January... we  will  be  bringing  the 


Dave  Bowers,  " Pocahontas ,"  and  its 
immediately  former  owner,  Greg 
Martin,  the  latter  holding  a  book  he 
wrote  about  Parker  Lyon,  Bill 
Harrah,  and  their  Wild  West 
Museum  -  including  a  nice  photo  of 
"Pocahontas"  snapped  in  the  1930s 
with  movie  actress  Olivia 
DeHavilland  (of  Gone  With  the 
Wind  and  other  films). 


1  am  not  talking  about  firearms,  for,  as  1 
mentioned,  this  is  not  my  field.  I  am  refer¬ 
ring  to  western  Americana. 


San  Francisco  street  scene 
with  the  Ferry  Building  tower 
in  the  background  -  a 
building  featured  as  part  of 
the  design  of  the  1936  San 
Francisco  -  Oakland  Bay 
Bridge  commemorative  half 
dollar. 


By  a  stroke  of  luck  coupled 
with  business  acumen,  the  Martins 
purchased  in  1986  the  entire  Pony  Express 
Museum  formerly  owned  by  Harrah's,  the 
Reno  gambling  casino  and  emporium 
(whose  other  collection  comprised  1,400 
different  antique  cars,  etc.).  Some  of  the 
cjuantity  things  were  sold  off,  while  many 
of  the  treasures  were  retained.  Earlier,  Bill 
Harrah  had  purchased  en  bloc  the  Parker 
Lyon  Museum,  begun  early  in  the  20th 
century,  and  which  for  many  years  was  a 
prime  attraction  in  Arcadia,  across  from 
the  Santa  Anita  Racetrack.  Lyon,  a  million¬ 
aire  who  enjoyed  telling  everyone  about 
his  financial  status,  owned  Lyon  Van  Lines, 
a  large  transit  and  moving  company.  His 
first  love  was  western  Americana,  and 
with  an  unlimited  budget  (which  he  also 
publicized)  he  was  given  first  choice  of  just 
about  anything  he  wanted. 

Anyway,  one  of  Lyon's  prize  posses¬ 
sions  was  a  carved  wooden  cigar  store  In¬ 
dian  named  Pocahontas.  In  the  1930s 
Olivia  DeHavilland,  the  famous  movie  ac¬ 
tress  who  was  in  Gone  with  the  Wind  and 
other  features,  was  photographed  with 
Pocahontas  during  one  of  her  visits  to  the 
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Street.  On  the  evening  of  January  11,  2001,  Bob  Evans 

presented  his  "Ship  of  Gold"  program  to  an  enthusiastic  audience  at  the  Society,  with  gold  coins, 
exhibits,  and  a  reproduction  of  the  hull  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  in  the  background. 

UPPER  RIGHT:  Members  of  the  California  Historical  Society  listen  to  Bob  Evans.  Last  summer  at 
the  ANA  Convention  in  Los  Angeles,  Bob  gave  the  same  program  to  a  standing-room-only  audience. 
Gail  Baker  of  the  ANA  staff,  who  planned  this  and  other  Numismatic  Theatre  events,  later  said  she  had 
more  positive  feedback  on  this  presentation  than  any  other  in  ANA  histori/. 

LOWER  RIGHT:  Maribelle  Leavitt,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  California  Historical  Society,  and 
Dwight  Manley  at  the  S.S.  Central  America  exhibit. 


"Ship  of  Gold."  The  audience  was  en¬ 
thralled. 

To  meet  the  scheduled  departure  of 
Dwight's  plane,  we  slipped  away  from  the 
Society  and  headed  to  the  airport,  from 
which  we  all  went  to  Las  Vegas.  For  An¬ 
drew  a  special  thrill  was  being  invited  to 
sit  in  the  cockpit  jumpseat  of  the 
Grumman  Gulfstream  to  watch  the  pilots 
and  see  the  procedures. 

Las  Vegas 

Through  arrangements  made  by  Ron 
Gillio,  in  Las  Vegas  Andrew  and  I,  together 
with  son  Lee  who  arrived  separately,  were 
set  up  in  a  suite  in  the  Mandalay  Bay  ca¬ 
sino  and  resort,  in  surroundings  quite  un¬ 
like  any  I  had  ever  experienced  before.  Suf¬ 
fice  it  to  say,  if  the  Sultan  of  Brunei  were 
visiting  Las  Vegas  and  staying  in  the  same 
place,  he  would  not  miss  a  single  conve¬ 
nience  or  amenity! 

Although  1  had  been  involved  in  the 
rare  coin  exhibit  set  up  at  the  Mandalay 
Bay  in  1999  and  had  written  the  brochure, 
prepared  the  descriptions  for  the  signs, 
and  had  created  the  text  for  the  audiotape 
tour,  I  had  never  visited  there  before  (re¬ 
member,  I  am  a  stay-at-home).  The  last 
time  I  had  been  in  Las  Vegas  was  in  the 
1970s  when  our  entire  company  staff  and 
significant  others  were  the  guests  of  the 
Hilton  International  Hotel  when  Elvis 
Presley  was  giving  a  concert  (that's  an¬ 
other  story  — a  memorable  visit).  Since 


exciting  "Ship  of  Gold"  exhibit  to  San 
Francisco.  In  1857  the  S.S.  Central  America 
carried  the  largest  known  shipment  of  gold 
from  the  California  gold  fields.  The  ship 
sank  off  the  Carolina  coast  with  a  great  loss 
of  life. 

This  extraordinary  treasure  was  not  re¬ 
covered  until  recently.  This  is  the  first  time 
that  the  gold,  including  coins  minted  in 
San  Francisco  and  the  largest  gold  ingot  in 
the  world,  has  returned  to  its  city  of  origin. 
We  hope  you  will  join  us  for  this  exhibit.... 

Now  it  was  the  evening  of  Thursday, 
January  11,  2001,  and  the  "Ship  of  Gold" 
exhibit  was  ready,  with  the  last  artifacts 
and  ingots  having  been  putin  place  by  Bob 
Evans  a  few  hours  earlier. 

Ron  Gillio,  Greg  and  Petra  Martin,  An¬ 


drew,  and  I  arrived  about  a  half 
hour  late  for  the  5:30  welcoming 
address  — as  we  were  unexpectedly 
gridlocked  in  traffic,  something  to 
do  with  one  of  the  accesses  to  the 
San  Francisco  -  Oakland  Bay  Bridge 
(of  1936  commemorative  half  dollar 
fame)  being  closed,  and  causing 
congestion  on  other  streets.  By  this 
time  Dwight  Manley,  his  wife 
Sahar,  Larry  and  Marilyn  Goldberg, 
and  several  guests  had  come  by 
private  plane  from  Newport  Beach. 

Following  introductions  and 
comments,  including  from  Dwight 
Manley,  Bob  Evans  went  to  a 
nearby  podium  and  began  his  illus¬ 
trated  program,  similarly  titled 


Dwight  Manley  and  Ron  Gillio  on  the  flight  -  with 
Marilyn  Goldberg  and  Sahar  Manley  behind  them. 
Dwight  and  Ron  were  "responsible"  for  the  entire  elegant 
affair -very  memorable,  and  quite  different  from  the  way 
we  (the  editor)  usually  travel! 
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RIGHT:  Lee  Bowers  ami  Ron  Gillio  at 
the  dinner  table. 

BELOW  LEFT:  Larry  and  Marilyn 
Goldberg  at  the  dinner  table,  with 
treasure-finder  Tommy  Thompson 
looking  on. 

BELOW  RIGHT:  Marilyn  Goldberg, 
Tommy  Thompson,  and  Dave  Bowers 
in  a  lounge  in  the  Blues  Foundation 
section  of  the  Mandalay  Bay  Resort, 
not  far  from  the  private  dining  room. 


weeks,  I  spent  Saturday  afternoon,  January 
13th,  relaxing  at  the  Mandalay  Bay  — writ¬ 
ing  this  article  (for  me,  writing  is  relax¬ 
ation,  not  work).  So,  if  this  article  were 
given  a  dateline  it  would  be  Mandalay  Bay, 
Las  Vegas,  January  13th— SPECIAL  to  Rare 
Coin  Review  readers.  When  I  get  home  I'll 
re-read  what  I  have  done  and  may  add  a 
few  things. 


Postscript 

I've  had  a  great  trip,  and  I  thank  all  of 
those  who  made  it  possible.  Unlike  the 
usual  situation  on  one  of  my  business 
trips,  I  and  my  family  members  were  the 
guests  of  several  fine  friends,  all  in  a  nice 
chronological  order  as  just  discussed. 

I  think  that  1  will  do  more  traveling  in 
the  future  — not  on  a  "grand  tour"  as  1 
did  this  time,  but  to  visit  California  now 
and  then  to  check  in  at  Collectors  Uni¬ 
verse  and,  who  knows?  — Perhaps  to  at¬ 
tend  a  Board  of  Directors'  meeting  in 
person,  rather  than  by  telephone  confer¬ 
ence. 

And,  although  1  don't  own  any  stock 
in  Mandalay  Bay,  I  can  hardly  wait  to 
come  back  (probably  in  a  "regular" 
room),  probably  flying  tourist  class  on 
American  Airlines  (my  usual  airline  of 
choice).  I  wish  I  had  taken  advantage  of 
the  multiple  invitations  1  had  earlier  to 
visit,  including  during  the  1999-2000  pe¬ 
riod  the  Treasures  of  Mandalay  Bay  nu¬ 
mismatic  exhibit  was  in  place. 

If  one  lesson  or  sentiment  comes  to 
mind  as  I  conclude  these  words,  it  is  that 
the  numismatics  has  to  be  the  best  hobby 
in  the  world,  and  the  people  involved  — 
from  collectors  to  dealers  to  mu¬ 
seum  curators  — have  to  be  among 
the  finest  people  in  existence  any¬ 
where. 

Now,  back  to  work  at  the  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  office  — 
and  our  next  several  catalogues, 
the  sylloge  for  the  Harry  VV.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection,  the  new  book,  A  Califor¬ 
nia  Gold  Rush  History  Featuring 
Treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America,  and  other  things  — the  rare 
coin  business  is  ever  busy,  ever  ex¬ 
citing! 

I  am  very  grateful. 


then,  there  had  been  many  changes. 

The  Mandalay  Bay  can  best  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  one-stop  resort,  although  a 
monorail  connects  the  facility  with  proper¬ 
ties  owned  by  the  same  company,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Egyptian-motif  Luxor  next  door  (or 
next  block)  and  the 
Excalibur.  During  the 
next  four  days  An¬ 
drew,  Lee,  and  I 
played  typical  sight¬ 
seeing  and  amateur 
gambling  roles  — en¬ 
joying  ourselves  im¬ 
mensely. 

Highlights  in¬ 
cluded  a  private  din¬ 
ner  hosted  by  Dwight 
Manley  and  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Gold  Market¬ 
ing  Group.  Tommy 
Thompson,  who  with  Bob  Evans  discov¬ 
ered  the  S.S.  Central  America  in  its  resting 
place  7,200  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  At¬ 
lantic,  flew  in  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  to 
participate  — and  was  toasted  for  his  re¬ 
markable  accomplishment.  Not  to  leave 
any  detail  undone,  Dwight  provided 
Roederer  Cristal  champagne  (my  favorite; 
in  the  19th  century  French  vintner 
Roederer  was  a  book  collector  of  renown, 


and  this  adds  to  the  aura  of  his  descendants' 
product).  Cuban  cigars  were  in  abundance 
and  Louis  XIII  cognac  flowed  freely  for 
those  who  wished  to  indulge  as  part  of  the 
Lucullan  festivities. 

As  by  this  time  I  had  been  traveling  for 
the  best  part  of  two 


LEFT:  Dwight  and 
Sahar  Manley  on  a 
rooftop  patio  at  the 
Mandalay  Bay  Resort. 
BELOW:  Dave  Bowers 
and  sons  Lee  and 
Andrew. 
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Gold!  Perhaps  no  other  item  on  earth  has  ever 
excited  or  enticed  people  and  collectors  alike  more 
than  that  bright  yellow  ore.  Right  now,  gold  coins  are 
hot!  Market  conditions  are  equally  hot,  and  we've 
seen  more  fast-paced  action  in  scarce  and  rare  (key 
words)  gold  coins  in  recent  times  than  at  any  other 
period  in  the  past  decade. 

However,  while  rare  and  high-quality  gold  coins 
are  very  active,  this  is  not  true  for  common,  low- 
grade  pieces.  Somewhat  in  between  are  common 
pieces  in  "medium"  grades.  Today,  low  bullion  prices 
assure  the  affordability  of  gold  "type"  coins— check 
our  double  eagles,  for  example.  Of  course,  a  rare  date 
gold  coin  will  always  be  a  rarity  regardless  of  bullion 
value.  The  widening  demand  for  nice  gold  coins  is  in¬ 
creasing  as  we  write  these  words.  More  and  more 
buyers  of  gold  coins  are  entering  the  marketplace, 
which  creates  demand  for  common  types  as  well  as 
rare  dates. 

This  listing  contains  a  great  selection  of  gold  is¬ 
sues  from  dollars  to  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has 
measured  up  to  our  exacting  standards,  and  each  was 
carefully  selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable  combination 
of  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus  good 
value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Gold  Dollars 

Our  quality  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes  ex¬ 
amples  of  each  of  the  three  design  types:  Liberty 
Head  (1849-1854);  Small  Indian  Head  (1854-1856); 
and  Large  Indian  Head  (1856-1889).  Our  offering  in¬ 
cludes  choice  circulated  coins,  lovely  Mint  State 
delicacies,  and  enough  rare  dates  to  satisfy  all  collect¬ 


Quality 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  difference! 
For  over  45  years,  since  our  founding 
in  1953,  we  have  been  supplying 
choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins,  to¬ 
kens,  medals,  and  paper  money  to  dis¬ 
criminating  collectors,  dealers,  and 
museums.  If  quality  is  important  to 
you,  you've  come  to  the  right  place.  Let 
us  help  you  build  a  fine  collection  com¬ 
bining  excellent  quality  and  value  for 
the  price  paid. 


ing  interests.  Whether  you  seek  an  important  date  or 
simply  a  choice  type  coin,  you  will  do  well  to  check 
our  inventory. 

Beautiful  1849  Gold  Dollar 


1849  Open  Wreath,  Small  Head,  With  L.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  satiny,  slightly 
reflective  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Digit  1  in  date 
sharply  doubled  below.  The  reverse  has  a  diago¬ 
nal  die  crack  inside  the  wreath . 2,695 

1852  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Above  average  in  qual¬ 
ity . 725 

1853  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  coin  of 

hand-picked  quality . 1,175 

1853  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Especially  nice..  1,175 

1853  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  strong 
eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 725 

1853-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  1,395 

Amazing  1854  Type  II  Gold  Dollar 


1854  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen 
with  excellent  striking  characteristics,  a  state¬ 
ment  that  could  be  made  about  only  a  small  per¬ 
centage  of  1854  Type  II  gold  dollars  regardless  of 
numerical  grade.  Beyond  that,  the  example  has 
frosty  deep  yellow  gold  lustre.  For  the  gold  dol¬ 
lar  specialist  as  well  as  for  the  connoisseur  as¬ 
sembling  a  high  level  type  set  this  is  truly  a 
fantastic  find . 22,500 

1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Year  in  and 
year  out,  Type  II  gold  dollars  are  best  sellers  — 
for  such  pieces  are  among  the  keys  to  a  type 
set . 1,139 

1854  Type  II.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1855  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,139 

1855  Type  II.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 829 

1855  Type  II.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  yellow 

gold  with  good  lustre.  Excellent  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade . 829 

1856  Slanting  5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

example  of  this  popular  variety . 795 


Important  1857-D  Gold  Dollar 


1857-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Remarkably  wet 
struck.  Bright  yellow-orange  gold.  A  premium  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  of  this  very  rare  gold  dollar . 6,25C 

Superb  Gem  1862  Gold  $1 


1862  MS-66  (PCGS).  Superb  aesthetic  appeal  with  rich 
and  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  While  this  is  a  ver) 
common  date,  the  quality  is  amazing  with  few 
equals.  Only  one  finer  coin  has  been  graded  b) 

PCGS . 3,75C 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,175 

1864  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  key  issues  ir 
the  gold  dollar  series  — a  date  that  is  very  elusive 
in  any  and  all  grades . 995 

Gorgeous  Cameo  Proof  1872  Gold  $1 


1872  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  glittering  Prool 
has  exceptional  cameo  contrast  with  highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  brilliant  greenish  gold  devices  anc 
deeply  mirrored  fields.  Probably  among  the  top 
four  or  five  finest  pieces  known  to  exist.  A  fantas¬ 
tic  rarity  in  Proof  format . 9,95C 

Superb  1873  Closed  3  Dollar  Rarity 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Superbly  lustrous  lighi 
yellow  gold  with  olive  and  coppery  highlights 
PCGS  has  graded  no  specimens  of  this  issm 
higher  than  the  present  coin.  Only  1,800  are  saic 
to  have  been  struck,  making  it  one  of  the  cla^ii 


March-April  21X)// Rare  Cam  Renew  #141' 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


rarities  of  the  gold  dollar  series.  A  spectacular 
numismatic  highlight  —  one  of  the  most  important 
pieces  in  the  present  listing . 16,250 


1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Prooflike  with  excellent  lustre 
and  choice  eye  appeal.  A  very  scarce  and  popular 
issue . 825 


Gem  1889  Gold  Dollar 

1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  great  eye  appeal  1,825 


Desirable  1873  Closed  3  Gold  Dollar 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 
devices.  Pedigreed  to  the  H.W.  Bass  Jr.,  Collec¬ 
tion . 1,695 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  on  frosty  surfaces.  The  interesting  variety  with 
a  raised  vertical  die  line  on  Miss  Liberty's  neck.  A 
near-gem  gold  dollar  with  all  the  aesthetic  appeal 
of  a  higher  grade . 875 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1874  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  strong 

lustre . 795 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous  near  gem 
with  pale  rose  toning . 795 


Gem  1881  Gold  Dollar 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Unusually  attractive. 
Highly  prized  as  a  low  mintage  date . 1,795 

1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 925 

Exceptional  1885  Gold  Dollar 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  as  beautiful  as  can 

be . 1,875 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Just  5,000  were  minted, 

a  scarce  issue . 925 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold  with 
coppery  highlights  and  full  lustre . 695 

Lovely  Proof  1887  Gold  Dollar 


Fantastic  Gem  Proof  1875  Dollar 
Possibly  Finest  Known 


1875  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Intense  rich  medium  yellow 
gold  and  violet  with  bright  reflective  surfaces.  This 
is  the  only  example  graded  as  Proof-66  by  PCGS, 
with  none  finer.  The  rarity  of  the  1875  Proof  is  well 
known.  The  mintage  figure  has  been  stated  as  20 
pieces,  one  of  the  lowest  in  the  series.  In  addition, 
only  400  circulation  strikes  were  made.  Thus,  with 
a  total  production  of  420  for  the  year,  the  1875  gold 
dollar  has  far  and  away  the  lowest  mintage  figure 
of  any  coin  in  the  series.  The  present  specimen 
traces  its  pedigree  to  the  Garrett  Collection,  adding 
another  dimension  to  what  is  already  an  impres¬ 
sive,  fantastic  numismatic  landmark.  A  very  excit¬ 
ing  and  impressive  coin! .  37,500 


1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  mirrored  yellow  gold 
fields  with  nice  frosty  devices.  A  delightful  cameo 
Proof  example  for  the  advanced  type  collector.  A 


few  very  faint  hairlines  are  noted . 5,950 

1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 675 

1888  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 


Exceptional  1889  Gold  Dollar 


1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  deep  yellow  gold. 
A  superb,  highly  lustrous  gem  specimen  of  the 
last  year  of  issue . 2,475 


Lovely  Mint  State  1889  Gold  Dollar 
1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  and  highly  lustrous 
example  with  rich  rose  toning  accenting  the  over¬ 
all  quality.  A  grand  combination  of  quality  and 
value . 875 


Quarter  Eagles 
($2.50  Gold) 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  begins  with  a  rare  1802, 
followed  by  a  nice  selection  of  Liberty  and  Indian  is¬ 
sues,  and  the  chances  are  good  that  the  coin  you  seek 
is  listed.  Our  usual  selection  of  "types"  and  rarities 
can  be  found  as  well.  Happy  hunting! 

Early  Quarter  Eagles 


Possible  Finest  Known  1802  Quarter  Eagle 


1802  Breen-4.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive 
even  light  yellow  gold  with  slightly  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces.  Good  eye  appeal  and  choice  for  the  grade, 
though  the  strike  shows  some  central  weakness 
typical  of  the  issue.  This  is  the  so-called 
"overdate,"  an  appellation  largely  discarded  as 
the  evidence  of  the  overdate  seems  minimal.  Of 
the  tiny  mintage  of  3,035 1802  quarter  eagles  only 
a  few  dozen  survive  in  all  grades;  PCGS  has  cer¬ 
tified  six  pieces  as  MS-63,  a  statistic  that  likely 


More  on  the  Castle  Garden  Token 


William  A.  Burd,  president  of  the  Chicago 
Coin  Co.,  sent  this  note: 

Dear  Dave, 

In  the  "This  and  That"  column  of  Tl\e 
Coin  Collector  issue  #98  November  27, 
2000,  you  mention  a  Warrie  Price  inter¬ 
ested  in  obtaining  an  example  of  the  en¬ 
graved  admission  pass  for  Castle  Garden 
from  1825.  Victor  Annaloro's  article  "The 
Castle  Garden"  published  in  the  April- 
May  2000  Rare  Coin  Review  was  what 
stirred  Ms.  Price's  interest. 

Mr.  Annaloro's  article  was  quite  fac¬ 
tual  and  very  interesting.  However,  he 


states  the  city  sold  engraved  medal  admis¬ 
sion  passes.  It  was  my  theory  (after  much 
research)  that  Rathborne  and  Fitch  issued  a 
pass  to  those  who  gave  a  donation  to  help  re¬ 
furbish  Castle  Garden.  Russell  Rulau  agreed 
with  me  and  rewrote  his  description  of  this 
medal  in  his  latest  edition  of  Standard  Catalog 
of  United  States  Tokens,  1700-1900. 

You  published  my  article  in  your  Rare 
Coin  Review  issues  some  time  back. 

I  own  the  J.  Moseley  pass  #63.  I 
would  consider  selling  it  to  Ms.  Price  if  it 
is  to  be  on  display  at  Battery  Park.  1  vis¬ 
ited  there  last  March  and  was  quite  im¬ 


pressed  as  I  pondered  the  history  of 
Castle  Garden. 

You  may  want  to  have  Ms.  Price  con¬ 
tact  me  directly. 

Thank  you. 

Sincerely  yours, 

William  A.  Burd 

[W.A.B.  enclosed  a  copy  of  Russell  Rulau's 
book  which  describes  seven  pieces  and  includes 
this  paragraph:  "The  known  pieces  (1  in  lead  and 
6  in  silvered  brass  -  with  most  silvering  now 
worn  off)  were  probably  subscriber  passes,  with 
names  and  numbers  engraved  thereon.  Rich  per¬ 
sons  were  apparently  approached  for  donations 
to  help  build  the  grand  entertainment  center  "] 
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includes  resubmissions  as  none  are  graded 
higher . 49,500 


Choice  1835  Quarter  Eagle 


1835  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Delightful 

greenish  yellow  gold  with  minor  abrasions. 
Deeply  reflective  mirrored  fields  are  quite  un¬ 
usual  on  these  early  gold  type  coins.  Variety  with 
AM  widely  separated . 7,495 

1836  B-6143.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces . 1,595 

1836  B-6142.  Block  8,  Head  of  '34.  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 1,050 

Choice  Mint  State  1839-0  $2.50 


1839-0  B-6153.  Close  fraction.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
lovely,  lustrous  coin  that  was  once  part  of  the 
Harry  W.  Bass,  jr.  Collection .  22,500 

Liberty  Head  Quarter  Eagles 


High-Grade  1842  Quarter  Eagle 


1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  even  medium  yellow  gold 
with  superb  eye  appeal.  This  coin  was  in  John  Jay 
Pittman's  marvelous  collection  and  is  likely  among 
the  finest  known;  PCGS  has  certified  only  one  finer 
specimen  of  this  important  gold  rarity.  Only  2,823 
examples  were  struck  and  very  few  survived  in 
grades  of  Extremely  Fine  and  higher.  Walter  Breen 
asserted  that  the  coin  is  "prohibitively  rare  AU,  un¬ 
known  UNC."  For  the  connoisseur  of  American 
gold  coinage,  this  specimen  is  of  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance  and  will  never  require  upgrading  in  even  the 


most  advanced  collection . 12,950 

1853  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


Superb  Gem  1856  Quarter  Eagle 


1856  MS-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  simply  amaz¬ 
ing.  Extremely  bright  and  frosty  orange-gold  lus¬ 
tre . 31,500 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sal 


1861  New  Reverse.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1865  Quarter  Eagle 


1865  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  example  of  this 
rarity.  Lustrous  bright  yellow  gold  devices  with 
reflective  orange-gold  fields  and  very  light  green 
peripheral  toning.  We  cannot  envision  a  more 
aesthetically  pleasing  Proof  quarter  eagle.  Only  25 
minted  with  none  graded  higher.  In  addition,  as 
Mint  State  coins  are  almost  non-existent,  this  Proof 
takes  on  added  market  importance.  A  centerpiece 


for  the  connoisseur .  39,950 

1869  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,400 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 479 

1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 479 

Choice  1878-S  Quarter  Eagle 
1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,695 

1879  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  choice . 975 


Gem  Proof  1880  Quarter  Eagle 


1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  combining 
incredible  quality  with  notable  rarity,  to  which  is 
added  the  overall  appeal  of  1880  being  a  rare  date 
in  any  condition . 18,750 

Possible  Finest  Known  1884  Quarter  Eagle 


1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  yellow  gold  with 
immaculate  satiny  surfaces.  An  exquisite  specimen 
from  a  minuscule  mintage  of  only  1,950  pieces, 
with  delightful  eye  appeal  and  very  sharp  strike. 
Quite  possibly  unexcelled  by  any  extant  specimen; 
PCGS  has  certified  none  higher . 13,500 


Mint  State  1886  Quarter  Eagle 

1886  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  classic  rarity 
quarter  eagle  series,  yet  priced  at  only  ..... 

Beautiful  Condition  Census  1895  $2.R 


1895  MS-66  (PCGS).  Immaculate  satiny  surface: 
full  lustre.  Appealing  and  very  choice.  Tied  fi 
est  graded  by  PCGS,  this  low-mintage  ra 
truly  unimprovable.  Only  6,000  struck . 


1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant. . 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS) . 


Landmark  Quality  1902  $2.50 


1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with  d 
gold  highlights  in  the  centers . 

Gem  Uncirculated  1902  $2.5 
1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  rose  tonii 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  spec 

of  the  date . 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

Amazing  Gem  1903  Quarter  Eagle 

1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with 

of  darker  gold.  A  superb  gem  of  absolutely  a 
ing  quality! . 

Key  1911-D  Quarter  Eagle 
1911-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Highly  important  as 
ity,  showcased  even  more  so  bv  the  fact  that  i 
15  different  varieties  in  a  1908-1929  Indian 
quarter  eagle  set,  all  of  the  others  are  relat 
easily  available -except  this . 

Choice  1912  $2.50 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 


Gem  1886  $2.50  Rarity 


1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Only  4,088 
minted.  Only  one  piece  graded  higher  by  PCGS. 
A  fantastic  coin!!! .  m  7^ 


1913  Matte  Proof  Rarity 


1913  Matte  Proof-64  (PCGS)  A  beautiful  spcvini 
this  great  Matte  Proof  rarity  Onh  occasid 
does  a  specimen  appear  in  our  listings  II 
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3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,225 

3  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 679 

3  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 679 

3  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

3  aU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 


1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 845 

1926  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 569 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  845 


1854  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with  lots  of 
lustre  and  choice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade  A  ven 
pleasing  specimen,  literally  a  few  transactions 
away  from  choice  Mint  State . 1,295 


Gem  1914  $2.50 


4  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  the  rarity  among  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  quarter  eagles  of  the  20th  century.  Of¬ 
ten  years  will  elapse  between  our  offering  a  single 

piece  in  one  of  our  catalogues! . 8,750 

4-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Pedigreed  to  the  Sussex  Col¬ 
lection  sale . 1,195 

15  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  specimen 
of  the  last  of  the  early  range  of  dates  in  the  Indian 


quarter  eagle  series.  Scarce  so  choice! . 1,095 

15  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Gem  Mint  State  1925-D  $2.50 


25-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  and  a  hint  of  rose  iridescence  that  adds  consid¬ 
erably  to  the  overall  beauty  of  the  coin . 2,395 

Gem  1925-D  Quarter  Eagle 


'25-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  gold  with  olive  high¬ 


lights . 2,395 

'25-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 845 


Gem  1926  $2.50  Gold 


*26  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,395 


MS-65  1926  Quarter  Eagle 


^26  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  Lustrous,  frosty,  etc.,  etc.! . 2,395 


Gem  1928  Quarter  Eagle 


1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,395 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 845 


It  is  not  widely  known,  but  is  true,  that  in  the  late  1920s 
quarter  eagles  did  not  circulate  at  face  value.  They  were 
obtainable  now  and  then  from  banks,  but  often  through  a 
friend  who  was  a  teller  or  cashier.  Reflective  of  the  scarcity  of 
quarter  eagles  — although  they  were  still  being  minted  — in 
1933  when  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  called  in  gold 
coins,  quarter  eagles  were  exempted,  as  they  were  all  consid¬ 
ered  to  have  numismatic  value. 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  of  the  last 
year  of  quarter  eagle  issuance . 875 

Three  Dollar  Gold 

As  a  denomination,  all  $3  gold  coins  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of  course, 
being  much  more  rare  than  others. 

If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the  past, 
you  have  come  to  realize  that,  while  many  dates  are 
considered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a  serious  collection 
of  $3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of  the  reach  of  today's  col¬ 
lector.  Perhaps  90%  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks  from 
1854  to  1889  can  be  collected,  in  many  instances  for 
less  than  $1,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If 
this  piques  your  fancy,  Gail  Watson  and  Debbie 
McDonald  would  be  happy  to  set  you  up  on  our 
Want  List  Program  and  let  you  know  when  needed 
dates  and  mintmarks  come  to  hand.  Feel  free  to  call 
Gail  to  discuss  your  collecting  strategy.  Remember, 
there  is  no  obligation  on  your  part  to  participate  in 
our  Want  List  Program,  just  the  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  that  certain  date  for  your  set. 

The  current  listing  is  admittedly  brief,  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  denomination  sell  very  quickly.  We  are 
constantly  on  the  hunt  for  further  nice  examples  for 
our  customers. 


Choice  Mint  State  1854  $3 


1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  First  year  of  issue  and 
relatively  common  in  lower  grades,  but  flush  e  in 
choice  Mint  State.  The  advanced  collector  will  be 
delighted  with  this  opportunity  as  well,  represent¬ 
ing  a  one-year  type  coin  with  the  reverse  having 
DOLLARS  in  small  letters . 6'750 


Lovely  1856-S  $3 


1856-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  California  gold 
with  lustre  remaining  in  protected  regions. 
Choice  in  eye  appeal  and  condition.  One  of  three 
different  dates  of  the  $3  denomination  struck  at 
San  Francisco  during  the  Gold  Rush  era.  Sharp 
and  pleasing . 3,195 

Marvelous  Gem  1859  $3 


1859  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of 
the  finest  seen -a  memorable,  marvelous  speci¬ 
men!  We  recall  many  years  ago  when  Herb 
Bergen  brought  a  similar  piece  to  our  office,  and 
we  both  reflected  on  how  beautiful  it  was  to  be¬ 
hold . 23,950 


Lustrous  Gem  1878  $3  Gold 


1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
popular  date,  one  of  the  very  finest  we  have 
ever  seen  (and  coming  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  this  statement  has  real 
meaning!).  One  of  the  more  available  dates 
among  later  $3  issues,  but  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  common  $3  of  any  year.  Ideal  for  a 


Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3  Gold 


1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  most  popular  date 
of  its  era,  the  1878  $3  in  this  grade  is  an  ideal 
choice  for  a  high  quality  type  set 
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Mint  State  1878  S3 

1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,595 

Handsome  1886  Proof  $3 


1886  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Bright  medium  yellow  and 
olive-gold  with  reflective  surfaces  and  frosted 
devices.  A  lovely  specimen,  one  of  only  142 
struck . 9,750 

$4  Gold 

Historic  1879  Flowing  Hair  Stella 


1879  Flowing  Hair.  Proof-50  (PCGS).  Very  attractive 
with  amber  peripheral  toning.  Despite  some  light 
wear,  the  Proof  surfaces  are  intact  and  reflective. 
Whether  used  as  a  well-loved  pocket  piece  by  a 
collector  or  conversation  starter  by  a  19th-century 

“Wow!" 

Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

After  reading  your  newsletter,  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  and  buying  a  number 
of  your  reference  books  over  a  period 
of  a  year  and  a  half,  I  finally  jumped  in 
and  joined  your  Collection  Portfolio 
Program,  with  my  interest  being  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickels  1883-1912. 

I  told  Gail  what  I  wanted  and  waited 
nervously  for  the  first  shipment. 

Wow!  A  superb  1889  nickel  arrived 
for  the  first  coin  selected  for  me.  It  was 
a  beautiful  strike,  bright  original  toning 
and  has  the  eye  appeal  of  a  higher- 
graded  coin.  I  started  collecting  circu¬ 
lated  coins  as  a  boy  of  nine  -  more  than 
four  decades  ago.  1  haven't  been  this 
excited  since  I  found  a  VF  1914-D  Lin¬ 
coln  cent  in  a  roll  of  pennies  about  1955. 

Please  thank  Gail  on  my  behalf  and 
accept  my  appreciation.  I  anxiously 
await  this  month's  package. 

Sincerely,  D.E.S. 


Washington  insider,  this  is  without  question  a 
coin  with  a  story  to  tell!  Still  sharp  and  pleasing, 
this  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  a  rare  and  always- 
in-demand  coin .  38,750 

$5  Gold  Half  Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  following 
listing  of  half  eagles  contains  many  exciting  and  en¬ 
ticing  dates  in  many  grades  and  types,  from 
circulated  to  Mint  State,  and  from  early  to  late  design 
types.  We  are  certain  you  will  find  a  piece  or  two  to 
your  liking,  so  please  call  Gail  or  Debbie  quickly. 

Early  Half  Eagles 


Lustrous  1803/2  $5 


1803/2  Breen-1  D.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very 
attractive.  As  no  "perfect  date"  1803  half  eagles 
exist,  this  is  as  close  as  one  can  come!  A  lovely 
specimen  that  is  ideal  for  either  a  type  set  or  a 
specialized  cabinet . 5,595 

Choice  Uncirculated  1805  $5 


1805  B-3b.  Rarity -4+.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  Harry  Bass 
specimen,  sold  in  October  1999  and  described 
there,  in  part,  as  follows:  "A  wonderful  early  half 
eagle  with  brilliant,  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Very  choice  surfaces  with  only  occasional  scat¬ 
tered  contact  marks.  Light  adjustment  marks  are 
noted  on  the  reverse  from  9:00  to  10:00."  PCGS 
has  certified  none  finer.  A  remarkable  quality  coin 
that  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  any  cabinet. ..  29,950 

Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1805  $5 


1805  B-3B.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  the  date,  variety,  and  grade.  5,675 


Choice  Mint  State  1806  Half  Eagle 
8X5  Star  Arrangement 


1806  B-3d,  Rarity-6+.  Pointed  6.  8X5  Stars.  MS-6! 

(PCGS) .  27,501 

Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  $5 


1807  B-l A.  Draped  Bust.  AU-58  (NGC).  Bril 
liant.  Last  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  ob 
verse.  A  lovely  coin,  lustrous  and  at 
tractive . 5,75( 

Memorable  Mint  State  1808  $5 
Condition  Census 


1808  B-4B.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  bright  olive-gold 
with  lush  satiny  lustre.  Beautiful  eye  appeal 
and  an  outstanding  full  strike.  The  specialist 
and  advanced  type  collector  alike  will  delight 
in  the  attractiveness  and  scarcity  of  a  coin  such 
as  this,  a  specimen  beyond  improvement  and 
without  detraction.  Indeed,  PCGS  has  certified 
only  one  finer.  A  future  highlight  in  any  cabi¬ 
net . 29,500 

Rare  1819  Half  Eagle 

1819  B-2B.  Rarity-7.  Normal  Reverse.  EF-40. 

Pedigreed  to  Henry  Chapman's  sale  of  March 
1926.  Of  all  the  half  eagles  in  this  era  of  rari¬ 
ties,  the  1819  is  one  of  the  most  famous.  Often 
years  will  elapse  between  our  auction  offer¬ 
ings!  . 19,950 

| - — - - 

As  We  Go  To  Press! 

This  issue  is  filled  with  hundreds  of 
new  purchases.  Just  telephone  1-800- 
222-5993  and  Gail  or  Debbie  will  take 
care  of  your  order  today. 
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This  &  That 


NAMES:  A  few  years  ago  a  man  de¬ 
cided  to  change  his  name  to  Coke-ls-It,  and 
did,  although  we  think  the  Coca-Cola 
Company  learned  of  the  matter  and  was 
able  to  secure  some  restrictions  on  its  ad¬ 
vertising  use.  About  25  years  ago  a  South¬ 
ern  California  girl,  Judy,  asked  for  a  vanity 
license  plate,  but  there  were  already  quite  a 
few  JUDY  plates,  so  she  received  JUDY  13. 
You  guessed  it,  she  then  legally  changed 
her  name  to  Judy  13.  More  recently,  a  com¬ 
puter  aficionado  who  had  changed  his  le¬ 
gal  name  to  DotComGuy  decided  that 
his  old  name,  Mitch  Maddox,  was 
better,  and  reverted  to  it. 

•  •  • 

EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EM¬ 
PLOYER:  "Rio  de  Janeiro. .  .announced 
its  latest  hire:  a  German  shepherd 
named  Doca....  Doca  [will]  help  sniff 
out  evidence  in  animal  abuse  cases  and 
be  paid  the  same  as  other  administra¬ 
tors— about  $700  a  week."  ( USA  Today) 

•  •  • 

LITTLE  INCIDENTS,  BIG  RE¬ 
ACTIONS:  Recently  in  the  Orlando 
Sentinel  we  read  that  in  a  South  African 
town,  "a  violent  conflict  over  a  goat  left 
two  people  dead  and  23  homes  burned  to 
the  ground.  Fifty-two  people  were  ar¬ 
rested...."  This  reminded  us  of  an  incident 
in  Panama  in  1856  when  a  dispute  between 
a  tourist  and  a  native  over  payment  for  a 
melon  precipitated  a  riot,  and  dozens  were 
killed. 

•  •  • 

THE  PCGS  POPULATION  REPORT 
recently  made  tasty  nibbling  for  our  new 
pet  Labrador  retriever,  J.J.  He  preferred  the 
pages  listing  half  cents  and  large  cents  and 
completely  ignored  silver  dollars  and  gold 
coins. 

•  •  • 

IT  SEEMS  ONLY  FAIR:  The  Orlando 
Sentinel  (we  had  this  reading  material  for  a 


week  on  a  recent  trip  — a  very  well  done 
newspaper,  in  our  opinion)  reported: 
"Sheep  Objects  to  Sacrifice,"  and  went  on  to 
say  that  a  sheep  that  an  Egyptian  had  kept 
tethered  on  a  rooftop,  and  which  was  "des¬ 
tined  for  sacrificial  slaughter  forestalled  its 
owner's  plans  by  pushing  him  to  his  death 
from  a  three-story  building  in  Alexandria." 
•  •  • 

FOOLPROOF  FORMULA:  Classic 
method  of  giving  a  sermon:  1.  Tell  the  pa¬ 
rishioners  what  you  are  going  to  say.  2.  Say 


it.  3.  Tell  them  what  you  said.  (Quoted  by 

Rev.  Walter  Thyng) 

•  •  • 

AUCTION  REPORT:  A  recent  story 
about  a  sale  of  timepieces  had  a  headline 
stating  that  "prices  soared,"  but  the  fine 
print  informed  readers  that  60%  of  the 
items  didn't  sell. 

•  •  • 

IN  A  RECENT  GATHERING  of  nu¬ 
mismatists  everyone  pretty  much  agreed 
that  Dave  Barry  is  their  favorite  comedian. 

•  •  • 

SIMPLICITY?  In  today's  era  of  num¬ 
bers  and  depersonalization,  numbers  are 
everything  (not  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  but  at  a  heck  of  a  lot  of  other 
places).  Recently,  while  calling  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  from  a  hotel, 


and  using  our  ATT  calling  card  (for  the  ho¬ 
tel  had  another  long-distance  service),  we 
dialed  9  at  the  hotel,  then  1,  then  1-800- 
CALL- ATT,  then  the  area  code  and  seven¬ 
digit  ANA  number  in  Colorado,  then  our 
14-digit  ATT  credit  card  account  number 
(suggestion  to  ATT:  Why  not  simplify  this 
exceedingly  clumsy  system  — the  number 
is  too  long  to  remember,  and  1  always  have 
to  take  out  my  card  and  read  it),  then  the 
first  three  letters  of  last  name  of  the 
person's  name  we  were  calling  at  the  ANA 
(BOB  for  Steve  Bobbitt),  then  a 
number  to  be  connected  to 
Bobbitt.  This  added  up  to  a  total 
of  41  —  count  them  —  41  numbers 
before  we  were  connected! 
Wow!  By  the  way,  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  quite  a  few  favorable 
comments  concerning  our  old- 
fashioned  policy  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  of  having  a  real  person 
answer  all  incoming  calls. 

•  •  • 

NATIONAL  TREE:  All  50 

states  have  their  own  state  tree, 
but  there  is  no  national  tree,  according  to  a 
recent  article  in  the  Las  Vegas  Review-Jour¬ 
nal.  The  National  Arbor  Day  Foundation 
hopes  to  correct  this  and  invites  input,  stat¬ 
ing  that  "the  most  popular  state  tree  is  the 
pine,  some  form  of  which  is  designated  as 
official  in  eight  states.  Seven  states  recog¬ 
nize  a  species  of  oak,  and  five  states  honor 
maples."  From  a  numismatic  viewpoint, 
we  wonder  what  the  best  choice  would  be? 
Our  offhand  favorite  is  the  pine  tree  — for 
the  1652  Pine  Tree  shilling  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  American  coins  and  is  a  nu¬ 
mismatic  icon.  We  also  think  that  pine  trees 
are  probably  found  in  all  states  (we  are  not 
sure  about  Hawaii).  Perhaps  someone 
should  write  an  article  about  numismatic 
trees  — including  other  trees  such  as  the 
oak  on  the  1935  Connecticut  Tercentenary 
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halt  dollar  and  the  recent  Connecticut 
quarter  dollar,  the  palmetto  on  the  Colum¬ 
bia,  South  Carolina,  commemorative  half, 
the  yucca  tree  on  the  Old  Spanish  Trail 

commemorative  half,  etc. 

•  •  • 

HAD  A  NICE  VISIT  with  Hank 
Spangenberger  at  the  Florida  United  Nu¬ 
mismatists  show.  Hank  offered  for  $150  a 
rare  token,  a  muling  of  Bolen  and  Merriam 
dies,  which  we  had  read  about  but  had 
never  seen  before.  Goes  to  show  that  in 
some  numismatic  byways  there  are  a  lot  of 
good  values  to  be  found. 

•  •  • 

WHO  SAID  THIS?:  "I 

read  light  fiction  very  quickly 
but  read  physics  or  compli¬ 
cated  management  theory 
much  slower."  Yogi  Berra? 

Nope!  Guess  again.  It  was 
Newt  Gingrich  (as  quoted  in 
Newsweek). 

•  •  • 

DELICIOUS  BIRCH: 

Among  nine  woods  tested, 
termites  found  birch  to  be  the 
most  tasty,  followed  by  sugar  maple  and 
red  oak.  Least  tasty  is  Honduras  ma¬ 
hogany.  (Popular  Science) 

•  •  • 

FORGETTABLE  NAMES:  A  recent  issue 
of  The  Economist  dwelt  upon  a  topic  we've 
discussed  here  before:  the  pablumization  of 
once-distinctive  business  names.  The  former 
Andersen  Consulting  is  now  Accenture, 
Hewlett-Packard  is  now  HP,  Guinness 
merged  with  Grand  Met  and  came  up  with 
Diageo  ("we  hate  it  when  people  say  Diego," 
the  staff  complains),  something  (we're  not 
sure  what)  is  proud  of  the  name  TIAA-CREF, 
Britain's  National  Power  is  now  Innogy,  etc. 
More  memorable  is  Starbucks,  named  for  the 
first  mate  in  the  story  Moby  Dick  who  en¬ 
joyed  drinking  coffee. 

•  •  • 

CONGRATULATIONS:  To  the 

Hubbell  orbiting  telescope,  to  NASA,  to 
the  Celestron  and  Meade  companies  for 
making  "go-to"  telescopes  at  low  cost  (al¬ 
though  we  don't  own  one  yet),  and  all  the 
others  who  have  opened  up  for  us  new  vis¬ 
tas  in  the  exploration  of  space.  Who  would 
have  ever  dreamed  that  Saturn  has  26 


moons?  Or  that  Io  and  Europa,  two  moons 
of  Jupiter,  are  weird  beyond  belief?  The 
"age  of  discovery"  imparts  what  must 
have  been  the  same  emotions  centuries  ago 
as  unknown  parts  of  the  world  were  ex¬ 
plored  and  described. 

•  •  • 

CHANGES  IN  101  YEARS:  "In  1900 
the  45  United  States  of  America  had  144 
miles  of  hard-surfaced  roads,  one  tele¬ 
phone  for  every  13  homes,  and  one  bath¬ 
tub  for  every  seven."  (John  Rennie,  Scien¬ 
tific  American) 

•  •  • 


YOU  FIGURE  IT  OUT?  "As  seen  on 
TV"  seems  to  be  a  phrase  which  increases 
sales,  judging  from  the  frequency  we  see  it 
in  print  ads.  However,  we  imagine  "as 
seen  on  TV"  would  be  a  deterrent  for  a 
rare  coin  company.  Ken  Bressett,  in  his 
"Consumer  Alert"  column,  has  regularly 
reported  that  television  coin  offers  are  usu¬ 
ally  priced  way  above  what  you  would  pay 

at  your  friendly  local  coin  shop. 

•  •  • 

"FANCY  PIECES":  The  U.S.  Mint  has 
made  a  lot  of  "fancy  pieces"  and  "delica¬ 
cies"  over  the  years,  and  the  current  era 
sees  the  continuation  of  the  practice.  In  re¬ 
cent  months  we  have  read  about  "special 
finish"  Sacagawea  dollars  being  distrib¬ 
uted  to  Glenna  Goodacre,  designer  of  the 
coin,  who,  it  seems,  rushed  to  increase  her 
profits  by  getting  them  into  the  coin  mar¬ 
ket.  We  also  have  the  unsolved  mystery  as 
to  what  is  going  to  happen  to  the  12 
Sacagawea  gold  dollars  made  last  year. 
Might  we  suggest  that,  for  starters,  one 
each  be  given  to  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  Smithsonian  Institution,  and 
American  Numismatic  Society  museums? 


This  &  That 


EFFICIENCY  CHECK:  U.S.  government 
regulations  concerning  the  sale  of  cabbage 
contain  26,911  words.  In  contrast: 
Pythagorean  Theorem:  24  words  •  The 
Lord's  Prayer:  66  words  •  Archimedes' 
Principle:  67  words  •  The  10  Command¬ 
ments:  179  words  •  The  Gettysburg  Ad¬ 
dress:  286  words  •  The  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence:  1,300  words.  (Sent  by  Joan  K.B.) 

•  •  • 

A  COLLECTION  OF  "STATE  RE¬ 
VERSE"  QUARTERS  is  a  dandy  thing  to 
own,  as  the  designs  are  so  interesting,  mean¬ 
ingful,  and  varied.  Too  bad  that  modem  com¬ 
memorative  dollars,  etc.,  turned  out  by  the 
Mint,  are  usually  very  insipid  in  design,  or 
even  downright  ugly  (in  our  opinion).  What 
happened  to  the  Fine  Arts  Commission?  It's 
rather  sad  that  the  epitome  of  artistry  in 
coinage,  as  manifested  by  the  designs  of 
Brenner,  Saint-Gaudens,  Pratt,  Fraser, 
Weinman,  and  MacNeil  in  the  circulating 
coinages  of  the  1907-1916  decade,  have  had 
no  counterpart  since! 

•  •  • 

SO  MUCH  FOR  PREDICTIONS: 

"The  Unpredictable  Economy:  Experts 
Missed  Last  9  Recessions:  WASHING¬ 
TON  —  In  presenting  his  annual  economic 
outlook  last  Thursday,  the  chairman  of 
President  Bill  Clinton's  Council  of  Eco¬ 
nomic  Advisers  was  having  nothing  to  do 
with  all  the  recession  talk  going  around. 
'Let  me  be  clear,'  Martin  Baily  said.  'We 
don't  think  that  we're  going  into  reces¬ 
sion.'  The  same  message  was  delivered 
the  next  day  by  Mr.  Clinton  in  a  Rose  Gar¬ 
den  economic  valedictory.  Citing  the  pre¬ 
dictions  of  50  private  forecasters  known 
as  the  Blue  Chip  Consensus  — 'the  experts 
who  make  a  living  doing  this,'  as  he  put  it 
—  Mr.  Clinton  assured  Americans  that  the 
economy  would  continue  to  grow  this 
year  at  an  annual  rate  of  2  percent  to  3 
percent.  What  the  president  and  his  ad¬ 
viser  failed  to  mention  was  that  'the  ex¬ 
perts'  did  not  predict  any  of  the  nine  reces¬ 
sions  since  the  end  of  World  War  II.  That  is 
true  of  the  members  of  the  Blue  Chip 
Consensus  as  well  as  the  Council  of  Eco¬ 
nomic  Advisers,  the  forecasting  staffs  of 
the  Federal  Reserve  Board  and  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Budget  Office..."  (International 
Herald  Tribune,  January  17,  2001) 
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Liberty  Half  Eagles 


Appealing  1839-D  Half  Eagle 
1839-D  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  yellow  gold 
with  some  lustre  in  protected  areas  of  the  design. 
This  lightly  circulated  specimen  is  full  of  visual 
appeal  and  still  very-  sharp.  As  the  first  Dahlonega 
issue  of  the  design  type,  this  should  appeal  to 
anyone  who  enjoys  American  gold  coins. ..  1,995 
1840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm  orange-gold 
highlights.  From  the  second  year  of  the  design 
type.  Early  Liberty  Head  gold  coins  are  experienc¬ 
ing  a  resurgence  in  popularity.  We  are  delighted 
to  offer  this  example . 1,195 


Sharp  1844-C  Half  Eagle 


1844-C  AU-55  (PCGS).  Yellow  gold.  Very  sharply 
struck— which  is  not  all  that  usual  for  a  Charlotte 
Mint  gold  half  eagle.  A  prize  specimen  that  will 
be  just  right  in  an  advanced  specialized  collec¬ 


tion  . 10,950 

1847  AU-58.  Brilliant . 845 


Mint  State  1848  Rarity 

1848  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  In  full  Mint  State  the 
1848  half  eagle  is  a  rarity.  Only  infrequently  do  we 
have  one  in  stock.  Buy  this  lovely,  lustrous,  and 

rare  coin  for  only . 1,595 

1851  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  which 
closely  challenges  the  Mint  State  level . 875 


Rare  Mint  State  1852-D  $5 


1852-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rich,  warm  yellow- 
orange  gold.  Some  lightness  of  strike  (as  is  char¬ 
acteristic  of  genuine  specimens)  around  the 
dentils.  An  outstanding,  indeed  memorable  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  Dahlonega  half  eagle...  17,500 


Choice  1853  Half  Eagle 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 8,950 


Beautiful  1856  $5 


1856  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  rare  in  Mint  State. 
A  splendid  specimen,  sure  to  please! . 7,995 


Mint  State  1857  Half  Eagle 


1857  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  attractive.  Rare  in  Mint 
State . . . 3,250 


Scarce  Mint  State  1858  Half  Eagle 


1858  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  with  a  mintage 

of  just  15, 136 .  3,495 

1866-S  No  Motto.  F-15  (PCGS).  One  of  the  rarities  in 
the  Liberty  Head  series.  Seldom  seen  in  any 
grade . 1,095 


Low-Mintage  1868  Half  Eagle 


1868  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  mint¬ 


age  of  this  issue  is  only  5,700 .  3,795 

1870-S  VF-30  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  of  this  low- 

mintage  issue . 1,195 

1870-S  VG-10  (PCGS) . 569 

1872- S  VF-25  (PCGS) . 545 

1877-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Choice  Uncirculated  1880  $5 
1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  prooflike  half  eagle  of 
near-gem  quality.  The  frosty  devices  and  mirror 
fields  exhibit  a  dusting  of  pale  rose  and  orange 


toning.  Appealing  in  all  respects . 1,595 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1881  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1881  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  >95 


1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 

1881  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 269 

1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  725 

1882- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
only  three  pieces  graded  higher  by  PCGS. .  1 ,095 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 


Condition  Census  1882-S  Half  Eagle 


1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  olive- 
gold  with  exquisite  lustre.  An  especially  choice 
specimen,  tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  Of 
unexcelled  quality  and  impressive  aesthetic 


beauty . 6,795 

1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 


Gem  1885-S  Half  Eagle 


1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  common  date  in 
general  terms,  although  extremely  rare  in  gem 

quality . 4,250 

1885-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1885- S  MS-63  (NGC.)  Brilliant . 595 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Excellent  satiny  lustre  and  frosted 

devices.  An  appealing  and  choice  specimen  from 
the  Bass  Collection . 1,075 

1886- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

Possible  Finest  Known  1887-S  $5 


1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Full  lustre  on  satin)  medium 
yellow  surfaces.  A  beautiful  specimen  tied  for 
finest  certified  by  PCGS.  While  available  in 
lower  Uncirculated  grades,  only  three  have  been 
graded  MS-65;  we  expect  none  surpass  this 
coin's  appeal.  None  finer  than  MS-62  in  the  Bass 
Collection . 8,950 

Choice  Mint  State  1892  $5 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially  beautiful 
example  of  this  Philadelphia  issue . 1,895 
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1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1893-0  $5  from  the  Bass  Collection 


1893-0  MS-62.  Lustrous  medium  yellow  gold  with 
superb  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  A  choice  speci¬ 
men  with  the  added  interest  of  being  previously 
offered  in  our  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Collec¬ 
tion,  Part  II,  Lot  1263 .  3000 

1893- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  coin  at 

this  grade  level.  Our  listing  of  gold  reflects  many 
items  from  our  recent  travels  and  includes  many 
popular  "types"  as  well  as  rarities.  Each  is  hand 
selected  for  its  eye  appeal  and  overall  desirabil¬ 
ity . 475 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  only  13  pieces 

graded  higher  at  MS-64.  One  of  many  examples  of 
good  value  in  the  American  gold  series . 595 

1894- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant . 229 

1897  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

1897-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 395 

1898  MS-63  (NGC).  Semi-prooflike  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous . 739 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  brilliant  gem  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  grade  limitations,  of 
course).  A  warm  olive  glow  enhances  the  overall 
quality.  This  is  what  the  MS-65  grade  designation 


is  all  about! . 4,750 

1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 519 

1900  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1 901/0- S  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Dazzling  Super-Gem  1901-S  $5 


1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  splashes  of  cop¬ 


pery  toning . 5,750 

Gem  1901-S  Half  Eagle 
1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,675 


1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1901- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1902- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 895 

1902-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Memorable  Gem  1903-S  $5 


1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  encountered 
at  this  grade  level.  You  can  have  a  "field  day"  by 
looking  through  our  wonderful  listing  of  gold 
coins  and  adding  desired  pieces  to  your  collec¬ 
tion.  The  market  is  just  right,  and  our  selection  is 


wonderful . 3,695 

1903-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  olive- 

gold  with  excellent  lustre . 529 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 


Landmark  1904-S  $5 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  one  of  the  very 
rarest  issues  among  late-date  Liberty  Head  half 
eagles.  40  to  45  years  ago — and  we  realize  this  was 
a  long  time — it  was  very  difficult  to  find  even  an  AU 
example— as  pointed  out  in  the  1950s  by  the  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Co.  Since  then  a  few  higher  grade 
pieces  have  been  located,  probably  in  Europe.  How¬ 
ever,  it  still  is  a  very  unusual  situation  for  us  to  have 


a  1904-S  of  this  quality  in  stock . 3,950 

1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Lustrous  1905-S  Half  Eagle 


1905-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous,  satiny 


beauty  that  will  delight  the  specialist! . 3,495 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS). Brilliant . 545 

1906  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1906  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  even  lustre  on 
satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  First  year  of  the  Den¬ 
ver  Mint . 895 


Lovely  Gem  1906-S  Half  Eagle 


1906-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  "Earth¬ 


quake  year"  coin.  Gorgeous! . 6,375 

1906- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1907  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 

1907- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1907-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 545 


Gem  1908  Liberty  $5 


1908  Liberty.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Final  year  of 
issue  for  the  Liberty  design,  and  important  as  the 
only  1908-dated  Liberty  gold  coin.  Only  circula¬ 
tion  strikes  were  produced,  without  any  equiva¬ 
lent  Proofs . 2,950 

1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 529 

1908  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 529 

Indian  Half  Eagles 


Gem  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $5 


1908  Indian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Well  struck  and 
with  satiny  lustre.  A  truly  outstanding,  truly  ex¬ 
ceptional  specimen  of  this  first  year  of  issue  of  the 
Pratt  design.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized 


collection.  Superb  quality! . 11,950 

1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1908-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal .  675 


Choice  1909  Half  Eagle 


1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,950 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  I  £5 


Call  Toll  Free:  800-222-5993 
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Lovely  1909-D  Half  Eagle 


1909-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,450 

Brilliant  1909-D  $5 

1909-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for  a  type 

set . 2,450 

1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 945 

1909-D  AU-55 .  295 


Choice  Mint  State  1910  $5 


1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  medium  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  Gem-quality  eye  appeal  and  very 
sharp  detail.  While  commoner  in  lesser  quality 
Mint  State,  this  is  a  condition  rarity  that  will  ap¬ 
peal  to  those  with  uncompromising  taste  for  high 
quality . 4,295 


Choice  1911  Half  Eagle 


1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,995 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1150 


Gold!  Gold!  Gold!  Tap  into  our  remarkable  inventory  of 
choice  United  States  gold  coins  and  build  a  type  set  or  special¬ 
ized  collection.  Our  quality  is  excellent,  our  prices  are  reason¬ 
able,  and  each  coin  comes  with  our  money-back  guarantee. 


1911- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcer  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series . 1,195 


Unusually  Fine  1913  $5 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Unusually 
fine,  unusually  beautiful  grade  for  this  issue— a 
half  eagle  that  is  more  often  seen  around  the  AU 
level . 3,195 


Rare  1913-S  Half  Eagle 


1913-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous,  attractive,  and  rare. 
A  very  pleasing  specimen  at  this  grade . 3,750 


Choice  1914  Indian  $5 


1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excellent  lustre  and 
choice  eye  appeal.  Nearly  impossible  to  locate 
better  than  this . 3,295 


Beautiful  1915  Half  Eagle 


1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 3,195 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

Scarce  and  Choice  1915-S  Half  Eagle 


1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous 
with  excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Among  the 
finest  certified  of  this  scarce  variety;  from  the  Bass 


Collection . 7,250 

1915- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 479 

1916- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 


$10  Gold  Eagles 

As  always,  our  emphasis  has  been  on  quality 
when  buying.  If  this  aspect  is  important  to  you,  order 
with  confidence  from  our  holdings,  as  your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  always  guaranteed  at  Bowers  and  Merena.  Our 
listing  begins  with  an  1848  and  goes  quickly  to  the 
classic  1858  rarity,  after  which  will  be  found  many 
other  interesting  and  rare  pieces  in  the  Liberty  Head 
series,  concluded  by  some  high-grade  Indian  eagles. 

Liberty  Gold  Eagles 

1848  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  appeal.  ...  475 


1852  EF-45  (PCGS) . 475 

1852  VF-35  (PCGS) . 375 

1853  EF-40  (PCGS) . 395 


Famous  1858  $10  Rarity 


1858  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  elusive  quality  of  the 
1858  was  realized  at  an  early  date,  and  after  1879, 
when  gold  coins  were  again  available  from  banks 
(following  a  hiatus  since  late  December  1861), 
sharp-eyed  tellers  were  alerted  to  watch  out  for 
this  date  — this  in  an  era  when  the  far  rarer  1870- 
CC  was  scarcely  noticed!  Today,  fewer  than  100 
specimens  are  known  to  exist,  this  despite  intense 
searching  for  examples  over  the  years.  In  terms  of 
fame,  the  1858  is  probably  the  most  acclaimed 
single  coin  in  the  Liberty  Head  $10  series,  as  re¬ 
flected  by  descriptions  in  old-time  catalogues. 
Today,  tradition  is  sometimes  ignored  (if  the  pur¬ 
chaser  of  this  coin  requests,  we  will  send  a  nice  file 
on  the  tradition  of  the  1858  $10) . 5,995 

The  William  Cutler  Atwater  Collection,  sold  by  B.  Max 
Mehl  in  J  une  1941,  included  a  1858  that  may  have  been  about 
the  grade  of  the  one  we  offer  here.  Mehl  described  his  Lot  1436: 

"1858.  While  this  great  rarity  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Atwater  as  Uncirculated,  and  while  I  feel  it  justifies  that 
description,  the  coin  shows  slight  handling  or  cabinet  friction 
on  obverse  field,  but  the  highest  portions  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse  hardly  show  the  slightest  wear.  It  has  almost  full  mint 
luster.  1  consider  this  $10  gold  piece  by  far  the  rarest  of  the 
series,  in  other  words,  the  rarest  U.S.  $10  gold  piece!  From 
carefully  compiled  records  which  I  have  maintained  of  all  the 
U.S.  gold  rarities  for  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years,  I 
realized  many  years  ago  that  here  was  a  coin  -  (the  1858  $10)  — 
which  few  collectors  recognized  its  truly  great  rarity  and 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  this  coin  was  not  bringing  the 
price  of  other  gold  eagles  of  much  less  rarity.  And  now,  after 
careful  research  and  comparison  with  other  rarities  of  this 
series,  I  find  that  my  theory  of  its  rarity  is  well  founded.  1  find 
that  certainly  no  more  than  probably  sixspecimens  are  known. 
In  fact  1  can  find  records  of  only  four  specimens  including  the 
one  in  the  U.S.  Mint  Collection.  Going  as  far  back  as  the 
Cleneay  and  Parmelee  sales  in  1890,  more  than  a  half  century 
ago,  I  find  that  these  great  collections,  as  well  as  later  collec¬ 
tions  of  equal  greatness,  such  as  the  Stickney,  Ten  Eyck,  and 
others,  which  were  almost  complete  in  all  of  the  United  States 
series  of  gold,  did  not  possess  a  specimen  of  this  coin.  The 
Colonel  Green  Collection,  which  was  probably  the  largest 
collection  as  well  as  accumulation  of  United  States  gold  coins 
ever  brought  together  by  one  collector,  possessed  only  one 
specimen  of  the  1858  $10,  although  it  contained  from  three  to 
a  dozen  specimens  of  other  rarities  of  this  series  The  Colonel 
Green  specimen  was  secured  from  me  from  the  Newcomer 
Collection.  The  John  Clapp  Collection  of  Washington,  which 
was  in  course  of  formation  for  more  than  fifty  years,  lacked 
this  coin,  although  it  was  practically  complete  Of  all  of  the 
221  different  dates,  mints  and  varieties  of  the  U.S.  $10  gold 
pieces,  minted  by  the  United  States  from  1795  to  1933,  the 
1858  Philadelphia  Mint  $10.00  $10  gold  piece  is  by  far  the 
rarest.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  here  that  a  specimen  sold 
at  auction  in  January  of  this  year  brought  $3,750  And  the 
purchaser  just  recently  informed  me  that  he  was  offered  $500 
profit  for  it." 
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Exceedingly  Rare  1865  Eagle 


1865  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exceedingly  rare  in 
any  high  grade,  especially  at  the  level  offered 
here.  Only  3,980  circulation  strikes  were  made. 
We  believe  that  only  40  to  60  exist  today,  and 
most  of  these  are  VF  and  EF.  A  classic  rarity  that 
will  be  a  treasured  addition  to  an  advanced  col¬ 
lection . 11,950 


Prooflike  AU  1869  S10 


1869  AU-58  (NGC).  Reflective  medium  yellow  gold 
surfaces  retain  most  of  their  natural  mint  lustre. 
Tiny  splash  of  coppery  toning  between  stars  7  and 
8  on  the  obverse.  This  is  a  very  appealing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  eagle  issue,  called  "very  rare  in 
any  condition"  by  David  Akers.  The  Mint  State 
Bass  coin,  which  Akers  calls  "by  far  the  best  I  have 
seen  and  likely  unique,"  is  in  the  Bass  Research 
Foundation  Collection  to  be  displayed  at  the 
ANA  Museum.  As  such,  this  coin  becomes  a  very 
desirable  commodity  for  the  specialist  intent  on 
forming  a  high-grade  collection  of  eagles.  11,750 

1870  Eagle  Rarity 

1870  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  warm  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  Exceedingly  rare  date . 2,575 


Highly  Important  1874-S  Eagle 


1874-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with  lots  of 
residual  mint  lustre  and  very  nice  eye  appeal.  Few 
of  the  mintage  of  10,000  pieces  from  San  Francisco 
this  year  survive  in  any  grade  and  David  Akers 
states  this  issue  is  "essentially  unavailable  in  AU 
or  Uncirculated  condition."  A  scattering  of  faint 
marks  do  nothing  to  detract  from  this  piece's  vi¬ 
sual  appeal.  Years  could  be  spent  idly  waiting  for 
another  specimen  of  even  comparable  quality, 


while  finding  a  specimen  finer  than  this  could  be 
an  impossible  task . 7,100 

Rare  1877-S  Eagle 


1877-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous.  A  rarity  in  just  about 
any  grade,  and  especially  elusive  in  the  high  qual¬ 


ity  offered  here,  as  most  are  VF  or  EF . 2,995 

1879  AU-58  (NGC) . 329 

1879-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 295 

1881  AU-55.  Brilliant . 225 

1886  MS-61  (PCGS) . 349 

1888-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 


Mint  State  1889  Eagle 


1889  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  only  about  25  to 
40  Mint  State  pieces  estimated  to  be  in  existence 
today  — certainly  a  small  figure  in  comparison  to 
the  great  demand  for  American  gold  coins.  3,450 


1889-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1893  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1893  MS-60  (PCGS) . 239 

1894-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 575 

1895  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1896  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  prooflike . 339 

1896- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1897- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 


Very  Choice  1898  Eagle 


1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  yellow  gold 
with  full  lustre.  Superb  eye  appeal,  in  fact,  one  of 
the  most  attractive  eagles  at  this  grade  level  we 


can  recall  seeing . 2,495 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lovely  satiny  surfaces . 895 

1899  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . ’. . 1,395 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 639 


1900-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces  exhibit 


attractive  olive  iridescence . t 

1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  As  is  tr 
of  other  gold  denominations,  with  the  $10  piei 
in  our  listing  you  have  a  beautiful  selection 
coins  of  hand-picked  quality  -  ideal  for  a  date 
or  for  a  type  collection.  Seldom  have  we  ever  h 


such  an  extensive  presentation . 9 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 5 

1901  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 3 

1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 9 

1901-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 5 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 5 


Satiny  1903  Eagle 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and  coppe 
gold  with  excellent  lustre  and  superb  eye  appe 
A  very  difficult  date  to  locate  in  this  grade;  in  fa 
PCGS  has  certified  only  one  piece  higher.  A  me 
pleasing  specimen,  with  enough  lustre  that  it  c; 
share  some  with  the  rest  of  your  collection 


eagles . 3,7' 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 61 


Amazing  1904  Eagle 


1904  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  medium  yellow  gold  su 
faces  resplendent  with  outstanding  mint  lustr 
Though  a  relatively  common  issue,  PCGS  has  ce 
tified  only  one  at  the  MS-66  level  and  one  spec 
men  finer.  For  those  who  demand  the  absolu 
finest,  as  did  Harry  Bass,  in  whose  collection  th 


specimen  formerly  resided . 12,75 

1904-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 


Gem  Proof  1905  Eagle 


1905  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  ol  tin 
issue.  Very  few  pieces  survive,  and  of  those  the 
do,  only  a  handful  can  match  this  gem.  A  wondei 
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ful  coin  for  the  gold  specialist  as  well  as  the  type 
set  collector . 35,750 


Condition  Rarity  1905-S  $10 


1905- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  coppery  lustre  on  satiny 

surfaces.  The  fact  that  there  were  no  Uncirculated 
specimens  of  this  date  in  the  Bass  Collection 
speaks  volumes  about  its  rarity . 4,750 

1906-D  Eagle  from  the  Bass  Collection 

1906- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Choice  eye  appeal  and  full 
unbroken  lustre.  An  impressive  specimen.  1,525 


Possible  Finest  Known  1906-0  $10 


1906-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  medium  yellow  gold 
with  lighter  peripheral  highlights  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  lustre.  Impeccable  eye  appeal  and  near  im¬ 
maculate  surfaces;  PCGS  has  certified  only  one 
other  piece  at  this  level  and  none  finer.  Remark¬ 
ably  beautiful  and  important  as  the  last  eagle 
minted  at  New  Orleans . 19,950 


Exceptional  1907-D  Eagle 

1907-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Unbroken  lustre  on  lovely 
satiny  surfaces.  The  last  Denver  Mint  Liberty 
eagle  is  very  difficult  to  find  in  Uncirculated  and 
almost  unknown  in  grades  higher  than  this;  in 
fact,  this  specimen  is  tied  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS.  Finer  than  the  coin  in  the  Bass  Collection 

* 

(how  often  do  you  hear  that?).  This  lovely  speci¬ 


men  can  be  yours  for . 2,695 

1907-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 


Indian  Gold  Eagles 

Beautiful  1907  No  Motto  Eagle 


1907  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and 


bright  medium  yellow  gold,  somewhat  mellowed 
in  areas.  Pleasing  and  choice  for  the  grade.  The 
No  Motto  Indian  $10  is  only  a  two  year  type,  cor¬ 
rected  with  addition  of  the  motto  after  wide¬ 
spread  public  outcry  and  a  media  frenzy.  A 
fascinating  chapter  in  our  coining  history  dis¬ 
played  in  a  really  premium  specimen . 3,175 

Choice  1910-D  $10 

191 0-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  1,595 
1911  Fair-2  (NGC).  OK,  so  we  spend  a  lot  of  time  telling 
you  how  great  most  of  our  coins  are.  Flow  this  one 
was  purchased  the  writer  does  not  know  —  perhaps 
it  came  along  with  a  collection.  It  is  positively  and 
absolutely  the  lowest  grade,  most  worn,  least  desirable 


1911  we  have  ever  seen!  So  there! . 285 

1911-D  EF-45  (NGC) . 865 


Gent  Mint  State  1926  Eagle 


1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  2,895 


1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 619 


Gem  1932  $10 


1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  collectible 


date  in  the  series . 2,995 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful . 995 


$20  Gold  Double  Eagles 

A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is  of¬ 
fered  for  your  collecting  satisfaction. 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold  pieces 
continues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent  low  prices  for 
gold  bullion,  these  large  gold  coins  have  been  "selling 
like  hotcakes"  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
not  only  our  distribution  of  1857-S  and  1856-S  $20 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America  and,  earlier,  treasures 
from  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan,  but  just  about  all  other 
issues  as  well. 

Scores  of  people  are  assembling  date  runs  or  se¬ 
quences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of  our 
customers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces,  finding  coins 
in  that  range  to  be  the  ideal  combination  of  quality 
and  value  received. 


Liberty  Double  Eagles 

1856- S  Several  grade  selections  are  available  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America  treasure.  See  our  special  list¬ 
ing  on  the  inside  front  cover  of  this  issue! 

1857- S  Same  comment  as  preceding. 


1860  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,350 

1860  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 


Lovely  Mint  State  1861  $20 


1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  choice  specimen. 
An  important  issue  for  the  type  or  date  collec¬ 
tor.  This  date  has  not  been  represented  in  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  two  discovered  gold  treasures  (the 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  and  the  S.S.  Central 


America) . 14,950 

1868-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 . 365 

1870-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 575 

1871  EF-45  (NGC) . 875 

1875-CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive . 750 

1875-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1877- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1878- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  599 

1878-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 

Collection." . 525 

1880  EF-45  (PCGS) . 525 

1883- S  EF-45  (PCGS) . 459 

1884- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainv  Dav 

Collection." . 1,025 

1884-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 

Collection." . 715 

1884-S  EF-45  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 439 

1889- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Pedigreed  to  the 

"Rainy  Day  Collection." . 429 

1890- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pedigreed  to  the  "Rainy  Day 

Collection." . 795 

1894- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 439 

1895- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1896- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 429 

1896- S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 419 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant . 419 

1897  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Pedigreed  to  the 

"Rainy  Day  Collection." . 409 

1897- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1  095 

1898- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1898- S  MS-61.  Brilliant .  495 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  925 

1899  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  495 

1899  AU-58  (PCGS) . 419 

1899- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS) . 

1900- SEF45 .  399 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Gem  1901  Double  Eagle 


1901  VIS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  a  raritv,  but  certainly 


a  worthwhile  addition  to  a  gem  type  set . 3,750 

1903  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 645 


Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 


1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Blazing  lustre.  A  superb  coin  that 


would  grace  any  type  set . 2,495 

1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 835 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 835 

1904  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1904  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 439 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Pedigreed  to  the 

"Rainy  Day  Collection." . 399 

1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 995 

1904-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 589 

1904-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1904-S  AU-55 .  389 

1904-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 419 

1906  AU-58  (PCGS) . ’’  595 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


Choice  Mint  State  1907-D  $20 
1907-D  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold 
with  full  unbroken  lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade 


and  very  pleasing . 3,995 

1907-S  Liberty.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 


Frank  S.  Writes 

Hi  Gail: 

I  received  the  MS-65  1921  Alabama 
2x2  commemorative  today  that  I  pur¬ 
chased  about  a  week  ago  and  am  quite 
pleased,  as  I  was  with  the  MS-65  Mon¬ 
roe  that  I  bought  a  couple  of  months 
ago.  The  quality  of  your  coins  is  well 
worth  the  price  I  look  forward  to  my 
next  purchase!  Thanks. 


Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 


Praiseworthy  Mint  State 
MCMVI1  High  Relief  Double  Eagle 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Fully  struck  and  lustrous  with  ideal 
medium  yellow  gold  surfaces.  One  of  the  most 
beautiful,  popular,  and  desirable  coins  in  the 
American  series  in  an  admirable  state  of  preser¬ 
vation.  If,  you  have  always  desired  a  spectacu¬ 
lar  specimen  of  this  coin,  perhaps  now  is  the 
hme . 15,950 


Another  Pleasing  Mint  State  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  yellow  gold  with  excel¬ 
lent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Well  struck  and  boldly 
detailed,  this  specimen  is  a  worthy  representation  of 
this  all-time  classic . 10,500 


A  Final  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  excellent  lustre 
for  the  grade.  Very  light  rub  on  the  high  points  - 
either  from  carriage  as  a  pocket  piece  by  a  Wash¬ 
ington  worthy  or  light  circulation.  That  a  coin  of 
the  magnificent  design  of  the  High  Relief  double 
eagle  was  released  into  circulation  rather  than 
being  reserved  merely  for  presentation  says  a 
great  deal  about  the  ideals  of  Theodore  Roosevelt 
and  his  favorite  sculptor,  Augustus  Saint- 


Gaudens . 791 

Gem  Arabic  Numeral  1907  $20 
1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-« 

(PCGS).  Rich  lustrous  medium  yellow  gold  wi 
rosy  and  pale  gold  highlights.  Bright  with  exct 
lent  eye  appeal.  A  choice  specimen  of  this  fir 
year  issue . 2,2^ 

1907  Saint  Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-f 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 9c. 


Magnificent  No  Motto  1908-D  $20 


1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  yellov 
gold  with  pale  light  green  highlights  and  out 
standing  lustre.  This  issue  is  scarce  in  all  grades 
but  downright  rare  in  anything  close  to  gem  Min 
State.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  graded  only  one  specimei 
finer,  a  single  MS-66  example.  As  such,  this  is  . 
piece  of  the  utmost  importance  to  both  the  typi 
collector  and  the  specialist  in  double  eagles.  It  i: 
among  the  finest  known  No  Motto  double  eagle- 
known  from  the  Denver  Mint  and  would  improve 
any  significant  holding  of  American  gold  coins. 


11,500 

1909  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79c 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  difficult  Philadelphia  Mini 

date  to  find  in  choice  condition . 695 


Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 


1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  in  gem  condi¬ 


tion . 2,795 

1911  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1911-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1912  MS-63 .  995 


Lovely  1913-D  Double  Eagle 
1913-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  the 
choice  lustre  of  a  higher-graded  specimen.  Bright 


and  full  of  eye  appeal . 1,575 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 
1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 
1914-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  455 
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Call  Debbie  McDonald,  credit  card  in  hand, 
send  us  a  fax  with  your  credit  card  information, 
or  mail  us  a  note  with  your  personal  check.  We  ll 
take  it  from  there. 

Special  Introductory  Price  on  Your 
First  Order 

Order  one,  two,  or  more  MS-63  double 
eagles  (dates  of  our  choice)  at  our  special 
introductory  price  of  just  $483  (list  price 
$499  or  more).  Then,  every  month  we  will 
automatically  send  you  another  coin  that 
you  need.  Your  coins  can  be  charged  to  your 
credit  card,  or  sent  for  inspection  (upon 
credit  approval),  or  you  can  pay  with  your 
personal  check. 

Special  Sign-Up  Bonus 

With  your  first  order  we 
will  send  you  a  copy  of 
Q.  David  Bowers’  award¬ 
winning  book,  United 
States  Gold  Coins:  An  Il¬ 
lustrated  History,  illus¬ 
trated  with  gems  from  the 
Eliasberg  Collection.  This 
deluxe  hardbound  volume,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated  including  color  plates,  lists  for  $37.95, 
but  is  yours  FREE.  It  is  the  standard  reference 
on  the  series.  In  fact,  when  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  James  Baker  wanted  to  learn  about 
American  gold  coins,  he  consulted  (and  quoted 
from)  this  same  book! 


United  States  Cold  Coins 
An  Uluitratetl  History 


Everyone  loves  gold  coins,  and  for  good  reason; 
they  are  at  once  beautiful,  impressive,  and  valu¬ 
able.  And,  gold  has  guided  the  financial  course  of 
civilization  for  many  centuries. 

The  good  news  is  that  within  the  American 
series,  beautiful  $20  pieces  designed  by  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  and  minted  from  1907  through 
1933,  include  many  very  affordable  coins.  In 
fact,  as  the  list  at  the  bottom  of  this  page  indi¬ 
cates,  there  are  32  different  varieties  that  can  be 
purchased  for  less  than  $1,000  in  Mint  State, 
some  for  much  less  (tentative  listing  based  upon 
today’s  market  valuations). 

We  invite  you  to  build  a  collection  of  affordable 
dates  and  mintmarks.  Each  coin  is  a  beautiful, 
lustrous  Mint  State  example  certified  by  PCGS 
or  NGC.  What  a  gorgeous,  impressive  collection 
this  will  make! 

Here  is  all  you  do: 

Decide  how  much  you’d  like  to  spend  each 
month  on  your  collection.  For  just  $500  (the 
minimum  we  recommend),  we  can  complete 
your  collection  with  pieces  ranging  in  grade 
from  MS-60  to  MS-63  (higher  grades  available 
upon  request).  Month  by  month,  your  golden 
collection  will  grow  before  your  eyes!  There  is 
no  obligation  to  continue,  and  you  can  end 
your  participation  at  any  time,  simply  by  let¬ 
ting  us  know  and  paying  any  balance  due.  Each 
coin  comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guaran¬ 
tee  of  satisfaction  (seven  days  for  certified 
coins).  And  each  coin  comes  to  you  with  a 
special  4%  member’s  discount. 

Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 
priced  at  less  than  $  1,000  in  Mint  State! 

1907  Arabic  numerals,  1908  No  Motto,  1908-D  No  Motto, 

1908  With  Motto,  1908-D  With  Motto,  1909,  1909-S,  1910, 
1910-D,  1910-S,  1911,  1911-D,  1911-S,  1912,  1913,  1913-D, 
1914,  1914-D,  1914-S,  1915,  1915-S,  1916-S,  1920,  1922, 
1922-S,  1923,  1923-D, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927,  1928 


Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection.  Simply 
decide  what  series  you  would  like  to  collect.  Then  let  Debbie 
hand  select  $2,500  list  price  in  coins  for  you  and  pay  only 
$2,250.  Or,  select  $5,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only 
$4,500.  Get  a  giant  leap  on  your  collection  by  ordering 
$10,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only  $9,000!!!  These 
special  offers  are  good  for  your  first  month's  selection  only. 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Gem  1915-S  Double  Eagle 
1^13-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  olive 


iridescence . 1,995 

1915-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  ...  695 
1915-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 


Frosty  and  Beautiful  1920  $20 


1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  upper  echelon 
specimen  of  the  1920  double  eagle,  a  date  which 
when  seen  is  usually  in  significantly  lower  grade. 


A  find  for  the  Saint-Gaudens  specialist . 3,495 

1922  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 519 

1922  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 429 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Superb  Gem  1924  $20 


1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,875 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 935 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 935 

1924  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1924  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 


Important  Mint  State  1925-D  $20 


1925-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  yellow  gold 
with  excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Mint  State 
specimens  of  this  date  are  scarce  and  avidly 
sought  after.  The  present  specimen  combines  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  and  an  above-average  strike  to  make  a 


very  attractive  presentation  to  the  enthusiast  of 


the  Saint-Gaudens  series . 5,150 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,098 

Superb  Gem  1927  Double  Eagle 

1927  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,895 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 93l 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Lustrous,  very  attractive.  579 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  . 579 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant  medium  yellow  and  olive-gold 

with  excellent  lustre . 499 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

1927  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 439 


Superb  1928  Double  Eagle 
1928  MS-66  (PCGS).  Elegant  cartwheel  lustre  and 
pale  rose  and  green  highlights  give  this  piece 
magnificent  visual  appeal.  A  perfect  specimen  for 
the  collector  who  wants  to  own  one  truly  spec¬ 


tacular  specimen  of  this  coinage . 1,895 

Gem  1928  Double  Eagle 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 935 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 439 


For  all  of  your  rare  coin  needs... 
visit:  www.bowersandmerena.com. 
Not  only  do  we  have  a  world-class 
staff  of  professionals  at  your  fin¬ 
gertips  by  phone,  we  also  have  one 
of  the  most  frequently  visited 
websites  in  cyberspace.  Hundreds 
of  thousands  of  coin  collectors, 
dealers,  and  other  numismatists 
visit  our  online  “office”  and  we 
invite  you  to  do  the  same. 


Bowers  ^Merena 


1882-SlibertyHairEeole 
1882-S  Liberty  Halt  Eagle  MS  6* 
(PCGS)  Bnibant  and  lustrous  with 
only  Quee  pieces  graded  higher  by 
PCr.S  Pnre  J  I  "95 


Interfiling  Article*  and  Columns  -  We invite youto  enioythese 
interesting  teal urei  from  one  ot  America  n  most  beloved  and  talented 
numrsmelic  wellers-O  C'avld  Bowen  and  other  guest  writers 


the  Coin  ClY  -  Have  a  question  sboU  corn’  As*  the  Cow  Guy 


About  Powers  and  Merooa  Vote  friends  n  l  he  Rare  C  oat 


For  a  limited  time... 
log  on  to  bowersandmerena.com 
and  take  advantage  of  a  free  trial 
subscription  offer,  the  best  value  of 
the  new  millennium! 


onsign  to  powers  and  Merene  or  tinuswood  Easy 
ructions  for  you  to  ro«2e  I  op  mark  el  pne  el  or  vote  cons 


AUCTI4 


\  ] 

1  Current  Auction  -Place  your  bids  online 

1  Current  Auction  News -News  releases  and  other  articles 

1  pertaining  to  i  heTOOiRfCiOl  auction  season 

1  Auction  Schedule  -Dales  and  locations  of  upcoming  auctions 

1  Auction  Aurhive  View  pnees  readied  from  past  Bowers  and 

1  Merenaand  Kmgswood  Com  auction* 

Coins  for  Pale -Avast  array  of  high  ouaWycowsm  pncerenaei  j 

Iromlens  of  dollarsto  hundreds  olthousands  of  dodarsmour eShop  1 
All  guaranteed  to  please  1 

DMftC  -DavidHallRareCoeMoffersspecialcedsefWceind/'Ai*  | 

Atvw  tti»w,  a  monthly  newsl  elf  er  1 

W*r»t  List  Service  -Wecenfndthose  species  her d-to-tmd coins  j 

lusftoryou  j 

BAM  Buu*  store  'wea!boo*i  el  ducoirt  on  es  J 
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Question  &  Answer  Forum 


QI  missed  bidding  in  your  Rarities 
Sale,  for  I  was  in  Europe 
when  the  catalogue  arrived 
and  did  not  return  until  af¬ 
ter  the  sale  was  over.  I  am 
becoming  very  interested  in 
Gold  Rush  coinage,  thanks 
mainly  to  what  you  have  writ¬ 
ten  and  to  the  viewing  of  the 
"Ship  of  Gold"  exhibit  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  last  summer. 

If  I  were  to  form  a  type 
set  of  gold  coins  that  were 
popular  in  California  in  the 
1850s,  do  you  have  any  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  what  it 
should  include?  What 
about  condition?  There  is 
something  romantic  about 
getting  worn  coins,  rather 
than  Mint  State  ones,  as  I 
can  dream  about  their  be¬ 
ing  used  in  poker  games 
and  Wild  West  shootouts! 

If  I  were  to  form  a  type  set, 
could  this  be  done  through  your 
Want  List  Program?  I  don't 
know  anything  about  such 
coins,  and  I  know  that  I  would 
get  fair  value  for  the  prices  paid.  — 

M.T. 


"want  list"  for  us  to  work  on.  I  would  also 
include  one  or  two  of  the  $50  "slugs"  for 
starters,  for  these  are  so  interesting  and 
historical. 

Having  been  immersed  in  the  Gold 
Rush  for  the  past  couple  years  — 
what  with  the  S.S.  Central  America 
coin  and  ingot  research  —  I  really 
enjoy  such  coins  myself.  It 
would  be  a  pleasure  to  help  you 
in  your  search. 

•  •  • 

FOLLOW  UP:  Denis 
W.  Loring  writes:  "An  ad¬ 
dendum  to  your  answer 
about  1839/ 6  cents  in  "Be¬ 
cause  You  Asked"  in  the 
November  13  issue  of  The 
/  Coin  Collector:  There  are  ex¬ 
actly  eight  known  specimens  of 
the  1839/6  cent  that  are  better  than 
VF.  One  is  MS,  two  AU,  and  six  EF. 
Four  of  these  are  in  one  West  Coast 
collection,  including  the  MS  and 
both  AUs!  Three  are  in  the 
s  ’  American  Numismatic  Society 
museum,  and  the  eighth  is  in  a 
Southern  collection.  No  wonder 
your  correspondent,  N.T.,  can't 
find  an  EF. 


A  My  recommendation  would  be  to 
scan  the  section  in  the  Guide  Book  that 
deals  with  California  gold  coins  and  then 
formulate  approximate  guidelines.  The 
first  known  coin  is  the  1849  $5  by  Norris, 
Gregg  &  Norris,  of  Benicia  City  (but  with  a 
San  Francisco  imprint).  A  "nice"  example 
will  cost  from  a  few  thousand  dollars  on 
up.  Beyond  that,  the  Guide  Book  will  give 
you  ideas. 

I  think  it  best  to  pick  out  a  dozen  or  so 
of  the  less  expensive  pieces,  set  a  grading 
guideline  of  EF  to  AU,  and  send  your 


QWhat  is  "oroide"  alloy?  I  under 
stand  it  was  once  used  for  American 
coinage,  but  I  can  find  no  mention  of  it  any¬ 
where.  If  it  was  used,  I  want  to  learn  more 


We  invite  renders  to  submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect  of  American 
numismatics.  All  will  be  answered 
privately  by  Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff  and  selected  questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


as  I  am  making  an  exhibit  set  of  coins  and 
the  metals  used  in  them.  —  T.A.T. 

A  Oroide  is  a  brassy-appearing  alloy  of 
copper,  mixed  with  tin,  that  achieved 
fleeting  popularity  in  the  1860s,  when  it 
was  widely  advertised  for  use  in  cheap 
pens,  watch  cases,  and  like  articles.  The 
metal  was  intended  to  simulate  gold,  but 
at  a  low  cost.  "Oro"  is  the  Spanish  word 
for  gold.  At  the  Mint,  Indian  cent  patterns 
were  made  in  oroide,  in  small  numbers 
and  often  with  circulation  strike  (not  Proof) 
finish,  and  were  not  restruck  for  collectors. 

Varieties  are  dated  1863  and  1864. 

•  •  • 

Q  Someone  told  me  that  you  might 
know  the  answer  to  this:  I  have  a 
trade  card  imprinted  with  the  name  of  F. 
Blazy,  New  York  City,  a  coin  dealer.  Have 
you  ever  heard  of  him?  Also,  do  you  think 
there  would  be  a  market  for  a  computer¬ 
ized  listing  of  all  professional  coin  dealers, 
past  and  present?  If  so,  would  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild  have  a  list  to 
get  me  started?  —  A.C. 

AF.  Blazy,  also  in  print  as  M.F.  Blazy, 
was  a  small-time  coin  dealer  and 
trader  at  56  Ninth  Avenue,  New  York  City, 
and  was  active  circa  1880-1883.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  1882,  Ed  Frossard  published  this  un¬ 
der  "Numismatic  Gossip"  in  his  house  or¬ 
gan,  Numisrna:  "Mr.  Max  Heilbronner  has 
compiled,  and  Mr.  M.F.  Blazy,  56  Ninth 
Ave.,  New  York,  published  an  1883  re¬ 
vised  and  very  full  list  of  American  gold, 
silver,  and  copper  coins,  to  which  are 
added  notes  explanatory  of  the  terms,  etc. 
of  the  coin  trade."  1  have  never  seen  a 
copy  of  this  list.  Good  sources  to  try  are 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  library 
in  New  York  City  and  Remy  Bourne,  the 
Minneapolis  specialist  in  out-of-print  nu¬ 
mismatic  literature. 
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Max  Heilbronner  was  a  collector  and 
part-time  dealer  in  rare  coins  in  the  early 
1880s  and  was  located  at.  310  W.  4th  Street, 
New  York  City. 

1  imagine  that  the  market  for  such  a  list¬ 
ing  would  be  small  — as  while  historical  in¬ 
formation  of  this  type  is  quite  interesting 
to  me  and  a  few  hundred  others,  I  doubt  if 
the  circle  of  potential  book  buyers  would 
be  much  wider  than  that.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  a  basic  data  base  would  be  use¬ 
ful  for  inquiries  such  as  the  one  you  sub¬ 
mitted. 

1  am  not  aware  that  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  has  any  orderly  com¬ 
pilation  of  historical  data  on  dealers  other 
than  its  own  members,  listings  of  which 
can  be  found  in  PNG  directories  and  ad¬ 
vertisements  since  the  1950s. 

•  •  • 

QI  just  bought  a  complete  run  ofyour 
auction  catalogues  and  Rare  Coin 
Reviews  from  1983  to  1997.  As  I  was  not  a 
customer  of  yours  in  those  years,  I  have 
enjoyed  reading  them  to  catch  up  on 
what  I  have  missed.  It  has  been  very  en¬ 
joyable.  I  can  see  why  your  customers  are 
so  loyal  — you  and  your  staff  do  a  lot  to 
instill  confidence  and  to  make  coin  col¬ 
lecting  interesting.  I  do  have  a  question: 
How  rare  are  your  Clifford  Collection 
catalogues  of  1982,  and  do  you  have  any 
idea  what  the  value  is  today?  —  L.S. 

A  Several  thousand  or  more  were  origi¬ 
nally  mailed  out.  As  this  particular 
catalogue  has  been  highly  prized  for  its  in¬ 
formation  on  California  gold  coins,  pat¬ 
terns,  and  related  items  — and  is  from  one 
of  the  greatest  collections  of  Californiana 
ever  dispersed  — it  has  been  in  special  de¬ 
mand.  I  imagine  that  a  nice  copy  would 
cost  you  $20  to  $30  or  so,  but  we  do  not 
have  one  for  sale,  so  my  estimate  will  be 
secondary  to  any  real  prices  you  obtain 
from  people  actually  offering  copies. 

I  am  sending  you  a  Xerox  copy  of  the 
advertisements  in  the  most  recent  issue  of 
The  Asylum,  journal  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society,  and  you  might  write 
to  some  of  the  advertisers.  Or,  you  might 
be  able  to  find  one  on  the  Internet.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  they  are  not  all  that  rare. 


QOver  the  years  I  have  collected  hun¬ 
dreds  of  numismatic  auction  cata¬ 
logues  dating  back  to  the  mid  1800s.  Of 
the  hundreds  of  catalogues  that  I  have 
studied  yours  are  without  question  the 
finest,  not  only  for  the  quality  of  the  cata¬ 
logue  itself,  but  also  for  the  incredible 
knowledge  that  you  share.  I  have  learned 
more  about  rare  coins  from  your  cata¬ 
logues  than  from  any  other  source.  I  re¬ 
cently  inventoried  my  collection  and 
came  across  two  copies  of  the  Roy  Harte 
Collection  offered  by  you  in  1977.  As  you 
will  note  from  the  attached  picture,  the 
catalogues  are  identical  except  that  one 
does  not  have  the  coins  pictured  on  the 
cover.  Instead  it  just  has  white  circles 
where  the  picture  should  be.  Do  you  by 
chance  remember  any  other  "printing  er¬ 
ror"  copies  of  the  Harte  Collection  cata¬ 
logue  getting  out  to  the  public?  Do  you 
think  that  the  "error"  copy  is  a  rarity?  I 
would  really  appreciate  any  information 
that  you  could  provide.  Thank  you  so 
very  much  and  keep  up  the  good  work. 
You  are  a  gem!  —  J.M. 

A  This  is  a  new  one  on  me!  It  seems  that 
when  the  printer  created  the  four- 
color  color  coin  pictures  for  the  cover, 
they  were  "dropped  in"  the  circular  white 
spaces  left  blank  on  the  solid  brown  cover, 
the  background  of  which  was  printed 
first.  On  your  copy  the  press  run-through 
to  add  the  color  photos  apparently  was 
skipped! 

I  don't  know  how  many  covers  "up" 
were  created  by  American  Offset  Printers, 
Los  Angeles,  who  printed  for  us  at  the 
time,  but  I  would  guess  that  four  or  eight 
at  a  time  were  run  — which  means  that 
some  others  must  have  been  made  and  dis¬ 
tributed.  But,  I  have  never  heard  of  one. 

Whether  your  catalogue  is  "valuable" 
or  not  I  have  no  clue.  I  do  remember  the 
anecdote  told  by  the  late  Richard  S.  Yeo¬ 
man,  editor  of  the  Guide  Book.  It  seems 
that  at  a  convention  a  collector  came  up  to 
him  with  a  defective  copy  and  said  some¬ 
thing  like  this:  "Mr.  Yeoman,  1  must  show 
you  this.  The  cover  was  put  on  upside 
down."  Yeoman,  a  bit  embarrassed,  has¬ 
tened  to  reply:  "I'm  so  sorry.  1  will  replace 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


it  immediately."  The  owner  then  rejoined, 
"Oh  no!  I've  been  offered  two  hundred 
dollars  for  it!" 

•  •  • 

QI  enjoy  collecting  Washington 
tokens  and  medals  and  use  the  new 
Rulau-Fuld  book  as  a  guide.  I  have  a 
question:  This  book  and  others  have  to 
do  with  coins,  tokens,  and  medals  with 
the  portrait  of  Washington.  What  about 
tokens  that  mention  Washington  but  do 
not  show  his  portrait.  Also,  the  book 
shows  some  tokens  with  Washington  stat¬ 
ues,  which  are  indirect  portraits  I  imag¬ 
ine,  but  what  about  tokens  of  other  Wash¬ 
ington  civic  structures,  such  as  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Monument  in  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia?  What  about  tokens  that  have 
Washington  as  part  of  a  business  title, 
such  as  the  Washington  House  at  the  foot 
of  Broadway  in  New  York  City?  —  A.M.C. 

A  There  tire  no  hard  and  fast  rules  for 
collecting  Washingtoniana.  The  tra¬ 
ditional  limitation  to  portraits,  by 
Snowden,  Baker,  Fuld,  Rulau,  and  others, 
is  certainly  a  simple  cutting-off  point  to 
avoid  all  sorts  of  Washington  items  that 
may  not  have  to  do  with  the  Father  of 
Our  Country  at  all,  or  only  indirectly.  As 
an  example  of  the  last,  a  medal  depicting 
the  Washington  State  Capitol  in  Olym¬ 
pia,  WA,  would  not  be  suitable  for  a  cabi¬ 
net  of  Washingtoniana.  What  is  and  what 
is  not  is,  perhaps,  left  to  individual  pref¬ 
erence. 

There  are  other  preferences  within  the 
portrait  series.  Wayte  Raymond  used  a 
cut-off  date  of  1834  in  his  Early  Medals  of 
Washington  monograph  (1941),  the  Guide 
Book  ofU.S.  Coins  uses  a  terminal  date  of 
1795,  some  collectors  stop  with  the  Civil 
War,  or  the  1876  Centennial,  or  the  1889 
centennial  of  Washington's  inauguration. 
Personally,  if  I  were  collecting  Washing¬ 
ton  pieces  I  would  go  up  through  the 
1870s,  but  not  later. 

The  general  era  1859-1860  is  a  rich 
hunting  ground  for  Washington  tokens 
and  medals,  when  such  pieces  were  the 
sensation  of  the  numismatic  hobby. 
Civil  War  tokens  featuring  Washington, 
mostly  dated  1863,  can  also  be  an  inter¬ 
esting  subset. 


74 


March-April  200 t/Rarc  Com  Review  *140 


cA - 

Commemorative  Coins 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We've  been  busy  buying  commemoratives!  We 
firmly  believe  that  nearly  all  of  the  early  1892-1954 
issues  are  incredibly  inexpensive  in  today's  market¬ 
place— in  many  instances  selling  for  less  than  they 
did  decades  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and  con¬ 
sider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the  "classic" 
era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  market  has  been  slow 
and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  op¬ 
portunity,  and  we've  been  writing  checks  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American  coins,  few 
if  any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for  their  his¬ 
torical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is 
laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful 
Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces, 
can  be  purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes 
well  under- certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T.  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are  prime 
examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have  come 
to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the  right  time. 
If  you  don't  have  anything  special  in  mind,  we  sug¬ 
gest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which  consists  of  48 
different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella 
quarter  and  1900  Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of 
50  coins.  Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  is¬ 
sues  for  your  selection. 

In  our  opinion  the  following  listing  is  one  of  the 
highest  quality  presentations  ever!  You'll  be  delighted! 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 829 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims . 679 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  595 
1893  Isabella  quarter .  AU-55 . 475 


Order  it  Today ,  Enjoy  it  Tomorrow! 

Take  advantage  of  overnight  deliv¬ 
ery  by  FedEx.  Just  ask  Gail  or  Debbie 
when  you  place  your  order.  This  service 
is  free  for  orders  over  $500,  and  only  $10 
for  orders  less  than  that  amount. 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
Fantastic  Toning 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fantas¬ 
tic  coin  with  gorgeous  lightly  toned  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  highlighted  with  a  halo  of  gold  and  blue 
peripheral  toning— a  virtual  numismatic  art  dis¬ 
play!  You  could  survey  100  different  specimens 
offered  for  sale  at  the  MS-65  level  and  not  find  a 
single  piece  that  will  match  the  eye  appeal  of  this. 
A  very  special  opportunity  to  acquire  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  examples  of  this  key  commemora¬ 
tive  that  we  have  ever  handled . 12,950 


Lustrous  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  One  of  the  top  dozen  or  two  we've 
had  in  stock  in  recent  years  — and  as  we  are 
known  for  our  love  of  commemoratives,  this  is 

quite  a  statement! . 10,500 

1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces . 995 

TRADITION  Ever  since  1953  we  have  been  doing  what 
we  do  best— carefully  buying  choice,  rare,  and  desirable  coins, 
pricing  them  to  be  good  values,  and  offering  them  to  dedicated 
numismatists.  Along  the  way  we  have  helped  build  most  of 
the  "great"  collections  formed  during  the  late  20lh  century,  and 
many  thousands  of  smaller  holdings.  All  of  this  has  been  very 
enjoyable  for  us.  And,  we  like  to  think  that  it  has  been  equally 
enjoyable  for  our  clients. 


Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 


1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of 
the  scarcer  half  dollars  in  this  grade  category. 
Most  Alabama  specimens  show  light  wear  or  are 

in  lower  Mint  State  levels . 2,695 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  850 


Marvelous  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  truly  remarkable  coin,  a  piece  that  will  be 
a  highlight  of  even  the  most  advanced  commemo¬ 
rative  cabinet . 6,350 


Remarkable  Alabama  2X2  501 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant. ...  2,795 
1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  1  us- 
trous  and  attractive.  A  lot  of  value  awaits  you  in 

the  MS-64  grade . 1,050 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1936  Albany.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  A 
very  popular  coin,  and  one  with  an  interesting 
story.  The  artist,  Gertrude  Lathrop,  kept  a  live  bea¬ 
ver  in  her  studio  while  modeling  this  coin  5~5 
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R3t>  Albany.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 349 

1936  Albanv.  MS-M  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

193t>  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning. ...  269 

1936  Albany.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

Superb  Gem  1937  Antietam 

1937  Antietam.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,550 


1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1937  Antietam.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 


1938  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  191 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Check 

the  low  mintage  on  this  issue  and  then  the  reason¬ 
able  price . 319 


Remembrance  of  Helen  Carmody-Lebo 


In  January,  we  were  all  saddened  to 
read  this  news  item  from  the  American 
Numismatic  Association: 

Helen  Carmody-Lebo,  immediate 
past  vice  president  of  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  (ANA),  died  in  an 
apartment  fire  today  in  Huntington 
Beach,  California.  Her  husband,  Jerry 
Lebo,  was  at  their  other  home  in  Indiana 
at  the  time  of  the  fire.  Arrangements  for  a 
memorial  service  are  pending. 

"The  numismatic  hobby  and  the 
ANA  lost  a  great  friend  today,"  says 
ANA  President  H.  Robert  Campbell. 
"To  know  anything  about  this  hobby 
and  its  spirit  is  to  know  Helen  and  what 
she  did  for  us  all.  On  behalf  of  the 
30,000  members  of  the  ANA,  I  express 
our  deepest  condolences  to  Jerry, 
Helen's  mother  and  her  brother.  She 
was  a  loyal  friend  to  everyone  and  will 
be  remembered  always." 

Carmody-Lebo,  62,  was  first  elected  to 
the  ANA  Board  of  Governors  in  1993  and 
served  three  terms  before  being  elected 
vice  president  in  1999.  Last  August, 
Carmody-Lebo  stepped  down  from  the 
Board,  citing  health  reasons.  According  to 
friends,  her  health  was  improving  and 
she  was  beginning  to  resume  some  of  her 
activities. 

Joining  the  ANA  in  1983,  Carmody- 
Lebo  was  Life  Member  3170.  Her  formal 
introduction  to  numismatics  was  through 
her  first  husband,  Don  Carmody,  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  gregarious  coin  dealer.  He  died 
on  October  2, 1994.  She  was  a  founding 
member  of  Women  in  Numismatics  and 
the  Society  of  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins;  she  served  the  latter  as  president 
and  editor  of  its  award-winning  journal, 
The  Commemorative  Trail. 

Carmody-Lebo  was  involved  in  many 
facets  of  the  hobby,  holding  membership 
in  more  than  20  national,  regional  and 
California  state  organizations.  She  was  a 
life  member  of  the  Professional  Numis¬ 


matists  Guild,  Florida  United  Numismatists, 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society  and  the 
Society  of  International  Numismatics.  She 
also  served  as  a  judge  for  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  and  was  an  acknowledged 
authority  in  the  field  of  U.S.  commemorative 
coins,  on  which  she 
wrote  a  book.  For  many 
years,  she  was  a  familiar 
sight  at  the  Long  Beach 
Coin  and  Stamp  Expo, 
helping  collectors  and 
dealers  at  the  informa¬ 
tion  desk. 

An  ANA  regional  co¬ 
ordinator  for  many 
years,  Carmody-Lebo 
was  the  first  recipient  of 
the  Association's  Out¬ 
standing  Regional  Coor¬ 
dinator  award  for  her 
service  in  that  area  in 
1994.  She  received  the 
ANA's  Glenn  Smedley 
Memorial  Award  in  1990 
and  the  Association's 
second  highest  honor, 
the  Medal  of  Merit,  in  1991.  That  same  year, 
she  was  named  a  Numismatic  Ambassador 
by  the  weekly  hobby  publication  Numismatic 
News. 

In  1987  and  1988,  Carmody-Lebo  struck 
United  States  Constitution  and  Olympic 
commemorative  coins  at  the  United  States 
Mint  in  Philadelphia.  She  took  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  the  design  of  the  California  com¬ 
memorative  quarter,  which  will  be  issued  in 
2005  as  part  of  the  Mint's  50  State  Quarters 
Program. 

Born  in  Connecticut  in  February  1938, 
Carmody-Lebo  graduated  from  Naugatuck 
High  School,  where  she  was  a  member  of  the 
National  Honor  Society,  and  from  the 
Katharine  Gibbs  School.  She  then  attended 
the  University  of  Connecticut  and  later  pur¬ 
sued  a  career  in  television,  working  for  CBS 
President  Frank  Stanton  before  working  in 
entertainment  law.  She  married  numismatist 


Jerry  Lebo  in  December  1998.  In  addition 
to  her  husband,  Carmody-Lebo  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  mother,  Bea  Lenskey  of 
Huntington  Beach,  California;  and  her 
brother,  Donald  Lenskey  of  Gladwin, 
Michigan. 

In  biographical 
information  she  sup¬ 
plied  the  ANA  in 
1995,  Carmody-Lebo 
said,  "The  contribu¬ 
tion  for  which  I'd 
most  like  to  be  re¬ 
membered?  I  always 
did  my  utmost  to  ben¬ 
efit  my  fellow  hobby¬ 
ists.  The  riches  I  have 
gained  have  been  im¬ 
measurable;  not  just 
in  the  acquisition  of 
items  but  in  the  price¬ 
less  circle  of  friends 
on  whom  I  can  rely  in 
even  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  times." 

To  the  preceding 
we  add  sympathy  and  condolences  to  her 
husband  and  family  from  everyone  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  Helen  was 
our  fine  friend  for  many  years,  and  it  was 
always  a  pleasure  to  see  or  communicate 
with  her. 

While  her  energetic  spirit  pervaded 
everything  she  did,  and  everyone  ben¬ 
efited  from  it,  collectors  and  historians  in 
the  commemorative  series  in  particular 
will  realize  that  her  contributions  in  that 
field  were  almost  beyond  calculation.  The 
Commemorative  Trail  will  stand  as  a  per¬ 
manent  record  of  her  accomplishments. 
For  years  she  gathered  news,  reprinted 
old-time  information,  and  added  other 
interesting  things  that  made  The  Com¬ 
memorative  Trail  one  of  the  finest  special 
interest  group  publications. 
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1939  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 239 

1939-D  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1939-D  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  pleas¬ 
ing  peripheral  toning  of  amber  and  rose.  Very  low 

mintage . 319 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  bril¬ 
liant . 595 

1934  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1934  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1935  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

amber  peripheral  toning . 139 

1935-D  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1935-S.  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Only  2,000  of  these  were  distributed,  creat¬ 
ing  a  notable  rarity  at  the  time  of  issue.  Since  then 
the  rarity  has  increased  as  specimens  have  be¬ 
come  lost,  strayed,  or  damaged.  The  commemo¬ 
rative  market  is  enticingly  low  at  the  moment, 
creating  opportunities  that  haven't  been  seen  in 
years!  What  possibilities  await  you! . 579 

Pleasing  1935-S  Boone  with  Date  Added 
1935-S  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  nice  subdued  lustre  and  good  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Only  2,004  struck,  few  of  which  survived  in 


this  state . 1,950 

1936  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1936-D  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1936-S  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and 

rare . 435 


Outstanding  Gem  1938-D  Boone  50<t 


pvmi. 


1938-D  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  light  iridescence  and  immaculate  surfaces.  A 

spectacular  specimen  of  the  issue . 2,195 

1938-D  Boone.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  attractive  but  subtle  toning  around  the  pe¬ 
riphery . 1,050 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 585 

We  always  try  to  keep  a  nice  selection  of  Bridgeports  on 
hand;  its  popularity  is  perhaps  due  to  its  unusual  combination 
of  temporal  designs:  the  great  showman  who  flourished  in  the 
mid-19th  century  juxtaposed  by  a  1930s  Art  Deco  eagle. 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1925-S  California  Jubilee.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This 
was  B.  Max  Mehl's  favorite  commemorative  de¬ 
sign  when  he  wrote  a  booklet  about  the  series  in 

1937 .  309 

1925-S  California  Jubilee.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 185 


1925-S  California  Jubilee.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  129 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1952-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 65 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Nice  lustrous  gray  and 
gold . 229 


Distributed  by  Thomas  G.  Melish,  who  also  distributed 
the  1936  Cincinnati  half  dollars.  Although  the  half  dollars 
pertained  to  Cleveland,  distribution  was  from  Melish's  Cin¬ 
cinnati  office  over  200  miles  away  at  the  Kentucky  border. 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excel¬ 


lent  lustre . 229 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 339 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deep  amber  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 339 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned. .  850 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1892  Columbian.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 22 


Superb  Gem  1893  Columbian  Half  Dollar 


1893  Columbian.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  with 

amber  peripheral  toning . 2,495 

1893  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  mottled 
iridescent  shades  of  blue,  rose,  and  olive,  likely 
from  long-term  storage  in  the  original  leather 


pouches  in  which  these  coins  were  sold . 1,025 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 


Impressive  and  Choice  1936  Elgin  50<t 
1936  Elgin.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  1,475 

Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary  that  had  already 
taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of  this  issue  went 
toward  the  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to  this  day  has  not 


been  erected. 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 425 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 


Select  Gem  1922  Grant  50<t 
1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Remarkable  qual¬ 
ity  for  this  early  commemorative  issue . 1,895 

1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  at  all 
easy  to  find  at  the  gem  level.  Probably  95%  or 
more  of  known  specimens  are  in  grades  below 
this . 1,095 


1922  Grant.  Plain.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces . 125 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
rare . 1,175 

The  star  had  no  historical  or  other  meaning  except  to 
create  a  different  variety.  In  Mint  State  this  is  the  rarest 
commemorative  half  dollar  today. 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-50.  Light  golden  surfaces  The 
hardest  to  find  basic  design  type  of  the  1892-1954 


commemorative  half  dollar  series . 1,150 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  subtle 
champagne  iridescence  and  outstanding  lustre  for 

the  grade . 825 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 


1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  499 
1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  115 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 


1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 


Impressive  1936  Lynchburg  50C 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  lustre  and  immaculate  surfaces.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  this  issue  that  would  never 


require  upgrading . 1,575 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces . 185 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 


Originally  envisioned  to  circulate  at  face  value  to  promote 
Maine;  one  of  two  commemorati  ves  of  this  state  (1936 Y  ork  County' 
is  the  other).  It  is  not  known  who  designed  this  coin,  although 
Anthony  de  Francisd  prepared  the  models  from  the  design. 

1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  gray 
iridescence.  Excellent  unbroken  lustre  and  superb 

eye  appeal . 1,050 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63 . 149 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 149 


Gem  1921  Missouri 


1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
toning  encircled  with  deep  orange  at  the  rims 
with  a  hint  of  blue.  One  of  the  most  beautiful 
specimens  we  have  ever  seen — a  very  meaningful 
statement  as  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
have  had  far  more  than  our  share  of  beautiful 
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commemora fives  over  the  years! . 6,500 

1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  729 


Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  frosty. 
Reallv  a  nice  specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  difficult 
to  obtain  so  choice  (although  it  is  very  common  in 
much  lower  grades) . 2,950 

This  may  be  the  ugliest  of  the  early  commemorative 
designs  — but  is  necessary  to  have  as  a  foil  or  contrast  to  other 
designs,  which  by  definition  are  nicer. 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant.  995 

In  1905-6  George  M.  Cohan's  hit  song, "  Forty-Five  Minutes 
from  Broadway",  made  fun  of  this  town,  much  to  the  displea¬ 
sure  of  those  who  lived  there.  Today,  New  Rochelle  appreci¬ 
ates  the  distinction,  and  there  is  a  sign  to  this  effect  on  the 
platform  of  the  commuter  rail  station. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims . 595 

The  issuers  made  much  of  the  fact  that  the  British  crown 
was  depicted  on  this,  an  American  coin;  this  coin  was  dated 
1936  despite  the  fact  that  it  was  not  authorized  by  Congress 
until  1937;  this  coin  bears  five  dates  as  part  of  the  design,  none 
of  which  is  the  date  of  mintage. 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 479 

1925  Norse- American  medal.  Thick.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  While  not  properly  a  coin, 
this  medal  was  struck  at  U.S.  Mint  after  congres¬ 
sional  authorization  for  an  issue  in  silver  and 
gold.  James  Earle  Fraser,  half  of  the  greatest  en¬ 
graving  couple  in  history  and  author  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  obverse  and  reverse,  designed  the 
medal  and  accomplished  the  dies.  Many  com¬ 
memorative  collectors  include  these  medals  in 
their  sets.  Very  interesting  and  difficult  to  locate 


this  nice . 445 

1925  Norse-American  medal.  Thick.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Pewter  gray  with  amber  iridescence . 239 

1926  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 595 


This  issue  commemorates  no  particular  date  anniver¬ 
sary  (such  as  50th,  100th,  etc.);  this  was  the  first  of  the 
extended  series  of  commemoratives  that  were  considered 
exploitative  by  collectors.  However,  in  this  instance,  collec¬ 
tors  have  enjoyed  the  experience.  A  few  years  ago  members 
of  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  voted  this  as 
their  favorite  design  In  1999  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  an¬ 
nounced  that  a  plaque  with  this  design  would  be  among 
those  put  on  the  facade  of  its  new  headquarters  being  built  in 


Washington. 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1928  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,275 


1928  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  just  bought 


a  little  cache  of  these  -  each  one  hand-selected  for 
quality.  If  you  would  like  to  buy  five  pieces, 
take  a  5%  discount  from  our  single-coin  price 


of,  each . 395 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  iridescent 
surfaces.  Distributed  at  the  Century  of  Progress 

Exposition  held  in  Chicago  this  year . 775 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 455 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned. ..  795 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1936  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 136 

1936  Oregon.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 139 

1936-S  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 419 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 265 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 199 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 145 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 


1939  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lovely 
gold  highlights  at  the  peripheries  which  gives  the 
reverse  sunset  an  appearance  of  Technicolor  real¬ 
ism.  No  impairments  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
This  is  an  impressive  specimen  from  the  last  year 
of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  popular 

commemoratives . 950 

1939  Oregon.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Check  out  the  low  mintage  on  this  issue . 549 

Superb  Gem  1939-D  Oregon  Half  Dollar 
1939-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Incredibly 

low  mintage! . 1,695 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  final  de¬ 
sirable  Oregon  half  dollar . 439 

Low  mintage  alert!  (Look  it  up) 


Superb  Gem  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
beautiful.  One  of  the  nicest  we've  ever  seen!  A 
very  historic  issue,  produced  to  commemorate  the 
opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  (in  1914)  and  the 
rebirth  of  San  Francisco  after  the  earthquake  and 
fire  of  1906 . 4,250 

Originally,  it  was  hoped  to  bring  a  steam-powered  coin¬ 
ing  press  to  the  Exposition  grounds  to  strike  commemorative 
halves  on  the  spot,  but  this  proved  unfeasible. 


Gem  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
tinges  of  light  gold.  A  very  attractive  specimen, 
which  incidentally  has  a  repunched  mintmark  far 
north  (Breen-7432).  Difficult  to  find  so  choice.3,150 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 

classic . 1,425 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.675 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  iri¬ 
descent  colors . 675 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Soft 

mottled  tones  of  orange  and  silver-blue . 575 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  rose 
surfaces . 575 

Superb  Gem  1920  Pilgrim  Half  Dollar 
1920  Pilgrim.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  rose  surfaces. .  1,595 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  fully  lus¬ 

trous  with  subtle  color.  The  mintage  is  but  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  that  of  its  1920-dated  counterpart . 745 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nice  silver 

gray . 229 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  gold  on  the  surfaces . 79 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

The  bizarre  looking  collar  Ralegh  (as  he  himself  most 
frequently  spelled  his  name)  sports  on  this  commemorative  is 
called  a  ruff,  a  word  whose  etymology  is  thought  to  descend 
from  the  word  ruffle.  They  were  principally  sewn  of  lace  or 
muslin  and  worn  heavily  starched  throughout  the  16,h  and  17“' 
centuries.  William  the  Silent  also  wears  one  on  the  1924 


Huguenot-Walloon  half  dollar. 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 109 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1935-SSan  Diego.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1935-SSan  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1935- SSan  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 7d 
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1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  125 

Superb  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar 


'  *  I 


1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 
surfaces.  One  of  the  key  issues  for  a  commemora¬ 
tive  type  set.  Only  10,000  were  minted . 2,975 

The  Spanish  Trail  half  dollar  features  one  of  the  most 
simple  and  poignant  designs  in  the  commemorative  series, 
designed  by  L.W.  Hoffecker,  who  went  on  to  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 

Superb  Gem  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 1,525 

Beautiful  1935  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

surfaces . 1,525 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  1,275 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  toning  and 

superb  lustre . 1,275 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  1,145 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  light 

golden  surfaces . 1,145 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 
just  a  touch  of  light  reverse  toning,  typical  for  this 

issue  released  on  cardboard  backing  flats . 225 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 45 

1935  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

amber  peripheral  toning . 129 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1935- S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1936  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1936- D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 169 

1936- S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1937  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1937  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1937- D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silvery  gray 

with  mottled  amber  and  coffee-colored  toning 
dominating  on  the  well  struck  reverse . 169 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1937-S Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces....  129 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1938  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 309 

1938  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1938- D  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 


1938-D  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne.  329 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1938-S  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  center  with 

a  halo  of  amber  at  the  rims . 399 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold . 179 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 155 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 21 

1947- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49 

1948- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 475 

1950  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 585 

1950- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1951- D  Booker  T.  Washington  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 425 

1951  B.T.W.  Ms-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1951-D  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1951-S  B.T.W.  Ms-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 875 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  superb 

lustre . 259 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1936  York.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 179 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 


The  popularity  of  commemorative  gold  issues 
from  the  classic  era  — 1903  to  1926  — is  growing 
steadily.  This  exciting  series  consists  of  just  13  differ¬ 
ent  date  and  type  combinations,  some  of  them  highly 
affordable,  and  some  of  extreme  rarity.  There  is  no 
better  time  than  the  present  to  begin,  or  add  to,  a  col¬ 
lection  of  these  popular  issues. 

Charming  Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  Plain.  MS-65.  (PCGS).  Very 
nice  lustre.  Only  5,000  were  struck.  A  splendid 
specimen  with  a  tremendous  amount  of  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  A  piece  that  is  just  right  for  the  fastidious 
connoisseur . 3,595 

Splendid  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  Dollar 


1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  and  semi-prooflike  with  rich  yellow- 

gold  surfaces.  Choice  eye  appeal . 2,695 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-55  (PCGS). 


Brilliant . 695 

Gem  1903  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase,  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous . 2,995 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium 
yellow  gold  with  iridescent  blue  and  full  lustre. 
Pleasing  and  popular . 995 

Memorable  Superb  Gem  1915-S  $2.50 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  memorable  superb  gem,  a  coin  of 
breathtakingly  beautiful,  unforgettable  quality  - 
standing  head  and  shoulders  above  the  typically 
seen  example.  An  item  that  will  never  need  im¬ 
provement  in  your  collection . 7,250 

1926  Sesquicentennial  Quarter  Eagle 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  Very  few  gem  MS-65  coins  exist.  Distri¬ 
bution  of  grades  seems  to  be  logarithmic. ..  3,795 

Modern  Commemoratives 

1996-S  National  Community  Service.  MS-69 
(ANACS) . 195 

Commemorative  Memorabilia 

1952  Carver-Washington  mint  bag.  Cloth  sack, 
suitably  imprinted,  that  once  stored  a  freshly- 
minted  quantity.  Nice  display  item,  and  quite 

unusual! . 595 

Collection  of  Memorabilia  of  sculptor  Elizabeth 
Jones.  1.  REAGAN,  RONALD.  Four  Signed  pho¬ 
tos.  color,  8  x  10"  and  10  X  8",  Washington,  No¬ 
vember  9, 1981,  April  30, 1982,  February  2, 1983 
and  December  22, 1988.  Each  photograph  features 
President  Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptor  Jones. 
Signed  by  Ronald  Reagan.  2.  Five  First  Strike 
Press  Kits  as  follows:  a.  Three  Statue  of  Liberty 
First  Strike  Kits  b.  Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike 
Gold  American  eagle  gold  bullion  coin,  c  Press 
Kit  for  the  First  Strike  of  the  1988  L!.  S.  Olv mpic 

Gold  Coin.  A  most  interesting  and  informative 
collection.  Very  Fine  condition  overall.  1 ,495 

7Q 
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2001  Bush  Inaugural  Medal 


Bovvers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  pleased  to  offer  the  Official 
Inaugural  Medal  for  the  most  touch-and-go  election  in 
American  history.  For  weeks  on  end  it 
was  uncertain  whether  it  was  Bush,  or 
Gore,  or  Bush,  or  Gore— then  finally 
Bush.  It  is  a  scenario  we  will  all 
remember  for  the  rest  of  our  lives. 

On  January  20th,  George  W.  Bush 
took  the  oath  of  office  and  was 
sworn  in  as  the  43rd  president  of 
the  United  States.  Now  you  can 
share  in  the  excitement  and  tradi¬ 
tion  of  this  historic  moment  with 
the  Official  Bush  Inaugural  Medals, 
authorized  by  the  Bush  Inaugural  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  struck  in  bronze  or  silver. 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  an 
official  distributor  of  these  medals— 
following  a  tradition  that  has  dated 
back  many  years  (we  were  also  offi 
cial  distributors  for  medals  of  the 
inaugurations  of  Clinton,  Bush,  Sr., 

Reagan,  Carter  and  other  presi¬ 
dents. 

Each  Inaugural  Medal  will  feature 
on  the  obverse  the  official  portrait 
of  President  George  W.  Bush  as  was 
personally  approved  by  our  new  presi¬ 
dent.  This  handsome  medal,  executed 
by  sculptor  Charles  L.  Vickers,  will  be 
struck  by  Metalcraft  Mint,  one  of 
America’s  premier  private  mints.  The  reverse  depicts  the 
seal  of  his  office  and  an  appropriate  inaugural  legend.  These 
medals  will  be  produced  in  strictly  limited  numbers. 


Two  Beautiful  Styles  Offered 


l  ake  your  pick  of  these: 

A  beautiful  bronze  High  Relief 
Art  Medal,  70  mm  or  2.75"  in 
diameter,  attractively  displayed  in 
a  solid  walnut  stand  and  housed 
in  a  deluxe  presentation  box.  A 
certificate  of  authenticity  is  in¬ 
cluded.  Price  $48. 


•  A  superb  .999  fine  silver  High 
Relief  Art  Medal  70  mm  or  2.75”  in 
diameter.  Not  since  the  inauguration 
of  John  F.  Kennedy  has  the  public 
been  offered  a  .999  silver  medal  in 
this  large  size.  From  1969  through 
1997,  the  70  mm  silver  medal  was 
reserved  for  special  VIP  gifts.  Now, 
for  the  first  time  in  40  years,  the 
public  can  enjoy  this  extra-large 
tribute  to  our  new  president. 
Each  medal  is  serially  numbered 
and  housed  in  a  deluxe  presenta¬ 
tion  box.  A  certificate  of  authen¬ 
ticity  is  included.  This  silver  edi¬ 
tion  is  limited  to  only  5,000  med¬ 
als.  Price  $  195. 

You  must  act  immediately.  Produc¬ 


tion  of  these  medals  will  be  strictly  limited. 
Call  our  toll-free  number  1-800-222-5993  to  reserve 
your  official  2001  Bush  Inaugural  Medal  while  supplies 
last.  You  can  charge  your  purchase  to  your  credit  card. 


Private  and  Territorial  Gold  Coins 


Although  gold  had  been  discovered  north  of  Los 
Angeles  in  the  early  1840s  and  by  Native  Americans 
even  earlier,  it  was  the  finding  of  a  fateful  gold  flake 
on  January  24, 1848  in  the  race  of  John  Sutter's  saw¬ 
mill  on  the  American  River  near  Sacramento  that 
precipitated  the  "Gold  Rush."  Soon,  nuggets  were 
found  along  the  banks  and  in  the  sandbars  of  the 
same  river,  word  spread,  and  in  December  1849  the 
first  samples  from  the  new  California  gold  fields 
reached  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

In  late  1848  and  early  1849  the  world  was  electri¬ 
fied  as  accounts  were  published  that  a  week's  work  at 
the  "diggins"  in  California  could  well  yield  a  fortune 
and  that  nuggets  were  just  waiting  to  be  picked  up. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  Americans  went  to  California 
overland  and  by  sea,  and  others  came  from  the  Sand¬ 
wich  Islands  (Hawaii),  England,  and  other  parts  of 
the  globe.  San  Francisco,  formerly  a  quiet  little  port 
and  military  outpost,  became  the  focal  point  of  com¬ 
mercial  activity  and  the  jumping-off  spot  for  inland 
explorations. 

Monetary  conditions  in  San  Francisco  were  cha¬ 
otic.  Coins  in  circulation  consisted  primarily  of  silver 
and  gold  (but  no  copper)  pieces  of  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  not  enough  to  take  care  of  the  burgeon¬ 
ing  commerce  caused  by  the  tremendous  influx  of 
immigrants.  As  gold  was  returned  from  the  streams 
and  mines,  it  became  a  medium  of  exchange  by  the 
"pinch"  for  small  transactions  and  the  weighing  of 
gold  dust  for  larger  exchanges.  Standards  of  quality 
and  fineness  varied,  as  did  the  accuracy  of  scales  and 
the  integrity  of  merchants  and  bankers. 

The  nearest  United  States  Mint  was  at  New  Or¬ 
leans,  a  trip  of  many  weeks'  duration  and  uncertain 
safety  and  fortune  via  ship  down  the  Pacific  Coast  to 
Panama,  across  mosquito-infested  lands,  and  then  by 
steamer  through  the  Caribbean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Clearly,  California  needed  its  own  minting  facilities. 

In  1849  several  private  firms  set  up  coining  facto¬ 
ries.  In  1850  California  became  a  state,  and  after  that 
time  numerous  petitions  were  sent  to  far-off  Wash¬ 
ington  to  have  a  mint  established  in  San  Francisco. 
The  commercial  hardships  and  emergencies  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  however  were  not  of  primary  concern  to  the 
mostly  eastern  senators  and  representatives,  and 
progress  was  slow.  Eventually,  a  United  States 
assayer  (Augustus  Humbert)  was  appointed  and  the 
United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  was  established, 
hut  certain  other  government  agencies  would  not  rec¬ 
ognize  its  coins,  and  the  situation  was  less  than 
satisfactory.  Finally,  in  1854  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
became  a  reality,  but  it  was  not  until  1856  that  suffi¬ 


cient  coin  was  produced  there  to  render  unnecessary 
coins  from  private  minters. 

Meanwhile,  the  years  1849-1855  saw  various  indi¬ 
viduals,  assayers,  bankers,  and  entrepreneurs  try 
their  hand  at  coining.  Some  firms  (Moffat  being  an 
example)  did  their  best  to  turn  out  coins  of  good 
weight  and  value.  Others  (Baldwin  being  an  ex¬ 
ample)  were  somewhat  lighter  in  weight  and 
proclaimed  as  exploitative  by  San  Francisco  newspa¬ 
pers,  although  in  some  instances  such  accounts 
smacked  of  partiality  and  incomplete  investigations. 

Most  coins  struck  were  of  the  denominations  $5, 
$10,  $20,  and  $50,  the  latter  being  known  as  "slugs" 
and  usually  in  octagonal  form  (although  two  round 
issues  were  made). 

During  the  period  from  1849  to  the  early  1860s, 
many  of  these  California  issues  were  shipped  as  bul¬ 
lion  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  where  they  were 
melted.  A  few  interesting  pieces  were  saved  now  and 
then  for  the  Mint  Cabinet,  but  most  were  destroyed. 
Others  were  melted  at  the  mints  at  New  Orleans  and 
San  Francisco.  By  1861,  most  private  California  gold 
coins  no  longer  existed. 

The  following  listing  is  among  the  largest  and 
most  comprehensive  ever  offered  in  the  Rare  Coin 
Review.  A  number  of  these  coins  were  acquired  in 
connection  with  study  and  illustration  in  the  forth¬ 
coming  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  A  California  Gold 
Rush  History  featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America. 

Although  we  have  no  way  of  knowing,  we  would 
not  be  surprised  if  this  volume  were  to  dramatically 
increase  numismatic  interest  in  all  coins  associated 
with  this  epic  period  in  American  history.  Those  who 
have  read  some  of  the  manuscript  have  been  very 
enthusiastic. 

(1849)  J.S.  Ormsby  $10  Gold  Rarity 
Only  Five  Known 


(1849)  J.S.  Ormsby  gold  $10.  Sacramento.  K-2,  B-7796 
(this  is  the  Breen  plate  coin).  EF-45  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  medium  yellow  gold.  Sharp  in  some  ar¬ 
eas,  light  in  others  as  struck;  these  pieces  are  said 


to  have  been  made  by  using  a  sledgehammer,  not 
a  coining  press.  So  far  as  is  known  (information 
courtesy  of  Donald  Kagin)  there  are  but  five 
known  to  exist:  1 .  The  Dupont  specimen,  stolen 
and  presently  not  accounted  for;  ex  A.  Reimers, 
DeWitt  Smith,  Cartwright,  F.C.C.  Boyd,  Very 
Fine.  2.  Brand  specimen,  ex  Bowers  and  Merena, 
June  1984,  Lot  1540,  Ed  Milas,  Don  Kagin,  private 
collection;  was  NGC-35,  now  PCGS  AU-50.  3. 
National  Coin  Collection,  Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion.  4.  The  present  coin,  ex  personal  collection  of 
Augustus  Humbert,  to  Capt.  Andrew  C. 
Zabriskie,  to  Col.  James  Ellsworth,  to  John  Work 
Garrett,  sold  by  us  in  1979  for  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  for  $110,000. 5.  Specimen  ex  Nevada 
Collection,  Bob  Johnson,  Leo  A.  Young,  Kenyon 
Painter,  1973  ANA  Sale,  Jack  Klausen,  Don 
Kagin,  private  collection;  NGC  EF-45.  The 
present  coin  may  well  represent  a  once-in-a-life- 
time  opportunity  for  the  advanced  connoisseur 
and  specialist .  198,000 

J.S.  Ormsby  &  Company 

In  April  1849  Dr.  J.S.  Ormsby  was  a  member  of  a  group  of 
adventurers  from  Pennsylvania  who  headed  westward  from 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  thousands  of  gold  seekers  had 
camped  to  await  favorable  spring  conditions  before  traveling 
across  the  prairie  and  desert  lands  to  California.  A  newspaper 
account  noted  that  as  of  April  14  the  party  included  L.P. 
Ormsby,  Major  William  M.  Ormsby  (of  Peru;  other  informa¬ 
tion  not  given);  J.K.  Trumbull  (of  Kentucky);  and  A.  McLain, 
J.  Moats,  J.Shutt,  M.L.  Detter.J.  McManus,  and  Samuel  Stauffer 
(all  of  Westmoreland,  Pennsylvania).  The  Ormsby  group  was 
outfitted  with  four  wagons,  each  drawn  by  six  mules  and  filled 
with  supplies  for  the  long  trek.  This  contingent,  along  with 
many  others,  was  "ready  to  move"  and  had  been  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  warmer  weather. 

Presumably,  the  entourage  experienced  many  of  the  rig¬ 
ors  recorded  by  others  on  the  California  Trail,  although  no 
diary  of  the  journey  has  been  seen.  After  arriv  ing  in  California, 
the  Ormsbys  settled  in  Sacramento  and  opened  an  assaying, 
refining,  and  coining  business,  J.S.  Ormsby  &  Co.,  on  K  Street. 
At  the  time  Sacramento  was  in  a  rapid  stage  of  growth,  and 
each  week  brought  changes 

Ormsby's  Gold  $5  and  $10  Coins 

Ormsby's  coins  of  the  denominations  of  $5  and  $10 
bear  no  date  and  have  as  part  of  the  design  the  initials  I  S  O., 
a  circle  of  stars,  and  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  The 
$5  denomination  bears  the  notation  CAL.  Simple  in  appear¬ 
ance,  these  coins  were  struck  by  a  sledgehammer  rather 
than  a  coining  press.  Because  of  this,  even  higher  grade 
examples  are  apt  to  hi-  lightly  defined  in  one  area  but  bold 
in  another. 

Rather  than  being  used  as  a  substitute  for  federal  coins  in 
general  commerce  throughout  the  California  territory  prob¬ 
ably  the  Ormsby  coins  served  as  a  convenient  way  for  regional 
miners  to  convert  their  dust  and  flake1-  to  coins  that  could  he 
used  in  saloons  and  gambling  places 
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Ormsbv  Coins  Assayed  at  Philadelphia 

Circa  1849-1850  several  Ormsbv  $10  coins  reached  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  where  the  pieces  were  found  on  average  to 
be  842  tine  and  havean  intrinsic  value  of  $9.37,  at  least  50  cents 
below  what  San  Francisco  bankers  considered  acceptable 
bullion  value  at  the  time,  although  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  thev  circulated  at  par  at  gambling  houses,  mercantile 
establishments,  and  other  commercial  locations. 

At  the  Mint  the  assayers  Jacob  Reese  Eckfeldt  and  Will¬ 
iam  E.  Dubois  did  not  know'  the  origin  of  the  "  JSO"  c  s  and 
did  not  identify  them  specifically  as  Ormsbv  pier",  J  ie .  •  -ei , 
Ormsbv  must  have  been  confident  that  in  the  active  city  of 
Sacramento  and  the  towns  it  serviced  the  initials  would  be 
known  to  merchants  and  gold  traders.  Accordingly,  it  is  likely 
that  few  such  coins  circulated  outside  of  Sacramento  and  the 
northern  mining  district.  These  pieces  were  probably  seen  in 
local  and  regional  commerce  for  the  next  several  years,  as 
reflected  by  the  wear  visible  on  extant  specimens. 

Presumably  the  Ormsby  coins  served  as  other  private 
gold  half  eagles  and  eagles  of  1849did — at  the  faro,  monte,  and 
roulette  tables.  In  Sacramento  as  elsewhere  gold  coins  were 
not  seen  in  everyday  commerce  until  circa  1853. 


1851  Humbert  Octagonal  $50  "Slug" 
Lettered  Edge,  "50"  on  Reverse 


1851  Augustus  Humbert,  United  States  Assayer  of 
Gold,  California,  octagonal  $50  "slug."  Lettered 
edge.  880  THOUS.  San  Francisco.  K-l,  B-7703. 
High  Rarity-6  or  Rarity-7.  "10  to  12  known."  EF- 

45  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  of  the  classic  Cali¬ 
fornia  gold  coin— an  early  issue  "slug"  made  by 
a  painstaking  hand  process  in  addition  to  die 
stamping.  Some  planchet  preparation  marks  and 
normal  evidence  of  handling  — for  such  pieces 
were  front  row  center  in  gambling  halls  of  the  era. 
Every  serious  collector  of  Western  numismatic 
America  will  want  to  consider  the  ownership  of 
this  historic  coin .  23,800 

Technicalities 

The  edge  inscription  is  inverted  with  relation  to  the 
obverse,  this  being  the  usual  orientation.  1851  is  at  the  6o'clock 
position  (as  viewed  from  the  obverse),  AUGUSTUS  is  at  the 
7:30  position  (first  edge  panel  to  the  left),  etc.  On  the  obverse 
50  is  punched  high.  On  the  reverse  50,  from  the  same  two-digit 
punch,  is  oriented  90  degrees  to  the  right. 

Historical  Notes 

In  September  1850  Congress  authorized  the  s  ■  ry  of 
(he  Treasury  to  contract  with  a  well-established  assaying 
business  in  California  to  affix  the  stamp  of  the  United  States  to 
bars  and  ingots,  to  assay  gold,  and  assign  value  to  it.  Moffat  & 
Company,  the  most  respected  of  the  San  Francisco  coiners, 
received  the  commission  Appointed  to  the  position  of  United 
States  assayer  was  Augustus  Humbert,  a  New  York  City 
maker  of  watch  cases  In  preparation  for  the  new  franchise,  in 
late  1850,  Moffat  &  Co.  curtailed  most  of  their  private  business 
and  prepared  to  issue  coins  under  the  government  contract. 


Private  and  Territorial  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


New  premises  were  secured  on  Montgomery  Street  between 
Clay  and  Commercial  streets. 

In  early  January  1851,  Augustus  Humbert  arrived  in  San 
Francisco.  Within  several  weeks  the  first  octagonal  $50  gold 
piece  bearing  his  stamp  was  shown  to  the  press,  probably  in 
the  form  of  a  trial  piece  brought  from  New  York. 

Minting  an  1851  $50 

The  large  and  impressive  lettered  edge  $50  coins  made  in 
i  February'  1851  were  created  by  a  very  complicated  process  involv¬ 
ing  the  following  separate  steps  once  the  planchet  was  produced: 

Step  1.  The  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  were  stamped 
from  a  pair  of  dies.  These  dies  had  been  made  in  New  York  City 
by  Humbert  and  brought  with  him  to  California.  The  obverse 
features  an  eagle  holding  a  shield,  perched  on  a  rock,  with  a  thin 
ribbon  inscribed  LIBERTY  in  its  beak.  Above  is  a  blank  ribbon 
suitable  for  inscription.  The  dies  of  this  style  were  the  work  of 
Charles  Cushing  Wright.  Inscriptions  on  these  patterns  as  well 
as  the  first  octagonal  ingots  produced  for  circulation  have 
simply  the  letters  D  C  DWT.  GRS.  It  was  intended  that  the  value 
in  dollars  and  cents  and  the  weight  in  pennyweights  and  grains 
could  simply  be  stamped  in  the  place  provided.  In  this  way 
ingots  of  $50,  $100,  $200,  or  any  other  desired  denomination 
could  be  produced,  differing  from  each  other  only  by  size, 
weight,  and  fineness,  but  incorporating  the  same  stamp.  •  The 
reverse  is  of  a  geometric  "engine  turned"  design  similar  to  that 
used  on  a  watch  case,  and  reflects  Augustus  Humbert's  skill  as 
a  maker  of  such  cases  —  one  of  the  occupations  he  had  followed 
in  New  York  City. 

Steps  2-4.  The  fineness  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse 
with  three  separate  numeral  punches.  Finenesses  known  to 
have  been  thus  applied  include  880  (as  on  the  specimen 
offered  here)  and  887. 

Step  5.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  obverse, 
from  a  single  punch.  This  punch  was  also  used  to  stamp  50  on 
the  reverse  of  some  issues. 

Steps  6-13.  In  eight  separate  operations  each  of  the  eight 
edge  faces  was  stamped  with  a  logotype  punch,  the  eight 
punches  reading  incuse:  AUGUSTUS/  HUMBERT/  UNITED 
/  STALES  /  ASSAYER  /  OF  GOLD  /  CALIFORNIA  /  1851. 
There  was  no  particular  standard  starting  or  stopping  place 
for  the  inscriptions,  and  the  position  of  a  given  part  of  the 
inscription  varies  with  relation  to  its  position  to  design  ele¬ 
ments.  Most  have  inverted  inscriptions  in  relation  to  the 
obverse.  •  If  there  was  a  favorite  starting  and  stopping  place 
it  was  with  1851  in  the  6  o'clock  position  (as  viewed  from  the 
obverse),  ASSAYER  to  the  left  in  the  7:30  position,  etc.,  con¬ 
tinuing  the  inscription  clockwise.  More  pieces  have  been  seen 
with  this  arrangement  than  with  any  other  — but,  as  noted, 
there  seems  to  have  been  no  rule  in  this  regard. 

Thus,  it  took  at  least  13  steps  to  create  one  of  the  early  $50 
pieces. 

Step  14.  The  value  (50)  was  hand-stamped  on  the  reverse, 
from  a  single  punch.  Some  of  the  early  issues  had  the  denomi¬ 
nation  50  stamped  at  the  center  of  the  reverse,  a  14th  step.  The 
same  punch  was  used  as  for  Step  5  above. 


1851  Augustus  Humbert  $50  "Slug" 
880  THOUS.,  Reeded  Edge 


1851  Augustus  Humbert,  United  States  Assayer  of 


Gold,  California.  San  Francisco,  octagonal  $50 
"slug."  Reeded  edge.  880  THOUS.  Medium  tar¬ 
get  on  reverse.  K-5,  B-7706.  Rarity-5.  AU-50 

(NGC).  A  very  pleasing  coin  which  seems  to  be 
about  the  twin  of  the  Breen  plate  coin.  Rich  yel¬ 
low-rose  gold.  Excellent  definition  of  obverse  bor¬ 
der  inscriptions.  A  pleasing  example  of  this 
popular  type . 14,650 

The  engine  turning  on  the  reverse  of  the  reeded  edge  $50 
coins  is  completely  different  in  configuration  than  that  on  the 
lettered  edge  pieces,  the  former  probably  having  been  cut  by 
C.C.  Wright  in  New  York  City  and  the  latter  possibly  in 
California  (by  Albrecht  KUner?). 


1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $50  "Slug" 
887  THOUS.,  Reeded  Edge 


1852  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  octagonal  $50  "slug."  Reeded  edge.  887 
THOUS.  Medium  target  on  reverse.  K-13,  B-7714. 
Raritv-5.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  high  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  that  seriously  challenges  the  Mint 
State  level.  Bright  yellow  gold.  One  of  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled.  This  was  a  very  popu¬ 
lar  issue  in  its  time,  and  such  pieces  circulated  the 

length  and  breadth  of  California .  24,600 

Breen  ascribes  March  to  October  1852  as  the  issue  period 
for  this  variety.  The  Garrett  Collection  coin,  EF,  brought 
$30,000  over  two  decades  ago. 

The  formation  of  a  basic  display  of  $50  "slugs"  of  Humbert 
and  the  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  of  the  1851-1852  years  is 
within  reality  given  a  good  (but  not  millionaire-style)  budget. 
Over  the  years  these  pieces  have  attracted  quite  a  few  numis¬ 
matists,  with  John  A.  Beck,  the  Pittsburgh  collector  who  was 
active  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  20th  century,  being 
particularly  notable  in  this  regard.  The  average  grades  en¬ 
countered  for  $50  coins  are  VF  and  EF. 

1849  Moffat  &  Co.  $5 


1849  Moffat  &  Co.  $5.  San  Francisco.  K-4,  B-7784. 
Rarity-5.  EF-45.  Verv  well  struck  and  with  little 
evidence  of  coin-to-coin  contact;  a  specimen  that 
is  in  the  top  20%  of  surviving  pieces  condition- 
wise.  Breen:  "Often  in  low  grades." . 5,70(1 

Historical  Notes 

The  engraver  Albrecht  (Albert)  Minor,  who  arrived  in 
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San  Francisco  on  July  16th,  was  employed  by  Moffat  &  Co. 
Dies  for  a  $10  issue  were  made  within  the  next  two  weeks. 
Shortly  thereafter  dies  were  made  for  the  $5  half  eagle.  Thus 
the  first  Moffat  coinage  became  a  reality,  and  in  time  the 
rectangular  hand-imprinted  slugs  were  no  longer  produced. 
Ktiner  went  on  to  cut  many  dies  for  Moffat  and  other  Califor¬ 
nia  coiners  and  remained  in  San  Francisco  until  his  death  in 
early  1906. 

At  the  Philadelphia  Mint  Jacob  Eckfeldt  and  William 
Dubois  examined  certain  of  the  1849  issues  and  pronounced 
them  to  be  inferior  in  quality  to  the  standard  of  the  Mint. 
However,  the  average  value  of  the  $1 0  piece  was  $9,977,  which 
was  far  above  the  value  of  certain  other  California  issues. 


1849  Moffat  &  Co.  $10 


1849  Moffat  &  Co.  $10.  San  Francisco.  K-5,  B- 
7781.  High  Rarity-6.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright  and 
with  ample  evidence  of  mint  lustre.  Some 
planchet  adjustment  marks.  An  exceptionally 
high-grade  specimen  of  a  variety  normally  en¬ 
countered  VF,  rarely  EF.  A  specimen  that  is  in 
the  top  10%  of  surviving  pieces  condition- 
wise.  Breen:  "Often  in  low  grades."  Important 
as  the  first  Moffat  coin  and  also  as  the  first  pri¬ 
vately  minted  California  gold  coin  of  this  de¬ 
nomination . 14,750 


1852  Moffat  &  Co.  $10 
Wide  Date 


1852  Moffat  &  Co.  $10.  San  Francisco.  Wide,  uneven 
date.  K-9,  B-7788.  Rarity-6.  EF-45  (NGC).  The 
obverse  design  is  similar  to  the  $10  of  1849,  but 
with  date  1852  and  from  a  different  hub  of  "Miss 
Moffat";  the  present  having  a  pointed  left  end  to 
the  neck.  The  reverse  is  a  copy  of  Charles  Cushing 
Wright's  eagle-on-rock  motif  made  famous  on  the 
1851-1852  $50  octagonal  "slugs,"  but  also  used 
elsewhere.  The  inscription  264  GRS.  CALIFOR¬ 
NIA  GOLD  /  TEN  D.  is  at  the  border.  The  ribbon 
in  the  eagle's  beak  is  inscribed  880  THOUS.  Rare 

in  all  grades . 9,800 

Up  to  the  end  of  1851  the  shortage  of  smaller  denomina¬ 
tion  gold  coins  continued  to  be  acute  in  California  commerce, 
with  4%  often  charged  to  change  $50  slugs  into  small  denomi¬ 
nations.  This  was  no  improvement  on  the  earlier  situation 
when  the  coins  of  Dubosq,  Schultz,  and  others  were  accepted 
in  commerceat  a  slight  discount  from  face  value.  Finally,  relief 
came  in  a  letter  dated  December  9, 1851,  from  acting  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  William  L.  Hodge,  addressed  to  Joseph  R. 
Curtis  of  Moffat  &  Co. 


"In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  suggesting  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  United  States  Assayer  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  to  affix  the  United  States  stamp  to  ingots  or  bars  of  gold 
of  denominations  and  values  under  fifty  dollars,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  the  Department  has  under  this  date  autho¬ 
rized  Mr.  Augustus  Humbert,  the  United  States  Assayer  in 
California,  to  stamp  ingots  or  bars  of  gold  of  the  denomina¬ 
tions  and  values  of  twenty  and  ten  dollars  respectively,  and 
has  so  informed  Messrs.  Moffat  &  Co.  of  San  Francisco,  the 
contractors  of  the  Treasury  Department." 

Unfortunately,  the  expected  remedy  did  not  occur,  for  the 
next  day,  December  10, 1851,  Hodge  wrote  to  Moffat:  "As  a  bill 
has  been  introduced  into  Congress  in  connection  with  a  Mint 
and  Assay  Office  in  San  Francisco,  you  will,  until  further 
instructed  on  the  subject,  suspend  any  action  under  the  au¬ 
thority  in  the  letter  of  the  Department  of  the  9th  Inst,  relative 
to  the  stamping  of  ingots  of  twenty  and  ten  dollars." 

On  January  15, 1852,  the  letters  from  the  Treasury  which 
authorized  the  coinage  of  smaller  denominations  and  then  on 
the  next  day  rescinded  the  authorization,  reached  Moffat. 
Upon  receiving  the  Treasury  refusal,  Moffat  wrote  to  the 
Treasury  to  inform  the  Department  of  its  impending  coinage 
in  response  to  the  aforementioned  petition: 

"We  have  heretofore  represented  to  the  Department  that 
in  consequence  of  the  great  scarcity  of  small  coin  in  this  state 
the  issues  of  the  Assay  Office  are  at  a  discount  of  2  to  3  percent; 
that  theOffice  has  incurred  the  odium  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  great  inconvenience  and  actual  loss  they  were  subjected 
to  by  the  depreciation  of  its  issues;  that  its  issues  were  conse¬ 
quently  daily  diminishing  in  amount;  that  private  coinage 
would  be  again  resorted  to  and  coin  with  a  private  stamp  be  at 
a  par,  whilst  that  stamped  by  authority  of  the  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  would  be  at  a  discount  and  the  object  of  the  Assay  Office 
defeated,  unless  authority  should  be  speedily  granted  to  issue 
ingots  of  smaller  denominations  than  that  of  fifty  dollars. 

"To  these  representations  we  have  now  to  add  that  the 
state  of  things  above  described  has  been  continually  growing 
worse;  that  a  private  establishment  (that  of  Wass,  Molitor  & 
Co.),  without  reputation  or  responsibility,  commenced  opera¬ 
tions  early  last  week;  that  its  issues  are  at  a  premium  of  2  to  3 
percent  over  those  of  this  office;  that  the  business  of  this  office 
has  nearly  ceased,  and  not  having  been  for  the  last  30  days 
sufficient  to  pay  its  current  expenses,  a  humiliating  and  la¬ 
mentable  position  for  a  Government  establishment. 

"For  months  past  we  have  been  solicited  by  bankers, 
merchants,  and  others  to  issue  a  limited  amount  of  'Moffat  & 
Co.'  coin.  Expecting,  however,  at  each  successive  arrival  of  the 
mail  to  receive  the  desired  authority  from  the  Department,  we 
declined  their  appeals.  At  last,  however,  the  exigencies  have 
become  so  great  we  could  not  resist  the  impression  that  duty 
to  the  Assay  Office,  to  the  community,  and  to  ourselves 
required  our  assent. . . .  We  have  not  yet  commenced  the  issue, 
but  shall  do  so  in  a  few  days,  and  will  of  course  discontinue  it 
should  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  the  9th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  ult.  (and  countermanded  by  those  of  the  following  day )  be 
confirmed...." 

Apparently,  the  sma  I  ler  denomination  Moffat  coins,  which 
had  a  value  of  $10,  made  their  appearance  in  the  middle  of 
January.  Replying  to  the  letters  from  the  Department  of  Trea¬ 
sury  which  had  arrived  on  January  15,  Moffat  noted  that  "We 
have  not  yet  commenced  the  issue,  but  shall  do  so  in  a  few 
days,"  as  quoted  earlier.  The  issue  of  Prices  Current  dated 
January  14, 1852,  states  that  "Messrs.  Moffat  &  Co.,  and  Wass, 
Molitor  &  Co.  have  again  commenced  to  issue  small  coins." 
The  Picayune  of  January  23  noted  that  the  Moffat  $10  had 
appeared  in  circulation  the  day  before  and  that  Moffat  did  not 
intend  for  the  moment  to  issue  any  coin  denominations  less 
than  $10. 

These  $10  gold  coins  were  produced  to  the  extent  of  8,650 
pieces  (this  figure  also  including  pieces  of  the  K-8  variety). 
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1854  Kellogg  &  Co.  $20 


1854  Kellogg  &  Co.  $20.  San  Francisco.  B-7917.  AU- 

53  (NGC).  Obverse  and  reverse  designs  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  the  federal  design,  but  with  different 
lettering.  These  coins  were  made  in  generous 
numbers  in  1854,  with  the  result  that  an  estimated 
several  hundred  exist  today  —  most  of  which  are 
below  the  present  specimen  in  terms  of  preserva¬ 
tion . 6,900 

The  latest  major  entry  in  the  field  of  private  coinage  was 
Kellogg  &  Co.  of  San  Francisco,  which  produced  its  first  coins 
in  1854. 

John  Glover  Kellogg,  of  Auburn,  New  York,  came  to  San 
Francisco  on  October  12,  1849.  He  secured  a  position  with 
Moffat  &  Co.  and  remained  with  them  during  the  operations 
of  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  When  the  latter 
institution  discontinued  business  on  December  14, 1853,  and 
began  the  changeover  of  facilities  that  would  lead  to  the 
opening  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  Kellogg  formed  a  new 
partnership  with  G.F.  Richter,  who  earlier  had  worked  with 
the  United  States  Assay  Office  as  an  assayer. 

On  December  19, 1853,  the  San  Francisco  Herald  carried  this 
advertisement:  "ASSAY  OFFICE.  The  undersigned,  who  have 
been  comiected  with  the  United  States  Assay  Office  from  its 
commencement,  have  opened  an  office  for  melting  and  assay¬ 
ing  gold  in  the  basement  of  J,  P.  Haven's  Building,  No.  106 
Montgomery  St.,  one  door  of  Lucas,  Turner  &  Co.'s  banking 
house  and  nearly  opposite  Adams  &  Co.  Kellogg  &  Richter." 

On  January  14, 1854,  a  number  of  leading  banking  houses 
of  San  Francisco  and  Sacramento  addressed  a  petition  to 
Kellogg  &  Richter  imploring  them  to  produce  coins,  in  the 
period  after  which  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  had 
ceased  operations  and  before  the  United  States  Mint  at  San 
Francisco  had  begun.  The  merchants  indicated  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  receive  any  coins  that  would  be  produced.  Kellogg  & 
Richter  jumped  at  the  opportunity,  and  on  February  9, 1854, 
the  first  Kellogg  $20  coin  was  issued. 

Following  the  opening  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  produc¬ 
tion  at  the  government  facility  was  quite  limited.  Kellogg  & 
Co.  therefore  did  a  large  business  by  continuing  their  private 
coinage.  Toward  the  end  of  1854  the  firm  of  Kellogg  &  Richter 
was  dissolved  and  a  new  firm,  Kellogg  &  Humbert,  took  its 
place,  with  Augustus  Humbert,  formerly  the  United  States 
assayer  connected  with  Moffat,  joining.  This  partnership  con¬ 
tinued  until  1860,  although  the  last  coins  were  struck  in  1855. 


1855  Kellogg  &  Co.  $20 
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55  (NGC).  The  1855  Kellogg  $20  is  significantly 
rarer  than  the  1854  $20.  The  present  coin,  a  lovely 
AU,  is  among  the  finer  examples  to  come  on  the 
market  in  our  generation . 6,500 

1855  Kellogg  Co.  Round  $50 
High  Condition  Census 
Famous  Rarity 


1855  Kellogg  &  Co.  $50  round.  San  Francisco.  K-4,  B- 
7921.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen,  the  fin¬ 
est  we  have  handled,  and  believed  to  be  the  second 
finest  of  fewer  than  a  dozen  pieces  traced.  The 
round  1855  Kellogg  &  Co.  $50  is  one  of  the  great 
high  points  among  California  gold  coins  and  has  a 
fame  reached  by  few  other  pieces  in  the  series.  Don 


Kagin  noted:  "This  is  one  of  the  most  popular  pri¬ 
vate  gold  pieces  and  is  called  the  'King  of  Territo¬ 
rial  Gold,"  as  it  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  the  private  gold  series."  It  is  believed 
that  only  1 1  different  specimens  exist.  Most  of  these 
have  been  known  for  a  long  time  and  were  prob¬ 
ably  originally  made  as  presentation  pieces  for  di¬ 
rectors,  shareholders,  and  other  interested  parties 
(but  not  as  numismatic  specimens).  It  represents 
the  capstone  of  the  Kellogg  coinage,  indeed  a  fit¬ 
ting  and  dramatic  end  in  1855  to  the  widespread 
production  of  privately  minted  California  gold 
coins.  The  obverse  depicts  a  female  portrait 
adapted  from  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  but  with 
the  coronet  inscribed  KELLOGG  &  Co.  Stars  sur¬ 
round,  and  the  date  1855  is  at  the  bottom.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  an  elegantly  engraved  perched  eagle  in 
the  style  of  Charles  Cushing  Wright's  1851 
Humbert  coinage,  but  slightly  differently  executed, 
and  with  the  ribbon  inscribed  1809  GRS  /  887 
THOUS.  Around  the  border  of  the  coin  appears 
SAN  FRANCISCO  CALIFORNIA  /  FIFTY 
DOLLS.  The  fineness  of  887/1000  is  particularly 
significant,  and  may  well  explain  the  coin's  rarity. 
This  specimen,  possibly  from  the  Virgil  Brand  es¬ 
tate,  was  sold  by  Smith  &  Son,  Chicago,  March  12, 
1941,  to  Frank  J.  Hein,  who  died  on  March  6, 1949; 
later  to  Kagin's;  later  to  us .  239,000 

Stars  were  punched  into  the  die  by  using  six  diamond¬ 
shaped  elements  individually  punched,  with  the  Proof  field 


visible  (and  at  the  same  plane  as  the  field)  between  thi 
pellet  elements;  each  star  is  somewhat  differently  formed 
KELLOGG  &  CO  [no  period)  on  coronet.  Signature  ot  artist 
[Ferdinand)  Griiner,  is  on  neck  the  truncation.  Obvers, 
from  perfect  die  state.  Reverse  with  hairline  cracks  at  sev 
eral  points  including  from  rim  through  left  side  of  O  in  Ol 
to  ribbon  held  by  eagle,  extending  downward  and  branch 
ing  from  the  left  side  of  the  eagle's  neck  to  the  wing  to  thi 
left,  through  the  base  of  the  wing  to  the  ribbon  and  left  sidi 
of  shield,  then  in  the  field  to  close  to  the  S  in  SAN;  anothe 
connecting  O  in  SAN  FRANCISCO  with  C  to  its  right 
continuing  through  the  bases  of  CALIFORNIA,  then  ir 
regularly  through  DOLLS,  then  through  the  tops  of  thi 
letters  in  FIFTY.  This  delicate  tracery  of  breaks,  not  nor 
mally  described,  may  well  account,  at  least  in  part,  for  thi 
extreme  rarity  of  the  issue  and  the  fact  that  a  coinage  fo 
circulation  never  materialized. 

Choice  1860  Clark,  Gruber  $2.50 


1860  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  $2.50.  B-7939,  K-l 
Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lovely  lustrous  ligh 
yellow  gold  with  semi-prooflike  fields.  Su 
perb  eye  appeal  despite  typical  soft  centra 
strike.  A  delightful  example  of  this  scarce 
date  from  this  first  Colorado  private  golc 
emission . 5,75( 


California  Coiners  and  Assayers 


By  Dan  Owens 

Introduction  and  Appreciation  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  448-page  hardbound  illustrated  encyclopedic-style  volume  was  compiled  over  a 
period  of  years  by  Dan  Owens,  primarily  from  newspaper  accounts,  directories,  shipping 
lists,  and  many  other  archives,  and  extracts  historic  and  human  interest  aspects  of  this 
exciting  time  in  American  commerce. 

Stretching  in  alphabetic  arrangement  from  assayers  Aaron  to  Weigand,  plus  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  characteristics  of  gold  metal,  the  steamship  trade,  fires,  gambling 
houses,  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  and  the  makers  of  the  wonderful  gold  bars  recovered 
from  the  wreck  of  the  S.S.  Central  America,  this  fascinating  illustrated  volume 
encompasses  the  time  period  1848  to  1863. 

Fo  order  your  copy,  call  Mary  Tocci  toll-free  at  1  -800-222-5993  with  your  credit 
card  in  hand. 
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Design  For  The  First  "Nickel 

The  Five-Cent  Piece  of  1866 


by  Henry  T.  Hettger 


Patterns  Made 

The  Act  of  May  16, 1866  authorized  a 
nickel  five-cent  piece  with  a  weight  of  77- 
16/100  grains.  On  May  28  four  possible 
designs  which  had  been  newly  minted  as 
patterns  were  forwarded  by  James  Pol¬ 
lock,  Director  of  the  Mint,  to  the  Hon. 
Hugh  McCulloch,  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  for  selection  and  approval  of  the  fi¬ 
nalized  design  prior  to  adoption.  All  de¬ 
signs  were  done  by  James  B.  Longacre, 
who  had  been  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint 
since  1844. 

Of  the  four  designs  submitted  as  patterns, 
three  obverses  portrayed  George  Washing¬ 
ton  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  the  two- 
cent  piece  pattern  die  trial  pieces  of  1863. 

The  remaining  obverse  was  the  Union 
shield,  perhaps  inspired  by  the  current 
two-cent  piece,  but  of  different  execution. 

Two  reverses  were  used  as  a  design  ele¬ 
ment:  One  was  a  wreath,  another  form  of  the 
motif  employed  on  the  current  cent,  two-cent 
piece,  nickel  three-cent  piece,  half  dime  and 
dime— a  standard  coin  as  well  as  medallic 
device  suitable  for  enclosing  an  inscription. 

The  other  reverse  consisted  of  the  nu¬ 
meral  "5"  at  the  center,  with  13  stars  inter¬ 
spersed  with  13  rays  around  — what  was 
called  the  "stars  and  bars"  design  in  the 
19th  century  and  which  today  is  known  as 
the  "with  rays"  style. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  a  pattern 
with  the  portrait  of  the  martyred  Lincoln 
was  made,  but  no  example  was  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Numis¬ 
matic  historian  Walter  Breen  stated  that  the 
Lincoln  motif  was  rejected  due  to  opposi¬ 
tion  from  the  South. 

Designs  Selected 

The  Director  of  the  Mint  considered  the 
Union  shield  obverse  to  be  "a  neat  and 
unique  design"  with  "artistic  beauty,  sig¬ 
nificance  and  diversity." 


Although  the  nickel's  Union  shield  was 
close  in  design  to  the  obverse  of  the 
adopted  two-cent  piece  design,  the  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  metal  and  especially  its  color, 
would  permit  their  ready  separation  by  the 
masses  in  the  channels  of  commerce. 

The  reverse  was  described  as  a  "a  neat 
and  elegant  design." 

As  hoped  for,  Treasury  Secretary  Hugh 
McCulloch  chose  the  Mint  Director's  fa¬ 
vored  design  with  the  "Union  shield,"  for 
adoption,  and  it  was  noted  that  there  was 
no  need  for  Congressional  approval,  with 
the  designs  being  discretionary  on  the  part 
of  the  Treasury  Secretary. 

As  to  the  passing  over  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  design,  it  may  have  been  too  early  in 
the  American  coinage  system  to  have  used 
the  portrait  of  an  actual  person  —  although 
Washington's  image  had  been  replicated 
on  proposed  coins  in  the  1780s  and  1790s 
and  on  many  tokens  and  medals.  LJp  to 
this  point  all  personifications  had  been  of 
the  goddess  Liberty,  not  representing  an 
actual  person  (although  a  popular  tale  had 
it  that  Martha  Washington  was  depicted  on 
the  1792  silver  half  disme). 

Actual  portrait  coinage  would  first  be 
used  on  the  1893  Isabella  commemorative 
quarter  — or,  perhaps,  the  ideal  or  mythical 
portrait  of  Columbus  on  the  1892-1893 
World's  Columbian  half  dollars  could  be 
considered  a  candidate. 

The  first  widely  circulating  coins  to  de¬ 
pict  an  actual  person  were  the  1908  $2.50 
and  $5  gold  coins  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  al¬ 
though  the  identity  of  the  Indian  portrayed 
was  not  publicized.  The  first  readily  recog¬ 
nizable  American  to  be  portrayed  was  Lin¬ 
coln  on  the  1909  cent. 

The  Nickel  Becomes  a  Reality 

1866  "Shield"  nickels,  as  they  came  to 
be  called  in  numismatic  circles,  were  an  in¬ 
stant  success  with  the  public.  Mint  corre¬ 


spondence  reveals 
that  heavy  orders  were 
placed  for  circulating  pieces.  Numismatists 
were  more  analytical  and  critical.  Breen 
wrote  that  the  design  was  soon  ridiculed  as 
"the  ugliest  of  all  known  coins"  and  per¬ 
haps  "too  conservative"  for  the  public 
taste,  it  was  described  as  a  tombstone. 

The  term  nickel,  earlier  used  for  copper- 
nickel  Flying  Eagle  cents  (first  made  for  cir¬ 
culation  in  1857)  was  adopted  for  the  new 
five-cent  piece,  which  would  be  better 
called  a  "copper,"  for  the  composition  was 
25%  nickel  and  75%  copper  with  enough 
nickel  to  provide  its  silvery  color. 

In  1867,  after  some  nickels  with  reverse 
rays  were  made,  the  rays  were  discontin¬ 
ued,  leaving  a  ring  of  13  stars  surrounding 
the  numeral  5.  This  design  was  produced 
continuously  through  1883. 

Today,  all  Shield  nickels  are  collectible. 
Among  circulation  strikes  the  1867  With 
Rays  is  viewed  as  scarce,  particularly  in 
higher  grades,  and  the  1879, 1880,  and  1881 
are  elusive  in  any  and  all  grades. 

Among  Proofs  the  1866  is  very  scarce 
and  is  in  demand  as  a  "type"  coin.  The 
1867  With  Rays  Proof  is  a  major  rarity,  with 
perhaps  fewer  than  two  dozen  known  to 
exist.  The  1877  and  1878  are  highly  impor¬ 
tant  as  Proof-only  dates— as  no  circulation 
strikes  were  made.  The  Proof  mintage  of 
1877  is  estimated  to  be  from  about  510  up 
to  Dave  Bowers'  suggested  figure  of  about 
1,250.  The  1878  mintage  was  recorded  bv 
the  Mint  and  was  2,350  pieces. 

Sources: 

Letter  from  James  Pollock,  Director  of  the  Mint, 
to  Hon.  Hugh  Mc-Culloch,  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  dated  May  28,  1866,  Records  of  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States,  1866,  Philadelphia,  National  Ar¬ 
chives,  Washington,  DC. 

Breen,  Walter,  Walter  Breen  s  Complete  Emyclope 
dia  o/U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins.  Garden  City,  NY,  F.C.I. 
Press,  Inc.,  1988,  p.  247. 
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Miscellaneous  Items 


Proof  Sets 

1942  six-piece  Proof  set.  Average  grade  Proof  64  to 

65.  The  silver  and  nickel  issues  — including  the 
two  types  of  five-cent  pieces,  nickel  and  wartime 
silver  composition  — display  pale  golden  high¬ 
lights,  while  the  cent  is  fully  red.  A  delightful  set 

overall . 695 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Average  grade  Proof  64  to 

67.  Housed  in  original  box . 535 

1953  five-piece  Proof  set.  Average  grade  Proof  64  to 

67.  Housed  in  plastic  holder . 229 

1953  five-piece  Proof  set.  Average  grade  Proof  64  to 
67.  Housed  in  original  box . 249 

Patterns 


Choice  Proof  1869  Nickel  5<C  Pattern 
1869  pattern  five-cent  Piece.  Pollock-732,  Judd-684. 
Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel,  plain  edge. 
Satiny  silver  gray  devices  and  mirror  fields.  Ob¬ 
verse  similar  to  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of  the  era 

save  for  overall  larger  diameter . 1,895 

Head  of  Liberty  to  left,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
around,  similar  to  the  circulating  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of 
the  era,  reverse  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  a  ribbon  atop  a 
wreath,  V  within  the  wreath. 

Desirable  1869  Pattern  Dime 
Standard  Silver  Issue 

1869  pattern  dime.  P-787,  J-708.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  STANDARD  SIL¬ 
VER  issue.  Bright  and  lustrous  with  lightly 
frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  A  sheen  of  pale 
champagne  toning  graces  both  sides.  A  lovely 
Proof  example  of  a  popular  pattern  issue.  .  1,575 

1869  Pollock-808  Pattern  Quarter 


1869  pattern  quarter  dollar.  P-808,  J-727.  Proof-65 

f  NGC)  Brilliant  and  reflective  surfaces  with  excel¬ 
lent  eye  appeal  and  frosted  devices.  A  beautiful 
but  unfortunately  never  adopted  design  and  a 


piece  of  coining  history  that  would  certainly  en¬ 
liven  a  collection  of  quarters  of  the  period.  2,495 

Popular  1859  Silver  50C  Pattern 
1859  pattern  half  dollar.  P-295,  J-239.  Rarity-5.  Proof- 

62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Bright  steel  gray 
with  splashes  of  pale  heather  at  the  rims.  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  an  impressive  design  type.  1,995 

Tall  and  stately  head  of  Liberty  to  right,  oak  and  cotton 
wreath  in  her  hair,  ribbon  emblazoned  with  LIBERTY  around 
her  shoulders,  date  below.  Reverse  with  1/2  /  DOLLAR 
within  wreath. 


Gem  1869  P-831  Half  Dollar 


1869  pattern  half  dollar.  P-831,  J-748.  Proof-65 

(NGC).  Bright  reflective  surfaces  with  just  the 
lightest  hint  of  golden  toning  near  the  rims  and 
frosted  devices.  Superb  eye  appeal,  even  for  this 
grade . 2,695 

Gem  1869  P-839  Half  Dollar 


1869  pattern  half  dollar.  P-839,  J-755.  Proof-65 

(NGC).  Lovely  pale  gold  toning  at  the  rims  en¬ 
circles  reflective  light  gray  surfaces.  Obverse  de¬ 
sign  a  bit  different  from  the  above  coin,  the 
present  rare  variety  features  a  more  robust  Lib¬ 
erty.  A  desirable  and  supremely  attractive  speci¬ 
men . 3,295 

Delightful  Proof  1879  Pattern  Dollar 
1879  pattern  dollar.  P-1813,  J-1617.  Rarity-3.  Proof-62 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Bright  silver  gray 
with  just  a  whisper  of  rose  iridescence.  A  popular 


and  affordable  issue,  and  a  nice  adjunct  to  a  silvei 

dollar  collection . 2,695 

Large  head  of  Liberty  to  left,  LIBERTY  upon  coronet  ir 
her  hair,  seven  stars  before  portrait,  six  stars  behind,  E 
PLURIBUS  UNUM  above,  date  below.  Reverse  with  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  ONE  DOLLAR  around  a  wreath, 
beaded  circle  within  wreath,  895.8  S.  /  4.2  -  G.  /  100  -  C.  /  2f 
GRAMS  within  circle,  DEO  EST  GLORIA  on  cartouche  at  top 
of  wreath. 

1879  pattern  goloid  metric  dollar.  P-1822,  J-1626  AU- 

50.  Very  light  silvery  gray  surfaces  with  faint  gold 
toning.  An  attractive,  lightly  circulated  example 

of  this  popular  pattern  issue . 1,295 

Attribution  is  listed  as  Pollock-1822,  Judd-1626.  Suet 
attribution  is  for  the  goloid  alloy,  however,  this  may  be  the 
silver  alloy  catalogued  as  P-1823,  J-1627.  The  only  way  tc 
distinguish  between  these  alloys  is  through  metallurgical 
testing. 

1880  Metric  Reverse  Pattern  Dollar 
Silver,  Reeded  Edge 
From  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 


1880  pattern  dollar.  P-1848,  J-1648.  Rarity-6+.  8/7 
Metric  reverse.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Silver  gray  with  delightful  hints  of  pak 
gold,  especially  at  the  rims.  A  modest  cameo  con 
trast  is  present.  Some  faint  planchet  preparatior 
lines  are  seen  at  the  centers,  as  made,  and  do  little 
to  hinder  the  overall  appeal  of  this  rare  patterr 
issue.  A  great  opportunity  to  own  a  piece  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  history . 6,35C 

Obverse  with  coiled  hair  head  of  Liberty  to  left  LIBERIA 
upon  a  ribbon  in  her  hair,  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  above,  daft 
below.  Reverse  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  ONI 
DOLLAR  around  a  wreath,  beaded  circle  within  wreath,  895.f 
S.  /  4.2  -  G.  /  100  -  C.  /  25  GRAMS  within  circle,  DEO  ESI 
GLORIA  on  cartouche  at  top  of  wreath. 

Counterstamped  Coins 

1807  ( >  large  i  ent  Sheldon  273  (  ounh  rstunped  01 
the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with  crown  nbovt 
all  in  oval  punch.  F-15 . 29 
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Commemorative  Coins  for  Sale 


Tokens,  Medals,  Etc. 

Hard  Times  token.  1833  Low-72.  Rarity-6.  Francis 
Brigham.  AU-50.  Cheapside,  New  Bedford,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  token.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  is¬ 


sue,  perennially  a  favorite  rarity,  depicting  as  it 
does  a  long  row  of  storefronts  in  this  whaling 
port . 1,095 

Brigham  was  an  entrepreneur  and  engaged  in  pursuits 
ranging  from  dentistry  to  retailing,  in  the  jack-of-all-trades 
style  of  certain  other  figures  who  were  memorialized  by 


tokens  and  other  numismatic  items  (e.g.,  Lewis  Feuchtwangcr 
at  the  high  end,  Dr.  G.G.  Wilkins  at  the  low  end). 

Hard  Times  token.  1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham. 
Cheapside,  New  Bedford  token.  VF-30.  From  the 

Garrett  sale.  Lot  1155 .  325 

Hard  Times  token:  1835  L-176.  HT-434.  Gustin  & 


Frank  J.  Katen  (1903-2001) 


Recently,  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  published  this  notice,  a  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  passing  of  one  of  the  most 
respected  figures  in  numismatics,  the  lat¬ 
est  in  an  unfortunate  string  of  recent  losses 
of  great  people  in  our  hobby: 

ANA  Tribute 

Frank  J.  Katen,  noted  American  nu¬ 
mismatic  bibliophile,  died  January  21, 
2001,  on  his  98th  birthday. 

"Frank  had  a  long  and  distinguished 
affiliation  with  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  (ANA)  and  the  numismatic 
hobby,"  says  ANA  Executive  Director 
Edward  C.  Rochette.  "From  the  moment 
he  joined  the  ANA  in  1942,  Frank  sup¬ 
ported  the  collector,  and  his  work  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  dealers  was, 
without  question,  greatly  appreciated  by 
all." 

Katen  began  his  involvement  in  nu¬ 
mismatics  with  "old  pennies,"  says  his 
wife,  Laurese.  He  went  to  a  coin  store, 
bought  a  folder  and  began  filling  it. 
"When  he  found  he  was  unable  to  fill 
some  of  the  holes,  he  went  back  to  the 
store  and  found  coins,  like  a  1914-D,  for 
sale  for  $2,"  Laurese  Katen  continues.  "He 
then  decided  he  would  read  up  on  numis¬ 
matics,  and,  being  a  voracious  reader,  he 
began  buying  books  that  would  become 
his  great  library." 

Born  in  Bronx,  New  York,  in  1903, 
Katen  began  dealing  in  numismatic  mate¬ 
rial  in  1938  and  was  ANA  Life  Member 
132.  In  1945  he  opened  a  coin  shop  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  and  a  year  later  he 
became  secretary  of  the  American  Coin 
Dealers  Association,  which  was  designed 
to  benefit  the  collector  and  dealer.  Al¬ 
though  the  group  eventually  disbanded,  it 
helped  lay  the  foundation  for  today's  Pro¬ 
fessional  Numismatists  Guild  (PNG). 
Katen  also  was  a  founding  member  of  the 
International  Association  of  Professional 
Numismatists  (IAPN),  which  was  created 
in  1951. 

In  1977  Katen  and  his  wife  donated 
their  time  to  appraise  the  ANA  Library, 


valuing  the  then  11,280-title  collection  at 
more  than  $200,000.  Last  August  Katen  do¬ 
nated  a  substantial  number  of  books  and 
catalogues  to  the  Association's  Library. 

Katen  and  his  wife,  who 
moved  to  Maryland  in  the  early 
1970s,  were  the  first  to  jointly  re¬ 
ceive  the  ANA's  Medal  of  Merit, 
in  1978.  He  also  received  the 
ANA  Presidential  Award  in  1993 
and  was  honored  the  following 
year  by  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society,  which  granted  him 
a  life  membership.  Katen  was  a 
member  of  a  number  of  numis¬ 
matic  organizations,  including  the 
Royal  Numismatic  Society,  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Bibliomania  Society, 

New  York  Coin  Club,  Montgom¬ 
ery  County  (Maryland)  Coin 
Club,  Metropolitan  Washington 
Numismatic  Association  and  the 
former  Middle  Atlantic  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  (MANA),  which  became  part  of  Eastern 
States  Numismatic  Association— a  co-spon¬ 
sor  of  the  ANA  World's  Fair  of  Money®  in 
Philadelphia  last  summer. 

Katen  is  survived  by  his  wife;  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Dr.  Frances  Katen  Burke  of  Boston,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  anti  Ruby  Goldsand  of  Virginia 
Beach,  Virginia;  a  son,  Frank  Katen  Jr.,  and  a 
stepson,  Larry  Keith  Pusey,  both  of  Silver 
Spring,  Maryland;  a  sister,  Anita  Katen 
Richau  of  Las  Vegas,  Nevada;  a  brother, 
Michael  Katen  of  Florida;  a  step-brother 
Ferdinand  Grayson  of  New  Orleans,  Louisi¬ 
ana;  six  grandchildren;  and  three  great 
grandchildren... 

Commentary 

Unmentioned  was  Katen's  great  joust 
with  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
which  is  recited  in  great  detail  in  Tire  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association's  Centennial  His¬ 
tory  1891-1991.  He  alleged  that  funds  were 
being  misused  and  that  the  membership  was 
being  deceived.  Later,  it  came  to  light  that, 
indeed,  there  were  many  irregularities,  even 
including  good  evidence  of  election  fraud. 
Katen  thus  became  recognized  as  a  champion 


of  ANA  members'  rights.  Belatedly,  years 
later,  the  Board  of  the  ANA  apologized 
and,  as  the  ANA  commentary  noted,  gave 
him  several  awards. 
The  writer  (QDB)  in¬ 
terviewed  Frank  at 
length  on  this  and 
other  matters  a  few 
years  ago.  This  and 
some  other  aspects  of 
his  life  are  discussed 
below. 

I  knew  Frank  for  a 
long  time  and  consid¬ 
ered  him  to  be  a  fine 
gentleman.  For  quite 
a  while  between  his 
involvement  as  a  rare 
coin  dealer  in  the 
1940s  and  1950s,  and  his  reemergence  as  a 
prominent  figure  in  numismatic  literature 
sales,  he  was  deeply  involved  in  the  ad¬ 
vertising  business.  A  number  of  years 
ago,  I  visited  Frank  and  his  wife  Laurese 
in  their  home  in  Washington,  and  a  nice 
afternoon  was  spent  talking  about  the 
"good  old  days"  in  the  coin  business, 
which  for  Katen  were  years  earlier  than 
mine.  One  wall  of  Katen's  home  was 
lined  with  photographs  picturing  him 
with  nationally-known  dignitaries  —  from 
his  career  in  the  advertising  profession. 

Frank  will  be  remembered  as  a  kind, 
careful,  considerate  individual,  a  profes¬ 
sional  of  high  ethical  standing  and  great 
expertise.  Most  probably  the  history  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  as 
we  know  it  would  be  much  different  if  a 
half  century  ago  the  Board  of  Directors 
has  tapped  his  talents  and  adopted  his 
reforms.  However,  that  was  not  to  be. 

Frank's  legacy  is  immense  and  includes 
memories  shared  by  all  of  his  friends  as 
well  as  a  fine  repertoire  of  catalogues,  ar¬ 
ticles,  and  other  printed  material. 
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Miscellaneous  Items  for  Sale 


Blake.  Chelsea,  Vermont.  AG-3  Copper.  Plain 
edge  Retouched  reverse  die.  Soft  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 439 

This  token,  rare  in  its  own  right  and  even  rarer  as  one  of 
the  few  early  tokens  available  from  the  state  of  Vermont,  was 
struck  from  very  crude  dies  — which,  numismatically,  makes 
such  pieces  all  the  more  desirable. 

1863  J.A.  Bolen  Token,  1865.  Obverse  with  portrait  of 
Bolen  and  date.  Reverse  with  advertisement,  DIE 
/  SINKER,  etc.  Springfield,  Mass.  Considered  by 
some  to  be  a  Civil  War  token  because  of  the  date. 
Issues  with  the  Portrait  of  Bolen  are  somewhat 

scarce.  MS-62  RB . 209 

Undated  (c.1854)  token.  Test  planchet  AU . 2,350 

Mexican  War  Palmetto  Regiment  Medal 
Mexican  War  medal.  South  Carolina  Palmetto  regi¬ 
ment  medal,  silver.  AU-58.  Lovely  iridescent 
toned  Mint  State.  Awarded  to  James  Romedy. 
Obverse  with  luxuriant  palmetto  tree  at  center,  TO 
THE  /  PALMETTO  REGIMENT  in  separate  areas 
below,  and  with  two  shields,  one  inscribed  1846 
and  the  other  1847,  leaning  against  the  tree  trunk. 
Around  are  inscriptions  in  Latin  and  English.  Cen¬ 
tered  above  the  palmetto  is  an  American  eagle 
holding  a  ribbon  inscribed  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM. 
The  reverse  illustrates  a  tumultuous  battle  scene 
with  a  ship  nearing  shore,  while  soldiers  stream 
toward  a  church  and  castle  in  the  distance,  while  at 
sea  ships  discharge  cannons  with  voluminous 
smoke.  At  the  prow  of  the  ship  is  a  captain  holding 
a  sword  in  one  hand  and  the  palmetto  regiment 
flag  in  the  other.  Surrounding  are  inscriptions  re¬ 
lating  to  places  of  action.  A  very  handsome  medal 
from  its  design,  historical  in  its  importance,  and 
beautiful  in  its  preservation . 2,350 

Washington  Inaugural  Button 
Undated  (circa  1789)  Washington  Inaugural  button. 
Cobb-21.  Rarity-7.  VG.  Four  to  five  known.  Ob¬ 
verse  with  UNITY  PROSPERITY  &  INDEPEN¬ 
DENCE  around  border,  within  which  is  enclosed 
in  a  ring  a  radiant  sun  with  13  rays  each  pointing 
to  a  six-pointed  star.  Holed  for  suspension.  Traces 

of  shank  position  on  reverse . 2,995 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker-14,  Kennev-7.  Robinson 
copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

Washington /Confederate  Cent  Muling 


Undated  (c.l 874).  Washington  Head  Confederate 
cent  muling.  The  only  one  struck,  this  is  an  "old 
friend"  and  was  featured  in  one  of  our  catalogues 
decades  ago!  Recently,  we  bought  it  back.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  numismatic  tradition  this  was  made  by  or 
for  Henry  Chapman.  Listed  in  the  Fuld  reference 
as  unique  Quite  possibly  the  very  rarest  die  im¬ 


pression,  original  or  restrike,  of  any  1861  Confed¬ 
erate  States  of  America  coin!  Now,  you  can  buy  it 
from  us  for .  24,000 

1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1792  Dickeson  "cent."  MS-64  RB.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  "1792  trial  piece,"  actually  made 
circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  revenue  stamp 
die.  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  was  the  pro¬ 
genitor.  An  attractive  and  perennially  interesting 
issue . 1,795 

"Grand  Series  of  National  Medals" 
Events  in  British  History 
Silver  Proofs  in  Book-Style  Case 

1820  "Grand  Series  of  National  Medals"  published 
by  James  Mudie,  himself  an  engraver.  This  lovely 
set  of  large  silver  medals,  arranged  in  two  large 
velvet  drawers  within  an  ornate  red  case,  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  original  book-style  catalogue 
listing  the  subscribers,  is  one  of  the  most  beauti¬ 
ful  medallic  sets  we  have  ever  offered.  Original 
subscribers  to  the  set  started  with  His  Majesty 
King  George  IV  and  included  many  other  lumi¬ 
naries  (see  notes).  The  set  showcased  the  works  of 
various  engravers,  who  cut  dies  for  subjects  sug¬ 
gested  by  Mudie,  the  engravers  including  Brenet, 
Dubois,  Mills,  Webb,  and  William  Wyon,  among 
others.  Each  medal  is  carefully  done,  from  dies 
with  excellent  detail  (each  is  a  treat  to  study  un¬ 
der  magnification,  which  we  spent  a  pleasant 
hour  doing).  Proofs,  mirror  finish,  some  light  han¬ 
dling  marks.  Attractive  light  toning.  A  splendid 
set  that  would  make  a  fantastic  display  in  an  of¬ 
fice  or  cabinet  of  curiosities  -  the  latter  being  how 
such  sets  were  displayed  in  country  houses, 
castles,  or  even  John  Allan's  (see  below)  town- 
house  in  New  York  City.  Includes  40  medals,  41.1 
mm.  each,  two  drawers,  fitted  case  with  gold 
embossing  on  cover,  and  original  accompanying 
bound  catalogue  or  book . 19,500 

Only  three  Americans  were  subscribers  to  this  set  in  1820: 
"Allan,  John,  Esq.  United  States,"  Mr.  Paine  (New  York),  and 
Thomas  Lyman,  Esq.  ("United  States"). 

Other  subscribers  included  His  Majesty  George  IV,  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Sussex,  and  a  list  of  other  royal  and  state  person¬ 
ages.  It  seemed  that  no  British  palace  or  country  estate 
would  have  been  complete  without  a  set!  Other  patrons, 
obscure  and  well  known,  included  these  selected  listings: 
Miss  Scott,  Rose  Cottage,  Cobham,"  Lieutenant  General 
Duncan  Campbell  (who  ordered  three  full  sets);  the  part¬ 
nership  of  Zanetti  and  Agnew,  Manchester,  who  ordered 
six  sets;  Messrs.  Marsh  &  Co.,  Bankers;  Messrs.  Thomason 
and  Jones,  of  Birmingham,  two  sets,  Thomason  being  a 
well-known  engraver  of  the  period;  William  Wyon,  distin¬ 
guished  engraver  at  the  Royal  Mint,  London.  Quantity 
purchasers  included  Messrs.  Solomon  and  Lewis,  location 
not  given,  50  sets;  Mr.  M.  Young,  location  not  given,  55  sets; 
and  Mr.  Whiteaves  of  Fleet  Street,  London,  who  signed  up 
for  an  amazing  93  sets.  Remarkable  for  their  absence  are 
collectors  and  engravers  from  France,  perhaps  due  to  the 
political  difficulties  between  England  and  France  in  recent 
times.  However,  Mrs.  Brown,  otherwise  unidentified,  is 
listed  from  Paris,  as  is  LeBaron  Denon,  described  as  "late 
director  of  the  Louvre." 


Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals:  •  Baker-42< 
Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1010.6  grains.  Dia 
eter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Rich  chocolate  brown  st 
faces  with  traces  of  gold,  russet,  and  blue  toni 
in  the  fields.  Reflective  obverse  fields,  while  t 
reverse  is  more  satiny  with  subdued  lustre.  •  C 
bronze  (unlisted  in  Baker).  Plain  edge.  Weigi 
1069.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Brig 
golden  surfaces  with  pleasing  reflectivity  in  t 
fields.  The  devices  are  bold  and  satiny.  Some  lig 
hairlines  are  noted.  •  B-426B.  White  metal,  pla 
edge.  Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mi 
Proof.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply  mirrori 
fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo  between  beii 
the  satiny  silver  devices.  A  beautiful  threesor 
counted  by  some  among  the  most  beautiful  Was 
ington  medals  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the  1876  Ce 
tennial  Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared  ar 
published  by  Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld,  1 
Ophlrik,  and  V.  Christesen . 1,1: 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our  pred 
cessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  comm: 
sioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well-known  Rochesti 
NY,  die-sinker,  to  create  these  tokens  for  us.  T1 
approximate  size  of  a  United  States  large  cent 
the  1793-1857  years,  and  struck  in  copper,  eai 
token  depicts  on  the  obverse  the  famoi 
IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  tl 
1786-1787  copper  coinage,  "Columbia"  being 
representation  of  "America."  The  reverse  depic 
an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch  and  is  derive 
from  the  design  used  on  the  rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gol 
coin.  Examples  are  with  "antiqued"  finish  < 
made.  Dave  Bowers  discovered  a  little  box  full  < 
these.  Each  $9.95,  25  for . 14 

Canadian 

The  following  selection  of  Canadian  coins — Mil 
State  and  Specimen  strikes  — were  specially  struck  < 
the  behest  of  a  supervisor  at  the  Royal  Canadia 
Mint  in  Ottawa  and  put  away  by  him  in  the  year 
they  were  issued.  Much  extra  care  and  preparatio 
was  exercised  in  the  striking  of  these  special  piece1 
and  they  are  far  superior  to  other  coins — both  circt 
lation  strikes  and  Specimens— produced  at  the  time 
Some  of  the  Mint  State  pieces  are  so  spectacular  i 
their  strike  and  surface  characteristics  that  they  ag 
pear  to  be  Specimen  strikes  when  viewed  from  th 
obverse.  The  actual  Specimen  strikings  are  no  les 
incredible,  and  many  of  them  have  exceedingly  Iov 
mintages;  in  most  cases  just  a  few  dozen -o 
fewer— pieces  were  produced.  The  silver  pieces  ex 
hibit  very  deep  (almost  "black")  mirror  fields  witl 
contrasting  frosty  devices  and  razor  sharp  strike" 
We  were  very  fortunate  and  purchased  the  majorih 
of  the  hoard,  and  we  are  now  quite  pleased  to  offe 
the  following  lovely  Canadian  coins  to  you  on 
first-come,  first-served  basis.  What  a  grand  wav  t« 
begin  a  collection  of  impressive  Canadian  coins 
please  remember,  after  this  amazing  group  is  gone 
there  will  be  no  more! 
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Canadian  One-Cent  Pieces 


Full  Red  1876-H  Specimen  Large  Cent 


1876-H  Specimen-65  RD  (PCGS).  Full  coppery  red 
faded  in  areas  to  violet.  Lovely  frosted  devices 
and  heavily  mirrored  fields  with  few  blemishes. 
A  desirable  and  attractive  specimen  free  of  the 
typically  seen  impairments . 4,495 

1946  Specimen-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  with 
deeper  highlights  on  the  King's  portrait . 295 

1946SP-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  with 
obverse  cameo  contrast . 235 

1946  SP-63  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  with  strong  eye 

appeal . 195 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  red 

example  of  this  popular  issue . 395 

In  1948,  alter  India  gained  its  independence  from  Great 
Britain,  the  Royal  Mint  in  England  produced  back-dated  dies 
for  all  the  denominations,  cent  through  dollar,  that  featured  a 
maple  leaf  after  the  date.  The  maple  leaf  signified  that  the  coins 
were  struck  in  1948  from  1947-dated  dies  that  still  carried  the 
titulature  ET IND  IMP  ("and  Emperor  of  India").  Later  in  1948, 
new  1948-dated  dies  were  delivered  to  Ottawa  with  the  now 
meaningless  ET  IND  IMP  removed  from  the  design.  The  actual 
1948-dated  coinage  of  Canada  has  produced  key  dates  in  all  the 
denominations  as  a  result  of  the  late  arrival  of  the  1948-dated 
dies,  as  production  runs  were  short  at  the  end  of  1948. 

1948  SP-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  An  important 

date.  Rare  so  fine . 575 

1949SP-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  249 

Canadian  Five-Cent  Pieces 


1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Highly  brilliant  with  a  touch  of 

frosty  cameo  contrast.  A  pleaser . 295 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous 

with  strong  eye  appeal . 295 

1951  Nickel  commemorative.  SP-66  (PCGS).  A  bright 
and  reflective  beauty.  Struck  to  commemorate  the 

isolation  of  nickel  as  a  metal  in  1751 .  495 

1951  Nickel  commemorative.  SP-65  (PCGS) . 295 

1951  Nickel  commemorative.  SP-64  (PCGS) . 150 


Canadian  10-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Modest  cameo  contrast  and  a  hint 

of  lovely  golden  toning . 375 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  of  the 

highest  order.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  lend 
dramatic  contrast  and  superb  eye  appeal . 595 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-66  (PCGS).  Delightfully  brilliant 
and  aesthetically  appealing . 395 

1947  SP-65  (PCGS) . 395 

1948  SP-67  (PCGS).  Superb  brilliance  in  the  mirror 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  design  elements  make 
for  an  extremely  lovely  combination  of  physical 


quality  and  aesthetic  appeal.  A  popular  key  date 

(in  every  denomination) . 650 

1948  SP-66  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  and  light  cameo 

contrast . 375 

1950  SP-65  (PCGS) . 295 

Canadian  25-Cent  Pieces 

1936  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  display  a  high 
degree  of  lustre  and  rich  golden  toning  high¬ 


lights . 495 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Choice  for  the  grade!  . 575 


1948  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  frosty  beauty  with  heavily 
prooflike  fields.  An  important  key  date  within  the 
denomination.  Among  the  highlights  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  group,  particularly  where  quality  and  appeal 
are  concerned.  We  have  a  small  number  of  these, 
some  brilliant,  and  others  that  are  delicately  toned 
with  gold  and  amber  highlights  at  the  rims.  Take 


your  pick! . 995 

1948  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lively  cameo  con¬ 
trast . 450 

1949  SP-64  (PCGS) . 395 

1950  SP-66  (PCGS).  A  hint  of  frost  adorns  the  motifs 

of  this  delightfully  brilliant  gem . 595 

Canadian  50-Cent  Pieces 

1949  SP-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 


Canadian  Dollar 


Lovely  Specimen  1948  Voyageur  Dollar 


1948  SP-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 2,995 

Canadian  $5  Gold 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  yellow  gold 
with  olive  highlights  and  full  mint  lustre.  A  lovely 
example  of  the  type  and  date . 1,175 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  olive 
highlights  and  excellent  lustre,  sharply  struck.  675 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  surfaces 

with  olive  and  copper  highlights  and  superb  lus¬ 
tre.  Excellent  eye  appeal . 675 


Check  Out 
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Canadian  Ten  Dollar  Gold 


Choice  1913  Canadian  $10  Gold 


1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  Not  easv 
to  find  so  choice! . 2,250 


World  Coins 

Colombia.  1827-FM  gold  escudo.  Popayan  Mint.  VF- 

20.  Lustrous  olive-gold . 129 

1788  Mexico.  Eight  scudos  or  "Doubloon."  KM- 
156.2a.  EF-45.  Portrait  of  Charles  III.  Light  yellow 
gold.  A  very  nice  example  of  the  date,  mint,  and 

type.  A  pirate's  delight! . 950 

1875  Netherlands  10G.  MS-64  (NGC) . 129 

Miscellany 


Impressive  "Wheel  of  Fortune"  Device 


Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  "wheel  of  for¬ 
tune"  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  earlv  in  the  20th 
century -just  the  sort  of  device  that  would  have 
been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or  high  in  the  Rockv 
Mountains.  The  wheel,  about  six  feet  in  diameter, 
is  on  its  own  stand  and  is  displaved  in  a  vertical 
position.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with  numbers 
(resembling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored  panels  and  is 
a  very'  impressive  ensemble.  We  came  across  this 
in  an  antique  shop  in  Massachusetts  (where  it  still 
is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  now  offer 
it  for  sale.  In  many  years  of  being  interested  in  an¬ 
tique  gambling  devices,  we've  encountered  onlv 
one  other  for  sale.  Basically  "original"  condition, 
not  repainted,  altered,  or  anything  else.  Needs  a 
few  touches,  but  is  essentially  pristine . 3,450 

"Gold  Rush"  Books 

Books,  originals  and  reprints,  from  the  20th  century 
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relating  to  the  California  Gold  Rush,  travel  over¬ 
land  and  by  sea,  experiences  in  towns  and  min¬ 
ing  camps,  etc.  From  nearly  $100,000  worth  of 
texts,  popular  as  well  as  scholarly,  that  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  bought  in  connection  with  his  Gold  Rush  re¬ 
search.  No  lists  available,  but  satisfaction 
guaranteed  or  items  can  be  returned  within  10 
days.  Mixed  titles  and  subjects,  our  choice,  grab- 
bag  lots,  no  duplicates,  of  items  Dave  found  to  be 
interesting  and/or  useful  in  the  appreciation  of 
this  romantic  era  in  American  history.  Lot  GRB- 
1:  $100;  Lot  GRB-2:  $500;  Lot  GRB-3:  $1,000.  Prices 
include  postage.  Subject  to  availability  and  prior 
sale. 

Bicknell's  Counterfeit  Detectors 
Large  quantity  of  Bicknell's  Counterfeit  Detectors. 
Fine  condition.  Breaking  up  what  may  be  the 
largest  run  in  private  hands.  Wonderful  research 
and  study  archive.  Each  issue  describes  notes  is¬ 
sued  by  banks  and  gives  warnings  about  counter¬ 
feits,  etc.  One  copy:  $79;  10  different  $725.00;  50 
different  $3,450.  Prices  include  postage.  Subject  to 
availability  and  prior  sale. 

Robert  Thaxter  Bicknell,  biographical  notes:  •  1830s 
onward:  In  print  as  Robert  T.  Bicknell.  Includes  informa¬ 
tion  about  posthumous  Bicknell  imprints;  cf.  Dillistin, 
Bank  Note  Reporters,  1949.  •  1830,  July  31:  Bicknell,  a 
Philadelphia,  PA,  seller  of  lottery  tickets,  began  publica¬ 
tion  of  Bicknell's  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  Pennsylvania  Re¬ 
porter  of  Bank  Notes,  Broken  Banks,  Stocks,  etc.  At  the  time 
there  were  about  330  banks  in  the  United  States  This  large 
folio  size  periodical,  published  every  second  Saturday  at 
the  subscription  rate  of  $2  per  year,  became  one  of  the 
more  important  publications  of  its  genre.  After  the  first  six 
months,  the  frequency  was  changed  to  weekly.  •  1831, 
June:  Title  of  weekly  publication  changed  to  Bicknell's 
Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  Prices  Current.  •  1832, 
October  1:  Began  the  publication  of  the  monthly  pamphlet, 
Bicknell's  Counterfeit  Detector  and  Bank  Note  List.  By  May 
1833  the  7th  edition  had  appeared;  frequency  changed  to 
once  every  six  weeks;  later  resumed  monthly  publication; 
still  later  was  published  twice  a  month.  •  1836,  July  19: 
Title  of  weekly  publication  changed  to  Bicknell's  Counter¬ 
feit  Detector,  and  Pennsylvania  Reporter  of  Bank  Notes  • 
1836,  July:  One  week  later,  the  title  of  the  weekly  publica¬ 
tion  was  changed  again,  to  Bicknell's  Reporter,  Counterfeit 
Detector,  and  General  Prices  Current.  This  title  was  main¬ 
tained  until  the  last  issue  in  large  folio  form,  June  30, 1857. 

•  1839,  May  7:  Robert  Thaxter  Bicknell  died  at  the  age  of 
33.  His  name  and  publication  would  live  long  thereafter  as 
a  relative,  Matthew  T.  Miller,  was  bequeathed  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  continued  to  operate  it  •  1850:  The  weekly 
Bicknell  s  Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  General  Prices 
Current  claimed  a  circulation  of  4,000,  while  the  semi¬ 
monthly  Bicknell's  Counterfeit  Detector  and  Bank  Note  List  is 
said  to  have  5,000  subscribers.  The  weekly  was  generally 
referred  as  the  Reporter,  while  the  semi-monthly  was  nick¬ 
named  the  Detector  •  1853:  Published  the  48-page  The 
American  Book  of  Coins  •  1857,  June  30:  End  of  the  large 
folio-size  weekly  Reporter.  Succeeded  in  time  by  Unlay' s  & 
Bicknell's  Bank  Note  Reporter,  which  was  published  though 
about  1866. 

Silver  Pitcher  by  Coiner  Brasher 
Silver  cream  Pitcher  made  by  Ephraim  Brasher 
and  Counterstamped  twice  (EB  oval),  by 

Ephraim  Brasher,  the  famous  New  York  City 
silversmith  who  supplied  fine  ware  to  George 


Washington,  among  other  clients,  and  who  is 
numismatically  remembered  for  his  famous 
1787  Brasher  doubloons.  The  present  pitcher  is 
in  superb  condition,  having  been  carefully 
cared  for.  It  measures  5-1/2  inches  high  on  a 
square  base  measuring  2-1/2  per  side.  There  is 
silver  beading  around  the  top  of  the  pitcher  and 
where  the  round  bottom  of  the  pitcher  meets 
the  square  base.  On  the  front  is  the  monogram 
script  AB,  for  the  recipient . 5,950 

Over  the  years  we  have  had  only  a  few  silver  pieces  by 
Brasher  including  several  spoons  and,  years  ago,  a  very  nice 
pitcher.  The  present  is  in  extraordinary  condition  and  of 
extraordinary  importance,  certainly  a  fine  addition  to  any 
cabinet  of  early  American  coins. 

1942  "experimental  cent"  related  pieces:  In  1942  the 
United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a  suitable 
replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Being  a  strate¬ 
gic  war  material,  copper  was  in  high  demand. 
Replacement  material  required  various  proper¬ 
ties  to  simulate  copper  as  closely  as  possible. 
Private  companies  were  contacted  to  explore 
materials  as  diverse  as  plastic  and  glass.  Special 
dies  were  prepared  for  use  in  the  testing  process. 
The  firms  involved  provided  sample  planchets 
which  were  struck  with  these  dies.  We  were  for¬ 
tunate  to  acquire  a  small  quantity  of  plastic 
"planchets"  or  disks  which  were  left  over  from 
one  of  the  private  companies  involved.  We  have 
two  different  types  of  material:  general-purpose 
phenolic  resin  is  very  dark  brown,  weighs  10.30 
grains  and  has  six  concentric  circles  raised  on 
each  side.  (40  pieces)  The  Urea-formaldehyde 
plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  10.76  grains.  These 
also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each  side.  (10 
pieces)  Order  either  type,  each  for . 59 

Currency 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  currency— always  a 
favorite  series  with  us,  especially  in  our  auction  sales. 
And,  of  course,  Lyn  Knight,  whose  firm  is  part  of  our 
parent  company,  Collectors  Universe,  seems  to  have 
a  monopoly  on  rarities. 

Each  of  the  notes  we  offer  is  selected  for  quality 
within  its  listed  grade.  Enjoy  our  listing. 


"Gem"  Sheet  of  Fractional  Currency! 
1st  Issue,  "Postage  Currency"  5  Cents 


Original  uncut  sheet  (20  notes)  of  five-cent  Frac¬ 
tional  currency.  1st  issue,  Postal  Currency. 
Crisp  Uncirculated.  A  splendid  sheet,  with  the 


five-cent  denomination  being  made  from  the 
contemporary  five-cent  postage  stamp  design 
This  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  handled  in  oui 
experience -which  dates  back  to  well  over  41 
years.  There  are  full  margins  on  both  sides.  Thi>- 
very  attractive  sheet  would  make  an  ideal  dis¬ 
play  item  if  framed;  it  is  carefully  placed  be¬ 
tween  two  sheets  of  Lucite . 4,950 

Pels  "rebus  Puzzle"  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  purchased. 

Crisp  Uncirculated . : . 375 

$1.  Friedberg-27.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1878. 
Allison-Gilfillan.  Serial:  A386668.  Gem  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  A  delightful,  high-grade  example  of  this 
attractive  Legal  Tender.  The  face  is  nicely  cen¬ 
tered,  though  the  back  is  somewhat  uneven.  Still, 
the  bold  color  and  full  body  hold  this  note  to  the 
Gem  category.  Only  this  single  type  was  issued  as 

the  Series  of  1878 .  1,445 

$1.  F-30.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Bruce- 
Wyman.  Serial:  Z38748734.  Gem  Uncirculated.  A 
bright  note  with  full,  original  color  and  nicely 
embossed  printing.  A  light  printing  wrinkle  is 
noted,  as  is  a  small,  well-hidden  area  of  discolora¬ 
tion  on  the  back.  Well  margined  and  highly  attrac¬ 
tive . 1,239 

$1.  F-30.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Bruce- 
Wyman.  Serial:  Z41560871.  Gem  Uncirculated. 
Bold  original  color,  broad  even  margins,  full 
body  and  freshness.  This  note  has  it  all!  A  superb 
example  to  fill  in  or  begin  a  high-grade  collec¬ 
tion . 1,239 

$1.  F-30.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880.  Bruce- 
Wyman.  Serial:  Z54761879.  AU.  An  aesthetic 
delight  offering  bold  ink  color  and  bright, 
fresh  paper.  Close  examination  reveals  a  pair 
of  faint  creases.  Excellent  visual  appeal  for  the 

grade . 479 

$1.  F-37.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917.  Elliott- 
Burke.  Serial:  M77677A.  Choice  Uncirculated. 
Crackling  fresh  and  boldly  printed  with  bright 
red  seal  and  serial  numbers.  The  centering  is  no¬ 
ticeably  off,  otherwise  the  note  would  qualify  for 
a  higher  grade.  A  quality  note  with  a  popular  ra¬ 
dar  serial  number . 379 

$1.  F-219.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886. 
Rosecrans-Huston.  Serial:  B55288439.  Gem  Un¬ 
circulated.  Good  fresh  paper  quality  and  bold  ink 
color.  A  beautiful,  well-margined  Martha  Wash¬ 
ington  featuring  the  popular  and  visually  striking 
fancy  back.  The  back  design  would  change  to  a 
somewhat  more  simple  style  for  the  follow  Series 

of  1891 .  2,339 

$1.  F-237.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923.  Speelman- 
White.  Serial:  B65085388D.  Gem  Uncirculated.  As 
crisp  and  fresh  as  the  day  it  was  printed.  The 
margins  are  slightly  uneven,  though  not  enough 

so  to  be  a  distraction.  A  quality  example . g5 

$1.  F-237.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  lg23.  Speelman- 
White.  Serial:  N16111116D.  Gem  Uncirculated. 
Nice  margins  and  pleasing,  bright  ink  tones. 
Slight  teller  smudging  is  evident,  though  barely 
worthy  of  note . *>5 
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Miscellaneous  Items  for  Sale 


Id - 

$1.  F-237.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923.  Speelman- 
White.  Serial:  R44007274B.  Gem  Uncirculated. 
Crackling  fresh,  bright  and  delightful  overall.  A 
superb  example  with  broad  even  margins  all 
around.  A  popular  note  for  beginning  collectors, 

or  a  super  example  for  a  high-grade  set . 95 

$1.  F-238.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923.  Woods- 
White.  Serial:  B62656314E.  Gem  Uncirculated. 
Bright  and  fresh  with  good  margins  and  bold 
ink  tones.  Nicely  embossed  serial  numbers  and 

seals . 95 

$1.  F-238.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923.  Woods- 
White.  Serial:  A91382756E.  Gem  Uncirculated. 
Another  high-grade  specimen  with  nice  margins 

and  color . 95 

$1.  F-351.  Treasury  or  Coin  Note.  Series  of  1891. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:  B48802771.  Choice  AU. 
Bright  and  nicely  margined.  Two  light  vertical 
creases  account  for  the  grade.  A  beautiful  design 
featuring  the  engraved  portrait  of  Edwin  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War  under  President  Lincoln  during 

the  Civil  War . 655 

$1.  F-352.  Treasury  or  Coin  Note.  Series  of  1891. 
Bruce-Roberts.  Serial:  B55141086.  Choice  AU. 
Very  light  creases  are  visible  only  under  very 
close  examination.  A  note  with  beautiful  color 
and  offering  a  great  deal  of  aesthetic  quality  con¬ 
sidering  the  assigned  grade . 689 

$1.  F-711.  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note.  Series  of  1918. 
Teehee-Burke.  Serial:  B811118A.  Choice  AU. 
Bright  and  bold  with  excellent  freshness  and  rich 
ink  tones.  Heavily  embossed  serial  numbers  and 
seal.  Unfortunately,  a  long  horizontal  crease  holds 
this  to  AU,  otherwise  superb.  A  popular  radar 
serial  number  is  an  added  bonus . 519 


H<jm  B303699H 


$2.  F-240.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886. 
Rosecrans-Jordan.  Serial:  B303699.  Gem  Uncir¬ 
culated.  A  superb  note  with  deeply  embossed 
serial  numbers,  broad  even  margins,  and  excellent 
color  and  crispness.  An  aesthetic  delight  offering 
all  that  a  discriminating  collector  could  ask  for. 
The  distinctive  portrait  as  left  is  that  of  General 
Winfield  Scott  Hancock,  a  Union  general  during 
the  Civil  War  who  had  earlier  served  in  the  Mexi¬ 
can  War.  He  campaigned  for  the  presidency  of  the 
United  States,  but  lost  the  election  to  James  A. 

Garfield  in  1880 .  2,765 

$2.  F-242.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886. 

Rosecrans-Hyatt.  Serial:  B7729291.  Gem  Uncir¬ 

culated.  A  superb  execution  of  this  impressive 
design.  Rich  ink  colors  contrast  nicely  with  the 
deep  black  printing.  Crisp,  fresh  and  well-mar¬ 
gined.  A  lovely  fancy-back  note  of  a  different  type 
than  the  previous  example . 2,599 


$2.  F-246.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1891.  Tillman- 
Morgan.  Serial:  E10554431.  EF.  A  few  minor 
creases  are  visible  through  the  body  of  the  note. 
Regardless,  the  note  offers  excellent  visual  appeal 
for  the  technical  grade.  A  bright  and  attractive 
example  with  good  margins  and  retaining  nice 
overall  integrity.  Even  some  of  the  original  em¬ 
bossing  remains.  Traces  of  a  light  hinge  mark  are 

noted  on  the  face  at  the  top  center . 1,515 

$2.  F-247.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1896.  Tillman- 
Morgan.  Serial:  2003685.  EF.  An  attractive  note 
regardless  of  a  few  creases.  Pleasing  for  the 
grade  and  offering  good  color  and  broad,  even 
margins.  From  one  of  the  most  popular  and  aes¬ 
thetically  elaborate  currency  issues  commonly 
referred  to  at  the  "educational  series."  The  de¬ 
sign  for  this  $2  note  was  originally  intended  for 
a  $50  denomination,  which  was  never  issued. 
The  $50  design  was  used  for  the  $2  note  much  to 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  artist  who  felt  that  the 
integrity  of  the  design  was  so  disrupted  by  the 
changed  denomination  markers,  that  he  refused 
to  endorse  it  as  an  example  of  his  own  finest  ef¬ 
fort . 1,925 

$2.  F-252.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899.  Vernon- 
McClung.  Serial:  E25086634.  VF.  An  evenly  worn 
note  without  distractions.  Close  examination  will 
reveal  tiny  pinholes,  fully  acceptable  at  this  grade 

level . 309 

$2.  F-258.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  N72863838.  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  Excellent  color  and  margins.  A  slight  cen¬ 
ter  fold  is  visible  under  close  scrutiny,  though  not 
creased.  A  nice  overall  appearance . 595 


$5.  F-263.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886. 
Rosecrans-Huston.  Serial:  B28580488.  Choice 
Uncirculated,  and  very  nearly  Gem.  The  back  is 
centered  somewhat  low,  which  accounts  for  the 
grade,  though  a  note  of  this  quality  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  appear  in  the  marketplace  at  a  higher 
level.  Crackling  fresh  paper  and  bold  ink  tones. 
The  margins  are  wide  and  mostly  even.  An  excel¬ 
lent  note  worthy  of  a  fine  collection,  and  rare  so 
nice.  A  very  desirable  issue  with  crossover  inter¬ 
est  from  numismatic  circles  due  to  the  back  design 
featuring  five  1886  Morgan  silver  dollars.  .  5,950 
$5.  F-263.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886. 
Rosecrans-Huston.  Serial:  B28580462.  Choice 
Uncirculated.  Another  beautiful  example,  though 
not  quite  the  equal  of  the  previous  note.  Two  light 
folds  are  noted  in  the  interior  left  end,  likely  the 
result  teller  handling,  as  these  do  not  reach  the 
margins.  Bright,  bold  color  and  fresh  paper  qual¬ 
ity.  Well-margined  and  attractive . 5,399 


$5.  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  A3468295B.  EF  Nearly 
choice  for  the  grade.  Just  two  vertical  creases,  and 
a  light  horizontal  fold  are  noted.  Bright  and  pleas¬ 
ing . 1,305 


$20.  F-375.  Treasury  or  Coin  Note.  Series  of  1891. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:  B208353.  VF.  Well  mar¬ 
gined  and  retaining  nice  body  for  the  grade.  Color 
is  slightly  soft,  but  significant  visual  appeal  re¬ 
mains.  A  scarce  note . 3,575 

$20.  F-1187.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  K84326320.  Gem  Uncir¬ 
culated.  A  delightful  top-grade  note  with  beauti¬ 
ful  bold  color  and  original  freshness.  Nicely 

margined  and  certain  to  please . 1,789 

$20.  F-1187.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  K83320239.  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  Somewhat  tight  at  the  bottom  face  margin, 
though  not  interfering  with  the  design  border. 
Good  color  and  body,  save  for  a  few  internal 
folds,  likely  from  brief  teller  handling . 690 
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$500.  F-1216b.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1882. 
Teehee-Burke.  Serial:  D78687.  EF.  Nicely  cen¬ 
tered  and  boldly  printed  on  each  side.  The  bril¬ 
liant  and  distinctive  orange  hues  being 
especially  bright.  The  bright  rose  treasury  seal 
and  the  deep  blue  serial  numbers  add  to  the  vi¬ 
sual  appeal.  A  highly  desirable  large-size,  high 
denomination  note  of  very  respectable  grade.  A 
showpiece  note  which  could  rank  as  the  valued 
prize  of  most  currency  collections,  and  certainly 
worthy  of  addition  to  the  finest  of  collections. 
Free  of  smudges  and  soil,  and  offering  excellent 
aesthetic  appeal.  A  type  not  represented  in  the 
extraordinary  currency  collection  of  Harry  W. 

Bass,  Jr . 20,625 

$500.  F-121 6b.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1882.  Teehee- 
Burke.  Serial:  D48799.  VF,  and  quite  nice  for  the 
grade.  A  number  of  folds  and  creases  are  evident 
upon  inspection,  though  none  are  heavy  enough  to 
adversely  affect  the  surface  quality.  The  paper  re¬ 
tains  excellent  body  and  nice  color,  commensurate 
with  the  assigned  grade.  The  ink  remains  bold 
Nicely  margined,  though  somewhat  tight  at  the 
upper  right,  a  minor  distraction .  10,125 
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You’ve  come  to  the  right  place  for 


Bausch  &  Lomb  Pocket  Magnifying  Glasses 


Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two  lenses  in  durable 
plastic  case;  two  lenses  fold  into  case,  which  serves  as  handle. 
Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wide  field  of  vision  permits  easy 
inspection  of  coins  for  grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our  favorite 
all-purpose  glass.  $23. 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triple  lens  system,  highly  cor¬ 
rected  optical  glass,  swings  into  chrome-plated  case  which 
serves  as  handle.  7X  power.  Somewhat  limited  field  of  vision; 
excellent  for  detail  work  (overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched 
letters,  etc.).  $44. 


Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive  “Packette”  5X  magnifier  of 
molded  optical  plastic.  Folds  into  plastic  case.  A  good  pocket 
glass  with  good  field  of  vision.  Priced  inexpensively;  if  you  lose 
it,  you  can  easily  buy  another.  $9. 


“Certified  Coin  Estate”  Display  Album  Cases 

This  great  “top  of  the  line” 
product  consists  of  a  finely 
crafted  wooden  case  which 
opens  like  a  book — accented 
with  brass  hinges  and  an 
engravable  brass  nameplate. 

Within  are  three  removable 
leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is 
die-cut  with  nine  openings  suit¬ 
able  for  displaying  your  choice 
of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  and/or  ANACS  plastic  holders.  Thus, 
the  album  will  showcase  in  a  deluxe  manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108 
coins,  would  do  justice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars,  1878-1921,  ever  formed. 

Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-00 1 :  Deluxe  wooden  book-style  album  with  three  trays 
(specify  choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only; 
blue  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only;  black  “universal”  holder  for 
various  types of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray).  $144. 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for 
PCGS  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-021:  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for 
NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $19.95. 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal” 
type  suitable  for  mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your 
choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.”  Our 
most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins.  $22.95. 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the 
above  trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album.  $9.95. 


Eagle  Albums  for  Certified  Coins 


Fiagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all  popular  certified 
coins  in  a  single  album.  PCGS,  NGC,  and  PCI  holders  all  fit 
snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The  smaller  A. N.  A. C.S.  slabs  are 
held  snugly  in  the  album  pockets  with  optional  foam  U- 
shaped  adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear  rigid  page  holds  9 
certified  coins  and  allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 


EAGLE-27: 

3-Page  certified  album 
(holds  27  coins).  $22.50. 
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Books  For  Sale! 


Your  best  investment! 

And  you’ll  love  our  discounts! 
A  win-win  situation  for  you! 


“It  is  chiefly  through  books  that  we  enjoy  intercourse 
with  superior  minds....  God  be  thanked  for  books....” 
- Self-Culture  (Boston,  1838) 

“e-mail  messages  are  temporary,  but  a  book  is  forever.” 
-A.H.  Rafique 

“1  cannot  live  without  books.”  -Thomas  Jefferson, 
letter  to  John  Adams,  June  10,  1815. 

“In  our  new  apartment,  Donna  and  I  have  bookshelves 
in  the  living  room  as  well  as  the  study.  She’s  given  me 
permission  to  put  some  of  my  numismatic  library  in  the 
living  room,  but  only  those  books  and  catalogues  that  have 
‘eye-appeal.’  You  might  be  pleased  to  know  that  my  set  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  catalogues  was  the  first  choice." 
-Denis  W.  Loring 

A  Few  Words  from  Mary  Tocci 

1  love  books!  And,  I  love  to  sell  books!  Every 
day  I  send  books  to  Bowers  and  Merena  clients  in 
all  parts  of  the  world  and,  hopefully,  now  and 
then  to  you.  While  there  are  many  ways  to  spend 
money  in  numismatics,  books  bring  you  an  in¬ 
vestment  in  pleasure  and  knowledge — a  win-win 
situation.  And,  each  of  our  books  is  priced  at  a 
discount:  10%  on  your  order  for  books  totaling 
list  prices  up  to  $100,  and  20%  if  your  list  prices 
add  up  to  $100.01  or  more. 

Then  there  is  the  enjoyment  of  receiving  our 
catalogues  and  magazines  as  they  are  published. 
Have  you  renewed  or  entered  your  new  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  all  of  the  spectacular  catalogues  we  have 
planned  for  the  year  2001  ?  If  not,  call  me  today. 
Our  annual  “subscription  drive”  with  its  once  a 
year  discount  price  of  just  $  135  ($  1 0  cash  savings 
from  the  $145  regular  rate)  is  about  to  end. 

Coin  Collecting  Classics 
Classics  by  definition  endure.  COIN  age  Maga¬ 
zine,  October  1993,  ran  a  feature,  “Top  10  Coin 
Books.”  The  winners  were: 

1.  Waiter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins 

2.  William  H.  Sheldon,  Penny  Whimsy 

3.  Yeoman  and  Bressett,  A  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins 

4  •  Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  The  Early  Coins  of  America; 
and  the  Laws  Governing  Their  Issue  (first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1875 — yes,  1875! — and  still  the  clas¬ 
sic  reference) 

5.  Don  Taxay,  United  States  Mint  and  Coinage 

6. Q.  David  Bowers,  The  History  of  United  States 
Coinage 

7.  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli,  Numismatic  Bibliography 


8.  Barclay  Head,  Historia  Numorum,  A  Manual  of 
Greek  Numismatics 

9. C.  Wyllys  Betts,  American  Colonial  History  il¬ 
lustrated  by  Contemporary  Medals  (published  in 
1894  and  still  the  classic!) 

10.  Krause/M  ishler,  StandardCatalogofWorldCoins 
This  listing  prompted  me  to  mention  four 

titles  among  our  current  best  sellers — two  of 
which  were  not  even  published  hy  1993,  when 
the  COlNage  survey  was  taken.  1  have  omitted 
the  Guide  Book,  simply  because  1  am  supposing 
that  everybody  has  one! 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U  .S .  Half  Cents: 
Nearly  500  fully-illustrated  pages  with  color 
plates  and  the  hardbound  definitive  reference 
on  the  series.  (Stock  No.  BBR-724-  List  $65) 
Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins:  A  one- volume  “library” 
packed  with  research  information.  This  was  the 
No.  1  hook  on  the  COlNage  list!  (Stock  No. 
BBR-764.  List  $135) 

American  Coin  Treasures  arid  Hoards,  hy  Q. 
David  Bowers.  An  exciting  book  first  published 
in  1997  and  now  in  its  second  printing.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-404.  List  $59.95) 

The  History  of  U.S.  Coinage,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Illustrated  by  coins  from  the  fabulous 
Garrett  Collection  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  Uni¬ 
versity.  First  published  in  1979,  approximately 
1 5,000  copies  have  been  sold — and  still  they  sell! 
(Stock  No.  BBM-130.  List  $59.95) 

New  Arrivals  (or  Soon  to  Arrive)! 

Soon  to  arrive  at  our  warehouse  is  what  is 
bound  to  become  a  classic!  I  am  referring  to 
Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  U.S.  Cents 
1793-1814,  edited  by  our  own  Mark  Borckardt, 
working  with  a  veritable  Who’s  Who  in  Collecting 
Cents  roster!  The  895-page  illustrated  volume  is 
on  everyone’s  “must  have”  list  as  it  provides 
anything  and  everything  you’ve  always  wanted 
to  know  about  the  series.  Still  available  are  the 
regular  hardbound  edition,  (Stock  No.  BBR- 
999.  List  price  $89.95),  special  discount  price 
$65;  and  the  deluxe  hardbound  edition  (Stock 
No.  BBR-999-A.  List  price  $149.95),  special 
discount  price  $105.  Order  today  while  these 
discounts  are  still  in  place.  These  are  net,  net 
prices  and  for  this  title  no  further  discounts 
apply.  See  page  8  for  further  details. 


The  ever  popular,  ever  important, 
Cherrypickers’  Guide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties,  hy 
Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton,  is  now  available  as 
a  handy  spiral  bound  edition.  Each  time  we 
offer  this  title  in  any  edition  we  sell  out! 
(Stock  No.  BFI-950.  List  price  $34-95) 


How  to  Order 

Ordering  is  easy:  Just  fax  or  mail  me  your 
order  with  your  check  (by  mail)  or  credit  card 
information  (mail  or  fax).  Or,  easier  yet,  just 
telephone  me  at  1-800-222-5993,  give  me  the 
stock  numbers  of  the  hooks  you  want,  and  I’ll 
add  up  the  list,  give  you  your  best  discount,  and 
send  you  the  books  with  an  itemized  invoice. 
Each  book  we  offer  comes  with  a  30-day  money- 
back  guarantee  of  satisfaction! 

Now  on  to  our  new  titles,  old-time  favorites 
and  to  many  other  interesting  books  you’ll  enjoy! 
,  Thanks, 


Mary  Tocci — Publications  Department 


The  B&M  Staff 

•  President  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review — 

Q.  David  Bowers 

•  Vice  President — Christine  Karsredt 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist:  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Sales 
Manager;  Debbie  McDonald,  Numismatic  Sales 
Associate  ;  Gordon  Wrubel,  Director  of  Numismatic 
Operations . 

•  Auction  Dept. — John  Pack,  Auction  Director; 
Denise  D’Eri,  Cheryl  Perry.  Numismatists:  Mark 
Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  John  J.  Kraljevich, 
Jr.,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank  Van  Valen, 
and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meets,  Manager,  Roberta 
French,  Robert  Lawrence, Christine  Metcalfe.  Drug 
Plascncia,  Manager,  Photography  Department. 

•  Administration — John  Bahalis,  Operations 
Manager;  Carolyn Craigue,  Sheila  Fuller,  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara,  Auction  Coordinator,  Pam  Mitchell, 
Carol  Travers,  Jeremy  Wiggin,  Betty  Wrubel, 
Tim  Wrubel. 

•  Publications  Dept. — John  Bahalis,  Mary  Tocci 

•  Financial  Dept. — Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith 


Q3 


March-April  200?/ Rare  Coin  Review  #140 


-  Jcr/r / 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in 
1  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  information  about 
Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10, 
and  $20  gold  coins. 

1 84  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAK-749. 

List  $19.95 


The  ANA  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  two-volume  hook  on  the  history  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
from  1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  _ 

Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN- 7 10. 

List  $159.00 


Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
1848-1849:  A  Master  of 
American  Sculpture 

By  \iusee  des  Augustins 

This  book  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint 
Gaudens,  his  home,  and  more  including 
specimens  in  the 
museum  of  the 
ANS.  2 1 5  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-601. 

List  $69.95 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-601. 

List  $49.95 


American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War,  1760-1860 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book,  emphasizing  the  story  of 
Augustus  B.  Sage,  will  give  you  an  “1  am 
there”  feeling  for  the  early  days  of  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics. 

432  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-405. 

List  $89.95 


Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested  collector 
needs  to  know  about  half  dimes.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 


A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide 
to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  B outers 

Meet  every  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
cent  in  the  pages  of 
this  fascinating  book 
which,  if  you  read  it, 
will  make  you  an  ex¬ 
pert.  541  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-31 1. 

List  $45.00 


American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards 

By  Q  David  Bowers 

Twenty-two  chapters  are  filled  with 
stories  of  treasures  hidden,  lost,  found, 
and  some  waiting  to 
he  found.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-404. 

List  $59.95 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of 
information  on  these 
popular  series.  1997 
prices  for  every  date 
and  mintmark.  304 
pages,  illustrated 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.BBM-402. 

List  $19.95 


Collecting  Coins  and  Making 
Money,  A  Peek  at  the  19th 
Century 

Introduction  By  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles  from 
the  1 9th  century.  A 
lot  of  fun,  informa¬ 
tive  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple 
pages  on  every  classic  commemorative 
coin  and  previously  unpublished  infor¬ 
mation  about  rarity, 
market  analyses,  etc.! 

768  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-308. 

List  $39.95 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-308A. 

List  $49.95 

Encyclopedia  of 
Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this  book  has 
become  the  standard  reference  on  old- 
time  automatic  music  makers.  If  you  like 
music  or  nostalgia 
you’ll  love  this 
book.  1,008  pages 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802. 

List  $89.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q  David  Bowers 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 


By  Q.  David  Bou/ers 

Covers  all  American  series  fron 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  half  cents  tc 
$20  gold.  Equivalent 
to  a  university  course 
in  coins.  572  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life 
of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his  fas¬ 
cinating  collection 
which,  when  sold,  re¬ 
alized  $44  million! 

1 76  pages,  illustrated. 

Second  printing. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 


The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1 804 
and  the  Exciting  Adventures  of 
Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

TakearideontheU.S.S.  Peacock  as 
it  delivers  the 
“King  of  Coins”  to 
the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat.  Includes  over 
100  biographies  of 
numistmatists. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-407. 

List  $69.95 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its 
loss  and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold 
Rush  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  a  history  of 
the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  416  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-406. 

List  $69.95 


U.S.  Copper  Coins: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  described  in  de¬ 
tail.  176  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on  American  gold 
coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted 
to  know  about  gold 
coins,  he  consulted 
this  book  Award 
winner.  415  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 


United  States  Cold  Corns 

Ac  Ojtfaied  Muatv 
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U.S.  and  Pieces: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-303. 

List  $9.95 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in 
list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Virgil  Brand: 

The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details 
the  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 
Brand  who  assembled 
the  largest  coin  collec¬ 
tion  of  all  time.  248 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


Statehood  Quarters 
Collector’s  Handbook 

By  Kenneth  Bressett 

Includes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter, 
designs,  and  more.  90 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-555. 

List:  $4.99 


CoinWorld  Almanac 

By  The  Editors  of  Coin  World 

This  7th  edition  includes  rarities,  coin¬ 
age  laws,  market  history,  precious  metal$, 
descriptions  of  mints  and  officials,  paper 
money,  grading,  mintage  figures,  and  in¬ 
vestments.  699  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  CWA-250. 

List  $20.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 


By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum 

An  in-depth  survey  of  the  Mint  State 
certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  1892- 
1916.  160  pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 
List  $35.00  - = 


Ihr  Comfrhtr  G*u4p  to 
Cm  ti fieri  llnrbrr  Coinage 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  arcane,  but  fascinating  inquiry  into 
counterstamped  coins.  If  you  buy  this 
book  and  don’t  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30  days,  are- 
fund  will  be  sent, 
and  you  can  keep 
the  book  free!  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  By  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael 
Hodder 

A  companion  to  the  two-volume  ANA 
History.  Specialized  research  articles  by 
some  of  the  hobby's 
leading  figures.  372 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-71 1. 

List  $65.00 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books,  this  volume  appeared  in 
1875  and  has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American 
coins.  378  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Durst  re¬ 
print. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S .  Fey ,  Ph  D  and  Jeff  Oxman 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  1 00  most  popular 
Morgan  dollar  varieties.  Excellent  for 
those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick”  for  valu¬ 
able  die  varieties.  137 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFE-300. 

List  $24.95 
Leatherette. 

Stock  No.  BFE-301. 

List  $24.95 


itit 

EARLY  COIN'S 
A  ML  RICA 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Half  Cents 

The  definitive  reference  on  half  cents 
dated  1793-1857,  this  encyclopedia  cov¬ 
ers  their  produc¬ 
tion,  rarity,  grading, 
and  varieties.  500 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-724. 

List:  $65.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcasing 
at  auction  a  few  years 
ago).  175  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 


The  master  source,  the  fountainhea 
of  information  gathered  over  a  long  pi 

riod  of  years  By  one _ 

of  America’s  most 
highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  research¬ 
ers.  754  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $1 35.00 


WAI  TER  BREEN'S 

COMPLETE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

- OF - 

U.S.  ANI)  COLONIAL 


COINS 


The  Smart  Collector 

By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 

A  handy  commentary.  General  infor¬ 
mation  is  given  concerning  each  design, 
followed  by  “What 
Will  It  Cost?”  and 
“Fast  Facts".  254 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCW-700. 

List  $22.00 


America’s  Money 
America’s  Story 


By  Richard  Doty 


Experience  the  fascinating  evolution 
of  America’s  monetary  system  from  one 
of  the  most  respected  numismatic  schol¬ 
ars  in  the  world.  244 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-500. 

List  $34.95 


The  Soho  Mint  & 

the  Industrialization  of  Money 


By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint  then 


this  book  is  a  “must 
know  about  it,  that 
is  all  the  more  rea¬ 
son  to  order  a  copy! 
254  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-505. 
List  $75.00 


have.”  If  you  don’t 


THE  SOHO  MINT 


Bill  Fivaz’s  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaj 

A  handy  pocket-sized  reference,  de¬ 
signed  to  enable  you  to  recognize  genu¬ 
ine  pieces,  with  the 
potential  to  save  (or 
make)  you  money 
when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BF1-1 15. 

List  $  1 0.00 


Cherrypickers’  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Fiva;  and  J  T  Stanton 
The  1 50  most  in¬ 
teresting  varieties  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  handy, 
spiral-hound  volume 
that  will  fit  in  a  coat 
pocket.  220pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-1 14. 

List  $19.95 
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The  Complete  Guide 
to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  Davul  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with 
enough  information 
tor  two  bixiks!  392  | 

LINCOLN 

Softbound.  CENTS 

sux-k  No.  HI  A  107 

List  $43.95  f  f  1  Vi  «j 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Lawrence 

An  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoy 
ing  the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  art 
some  of  the  charac¬ 
teristics  of  the  obverse  r,„. 
and 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  tocommemo- 
rative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 


The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook 
For  Collectors  and  Investors 

By  Les  &  Sue  Fox 

A  basic  guide  of  rare  United  States 
coins,  includung  the  new  state  quarters. 
Loaded  with  great  ar-  mamrnmmmmam 
tides,  charts  and 
color  illustrations. 

2 1 6  pages.  handbook 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFO-750. 

List  $9.95 


Helpful  Hints 

For  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  shares  over  50  years  of  experience, 
providing  the  reader  the  information, 
advice,  and  skills 

collecting, 
ilk' 

Spiral  bound.  ■ 

Stock  No.  BF1- 120. 

List  $15.95  ISfmLx  1 


Guide's  U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


reverse  die: 
These  questions  and 
more  are  answered  in 
this  guide. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-I09. 
List  $29.95 


in  coin 


BARBER 


Michael  J.  Hodder 
d  Q  David  Bowers 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Three  Cent  Nickels 

By  Kevm  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher 

The  only  reference  available  dealing 
solely  with  this  19th  century  denomina¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel  three- 
cent  piece,  this  book 
will  aid  in  your  appre- 
>  i  irmii.itir  i'tfj  'LV-, 
illustrated.  E£|^|32ZuZ| 


Paper  Money 
of  the  United  States 

By  Robert  Frtedberg 
With  additions  and  revis 
Arthur  L.  Fnedberg 
The  essential 
work  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  United 
States  currency. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-1C  V 
List  $35.00 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder 
&  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection, 
and  its  formation 

•  >\  cr  m  \  i  t, 1 1  genera  I 

Stock  No.  BBM  Hi.  I 

I  id  SJO.OS 


Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece: 

1864  Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the  two-cent 
piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours 
of  enjoyment  attrib¬ 
uting  your  collection. 

248  pages. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BLE-440. 

List  $24.95 


Lmigacre's  Two- Cent  Piece 


PAPER  MONEY 

OF  THE  UNITED  STArfcS 


Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
and  Bill  Van  Note 

This  hook  will  make  attribution  of 
your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each 

date  and  mintmark  _  ^ 

is  covered,  including  ' 

grading,  major  vari- 

ety  analysis,  history,  [LIBERTY  SEATED 

Softbound.  I H 

Stock  No.  BGR-222.  \ 

List  $36.95  '~J 1 1 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 
in  Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  guide  to  market  availability  of  vari¬ 
ous  issues  in  various  grades. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-S5 1  A. 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  great  new  reference  by  two  of  nu¬ 
mismatics'  most  accomplished  authors 
packed  with  informa- 

I . 11  till  .  Tm  III.  I  : 

-'Tit- 

2'G  p.igi”'.  i lb r-l rated 
Hardbound. 

Sun  k  No.  ItRl  100. 


Those  Amazing  Coins 
A  Kid’s  Guide  to  Collecting 

By  Levin  Flynn,  Ron  Volpe 
and  Kelsey  Flynn 

An  all-encompasing  beginner’s  guide 
to  coin  collecting 

Softbound.  B  Mm 

INI 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  Lange 

This  2nd  edition  is  updated  with  new 
information,  has  illustrations,  prices, 
and  striking  characteristics  of  each 
issue.  198  pages. 


Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994: 

An  Annotated  Index 
of  the  First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector’s  guide  to  the  title  subject, 
(Thanks,  Ken,  for  writing  this! )  93  pages. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BMT- 1 00.  (P* - 

List  $19.95  |  ,  I 


The  Neighborhood  Mint: 
Dahlonega  in  the  Age  of  Jackson 

By  Sylvia  Galley  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge 

A  ,  I  ,,,  ,l„  field  , ,1  -  I 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in 
list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
&  20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 
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Mason’s  Stamp 

&  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine 
First  ever  reprint  of  the  periodicals  of 
E.  Locke  Mason,  rare  coin  dealer  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Bos¬ 
ton  in  the  19th 
century.  Great 
reading  for  the 
numismatic  huff. 

Hardbound 
3  Volumes. 

Stock  No. 

BMA-600. 

List  $240.00 


The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book 
1793-1857 

By  R onald  P.  Manley,  Ph  D. 

A  comprehensive  study  of  half  cent 
die  varieties  discussing  identification, 
chronology,  and 
rarity.  300  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMA-850. 

List  $75.00 


Tfr 

HALF  CENT 

Die  State  Book 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  years  from  the  journal  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club.  Full  of  research  informa¬ 
tion,  market  data,  collecting  in¬ 
sights,  and  more.  600  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


The 
Liberty 
Seat  ad 
Collectors 
Club 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-798. 

List  $50.00 


U.S.  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  with  much 
information,  price  data,  etc.,  not  avail¬ 
able  in  any  other 
volume.  Award  win¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  ev¬ 
ery  advanced  li¬ 
brary.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.BPO- 1 00. 

List  $79.00 


The  Early  Paper  Money 
of  America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

The  source  for  early  American  paper 
money  collectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on 
every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500.  1 
List  $75.00 


California  Coiners  and  Assayers 

By  Dan  Owens 

A  wealth  of  information  relating  to 
coining  in  California  from  1848-1863, 
including  bars  recovered  from  The  S.S. 
Central  America.  448 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOW-800. 

List  $49.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 
“must-have”  hook. 

Photographs  of  die 
varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diam¬ 
eters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 

List  $59.95 

United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition  of 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BRA-51 1. 

List  $12.95 


Medallic  Portraits 
of  Washington 

By  Russell  Rubu  &  George  Fuld 

This  second  edition  covers  Washing¬ 
ton  coins,  medals,  tokens,  plaques,  and 
badges  issued  from  1 783  to  present,  with 
photos,  descriptions, 
and  pricing  in  three 
grades.  432  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-555. 

List  $34.95 


Standard  Catalog 
of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of  listings  and  pho¬ 
tographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just  about 
everything  else  you 
need  to  know  to  buy, 
sell,  collect,  enjoy, 
and  appreciate 
United  States  to¬ 
kens. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95 

Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  Tidbit:  At  one  time  this 
was  the  most-requested  book  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Public  Library 
system.  It  is  true! 

Now  in  its  18th  edi¬ 
tion,  224  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $12.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  ,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to  combine 
detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  in¬ 
formation,  and  opin¬ 
ions,  adelightful  mix¬ 
ture.  340  pages,  illus- 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


PENNY  WHIMSY 


U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 

This  book  illustrates  many  different 
types  of  currency  errors.  A  great  guide  for 
answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors 
and  giving  a  view  of 
market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSU-300. 

List  $32.00 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded 
classic.  386  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 


UNITED  STATES 
TEN  IMS 


IH  IllUmf 


United  States  Ten  Dollar 
Gold  Eagles  1795-1804 

By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka 

The  first  sytematic  compilation  of 
photographs  and  detailed  descriptions  of 

the  known  eagle  die _ 

marriages.  84  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BT A-900. 

List  $69.95 


P 
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The  Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with 
new,  updated  information  on  every  coin 
in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  RTA-404. 

List  $24.95 
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Scott  Travers’ 

Top  88  Coins  Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q  David  Bowers 

This  hook  draws  a  roadmap  detailing 
hoth  the  hits  and  the  misses — the  coins 
that,  in  his  opinion,  » 

represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should 
steer  clear  of.  134 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $11.95 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in 
list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Franklin  Half  Dollars 

By  Rick  Tomaska 

The  first  hook  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  half  dollar 
series.  Includes  date- 
by-date  analysis, 
plus  grading  infor¬ 
mation,  rarity  esti¬ 
mates,  and  more. 

240  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTO-100. 

List  $19.95 


Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A  Travers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Explains  and  illustrates  the  standards 
for  grading  Mint  State  coins,  plus  infor¬ 
mation  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200. 

List  $29.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug 
Winter  has  done  since  the  first  edition 
was  published.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  sur¬ 
faces,  lustre,  die  vari¬ 
eties,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-819. 

List  $35.00 


Gold  Coins 

of  the  Dahlonega  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability 
and  commentary  re¬ 
lated  to  striking  and 
die  characteristics. 

250  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-818. 

List  $25.00 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich,  designer  of  the  1 807  Capped 
Bust  coinage,  come 
alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-900. 

List  $12.95 


Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  mono¬ 
graphs  relating  to  the  “Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference"  held  each  year  in 
New  York  City  by  the  ANS,  each  volume 
is  superb,  contains  the  work  of  many 
authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and 
will  be  a  fine  addition  to  any  library. 


America’s  Silver 
Coinage  1794-1891 
Cloth  hardbound,  210 
pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-210. 

List  $15.00 


America’s  Silver 
Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-21 1. 

List  $25.00 


America’s  Gold 
Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  1 32 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-212. 

List  $15.00 


The  Token: 

America’s  Other 
Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-213. 

List  $25.00 


Coinage  of  the 
American  Confedera¬ 
tion  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346 
pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-214. 

List  $25.00 


America’s  Large  Cent 

Edited  by  John  M .  Kleeburg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-215. 

List  $25.00 


Money  of  the  American  Colonies 
and  Confederation 

By  Philip  L.  Mossrrum 

A  superb  study,  separately  published 
by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
SylvesterS.  Crosby’s 
Early  Coins  of 
America.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-200. 

List  $100.00 


JOHANN  MATTHXUS  KF.1CH 


by  Wmrt  Wuhiin 


The 

Collected 

Essays 


Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia 
of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 

A  brand  new  edition  of  this  popular 
book.  534  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 


The  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 

By  John  A .  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

Features  139  of  the  most  desirable 
Washington  quarter  doubled  dies  with 
detailed  descriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values, 
rarity,  and  more.  186 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-825. 

List  $39.95 


The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph  D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modi¬ 
fications,  major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for  cherrypicking. 
316  pages,  ill. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-202. 

List  $40.00 


The  Washington  Quarter 
Dollar  Book:  An  Attribution 
and  Pricing  Guide 


By  James  Wiles,  Ph  D. 

An  must  for  the  specialist  and  the 
serious  or  beginning  variety  collector. 
Each  variety  is  listed 
with  all  you  need  for 
enjoyable  and  accu¬ 
rate  attribution.  240 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-400. 

List  $40.00 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this  popular  Coin 
Lore  columnist.  Easy,  informative  read¬ 
ing  on  about  as  many  various  subjects  as 
there  are  chapters  in 

the  book:  42.  224 


pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTE-800. 
List  $22.00 


Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

The  first  reference  available  covering 
a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  variet¬ 
ies.  Divided  into  three  important  sec¬ 
tions  with  value 
charts  for  all  varieties 
covered.  120pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 


Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-302. 
List  $29.95 
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Numismatist’s 

“Companion” 

Books 

Each  book  in  the 
“Companion"  series  is 
edited  by  QDB  and 
contains  interesting 
articles  by  various  au¬ 
thors.  Delightful  and 
informative  reading. 
Softbound,  5-1/2  by  8- 
1/2  inches. 

Numismatist’s 

Countryside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-207. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Bedside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-200. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Downtown 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Lakeside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Topside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Traveling 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Weekend 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-206. 
List  $12.95 


Numismatics  didsidE 

COMPANION 


Numismatists  LAKESIDE 

COMPANION 


NUMISMATISTS  TRAVELING 

COMPANION 
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Numismatists  weekend 

COMPANION 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in 
list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a 
20%  discount  (Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Bowers  and  Merena’s 
Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety 
of  coin-related  topics,  from  famous 
figures  to  studies  on  popular  series  to 
investigative  reports. 


A  Curious 
Thievery  at  the 
Philadelphia 
Mint 

By  A.L.  Drummond 

Stock  No.  BLE-501. 
List  $5.95 


A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative 
Coin  Market 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-502. 
List  $5.95 


The  Curious 
Case  of  the  Coin 
Collectors  Kline 

By  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz, 
NLG 

Stock  No.  BLE-503. 
List  $5.95 


Woodward’s 
Sale  of  the  John 
F.  McCoy 
Collection 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-504. 
List  $5.95 
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Something  Different! 


For  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer  you 
An  Evening  at  the  Home  of  Cecil  B .  DeMille , 
a  two-CD  set  recorded  by  Joe  Cimino 
featuring  melodies  on  the  “Mighty 
Wurlitzer”  theatre  pipe  organ.  We  guar¬ 
antee  you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of 
i  fun  and  enjoyment  with  this  purchase. 
1  Stock  No.  BCD-1.  List  $24.95 


Terms  of  Sale 

1 .  Any  item  can  he  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE— at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use 
our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American  Express 
(send  all  infomiation  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then 
send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice 
has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be 
sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  earner  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established.  Interest  will 
be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1  %  per  month  (12%  per  annum )  after  30  days. 
Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on 
request)  for  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates  for 
express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  be 
returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a 
return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions, 
convention  or  other  in-person  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which 
sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 
untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
state  of  preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numencal 
descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an 
attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  from  1953 )  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable 
prices  have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe™  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for 
a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  NumismatistsGuild  1977-1979  and 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1 983-1985.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do 
attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  tc  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning  the 
investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future. 
Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations 
may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue, 
under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special  offers.  While  we  have  made 
an  effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 
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Thinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena’s 


Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season  for  200 1 . 
When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and  Merena’s  expertise  go  to 
work  for  you!  Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars 
or  several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality  of  presentation  and  numis¬ 
matic  expertise  that  characterized  our  past  record-breaking  sales  will 
showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have 
sold  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and 
other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors,  ranging 
from  museums,  government  agencies,  and  institutions  to  private 
collectors. 


as 


We  sold  the  Walter  H.  Childs 
Collection  specimen  of  the  1804 
Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  for 
$4,140,000,  the  highest  price 
paid  at  auction  for  any  rare  coin. 


Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  available  instantly 
upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call  John  Pack,  our  auction 
director  at  1-800-458-4646,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low 
commission  rates.  It  may  well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding 
decision  you  have  ever  made! 


•  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 

•  The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection 

•  The  Walter  H.  Childs  Collection 

•  The  Norweb  Collection 

•  The  Garrett  Collection 

on  behalf  of  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 

•  The  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection 

via  the  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust  Company 

•  The  Boys  Town  Collection 

•  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society 

•  The  Connecticut  State  Historical  Society 

•  And  many,  many  more!!! 


We  have  also  sold  the 
Eliasberg  1804  Draped  Bust 
silver  dollar  for  $1,815,000 
and  the  Eliasberg  1913  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel  for 
$1,485,000.  In  fact,  of  the 
top  10  record  prices  realized 
for  individual  U.S.  coins  sold 
at  public  auction,  we  sold 
five  of  them. 


Our  Upcoming  Sales. . . 

March  15-17,  2001  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

April  12,  2001  •  Kingswood  Galleries — The  Canterbury  Sale 

(Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

May  21-23,  2001  •  New  York  City,  New  York 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

June  7,  2001  •  Kingswood  Galleries — The  Durham  Sale 

(Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

June  28-30,  2001  •  Chicago,  Illinois 

(with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo) 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

August  6,  2001  •  Atlanta,  Georgia 

The  Rarities  Sale 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

September  14-16,  2001  •  New  York  City,  New  York 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

October  11,  2001  •  Kingswood  Galleries — The  Enfield  Sale 

(Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

November  29-December  1,  2001  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments. 

January  8,  2002  •  Orlando,  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the 
next  several  years.  January  7-8,  2003;  January  6-7,  2004 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 


A  Collectors  Universe'  Company 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 
800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com  •  email:  auction@bowersandmerena.com 


^Borders  and  Merena  Qalleries 

A  Collectors  Univers  erM  Company 

(NASDAQ:  CLCT) 


\ 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894 

800-222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com 
email:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 


